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TO 

THOMAS   ERSKINB,  Esq., 
of  linlathen, 

My  dear  Mr.  Erskinb, 

The  pleasure  of  associating  my  name  with 
yours,  and  the  kind  interest  which  you  expressed 
in  some  of  these  Sermons  when  you  heard  them 
preached,  might  not  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the 
liberty  which  I  take  in  dedicating  them  to  you.  But 
I  have  a  much  stronger  reason.  I  am  under  obliga- 
tions to  you  which  the  subject  of  this  volume  especially 
brings  to  my  mind,  and  which  other  motives  beside 
personal  gratitude  urge  me  to  acknowledge. 

1  owe  it  to  you  that  I  am  able  to  honour  and  to 
appreciate  one  part  of  the  testimony  which  was  borne 
by  those  Scotchmen  in  the  17th  century,  whom  we  of 
the  English  Church  are  apt  to  regard  with  great 
dislike.  I  owe  it  to  you  that  another  part  of  their 
doctrine, — which  is  often  confounded  with  that  tes- 
timony, and  which,  I  fear,  in  the  minds  of  a  number 
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of  their  descendants  Iia«  anrrived  it  altogether, — 
Kppean  to  rae  mnch  more  perilwia  and  terrible  than 
it  does  to  mftny  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
denooncing  therm.  Their  proclamation  that  God 
Himself  in  the  King,  the  Lawgirer,  the  Judge  of 
■  'SAtioa ;  (but  Him  fforernment  over  the  Jews  was 
ofit  »  more  sctotJ  ff'ffttmmeat  than  that  which  He 
ezerciscl  trrer  ScoiUnd ;  that  Hid  Will  is  the  only 
aooTce  and  ^r/nnd  of  rij(ht  will  and  right  acts  in  His 
ereatarea; — thin  i»  a  jrrocluniaticfU  which,  whatever 
fom  it  ta»j  hacft  t«k«n,  at^nioiit  whatever  persons  or 
iDirtitatK/M  H  mny  h»r«  bocfn  directed,  whatever  may 
bare bMtn  th<i  imrnMliatfi  or  spparout  reHuits  of  putting 
i%  forward,  I  outtuii  t/ut  accvpt  as  true,  beneficent, 
dtriM.  If  th«  Kjrfwi'fpalian  Ohiircbmen  and  States- 
nan  of  Kfifftwt'J  and  Hcoilnnd  had  fully  find  heartily 
nooyntiHwl  It,  1  d/i  ri'ft  boliiivo  tbnt  any  power  on 
0Mttit  ifmUl  bar*  Klialori  tluiir  hierarchy.  Becauee 
iiufjr  w«rM  r»/A  (/'nMMMwut  with  tho  truth  of  it,  I  thank 
ff44  tlMi  IIm*/  wMfw  wA  ptrinilttiii  Ui  uphold  what  1, 
nvrwrDiwiMM,  tMtlHtvu  Mtat  ffo  iMtaljIiidiad  and  that  He 

IM  ll^'/w  wt«"  •f/'/kw  '/f  ii'i'l  fttt  a  ruul  King,  and 
H^  uMtwM  ItM  •  tuM'm  HW>d  hy  virtue  of  its 
f  vMIr    WW/   Ma4>j|    \/Urmm    runptKiting    Hia 
It  to  iim,  wore  duiitruotive 
f  Wl«i«l(  Uicj'  Want  ooiiteiiding; 
i/UintMtf  »iit(ht  nri.I  MucusMAry 
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for  their  purpose,  which  were  pregnant  with  mischief 
to  after  generations.     All  that  there  was  of  strength 
and  nobleness  in  these  men  arose  out  of  the  belief 
that  the  God  of  the  Jews  and  of  them  was  a  God  of 
righteousness  and  truth,  and  that  whatever  was  un- 
righteous and  untrue  must  sooner  or  later  shrink  and 
shrivel  at  His  word.     Alas !  how  easily  did  the  idea 
of  a  Being  who  can  decree  what  He  pleases,  who  can 
make  right  wrong  and  wrong  right  by  choosing  it, 
who  may  outrage  the  conscience  in   man  which  He 
has  created  to  bear  witness  of  what  He  is  and  of  what 
Man,  His  image,  is  intended  to  be, — mingle  itself  with 
a  faith  so  contradictory  of  it !     How  easily,  in  an  age 
of  energy  and  action,  could   the  bravest  deeds,  the 
most  passionate  devotion  to  a  cause,  blend  with  cruel 
judgments  and  fanatical  exclusiveness,  which  hide  the 
good  from  one  set  of  party-historians,  and  are  glorified 
by  it  in  the  eyes  of  another!     But  how  much  more 
easily,  when  the  age  of  action  and  energy  has  passed 
away,  and  an  age  of  speculation  has  begun,  does  the 
theory  of  a  Will  which  arranges  Punishment,  Satis- 
faction,   Salvation,   according    to   its  pleasure,   of    a 
Justice  which  means  only  the  demand  for  Vengeance, 
of  a  Mercy  which  means  only  the  exemption  of  certain 
persons  from  that  demand,  take  the  place  of  belief  in 
a  God  who  so  loves  the  world  as  to  give  His  Son  for 
it  I     How  easily  do  those  records,  wherein   Puritan 
divinity  is  so  rich,  of  souls  struggling  with  the  Spirit 
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of  their  de  seen  dan  ta  has  anrvived  it  altogether, — 
appears  to  me  much  more  perilous  and  terrible  than 
it  doea  to  many  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
denouncing  them.  Their  proclamation  that  God 
Himself  is  the  King,  the  Lawgiver,  the  Judge  of 
a.  Nation ;  that  His  government  over  the  Jews  was 
not  a  more  actual  government  than  that  which  He 
exercised  over  Scotland ;  that  His  Will  is  the  only 
Boarce  and  ground  of  right  will  and  right  acts  in  His 
creatures ; — this  is  a  proclamation  which,  whatever 
form  it  may  have  taken,  against  whatever  persons  or 
institutions  it  may  have  been  directed,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  immediate  or  apparent  results  of  patting 
it  forward,  I  cannot  but  accept  as  true,  beneficent, 
divine.  If  the  Episcopalian  Churchmen  and  States- 
men of  England  and  Scotland  had  fnUy  and  heartily 
recognised  it,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  power  on 
earth  could  have  shaken  their  hierarchy.  Because 
they  were  not  possessed  with  the  truth  of  it,  I  thank 
God  that  tliey  were  not  permitted  to  uphold  what  I, 
nevertheless,  believe  that  He  established  and  that  He 
raised  again. 

But  those  who  spoke  of  God  as  a  real  King,  and  I 
who  affirmed  that  a  nation  stood  by  virtue  of  its  1 
covenant  with  Him,  used  phrases  respecting 
sovereignty  which,  it  seems  to  me,  were  destructive  J 
of  the  very  principle  for  which  they  were  eonter'^ 
wbich  iustified  any  evil  acta  they  might  find  n 
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of  Evil  nnd  tnlcing  refuge  from  his  suggestions,  and  ' 
from  thoir  own  weakness  and  despair,  in  a  Love  of  ] 
which  they  could  not  sound  the  depths  and  to  whieli  , 
no  external  acta  or  internal  feelings  of  theirs  could 
the  least  entitle  them, — records  full  of  tmth  and 
living  power,  however  sense  and  Spirit,  physical 
disease  and  torments  of  the  conscience  may  some- 
times be  confounded  in  them, — adjust  themselves  to 
a  system  which  attributes  the  acts  and  purposes  of  the 
Tempter  and  Destroyer  to  the  Father  of  Lights  I 

I  know  well  how  much  there  is,  and  always  has 
been,  in  the  roughest,  hardest  Calvinism,  which  fights 
against  these  ooQclusions,  and  practically  triumphs 
over  them.  God  forbid  that  I  should  hold  any  human 
being  tied  to  them  by  any  logical  necessity,  that  I 
should  not  welcome  his  indignant  repudiation  of  them, 
that  I  should  not  thank  him  for  calling  me  a  maligner, 
and  for  affirming  that  nothing  Uke  what  I  have  set 
down  is  the  faith  of  him  or  of  his  fathers.  But  I  do 
know  also,  and  yon  know,  that  thousands  of  men  and 
women,  in  your  land  and  in  ours,  regard  this  as  the 
only  consistent  explanation  of  the  dogmas  which  they 
have  been  taught,  of  that  which  they  suppose  to  be 
the  teaching  of  the  Bible.  They  think  that  we  are 
practising  a  cheat  npon  onrselves,  that  we  are  osing 
some  mystical  artifices  to  evade  plain  texts  and  literal 
history,  if  we  profess  to  hold  by  the  Scnptores  and 
yet  not  to  adopt  this  view  of  the  divine  sovereignty. 
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We  may  hide  it  from  ourselves  as  we  will,  we  may 
cast  the  burden  upon  whom  we  will,  but  this  is  the 
cause  which  is  driving  our  sons  to  infidelity  and  our 
daughters  to  Eome.  The  spectre  from  which  they  are 
flying  is  a  God  whom  they  cannot  trust  and  cannot 
love.  We  may  try  to  cure  symptoms  by  producing 
evidences  of  Christianity,  or  by  exposing  superstition. 
But  we  shall  find  that  we  have  not  reached  the  root 
of  the  disease,  and  that  it  will  always  be  appearing  in 
new  forms.  Have  we  a  Gospel  for  men,  for  all  men  ? 
Is  it  a  Gospel  that  God's  will  is  a  will  to  all  Good,  a 
will  to  deliver  them  from  all  Evil?  Is  it  a  Gospel 
that  He  has  reconciled  the  world  unto  Himself  ?  Is 
it  this  absolutely,  or  this  with  a  multitude  of  reserva- 
tions, explanations,  contradictions?  Such  questions 
must  be  asked  by  those  who  are  desirous  of  restoring 
faith  among  the  upper  and  middle  classes,  or  of  lifting 
the  lower  out  of  the  pit  into  which  we  have  allowed 
them  to  sink.  If  they  cannot  be  answered,  the  gentler 
and  feminine  spirits  will  try  what  help  they  can  get 
from  the  Pope;  the  speculative  will  become  Pantheists; 
the  People  will  become  Atheists. 

It  is  more  than  twenty  years  since  a  book  of  yours 
brought  home  to  my  mind  the  conviction  that  no 
Gospel  but  this  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  world,  and 
that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  such  a  one.  From 
that  time  I  ceased  to  wish  for  refined  explanations  of 
the  Catholic  Creeds.     They  became  to  me  the  clearest 


A* 


«  DEDICATION. 

expknatioiiB  I  could  find  of  mau's  relation  to  Gixl,  th« 
fullest  declfiratiou  of  that  Name  which  I  felt  that  all 
creatures  were  desiring  to  know.  I  ceased,  also,  to 
desire  refined  explanations  of  the  Four  Gospela  and 
the  Epistles.  The  first,  taken  as  they  stand,  declare, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  existence  of  a  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
which  ia  near  us  all.  The  last  shew  how  that  King- 
dom of  Heaven  established  itself  on  this  earth  of 
ours, — Churches  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  being  called 
out  as  witnesses  of  it,  and  the  Jewish  nation  perishing 
that  it  might  be  revealed  in  its  fulness  and  unity  aa 
the  ground  of  modem  Society.  In  proportion  as  I 
grew  strong  in  this  conviction,  I  became  more  deeply 
thankful  for  the  testimony  which  Protestantism  has 
borne  for  the  truth  that  the  Universal  Church  stands 
only  on  Christ,  and  that  a  perfect  sacrifice  has  been 
offered  and  accepted  once  for  all.  At  the  same  time, 
I  have  felt  a  strong  sympathy  with  those  who  say 
that  Protestants  do  not  recognise,  as  they  ought,  in 
their  thoughts  and  in  their  worship,  the  truth  that  all 
prayer  is  grounded  on  that  finished  sacrifice,  and  that 
it  becomes  an  irreverent  effort  to  change  the  divine 
Will,  not  an  earnest  entreaty  that  it  may  be  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven, — the  expression  of  divided, 
contradictory  individual  wishes,  not  the  utterance  of 
a  bodv  the  distinct  members  of  which  are  possessed 
with  one  Spirit, — when  it  loses  its  connection  with 
Sacrifice,  "r  when    any  other   notion    of    Sacrifice    is 
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substituted  for  that  of  a  Son  yielding  Himself  to  a 
Father  in  whom  He  delights. 

These  thoughts  have  reference  chiefly  to  the  New 
Testament.  But  the  conviction  has  been  fixing  itself 
deeply  in  my  mind  that  the  Old  Testament,  too,  ought 
to  be  read  much  more  simply  and  according  to  the 
letter  than  we  are  used  to  read  it,  that  we  have  not 
made  its  application  to  our  individual  cases  more  clear 
by  overlooking  its  obvious  national  characteristics ; 
that  if  we  had  given  heed  to  them  we  should  have 
found  an  interpretation  of  some  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties in  history  and  in  the  condition  of  the  world 
around  us.  This  opinion  is  strangely  opposed  to  that 
which  is  common  among  the  philosophical  thinkers  of 
our  day.  It  sets  me  in  direct  opposition  to  those 
writers,  in  this  country  and  America,  who  make  it 
their  business  to  copy  German  models,  though  it  does 
not  authorise  me  to  refuse  any  help  from  German 
learning  when  it  comes  within  my  reach,  or  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  upon  a  nation  with  which  I  am  most 
imperfectly  acquainted,  or  to  generalise  under  one 
name  Theologians  who,  I  suppose,  exhibit  as  many 
varieties  of  opinion,  and  are  scattered  through  as 
many  schools  as  our  own. 

Many  of  my  conclusions  may  differ  widely  from 
those  into  which  you  have  been  led:  I  should  be 
grieved  to  make  you  responsible  for  them.  But  if  I 
have  tried  in  these  Sermons  to  shew  that  the  story 
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ot  tlie  Proiilieta  and  Kings  of  the  Old  Testament  is  as 
directl J  applicable  to  the  modem  world  as  anj  Core- 
Banter  ev'er  dreamed — bnt  that  it  is  applicable,  becaose 
it  ia  a  continual  witness  for  a  God  of  Righteousness, 
not  onlj  £^in8t  idolatry  bat  against  that  notion  of 
a  mere  Sorere^n  Baal  or  Bd  which  underlies  all 
idolatry^  all  tyranny,  all  immorality; — ^I  may  daixn 
yon  aa  thetr  spiritual  progenitor.  You  will  see  that 
they  do  bear  a  witness,  though  a  feeble  one,  for  a 
truth  upon  the  aeknowledgment  of  which  I  beliere 
the  well-being  of  your  land,  and  of  ours,  and  of  the 
whole  Church,  depends.  You  will  pray  that  more 
eoorageoas  and  faithful  champions  of  it  may  be  raised 
op.  How  many  wHl  desire  that  you  may  be  preserved 
to  shew  to  them,  by  an  evidence  mightier  than  words, 
that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  Loto  woiidng  in  the  hearts 
of  hbman  beings,  and  that  the  lires  of  those  who 
submit  to  it  are  illuminated  and  transfigured  by  it. 

Beliere  me, 

Hy  dear  Friend, 

Ever  gratefully  and  affectionatdy  yours, 

F.  D.  MAUEICB. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A  PREYious  volume  of  Lectures  on  the  Old  Testament 
brought  down  the  history  to  the  time  of  Samuel.  Though 
1  have  commenced  these  Sermons  at  that  point,  I  have  not 
taken  any  pains  to  preserve  uniformity  in  the  shape  and 
appearance  of  the  volumes ;  I  have  rather  wished  to  indicate 
that  they  are  distinct  in  their  subject  and  their  treatment ; 
to  some  extent  even  in  their  purpose.  The  former  series 
was  founded  upon  our  Sunday  Lessons.  I  could  not  continue 
to  take  my  texts  from  them,  for  lectures  addressed  to  a  legal 
audience  are  almost  necessarily  interrupted  by  the  Long 
Vacation.  If  there  had  not  been  this  local  reason  for 
altering  my  plan,  I  should  still  not  have  been  disposed 
to  persevere  in  it  When  our  Lessons  follow  the  order  of 
books  in  the  Canon,  they  necessarily  depart  from  chronology. 
The  preservation  of  it  in  this  part  of  the  history  seemed  to 
me  of  great  importance.  During  all  the  Sundays  in  Advent 
and  on  those  after  the  Epiphany,  Isaiah  is  read ;  when  he 
appears  as  one  of  a  series  of  Prophets,  he  could  not  occupy 
80  large  a  space.  For  these  reasons  I  have  departed  from  the 
arrangement  which  the  Church  has  followed  in  selecting  the 
chapters; — not,  I  hope,  from  the  spirit  which  has  directed 
the  selection.  The  compilers  of  the  Lessons  have  been 
much  more  careful  to  exhibit  the  Prophets  as  preachers  of 
righteousness  than  as  mere  predictors.  I  have  felt  that 
this  aspect  of  their  lives  has  been  greatly  overlooked  in  our 
day,  and  that  there  is  none  which  we  have  more  need  to 
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cotiUm plate,     ITie  history  of  the  Hebrew  Monarchy,  without  I 
tlui  liglit  which  it  receives  from  Jewish  prophecy,  aeem. 
me  aa  naintvlllgihle  and  incoherent  as  it  does  to  those  wlio  I 
nil-lit  it  or  who  try  to  reconstruct  it.     Seen  by  that  liglit,  I   I 
eou  flnil  nothing  more  orderly  or  continiiouB,  nothing  more 
noiiiiistiiRt  with  itnelf  or  more  helpful  is  interpreting  the 
luoildni  world. 

I  luivu  (uiiikI  that  the  Old  Testament  Prophets,  tnken  in 
their  simple  nnturul  sense,  in  that  sense  in  which  they  can 
hi)  undiirKtooil  liy,  an<l  presented  to  a  lay  student,  cle[ir  u|> 
(llfDcuitius  whicli  torment  us  in  the  daily  work  of  life; 
make  the  post  iritiilligible,  the  present  endurable,  the  future 
mil  and  lidpelul ;  oust  a  light  upon  books  ;  deliver  ua  from 
tliu  tyrniiny  of  books ;  bring  the  invleible  world  near  to  ua ; 
Mhow  how  thu  vi«ible  world  iiiny  bo  sulijyctod  to  its  laws  and 
principlos.  He  wlio  knows  and  feula  thus  much,  cannot  ho 
nIlDiit  merely  because  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge, 
moHt  uoudFid  for  the  eluuiitation  of  this,  of  which  he  possesses 
nothing.  Let  those  who  have  it  produce  it,  and  let  them 
point  out  idl  the  blunders  and  confusions  into  which  we 
have  tiOlon  wlio  want  it.  Bvit  of  this  I  am  sure,  that  the 
prvrtioii  of  truth  wliich  Qod  has  enabled  us  to  take  in,  is 
one  which  neither  learned  men  nor  ignorant  men  can  dia- 
punno  with  i  nntl  wiiioh  it  is  a  sin  for  us  not  to  proclaim, 
because,  if  there  are  only  one  or  two  who  listen  to  it  or  care 
for  it,  yet  it  may  bear  fniit  in  those  one  or  two  for  the  good 
of  tins  land  and  of  thu  wltole  Church. 


The  history  of  the  Jewish  kingdom  begins  with  Saul  and 
end*  with  Zedekiah.  The  corresponding  cycle  of  Jewish 
pruphcoy  begins  with  Samuel  and  ends  with  EzekieL  Upon 
the  iwriid  which  follows,  one  embracing  various  new  topics, 
iviiuiriu^  a  dilVoreut  kind  of  trcHlmeut,  I  have  not  entered. 
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The  dear  and  honoured  friend  to  whom  the  First 
Edition  of  this  book  was  dedicated  is  gone  to  his  rest. 
If  it  had  been  a  polemical  treatise,  I  could  not  have 
borne  to  associate  his  name  with  it  at  first ;  I  should 
leave  it  now  without  the  sanctity  which  his  memory 
gives  to  it.  Since  I  regarded  the  Kings  and  Prophets 
of  Israel  as  the  subjects  of  a  divine  education,  as  the 
expounders  of  that  education  to  their  nation  and  to 
all  nations,  I  felt  that  I  had  some  title  to  ask  his 
sympathy  with  it.  For  no  one  more  delighted  to 
contemplate  them  in  that  aspect ;  they  were  never  to 
him  merely  interesting  figures  of  a  bygone  age ;  they 
were  his  personal  friends,  who  helped  him  to  bear 
the  burden  of  his  own  thoughts  and  his  own  time. 
As  his  conversation  had  done  much  to  give  me  this 
living,  human  interest  in  the  characters  of  Scripture, — 
a  human  interest  not  separate  from  their  relation  to 
the  divine  Teacher,  but  the  consequence  of  it, — I  felt 
that  the  publication  of  such  a  book  as  this  was  a  tit 
opportunity  for  acknowledging  my  manifold  obligations 
to  him. 

Yet  many  who  knew  and  loved  him  may  consider 
that  there  was  some  incongruity  in  presenting  a 
volume  specially  national  to  Mr.  Erskine.     He  cared 
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little  for  politics.     When  lie  Bpobe  of  a  divine  Edn- 

catioHj  he  meant,  anquestionablj,  the  Education  of 
individuals — the  varinus  procesaea  by  which  they  are 
led  out  of  darkness,  and  through  darkness,  into  light. 
It  was  this  Education  which  he  rejoiced  to  trace  in 
tho  lives  of  others  and  in  his  own.  It  was  because  he 
felt  in  himself,  and  saw  in  others,  how  imperfectly  the 
Education  had  attained  that  end  to  which  it  was, 
nevertheless,  alwayg  pointing,  that  he  resisted  as  im- 
moral and  atheistical  all  theories  which  limited  it  to 
the  threescore  years  and  ten  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 
Now,  I  had  learnt — partly  from  Coleridge's  "States- 
man's Manual " — to  consider  the  Prophets  o£  Israel 
esipeciaily  as  Politicians  j  as  men  who  were  pro- 
foundly concerned  in  the  well-being  and  continuity 
Chf  their  nation;  who  watched  with  intense  anguish 
the  influences  which  were  detaching  its  present  from 
its  past,  and  both  from  the  future  j  who  believed  that 
it  would  be  held  together,  through  all  generations, 
amidst  all  its  crimes  and  its  follies,  by  Him  who  is,  and 
was,  and  is  to  come.  The  false  gods,  the  idols  of  sense 
and  o£  fancy,  the  corrupt  likenesses  of  men's  selfish 
fears  and  longings,  which  hindered  Israelites  from 
trusting  in  the  Unseen  and  Everlasting  Lawgiver,  and 
Judge  and  Teacher, — who  alone  made  them  a  people, 
—inspired  these  seers  with  unspeakable  horror;  only 
in  the  conviction  that  the  idols  would  be  abolished, 
that  the  Righteous  King  would  prove  Himself  to  be 
supreme,  could  thuy  find  any  comfort.  This  faith,  it 
seems  to  me,  was  essentially  national.  There  was 
implied  in  it  the  vision  of  a  Society  for  all  Nations  ; 
one  in  which  each  pnrticular  Nation  should  enjoy  its 
own  proper  life,  and  should  fulfil  its  own  purpose  in 
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Government  in  dealing  with  other  com  modi  ties,  he 
pleaded  a  speoial  exemption  for  the  commodity  called 
Eeligion.  That  being  diaigreeable  to  the  tastes  of 
men,  and  yet  necessary  for  their  health,  needed  the 
State  hounty  and  encouragement  which  it  wug  right 
to  withdraw  from  corn,  and  meat,  and  articles  of 
clothing,  these  being  general  objects  of  desire.  Such 
B,  proposition  at  once  commended  itself  to  the  ordinary 
Conserrative  who  maintains  that  Religion  is  needful 
for  the  preservation  of  decency  and  of  property,  and 
to  those  of  the  evangelical  school  who  build  their 
theology  upon  human  depravity.  However  difficult 
it  might  be  for  the  last  to  reconcile  the  theory  of 
Dr.  Chalmers  with  the  general  success  of  their  preach- 
ing and  the  special  success  of  his  own ,  it  was  too  much 
in  harmony  with  the  fundamental  article  of  their  creed 
to  be  rudely  tested  by  facts.  {2}  He  was  in  agree- 
ment with  a  majority  of  High  Churchmen  end  many 
Disfienters,  in  his  estimate  of  the  State  as  a  body 
which  might,  when  it  was  under  pious  influences,  do' 
service  to  Religion,  but  which  had  no  sacredness  or 
divinity  of  its  own.  (3)  His  theory  met  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  of  what  are  called  the  liberal  or  broad 
Churchmen,  inasmuch  as  it  only  contended  for  the- 
State  patronage  of  some  form  of  Religion,  the  particular 
form,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  being  indifferent. 

So  many  hostile  sentiments  were  enlisted  in  favour 
of  this  method  of  presenting  the  question,  that  one- 
could  not  have  wondered  if  it  had  been  generally 
accepted  aa  the  only  true  issue  on  which  the  parties 
were  to  join  and  the  controversy  to  be  decided,  evea 
though  it  had  been  brought  forward  by  a  far  less 
eloquent,  popular  and  devout  thinker  thau  Dr.  Chalmers. 
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But  this  theory  has  undergone  a  severe  shock.  The 
Protestant  Establishment  in  Ireland  was  the  true 
exemplification  of  it.  That  was  an  instance — per- 
haps the  only  complete  one  in  Europe — of  a  religion 
selected  by  the  State,  and  set  up  under  its  protec- 
tion. Many  admirable  reasons  could  be  given  why 
the  State,  for  its  own  protection,  and  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  Irish  people,  was  bound  to  create  this 
Establishment  and  to  maintain  what  it  had  created. 
But  it  could  not.  The  disunion  between  Church  and 
State,  which  was  the  consequence  of  the  experiment, 
was  too  palpable — too  terrible;  at  whatever  risks  it 
must  be  abandoned.  We  may  contemplate  those  risks 
with  some  trembling ;  but  they  are  inevitable.  What 
rests  on  the  sand  of  a  mortal  policy  must  fall  down. 

The  '  Policy  '  which  overthrew  the  Irish  Establish- 
ment may,  Mr.  Miall  thinks,  be  applied  to  the  Union 
of  Church  and  State  in  England.  Of  course,  the 
policy  of  '  Cabinets  of  Churchmen/  followed  or  not 
followed  by  '  a  party  of  Dissenters/  will  be  applied,  in 
all  possible  ways,  to  this  Union.  If  it  is  not  a  real 
one — not  one  grounded  in  the  order  of  God,  in  the 
constitution  of  things — it  will  come  to  naught ;  no  cal- 
culations of  Statesmen  or  Churchmen  will  uphold  it. 
But  those  who  have  learnt  from  the  Old  Testament 
to  see  in  a  nation  the  mightiest  testimony  for 
the  righteous  God,  and  for  His  government  over 
the  world ;  those  who  have  learnt  from  the  New 
Testament  to  look  upon  the  Church  as  no  artificial 
fabric,  but  as  the  great  witness  for  the  Unity  of 
Man  in  the  Son  of  Man — as  essentially  Catholic, 
and  therefore  as  the  sustain er  of  the  life  of  each 
nation ; — those  who  believe  that   the  Church  cannot 
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be  separated  from  the  Nation  without  becoming  a 
narrow  and  cruel  sect,  or  a  mere  aggrei,'ation  of 
sects;  those  who  believe  that  the  nation  which  tries 
to  stand  by  itself  must  renounce  its  humanity  as  well 
as  its  divinity,  must  reduce  itself  into  a  mere  trading 
company ;  they  will  tmat  in  God  to  shew  that  what 
has  been  built  with  '  bricks  for  stone,  with  sUme  for 
mortar,'  by  whatever  name  we  call  it — religious  or 
secular — mast  perish ;  that  His  word,  however  we 
may  please  to  describe  it  as  merely  of  the  eartb, 
must  endure.  If  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  a  merely 
/u^ure  kingdom,  reserved  in  some  distant  star  for  some 
happy  individuals,  rulers  or  people  have  a  right  to 
declare  that  it  is  no  concern  of  tlieira.  If  it  is  an 
Eternal  Kingdom,  by  which  all  the  acta  of  Monarchs, 
Nobles,  Clergymen,  Shopkeepers,  Beggars  are  governed 
and  judged,  it  will  make  its  power  felt  though  all  High 
Churchmen  and  Low  Charchmen,  Conformists  and 
Nonconformists,  Conservatives  and  Liberals,  agree  to 
break  its  bonds  asunder  and  to  cast  away  its  oords 
Erom  them. 
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SERMON  I. 

THE  NEW  PERIOD  IN  JEWISH  HISTOEY. 

(Lincoln's  Inn,  22nd  Sunday  after  Trinity, — ^ov.  1, 1851.) 

Then  all  the  Elders  of  Israel  gathered  themselves  together,  and 
came  to  Samnel  nnto  Bamah,  and  said  nnto  him,  **  Behold  thou 
art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk  not  in  thy  ways :  now  make  ns  a  king 
to  judge  us  like  all  the  nations."  But  the  thing  displeased 
Samuel,  when  they  said,  "  Give  us  a  king  to  judge  us."  And 
Samuel  prayed  unto  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  said  nnto  Samuel, 
"  Hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  they  say  unto  thee : 
for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  Me,  that 
I  should  not  reign  over  them." — 1  Samubl  viii.  4-7. 

The  titles  of  this  and  the  next  book  in  oar  canon  are 
either  the  first  and  second  books  of  Samnel  or  the  first 
and  second  books  of  Kings.  The  propriety  of  the  latter 
name  is  obvions.  We  are  entering  npon  the  history 
of  the  Hebrew  kings ;  we  are  told  by  what  steps  the 
age  of  the  judges  passed  into  theirs.  But  how  should 
Samuel, — ^whose  death  is  recorded  before  the  end  of  the 
first  of  these  books,  who  ceases  to  be  the  most  con- 
spicuous person  in  it  after  he  has  anointed  Saul, — have 
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ftuccaeded  in  istaimpuxg  such  an  image  of  liimself  upon 
thie  jxarrati  ve  ?  H©  is  not  the  composer  of  tie  record ; 
thiere  are  no  lengtb/enod  propluecies  of  his  introdaoed 
iuUj  it^  We  Imve  a  rerj  dear  picture  of  him  certainly 
in  iniancy,  Yxjyhood,  manhood^  and  old  age.  Bat  there 
HT^  many  blographiies  eqoallj distinct;  yet  tlie  snbjects 
of  tliem  have  not  possessed  this  dignity;  they  hare 
not  given  their  names  to  any  portion  of  the  history. 

I  apprehend  that  this  fact  indicates  a  consciousness 
among  the  Jews^  that  the  age  of  the  kings  would  be  also 
the  age  of  the  prophete.  It  could  not,  they  felt,  be  con- 
tein  plated  in  one  light  without  being  contemplated  in 
the  other.  On  all  occasions  the  prophet  would  be  beside 
the  king  to  reprove,  direct,  and  encourage  him.  On  all 
occasions  the  prophet's  office  would  be  to  show  what 
tlui  office  of  the  king  was,  how  it  might  be  neglected 
and  violated,  bow  it  might  be  faithfully  executed,  how 
the  full  significance  of  it  would  at  last  be  brought  out 
and  actually  embodied.  The  Book  of  Kings  therefore  is 
the  Book  of  Samuel,  not  merely  because  the  individual 
man  was  the  last  of  the  judges,  and  poured  the  anoint- 
ing oil  upon  the  first  two  of  the  kings,  but  because  he 
represented  in  his  own  person  a  power  and  a  position 
which  were  quite  different  from  theirs,  and  yet  which 
could  not  bo  rightly  understood  apart  from  theirs. 

When  wo  first  meet  with  Samuel,  he  appears  as  the 
reprover  of  an  aged  priest.  Eli  was  not  insensible  to 
the  greatness  of  his  vocation.  But  his  dignity  was 
an  hereditary  one,  and  the  subordinate  priests  were 
members  of  his  family.  His  sons  had  become  utterly 
corrupt  and  abominable.  He  had  failed  to  preserve  a 
seed  which  could  feel,  and  make  their  countrymen  feel, 
that  the  service  of  the  God  of  Israel  was  a  reality  and 
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not  a  fiction.  Eli^s  faith  was  all  his  own;  it  brought 
no  one  within  its  circle;  it  created  no  atmosphere 
about  itself.  In  a  deeper  sense  than  the  most  literal 
and  obvious  one  the  lamp  was  waxing  dim  in  the  ark 
of  the  Lord.  No  one  was  keeping  the  flame  of  it  alive. 
The  people  felt  as  if  it  were  all  but  quenched  already. 
The  boy  Samuel  was  raised  up  to  tell  them  that  it 
would  soon  be  more  evidently  extinct  than  it  was  then, 
but  that  it  would  be  found  to  be  fed  from  a  hidden 
source,  to  be  kept  alive  by  another  than  Eli  or  his  sons. 
The  preservation  of  the  ark  and  the  sacrifices,  of  the 
most  inward  substance  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth, 
would  be  seen  to  depend,  not  upon  a  succession  in  the 
family  of  Aaron,  but  upon  Him  who  had  ordered  the 
succession,  upon  Him  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come. 
Thus  Samuel, — because  he  had  been  called  to  be  a 
prophet,  and  was  proved  to  be  one  by  signs,  which  all 
men  from  Dan  to  Beersheba  could  recognise, — was  a 
witness  that  an  hereditary  priesthood  derives  all  its 
worth  from  a  divine  presence  which  is  not  shut  up  in 
it  or  limited  by  it ;  and,  that,  without  that  presence  it 
means  nothing  and  is  nothing; — nay,  becomes  worse 
than  nothing,  a  plague  and  cancer  in  the  society, 
poisoning  its  very  heart,  spreading  disease  and  death 
through  it.  His  message  was  first  to  the  priest  him- 
self;  then  to  the  nation  concerning  the  priest.  For 
the  priest  was  as  yet  the  hereditary  functionary  in  the 
commonwealth.  He  was  the  only  person  who  could 
turn  duties  into  mere  routine;  who  could  make  his 
authority  and  his  reputation  a  plea  for  setting  up  the 
worship  of  false  gods  instead  of  the  worship  of  the 
living  and  true  God,  vile  orgies  instead  of  the  services 
of  the  holy  place  wherein  the  Most  High  was  dwelling, 
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The  jndge  had  no  power  to  do  this  kind  of  mischief. 
He  appeared  when  an  emergency  demandedhis  presence, 
lie  might  do  a  number  of  irregular,  tnrbulent,  anarchical 
acta ;  he  might  pasa  from  a  deliverer  and  defender  of 
bonndftries  into  a  tyrant.  But  his  power  died  with 
him.  There  were  several  attempts  to  perpetuate  it,  as 
for  instance,  in  the  family  of  Gideon.  An  illegitimate 
child  of  that  family  tried  to  malce  himself  a  king;  bat 
the  conecioDco  of  the  better  Israelites  was  against  the 
experiment.  The  disorders  and  jealousies  of  their  tribes 
were  equally  against  it.  It  was  as  unnatural  and  im- 
poBBible  for  them  all  to  confess  one  permanent  head,  or 
to  allow  him  to  transmit  hia  powers  to  others,  as  it  was 
natural  for  thorn  to  receive  and  follow  a  great  champion 
when  ho  proved  that  he  could  subdue  their  enemies  and 
gOTern  them.  These  champions  judged  them,  made 
them  understand  that  there  was  a  law  over  them  which 
thoy  muBt  obey ;  reclaimed  them  for  a  little  while  from 
thoir  wild  and  reckless  habits,  their  slavish  and  brutal 
idolatries.  Then  the  settled  order  of  the  priesthood  gave 
them  snmo  feeling  of  unity  as  a  nation ;  reminded  them 
that  an  unseen  God  had  called  them  to  be  His  people. 
Prosently  the  old  faotionsappeared again.  SomeLevite 
wont  off  with  a  particular  family,becameit8priest,intro- 
ducod  or  ratified  aomo  domestic  idolatry.  There  would 
b(i  new  tribe  wars,  fresh  attacks  from  their  neighbours 
mundabouttheni.moreof  feebleness andmore of  slavery. 
The  signal  downfall  of  the  nation  which  took  place  in 
Samuel's  day, — when  the  ark,  the  symbol  of  thepeople's 
uuity,  wa«  captured  by  the  Philistines, — prepared  the 
way  for  a  great  change  in  all  these  respects.  Samuel 
bectimeaiudgeiuadiSerentsensefromhispredecessors. 
llti  was  not  a  mere  warrior  or  hero  raised  up  to  put 
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down  a  particular  foe.  He  was  the  restorer  of  the 
whole  land ;  one  who  brought  the  different  parts  of  it 
into  connexion  with  each  other;  who  made  them  feel 
the  blessings  of  a  common  organisation, — the  necessity 
and  the  happiness  of  being  subject  to  government,  the 
misery  of  a  condition  of  things  in  which  each  man  did 
that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  It  would 
appear  that  the  Jews  had  never,  since  they  came  into 
the  promised  land,  experienced  so  orderly  and  righteous 
a  civil  government  as  during  the  time  in  which  Samuel 
ruled  them.  I  say  civil  government,  for  such  it  evi- 
dently was.  Samuel  was  in  the  strictest  sense  a 
Judge.  Whatever  other  functions  he  had,  this  was  one 
by  which  he  was  chiefly  and  most  distinctively  recog- 
nised. It  is  clear,  from  the  story  of  his  dedication  by 
Hannah,  that  he  was  a  priest, — and  that  circumstance 
is  of  considerable  importance  in  some  of  his  relations 
with  Saul ;  but  the  comparative  sinking  of  that  part 
of  his  character,  the  incidental  manner  in  which  it  is 
brought  out,  make  us  aware  how  much  more  prominent 
the  other  side  of  the  commonwealth  at  this  time  was  ;— 
how  much  the  legal,  judicial,  governing  element  was 
for  the  present  overshadowing  the  purely  sacrificial. 
But  if  it  should  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  Samuel 
was  a  less  devout  man  because  his  acts  were  more  of  a 
civil  than  of  a  sacerdotal  kind,  every  word  in  the 
history  will  refute  the  notion.  The  ark  of  God  had 
never  been  so  precious  to  any  earlier  Israelite  as  it  was 
to  him  who  lived  when  it  was  captured  and  brought 
back  again.  God  as  a  living  ruler  and  king,  was  pre- 
sent to  him  in  all  his  thoughts  and  acts.  He  existed 
only  to  bring  home  His  righteous  rule  to  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  his  countrymen.     We  must  understand 


6  THE  GBAYING  FOB  A  KING.  [sbrk. 

how  much  this  was  the  absorbing  purpose  of  his  mind, 
if  we  would  trace  what  passed  in  it  when  the  Elders  of 
Israel  came  to  him  with  the  request  "Make  us  a  king/' 
Such  a  request  I  said  just  now  could  scarcely  have 
been   made, — or  at   least   could  not   have  been  the 
expression  of   the  mind  of  any   great  body  of  the 
people, — in  the  previous  age.     But  Samuel's  reforma« 
tion  had  awakened  in  them  a  sense  of  order  to  which 
they  had  been  strangers  before.     The  words  "  Elders 
of  Israel "  themselves  show  how  much  had  been  done 
to  revive  the  institutions  of  Moses,  to  call  out   the 
family  and  tribe  sympathies  which  were  at  the  root 
of  those  institutions ; — and  to  make  them  ministers 
of  union,  not,   as   they  had  been,  of   division.     So 
strongly  had  this  femily  feeling  been  awakened,  that 
Samuel's  sons,  it  seems  from  the  next  passage,  had, 
without  any  formal  election  or  designation,  performed 
some  of  the  functions  of  their  father.     A  tendency 
to  hereditary  succession  was  unfolding  itself   in  the 
mind  of  the  people,  and  was  connecting  itself  directly 
with  the  civil  as  it  had  before  been  connected  with 
the  ecclesiastical,  forms  of  the  commonwealth.     But 
Samuel's  sons  did  not  walk  in  his  ways.     They  were 
self-seekers;   they  were  suspected  of  taking  bribes. 
The  effect  of  this  distrust  was  just  that  which  proceeds 
in  all  ages  from  the  same  cause, — dissatisfaction,  a  cry 
for  change,  a  feeling  that  the  fault  of  the  person  who 
administers  implies  some  evil  or  defect  in  that  which  he 
has  to  administer.     But  the  change  which  these  elders 
craved  for  was  not  a  greater  independence  of  authority. 
They  had  a  sense  of  wanting  authority.     The  degene- 
racy of  Samuel's  sons  did  not,  as  we  might  have  fancied, 
make  them  suspicious  of  a  ruler  who  should  establish  a 
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family.  It  only  made  them  long  for  a  different  sort  of 
rule,  for  one  which  should  be  less  irregular  and  fluctu- 
ating. They  were  not  like  the  nations  round  about  > 
they  seemed  to  be  at  a  manifest  disadvantage  when  they 
fought  with  them ;  they  had  no  regular  leader  of  their 
armies,  no  one  who  could  set  them  in  array  and  go  forth 
at  the  head  of  them.  It  is  evident  from  another  pas- 
sage,— in  which  it  is  said  that  they  desired  a  king 
because  Nahash,  the  king  of  Ammon,  was  coming  out 
against  them, — that  this  was  their  uppermost  thought. 
A  king  signified  to  them  little  more  than  a  general. 
There  was  something  else  in  their  minds  than  this ; 
something  at  least  was  implied  in  this  which  was  deeper 
than  the  rude  craving  for  a  man  in  a  target  of  brass 
and  with  a  spear  like  a  weaver's  beam.  The  discipline 
and  the  coherency  of  an  army  have  a  charm  which  the 
inmost  spirit  recognises,  and  which  could  not  exist  if  it 
was  without  a  directing  head. 

But  the  thing  displeased  Samuel  and  he  cried  unto 
the  Lord.  Why  did  it  displease  him  ?  Men  who  think 
themselves  very  clever  have  answered :  "  Of  course, 
because  he  was  seeking  to  aggrandise  his  own  family. 
He  had  a  cunning  plan  of  advancing  his  sons  which 
this  new  proposition  would  defeat.^'  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  confute  such  a  notion  by  proclaiming  that  the 
characters  in  Scripture  are  different  from  other  charac- 
ters. It  is  quite  enough  to  say  that  if  such  a  character 
as  Samuel's  were  met  with  in  any  history  whatever, 
this  would  be  a  low,  paltry,  vulgar  way  of  accounting 
for  his  acts.  He  had  all  his  life  been  possessed  with 
one  great  conviction,  that  the  righteous  God  was  King 
of  the  land.  In  His  name  and  in  His  strength,  he  had 
been  putting  down  wrong  and  asserting  right.     He 
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had  taken  no  man's  ass  and  had  handled  no  hribea,  had 
sought  for  trnth  in  his  inwnrd  parts,  and  had  striven  tn 
speak  and  act  the  truth  outwardly.  To  suppose  that 
he  had  been  plotting  all  his  days  for  those  miserable 
objects  which  have  made  Popes  execrable  and  have 
overthrown  the  kingdoms  of  modern  dynasts,  is  to  con- 
found all  distinctions,  to  make  the  records  of  humanity 
merely  the  records  of  the  pettinesses  and  crimes  which 
have  destroyed  it.  If  Samuel  was  conscious  of  any  such 
desire  in  his  heart,^ — and  it  may  doubtless  have  been 
there,  as  any,  even  the  vilest  desire  may  be  working  in 
him  who  abhors  it  most, — he  would  indeed  have  cried 
to  the  Lord  to  deliver  him  from  such  godJessness,  and 
his  nation  from  the  effects  of  it.  He  did  cry  to  the 
Lord  because  the  thing  displeased  him,  because  he  had 
a  sense  that  there  was  something  very  wrong  in  the 
wish  which  his  countrymen  were  cherishing ;  perhaps, 
— and  such  a  feeling  was  not  wrong,  though  wrong 
might  be  very  near  it, — because  he  discovered  in  thom 
much  ingratitude  to  himself  ;  because  he  thought  his 
government  was  better  than  any  they  would  substitute 
for  it,  because  he  did  not  believe,  or  tried  not  to 
believe  the  ills  which  were  impated  to  his  sons.  All 
these  were  good  reasons  for  praying  to  the  Lord ;  for  a 
man  does  that  with  very  little  fervency  if  he  is  quite 
clear  about  his  own  conclnsion,  if  he  sees  his  way  aud 
is  in  no  sort  of  embarrassment  or  perplexity.  It  is  a 
sense  of  dimness  and  confusion  which  drives  us  to  the 
source  of  light.  We  do  not  know  what  we  ought  to 
think  about  this  thing  or  that,  and  we  want  to  be  told 
what  we  should  think  about  it ;  we  want  to  have  our 
displeasure  deepened  if  it  is  right  and  taken  away  if  it 
is  wrong;  or  if,  as  most  often  happens,  it  is  partly 
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right  and  partly  wrong,  that  the  good  should  be 
separated  from  the  evil,  the  first  reinforced  with  God^s 
own  might,  the  other  utterly  cast  out.  In  such  a  state 
of  mind,  I  apprehend,  Samuel  prayed  unto  the  Lord, 
or  else  into  such  a  state  of  mind  he  came  while  he  was 
praying.  And  so  his  prayers  led  to  an  honest  practical 
result,  a  result  to  which  the  displeasure  without  the 
prayer  would  certainly  not  have  brought  him. 

'^  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Hearken  unto  the 
voice  of  the  people  in  all  that  they  say  unto  thee  :  for 
they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  Me, 
that  I  should  not  reign  over  them/'  Such  an  answer 
sounds  at  first  most  strange,  most  perplexing  !  '  Hear- 
ken unto  them— /or  they  have  rejected  Me  !  Yield  to 
them  because  they  are  doing  a  worse  thing  than  you 
supposed  they  were  doing.  Let  them  have  their  way, 
seeing  that  they  are  not  changing  a  mere  form  of 
government  but  breaking  loose  from  the  principle  upon 
which  their  nation  has  stood  from  its  foundation/  No 
contradiction  can  seem  greater.  And  yet  no  Jewish 
statesman  or  prophet  could  do  the  work  that  was  given 
him  to  do,  could  be  God's  faithful  witness,  if  he  did 
not  enter  into  the  very  heart  of  this  contradiction  ;  if 
he  did  not  mould  his  own  conduct  according  to  the 
deep  truth  which  was  implied  in  it.  His  impulse  was 
to  maintain  the  order  of  things  which  he  found  estab- 
lished in  his  day.  He  believed  that  order  was  God's 
order ;  he  dared  not  refer  it  to  any  lower  source.  He 
administered  that  order  in  this  faith :  if  it  forsook  him 
he  became  careless  and  corrupt.  Could  God's  order 
then  be  changed  ?  Was  He  not  by  His  very  nature, 
the  Unchangeable  ?  Was  it  not  the  highest  duty  to 
make  the  people  feel  that  this  was  His  character  ? 
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Was  it  not  thas  that  their  own  frivolity  and  passion  for 
change  would  be  corrected  ?  When  the  impulse 
into  reasoning  yon  cannot  easily  detect  a  flaw  in  it  j 
and  yet  it  was  stronger  still  while  it  remained  an 
impulse  and  did  not  pass  into  reasoning.  Nothing 
bnt  prayer  to  the  nnchangeable  God  conld  show 
wherein  both  were  false  and  might  lead  to  falsehood. 
The  unehangeableness  of  God  is  not  to  be  confounded 
with  the  rigidness  of  a  rule  or  a  system.  If  it  is  so 
confounded  the  purpose  and  nature  of  His  government 
are  forgotten.  He,  the  Perfect  and  Absolute  Will,  has 
created  beings  with  wills,  beings  made  in  His  own 
image.  He  educates  them;  He  desires  that  they 
should  know  His  will,  that  is  to  say  Himself.  They 
are  to  learn  what  they  themselves  are;  what  they 
would  make  of  themselves ;  what  He  would  make  of 
them ; — partly  by  an  experience  of  the  effects  of  their 
own  wilfulness,  partly  by  the  results  which  He  brings 
to  pass  in  spite  of  that  wilfulness,  nay,  by  means  of  it. 
This  is  the  explanation  of  the  paradox.  '  Hearken 
unto  them,  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee  but  Me.' 
If  this  was  a  personal  question, — if  the  wish  of  the 
people  was  one  which  you  might  regard  merely  as  an 
offence  to  you, — there  would  be  a  pretext  for  fighting 
with  them,  and  insisting  upon  their  surrendering  them- 
selves to  your  judgment.  But  if  you  take  a  more 
accurate  measure  of  their  wrong, — if  you  feel  it  to  be 
an  act  of  unbelief  in  My  unseen  government,  and  a 
desire  to  substitute  a  visible  for  an  invisible  ruler, — 
you  will  not  think  you  can  deal  with  such  perversenesa 
by  any  petty  scheme  of  yours,  by  a  mere  adherence  to 
existing  forms.  The  evil  requires  a  far  deeper  and 
more  radical  treatment;  the  people  must  be  taught 
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that  they  have  an  nnseen  ruler,  and  cannot  live  or  act 
without  one.  The  preservation  of  you  as  a  judge,  the 
preservation  of  the  system  of  government  by  judges, 
would  be  no  such  lesson.  It  would  only  be  a  question 
between  one  kind  of  outward  rule  and  another ;  you 
would  be  attaching  the  same  kind  of  false  and  dan- 
gerous importance  to  the  ancient  scheme  which  they 
attach  to  the  novel  one.  There  is  nothing  strange  in 
this  desire  of  theirs.  'According  to  all  the  works 
which  they  have  done  since  the  day  that  I  brought 
them  up  out  of  Egypt  even  unto  this  day,  wherewith 
they  have  forsaken  Me,  and  served  other  gods,  so  do 
they  also  unto  thee.'  The  same  idolatrous  tendency, 
the  same  unbelief  in  an  invisible  government  has  been 
in  them  throughout.  With  that  tendency  have  I  been 
striving  by  a  series  of  wonderful,  orderly  methods ;  you 
experience  the  bitterness  of  it  now.  Believe  that  this 
is  part  of  your  privilege  as  My  servant,  to  encounter 
the  same  kind  of  opposition  which  I  encounter  from 
the  self-will  of  men;  to  understand  what  My  heart 
towards  them  is  through  your  own.  And  therefore 
tell  them  what  manner  of  a  king  will  reign  over  them. 
Tell  them  that  he  will  take  their  sons  for  his  chariots  and 
to  be  his  horsemen,  and  their  daughters  to  be  confec- 
tioners and  cooks ;  and  that  their  fields  and  their  olive- 
yards  and  their  vineyards  he  will  give  to  his  servants. 
Let  them  know  what  the  general  of  armies  whom  they 
crave  for  as  a  deliverer  will  do  to  bring  them  into  bond- 
age; but  do  not  resist  a  desire  which  has  a  deeper 
meaning  in  it  than  you  know,  which  will  produce  imme- 
diate sorrows,  but  in  which  is  hidden  a  divine  purpose 
for  the  good  and  not  the  destruction  of  your  people.' 
In  a  very  remarkable  sense  then  the  vox  popuU  was 
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the  vox  Dei  even  when  the  two  voices  seemed  most 
utterly  out  of  harmony.  The  prophet  waa  not  merely 
to  notice  the  oatward  and  obvious  discord  between 

a  ;  he  was  to  listen  with  purged  ears  till  he  found 
where  one  became  really  the  echo  of  the  other. 

The  Jews  were  asking  for  heavy  punishments  which 
they  needed ;  without  which  the  evil  that  was  in  them 
could  not  have  been  brought  to  light  or  cured.  But 
they  were  asking  also  for  something  besides  punishment, 
for  that  in  which  lay  the  seeds  of  the  highest  blessing. 
The  king  to  lead  their  armies,  the  new  military  ruler 
who  would  make  them  like  the  nations  round  about 
them,  would  bring  upon  them  all  the  plagues  of  which 
Samuel  was  commanded  to  warn  them.  He  would  do 
worse  things  for  them  than  make  their  daughters  confec- 
tioners, or  than  take  their  fields  and  oliveyards  for  his 
servants.  Ho  would  cultivate  all  their  most  idolatrous 
tendencies,  and  would  give  them  the  freest  scope  while 
he  crushed  and  enslaved  all  that  was  better  and  nobler 
in  them.  But  beneath  this  dark  counterfeit  image  was 
hidden  the  image  of  a  true  king  reigning  in  vighteous- 
nesa,  the  asserttT  of  truth,  order,  unity  in  the  land,  the 
helper  of  the  poor,  who  would  not  judge  after  the  sight 
of  his  eye,  nor  reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears, 
but  would  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth, 
and  with  the  breath  of  bis  hps  would  slay  the  wicked. 

Such  true  kings,  kings  after  His  own  heart,  God 
would  in  due  time  bring  forth.  Such  kings — instead 
of  intercepting  the  rays  of  Hia  light,  instead  of  putting 
themselves  in  place  of  Ilim — would  continually  remind 
their  subjects  of  His  preseuco ;  would  impart  to  them 
a  sense  of  divine  government  which  they  had  never  pos- 
BUBsed  before ;  would  umke  them  understand  that  a  true 
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divine  government  must  also  be  a  true  hnman  govern- 
ment ;  that  man  is  made  in  the  image  of  God ;  that  the 
heavenly  offices  are  represented  in  the  earthly.  And 
though  such  kings  might  leave  sons  more  utterly  unlike 
them  than  Samuel's  sods  were  to  himself^  yet  this  degene- 
racy would  not  prove  that  the  desire  for  a  family  succes- 
fiion  was  a  false  one,  that  it  did  not  answer  to  a  deep 
want  in  the  heart  of  man  which  God  designed  to  satisfy. 
The  belief  in  a  race  reigning  by  covenant  with  God,  would 
give  to  the  people  a  sense  of  the  continuity  of  their 
nation,  of  the  sacred  and  intimate  relation  between  one 
age  of  it  and  another,  of  that  relation  being  interwoven 
with  and  inseparable  from  the  family  relation,  which 
would  be  an  abundant  compensation  for  the  depravities 
and  misdoings  of  particular  sovereigns — ^nay,  which 
would  convert  those  depravities  and  misdoings  into 
arguments  and  evidences  of  God's  abiding  and  eternal 
dominion. 

Samuel  could  see  little  of  these  good  things,  which 
lay  hidden  in  the  womb  of  time,  to  be  brought  forth 
in  their  appointed  season.  He  could  only  walk  in  the 
dark  by  faith  not  sight,  slowly  coming  to  understand 
so  much  of  the  divine  precept  as  enabled  him  to  obey 
it.  His  after  life  is  full  of  melancholy  yet  consolatory 
instruction.  He  goes  into  obscurity  as  a  good  man 
should,  when  he  feels  that  his  main  work  is  done.  He 
comes  forth  whenever  there  is  need  for  him ; — showing 
that  the  power  which  he  once  possessed  is  as  real  as 
ever,  though  it  has  another  and  safer  dwelling  than 
with  the  temporary  and  earthly  steward  of  it.  His 
last  years  are  years  of  sorrow.  The  king  whom  he  has 
anointed  has  too  faithfully  fulfilled  all  his  fears  and 
prognostics.     Yet  there  lies  in  the  dim  distance  the 
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hope  of  one,  then  a  fugitive  and  an  outlaw,  who  might 
become  a  true  shepherd  of  the  people,  the  author  of  a 
progeny  which  should  rule  and  bless  the  nations. 

But  as  I  intimated  at  the  beginning  of  this  sermon, 
the  meaning  of  his  life  is  not  exhausted  in  himself. 
He  too  is  to  be  the  beginner  of  a  race,  though  not  of 
one  which  is  to  be  propagated  like  that  of  the  kings. 
It  was  a  race  which  would  include  like  the  other  a 
number  of  evil  and  degenerate  children,  who  would 
turn  their  gifts  to  worse  uses,  who  would  more  directly 
blaspheme  the  source  of  theii'  gifts,  than  the  civil  rulers 
were  able  to  do.  There  is  no  charm  in  any  ordinance 
whatever,  in  the  snccessioa  of  son  to  father,  or  of  papil 
to  teacher,  to  prevent  snch  results  as  these.  If  there 
were,  we  should  fall  down  and  worship  institutions 
and  arrangements,  instead  of  worshipping  God.  He 
pours  contempt  upon  the  best  devices — upon  those 
which  bear  most  the  stamp  of  His  own  wisdom, — when 
they  exalt  themselves  against  Him.  The  wise  father 
has  not  to  shed  more  bitter  tears  over  the  foolish  son 
than  the  godly  self-sacrificing  teacher  has  over  the 
disciple  who  turns  his  truest  words  into  falsehoods,  his 
most  faithful  acts  into  excuses  for  sin.  But  under  the 
guidance  of  a  living  God,  the  seed  of  the  prophets 
became  the  blessed  countei'acter  of  the  evd,  the  inter- 
pi'eter  of  the  good  which  was  to  come  from  the  seed  of 
the  kings.  As  the  first  of  them  trampled  upon  the 
hereditary  charm  of  the  priesthood  that  he  might 
assert  the  glory  of  Him  who  had  appointed  the  priests, 
flo  his  successors  were  to  break  through  the  hereditary 
and  tradition  of  royalty,  that  they  might  declare 
that  covenant  which  was  the  foundation  of  royalty ; — 
the  Giver  of  the  covenant  from  whom  royalty  derived 
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its  primary  sanction.  His  continual  claim  npon  the 
obedience  of  His  subjects.  This  work  was  never  to 
become  extinct,  till  it  had  obtained  its  perfect  fulfil- 
ment ; — no,  not  to  become  extinct  then,  for  the  revela- 
tion of  a  perfect  Prophet,  a  perfect  Priest,  a  perfect 
King,  would  be  but  the  commencement  of  a  new  and 
universal  society,  grounded  upon  the  fact  of  His 
appearance, — as  all  previous  society  had  been  upon 
the  belief  of  His  reality  and  the  hope  of  His  mani- 
festation. 

How  prophets  and  kings  accomplished  their  respec- 
tive missions, — how  each  explained  the  mission  of  the 
other,  how  much  was  learned  by  their  errors  and 
imperfections  because  there  was  a  higher  ruler  and 
teacher  than  either, — I  may,  if  God  permit,  consider 
in  future  sermons.  We  may  find  that  the  great  ultimate 
objects  which  the  divine  ministers  were  to  keep  in 
sight  do  not  in  the  least  prevent  them  from  suggesting 
to  us  innumerable  hints,  and  discovering  the  deepest 
principles,  for  our  guidance  in  the  commonest  tran- 
sactions of  our  lives.  The  more  earnestly  we  desire 
to  understand  God's  ways  to  us,  and  how  we  may 
walk  in  His  ways,  the  more  light  will  these  records 
afford  us. 

One  glimpse  of  such  light,  I  think,  you  may  have 
obtained  from  the  subject  which  has  occupied  us  this 
afternoon.  You  may  have  seen  how  possible  it  is  in 
our  dealings  with  our  fellow-creatures  to  fight  too 
obstinately  with  their  wilfulness,  because  we  do  not 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  evil  of  it.  We  fancy  that 
we  can  resist  it  by  strengthening  certain  mud  banks 
which  had  a  real  worth  when  they  were  formed,  but 
which  were  intended  for  a  purpose  that  has  been 
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fulfilled.  If  W6  saw  how  mighty  the  flood  was,  what 
was  likely  to  sweep  away,  we  should  feel  that  we 
needed  some  diviner  and  more  permanent  defence. 
That  we  may  bring  forth  deep  and  eternal  principles 
into  fnller  manifestation,  we  should  not  scruple  to 
concede  that  for  which  we  have  a  strong  personal 
affection ;  we  should  acknowledge  that  the  sins  of 
rulers  must  lead  to  changes  we  cannot  contemplate 
without  fear ;  we  should  even  adopt  names  and  titles 
of  which  we  have  a  reasonable  dread.  Our  best 
maxims,  our  dearest  heirlooms  are  worthless  and  dead 
if  they  do  not  bear  witness  of  the  Living  God.  He 
may  sanctify  and  consecrate  that  which  seems  most 
opposed  to  them.  This  lesson  I  think  is  one  of 
frequent  and  various  application  in  our  individual  and 
national  experience.  There  is  another  still  more  pre- 
cious, that  we  should  never  despair  when  a  people 
appears  to  be  most  bent  on  mischief,  not  even  when  all 
powers,  civil  and  spiritual,  are  conspiring  with  it. 
Samuel  had  more  than  once  or  twice  in  his  life,  an 
excuse  for  thinking  that  all  these  influences  were  lead- 
ing to  the  ruin  of  his  land.  Yet  deliverance  came 
through  the  very  acts  which  these  evils  made  necessary. 
And  this  was  one  of  a  series  of  instances  in  which 
self-will  was  found  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  high  and 
gracious  Will.  The  last  of  that  series  explained  the 
meaning  of  all  that  went  before.  "  Of  a  truth,"  said 
the  little  band  of  disciples  who  were  gathered  in  the 
upper  room  of  Jerusalem — "  Of  a  truth,  against  thy 
holy  child  Jesus, — whom  thou  hast  anointed,  both 
Herod,  and  Pontius  PUate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
people  of  Israel,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do 
'  whatsoever  thy  hand  and  thy   coansel    determined 
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before  to  be  done/'  Oh,  that  while  we  lay  to  heart 
this  consolation  we  may  also  join  in  the  prayer  which 
followed  it :  '^  And  now,  Lord,  behold  their  threat- 
enings :  and  grant  unto  thy  servants,  that  with  all 
boldness  they  may  speak  thy  word,  by  stretching  forth 
thine  hand  to  heal ;  and  that  signs  and  wonders  may 
be  done  by  the  name  of  thy  holy  child  Jesus/' 
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SEEMON  n. 

THE  LIFE  OF  SAUL. 

(Lincoln's  Iwn,  23rd  Simdcvy  after  Trinity.— -Nov.  23, 1851.) 

Wherefore  they  say,  "  Is  Saul  among  the  Prophets  ?  " — 1  Samukl  xix.  24. 

This  question,  which  became  proverbial,  is  referred 
in  the  Book  of  Samuel  to  two  different  incidents 
in  the  life  of  Saul.  He  is  said  to  have  met  a  troop  of 
prophets  before  he  was  chosen  king,  when  he  was  known 
only  as  the  son  of  Kish  the  Benjamite,  and  to  have  been 
suddenly  seized  with  their  spirit.  He  is  said  in  the 
latter  and  degenerate  period  of  his  reign,  when  he  was 
persecuting  David,  to  have  gone  down  to  Bamah  in 
search  of  his  son-in-law,  "  and  the  Spirit  of  God  was 
upon  him  also,  and  he  went  on,  and  prophesied  until  he 
came  to  Naioth  in  Ramah/'  It  is  the  fashion  of  our 
times  to  suppose  that  these  must  be  two  versions  of  the 
same  f actpreserved  by  different  chroniclers,  and  brought 
together  by  some  careless  compiler.  I  venture  to  think 
that  that  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  not  a  necessary 
one,  not  even  the  most  probable  one.  I  believe  that 
there  occur  in  most  of  our  lives  events,  often  separated 
by  many  years,  which  look  as  if  one  was  the  repetition 
of  the  other.     I  fancy  that  those  who   reflect,  may 
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discover  in  such   recurring  incidents  very  striking, 
often  very  sad,  memorials  of  what  they  have  been  and 
of  what  they  are ;  very  awful  witnesses  of  their  own 
identity,  amidst  all  the  changes  that  have  befallen  them, 
and  the  more  terrible  changes  that  have  taken  place 
within  them.     As  it  sometimes  assists  a  man's  medita- 
tions to  walk  amongst  the  same  trees  under  the  shade 
of  which  he  walked,  or  to  watch  the  sea  from  the  same 
point  from  which  he  watched  it,  twenty  or  thirty  years 
before ;  so  these  startling  revivals  of  past  experiences, 
these  relapses  into  states  of  feeling  that  have  been  un- 
known for  a  long  season,  must  be  more  powerful  reve- 
lations to  him  respecting  the  unity  of  the  past  and 
present  in  his  inward  history.     And  if  so,  a  faithful 
biographer  will  be  careful  to  record  such  pairs  of  events. 
He  will  find  them  especially  useful  in  making  the  life  of 
his  hero  intelligible.   They  will  give  his  reader,  though 
he  may  not  know  why,  a  sense  that  he  is  meeting 
with  an  actual  man,  not  merely  with  a  man  in  a  book. 
We  shall  understand  better  how  this  observation  ap- 
plies to  Saul's  history,  if  we  trace  it  as  it  is  delivered  in 
the  Bible.   There  is  a  way  of  presenting  what  is  called 
the  rationale  of  the  Bible  narratives,  stripping  them  of 
their  mystical  and  theological  adjuncts,  which  I  do  ncu 
profess  to  follow.     If  I  did,  I  should  have  to  teU  you 
that  Saul  was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Israel,  because  he 
was  the  tallest  and  strongest  man  among  them ;  that 
while  the  novelty  of  royalty  lasted,  he  retained  his 
popularity ;  that  he  lost  it  partly  through  the  influence 
of  the  prophet  Samuel,  who  feared  that  he  was  breaking 
loose  from  his  influence  and  taking  a  course  of  his  own, 
and  who  therefore  represented  him  as  having  violated 
some  of  the  duties  which  belonged  to  a  theocratic 
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sovereign  ;  that  a  jOMUg  and  brilliant  rival  pnt  i 
by  this  venerated  teacher  supplanted  him  in  the  affec- 
tion of  hia  people  and  even  of  his  own  family ;  that 
jealousy  at  the  admiration  which  was  excited  by  this 
adventurer,  and  fear  that  he  would  actually  obtain  the 
kingdom,  overthrew  hia  reason ;  that  he  fell  into  wild, 
arbitrary,  and  desperate  coursea,  provoked  a  war  with 
the  PhilistineB.anddied  in  battle.  It  seems  to  some  that 
the  records  of  our  book  become  vastly  more  real  when 
they  are  pat  into  this  modem  dress  and  made  to  look 
as  if  they  had  been  taken  ont  of  a  journal  of  the  day. 
And  I  do  not  deny  that  such  paraphrases  may  be  an 
escape  from  the  dryness  and  formality  with  which  Scrip- 
ture narratives  are  sometimes  offered  to  us,  as  if  they 
referred  to  beings  o£  a  different  nature  from  our  own ; 
as  if,  because  they  speak  of  God,  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  man.  But  I  venture  to  douht  whether  the 
phraseology  of  newspapers  is  after  all  the  most  real,  the 
most  human,  the  most  historical }  whether  the  conven- 
tional formulas  which  describe  so  readUy  and  so  satis- 
factorily to  our  minds  the  causes  that  produce  popular 
or  royal  folhea  or  perversities,  do  convey  any  distinct  or 
living  impressions  to  us ;  whether  we  must  not  render 
the  modem  dialect  back  into  the  ancient  one  from  which 
we  have  translated  it,  before  we  can  hope  honestly  to 
understand  it,  or  to  bring  what  passes  among  ourselves 
into  comparison  or  correspondence  with  the  history 
that  is  deUvered  in  it. 

For  instance,  it  may  be  very  true  and  very  needful 
to  remember  that  the  height  of  Saul's  stature  and  the 
comeliness  of  his  person,  had  much  to  do  with  his 
being  made  the  first  king  of  Israel.  But  if  instead  of 
Baying  that  the  people  elected  him  for  this  reason,  we 
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follow  the  Scripture  narrative  strictly,  and  say  that  he 
being  a  member  of  an  insignificant  family  in  the  smallest 
tribe  of  Israel,  and  therefore  being  most  unlikely  to  be 
selected  by  the  people,  and  having  no  dream  of  any 
such  honour  for  himself,  was  marked  out  by  God  as 
the  person  on  whom  He  would  bestow  it, — I  believe 
we  shall  obtain  a  light,  not  upon  this  fact  only,  but 
upon  a  multitude  that  have  occurred  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  which  stand  in  great  need  of  explanation, 
and  which  are  certainly  not  explained  by  the  common- 
places of  ordinary  narrators,  even  if  they  caU  them- 
selves  philosophical.     In  a  number  of  cases  (the  annals 
of  every  nation,  and  of  almost  every  age,  supply  some) 
an  inconceivably  trifling  incident,  as  trifling  as  that 
of  Saul  going  out  in  search  of  his  father^s  asses,  has 
brought  forth  the  man  whom  a  people  feel  to  be,  not 
selected  by  them,  but  given  to  them;  whom  they  adopt 
and  embrace,  they  know  not  why ;  and  who,  whether 
or  not  he  is  able  to  guide  and  govern  them,  proves  to 
be  a  faithful  representative  of  their  own  state  of  mind, 
the  very  type  and  embodiment  of  that  character  and 
those  habits  of  mind  which  they  are  themselves  ex- 
hibiting.    This  is  the  fact.     It  has  nothing  to  do  with 
theories  about  who  are  or  ought  to  be  the  choosers 
of  a  ruler,  with  the  maxims  which  guide  or  should 
guide  their  choice  of  him.     He  is  there;   he  comes 
to  them.     Whether  you  like  it  or  not,  you  must  refer, 
you  do  refer,  his  appearance  to  some  invisible  agency. 
You  may  call  that  agency  Chance,  if  you  like.     If  you 
know  no  other  name,  that  is  of  course  the  one  which 
you  will  resort  to.     If  you  are  content  with  it,  there 
is  no  more  to  be  said.     But  mankind  has  not  been 
content  with  it.    Men  have  said,  there  must  be  an 
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order  in  these  events  apparently  so  Eortcitous.  They 
have  insisted  upon  knowing  something  about  that  order 
and  who  directs  it.  If  now  in  this  nineteenth  century, 
this  eentnry  of  science,  you  choose  to  say,  there  is  no 
order  in  all  this, — your  language  at  all  events  sounds  as 
if  you  were  retrograding  not  progressing,  as  if  yon 
were  falling  back  upon  the  crudest  notions  of  barhariBm. 
Bat  if  not,  you  may  liaton  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Scripture  accounts  for  one  of  these  instances,  and  in 
that  one  for  all,  whensoever  and  wheresoever  they  take 
place.  He,  it  says,  who  governed  the  Israelites,  who 
was  their  real  king,  had  taught  His  judgo  and  prophet 
that  he  was  not  to  resist  the  craving  of  the  people, — 
though  it  was  a  self-willed,  idolatrous,  mischievous 
craving, — to  have  a  raler  of  their  armies  who  should 
make  them  like  the  nations  round  about ;  that  he  was 
to  yield  to  them  and  let  them  have  their  way.  And 
now,  it  is  said,  God  appointed  the  king  who  would 
answer  to  the  desires  of  this  people,  who  was  the  kind 
of  man  that  they  had  conceived  of, — cast  in  their  own 
mould,  distinguished  from  them  chiefly  by  mere  out- 
ward superiority, — the  very  person  who  would  cause 
them  to  experience  that  which  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  them  to  experience.  Scripture  says  that  Samuel 
the  prophet  was  taught  to  perceive  that  this  was  the 
man  whom  God  had  chosen  for  them ;  that  he  anointed 
him ;  and  that  he  became  their  king  accordingly. 

We  are  not  told  any  remarkable  points  in  the  cha- 
racter or  early  discipline  of  the  man  who  was  appointed 
to  this  office ;  there  were  probably  none  to  tell.  But 
as  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  notice  in  the  earber 
Scripture  narratives,  a  man  not  distinguished  from  his 
fellows  by  any  pecubar  gifts,  merely  a  specimen  of  the 
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ordinary,  the  most  ordinary,  hnman  material,  may 
nevertheless  be  brought  most  livingly  before  us ;  we 
may  be  compelled  to  feel  that  he  is  an  individual  man, 
one  of  ourselves,  and  simply  as  such  to  care  for  him. 

We  must  read  the  story  of  SauFs  journey  in  search 
of  the  asses ;  of  his  servant's  advice  to  him  about  the 
prophet  '  the  honourable  man,  the  man  of  God,'  whose 
words  would  surely  come  to  pass,  and  who  might  tell 
them  the  way  they  should  go ;  of  the  maidens  coming 
down  the  hill  to  draw  water,  who  told  him  how  the 
people  wer^  gone  up  to  the  high  place  to  a  sacrifice, 
and  how  the  seer  would  presently  come  to  bless  it ;  of 
the  first  meeting  of  the  Benjamite  with  the  holy  man, 
and  of  the  wonder  with  which  he  heard  that  a  portion 
of  the  sacrifice  was  set  apart  for  him,  and  that  the 
desire  of  Israel  was  upon  him  and  upon  his  father's 
house — we  must  read  this  story  oftentimes  in  order  to 
understand  how  a  few  lines  may  bring  a  whole  picture 
before  us,  and  make  us  acquainted  with  what  is  pass- 
ing in  a  region  into  which  a  mere  picture  cannot  lead 
us.  The  historian  does  not  talk  about  the  subjects  of 
his  narrative,  but  shows  them  to  us.  All  is,  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  word,  dramatical.  The  men  are 
made  known  to  us  in  their  doings,  and  we  feel  that 
there  is  a  clear  light  falling  upon  them  from  above  by 
which  we  are  enabled  to  see  them. 

Then  comes  in  that  passage  in  the  story  of  Saul  to 
which  I  alluded  before.  It  is  thus  foretold  to  him  by 
Samuel.  "  When  thou  art  departed  from  me  to-day, 
then  thou  shalt  find  two  men  by  Rachel's  sepulchre  in 
the  border  of  Benjamin  at  Zelzah  :  then  shalt  thou  go 
on  forward  from  thence,  and  thou  shalt  come  to  the 
plain  of  Tabor,  and  there  shall  meet  thee  three  men 
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going  up  to  God  to  Bethel,  one  carrying  three  kids,  and 
another  carrying  three  loaves  of  bread,  and  another 
carrying  a  bottle  of  wine.  And  they  will  salute  thee, 
and  give  theo  two  loaves  of  bread ;  which  thou  shalt 
receive  at  their  bands.  After  that  thou  shalt  come  to 
the  hill  of  God,  where  ia  the  garrison  of  the  Philistines. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  thou  art  come  thither 
to  the  city,  that  thou  shalt  meet  a  company  of  prophets 
coming  down  from  the  high  place,  with  a  psaltery,  and 
a  tabret  and  a  pipe,  and  a  harp,  before  them  ;  and  they 
shall  prophesy.  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come 
upon  thee,  and  thou  shalt  prophesy  witli  them,  and  shalt 
be  turned  into  another  man." — 1  Sam.  x.  2-6. 

There  are  moments,  yon  may  all  have  noticed  them, 
in  the  mind  of  the  dullest,  most  prosaic  man,  when  un- 
known springs  seem  to  be  opened  in  him ; — when 
either  Home  new  and  powerful  affection,  or  quite  as 
often  the  sense  of  a  vocation,  fills  him  with  thoughts 
and  cauflos  him  to  utti^r  words  which  are  quite  alien 
from  hiH  ordinary  habits,  and  yet  which  you  are  sure 
ho  cannot  have  boon  taught  by  any  other  person, — 
they  have  in  them  such  a  pledge  and  savour  of  origin- 
ality. Yon  say  involuntarily,  "he  Houmed  for  the 
moment  quite  inspired,  he  became  another  man."  Are 
you  not  also  half  inclined  to  say,  "  Now,  for  the  first 
time,  the  man  has  come  forth.  Hitherto  a  cold  barren 
nature,  or  a  formal  education,  has  choked  up  the  life  that 
was  in  him ;  now  it  is  bursting  Ihrougli  artificial  dams, 
through  mud  barriers.  Now  wo  can  sue  what  is  in  him." 
Soon  perhaps  he  sinks  back  into  what  he  was  before. 
There  are  no  more  traces  of  that  splendour  than  of  a 
sunset  after  the  shades  of  night  have  closed  in;  but  it 
has  been ;  it  has  brought  something  to  light  which  yon 


II.]  THE  PEEPAEATION  OF  A  KING.  25 

could  never  have  dreamed  of  but  for  that  momentary 
appearance ;  you  feel  as  if  you  had  a  right  to  think  of 
the  man,  to  measure  his  capacity,  by  that  which  spoke 
forth  in  him  at  that  instant  more  than  by  all  the  rest 
of  his  existence. 

Now  it  is  a  fact  of  this  kind  which  this  record  dis- 
closes to  us.  Only  it  is  a  fact  not  separated  from  the 
law  and  principle  of  it,  but  explaining  that  law  and 
principle  to  us.  "  God  gave  him  another  heart :  the 
Spirit  of  God  came  upon  him  '^— these  are  the  words 
which  tell  us  what  that  prophetic  impulse  denoted. 
Then  Saul  became  conscious  of  thoughts  and  desires 
altogether  new  and  wonderful.  The  same  earth  and 
skies  were  about  him,  but  he  himself  was  different. 
He  looked  out  upon  all  things  with  different  eyes.  And 
this  was  because  the  Spirit  of  God  had  apprehended 
him.  He  could  not  doubt  that  God  was  speaking  to 
him,  down  in  that  region  which  the  vulti^re^s  eye  had 
not  seen :  a  transmuting,  life-giving  power  had  pene- 
trated there ;  it  had  claimed  his  obedience,  and  he  had 
yielded  to  it.  He  could  not  but  connect  this  power 
with  the  oflSce  to  which  he  had  been  so  suddenly  called. 
How  could  he  be  a  king,  if  he  were  still  the  same 
feeble  paltry  creature  that  he  had  been  ?  Did  he  not 
need  some  mighty  influence  to  fit  him  for  his  work  ? 
And  was  it  strange  that  He  who  chose  him  for  that  work 
should  enable  him  to  fulfil  it  ?  However  unwonted  then 
might  be  the  thoughts  which  stirred  in  him  and  the 
words  which  he  poured  forth,  they  could  not  have  come 
from  some  irregular  tumultuous  excitement ;  they  must 
have  proceeded  from  the  very  spirit  of  calmness  and 
order.  Saul  was  among  the  prophets  precisely  because 
he  confessed  the  presence  of  such  a  spirit  of  calmness 
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and  order.  For  this  was  the  faith  of  the  prophets,  this 
was  the  design  of  their  appointment,  to  be  witnesses  by 
what  they  said,  and  what  they  did,  and  what  they  were, 
that  men,  whether  they  be  kings  or  subjects,  are  not  to 
be  the  sport  of  outward  accidents  and  chance  impulses, 
but  to  act  habitually  as  the  servants  and  scholars  of  a 
divine  master  : — who  can  show  them  the  path  in  which 
they  are  to  go,  can  give  them  continual  inward  illumi- 
nation, can  raise  them  to  a  point  from  which  they  may 
overlook  the  world  around,  and  interpret  the  course  of  it. 

This  was  the  preparation  and  discipline  of  a  king,  in 
all  essentials  the  discipline  and  preparation  which  every 
king  requires  and  must  undergo  who  is  to  rule  a  people 
righteously  and  wisely ; — not  following  the  bent  of  his 
own  inclinations,  not  swayed  by  some  bias  from  with- 
out, but  being  under  the  dominion  of  an  invisible  and 
righteous  Will,  obeying  that  he  may  exercise  dominion 
over  his  fellow-men.  What  the  Scripture  teaches  us  in 
the  next  part  of  the  story,  is  that  Saul  did  not  continue 
the  subject  of  this  government,  and  therefore  that  he 
became  by  degrees  feeble,  reckless,  and  tyrannical.  The 
steps  of  the  facilis  descensus  are  carefully  noted. 

Saul  is  no  monster  who  has  won  power  by  false 
means  and  then  plunges  at  once  into  a  reckless  abuse 
of  it, — no  apostate  who  casts  ofiE  the  belief  in  God,  and 
sets  up  some  Ammonite  or  Phoenician  idol.  He  merely 
forgets  the  Lord  and  teacher  who  had  imparted  to  him 
that  new  life  and  inspiration ;  he  merely  fails  to  re- 
member that  he  is  under  a  law  and  that  he  has  a 
vocation.  Samuel,  according  to  modem  expositors  of 
the  story,  was  angry,  because  he  felt  that  he  was  losing 
his  own  influence  over  the  mind  of  the  king.  No,  he 
was  angry  because  the  king  was  so  much  the  slave  of 
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his  influence,  or  of  any  influence  that  was  exerted  over 
him  for  the  moment ;  because  he  was  losing  the  sense 
of  responsibility  to  One  higher  than  a  prophet,  to 
One  who  had  appointed  him  to  rule  not  in  his  own 
right,  but  as  the  minister  and  executor  of  the  divine 
righteousness.  It  was  a  light  transgression,  you  will 
say,  that  Saul  made  haste  to  perform  a  sacrifice  withont 
waiting  for  the  person  who  was  appointed  by  the  law 
to  perfonn  it.  Perhaps  you  may  think  it  wa«  a  sign 
of  the  king's  devotion ;  how  could  he  neglect  a  religious 
duty  for  the  sake  of  a  formality  ?  But,  in  that  indiffer- 
ence to  law  lay  the  seeds  of  arbitrary  government,  the 
pretensions  of  an  autocrat.  In  that  eagerness  to  do  a 
religious  service,  lay  the  seeds  of  the  superstition  which 
God  by  ffis  covenant  and  statutes  was  undermining ; 
— since  all  superstition  lies  in  the  neglect  of  the  truth 
which  Samuel  proclaimed,  that  obedience  is  better  than 
the  fat  of  rams,  that  sacrifices  are  not  to  buy  God's 
good  will,  but  are  acts  of  submission  to  it.  It  may 
seem  to  some  as  if  Samuel  was  enjoining  a  very  rigorous 
course,  when  he  complained  of  Saul  for  sparing  Agag 
the  king  of  the  Amalekites,  and  the  best  of  the  flocks 
and  the  herds.  But  a  king  who  let  his  people  rush 
upon  the  prey  when  they  were  sent  to  punish  an  un- 
righteous  nation,  the  crimes  of  which  had  reached  a 
full  measure,  was  forgetting  the  very  functions  of  a 
Jewish  sovereign,  and  was  turning  conquest  into  that 
which  it  was  not  to  be,  a  gratification  of  covetousness, 
a  means  of  aggrandisement.  The  king  who  heeded  the 
voice  of  his  army  in  such  a  matter,  showed  that  he  was 
not  their  leader  but  their  tool  and  slave.  The  king  who 
pretended  to  keep  the  booty  for  the  purpose  of  offering 
sacrifice  to  the  Lord  his  God,  was  evidently  beginning 
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to  pbjr  tlie  b^poerite ; — to  make  the  serrice  of  God  an 
excuse  for  acts  of  selfislmess,  and  so  to  introdace  all 
that  is  Tilert  in  Idng-ofaft  aa  well  as  priest-craft. 
Samnel  Hie  prophet  was  not  trying  to  keep  alire  the 
habits  which  these  rtames  express,  that  he  might  main- 
tain  the  dignity  of  his  own  office.  That  office  enjoioed 
him  to  bear  the  most  erapbatical  protest  agaii^t  them. 
He  was  bonnd  to  tell  Saul,  that  if  he  forgot  that  he  was 
a  aerrant  and  fancied  himself  absolnte,  his  tme  con- 
dition woold  be  shown  him,  for  that  the  idngdom  wonld 
be  rent  from  him  and  given  to  another. 

The  next  passages  of  the  story  belong  properly  to 
the  history  of  David  ;  I  reserre  them,  thereforej  for  next 
Sunday.  But  the  progress  of  Saol's  fear  and  jealonsy 
of  the  yoang  man  concerning  whom  the  virgins  of  Israel 
sang,  "  SanJ  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  has 
slainbisten  thousands,"  is  a  part  of  the  present  snbject. 
There  are  many  ways,  no  donbt,  of  describing  how  such 
a  passion  as  this  enters  into  the  soul  and  takes  a  dii'ection 
towards  a  person  who  had  once  been  loved, — is  baffled 
for  a  while,  sometimes  gives  way  to  fits  of  returning 
affection,  then  absorbs  the  man  completely, — till  it 
becomes  an  ungovemed  phrenay  prompting  the  most 
extravagant  and  ferocious  acts.  But  I  think  that  one 
who  is  considering  the  subject  in  earnest,  trying  to 
turn  it  to  account  for  himself  and  his  fellow-men,  will 
do  well  to  pause  before  he  abandons  the  language  in 
which  the  Bible  speaks  of  this  awful  mental  process, 
and  takes  up  with  any  other.  It  tells  us  that  "  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  evil 
spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him."  This  was  before 
David  had  awakened  his  fears,  while  he  was  still  a  shep- 
herd boy,  sent  for  to  soothe  him  with  his  harp.  The  words 
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therefore  describe  an  earlier  state  of  mind,  one  which 
the  story  we  have  considered  already  will  make  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  us.  That  calm  Spirit  of  trust  and  hope 
which  had  once  come  upon  Saul,  had  been  resisted  and 
grieved ;  he  had  forgotten  that  such  a  Spirit  had  been 
given  him  to  be  his  guide  and  counsellor,  his  wisdom  to 
understand  God^s  commands,  his  strength  to  obey  them. 
And  now  there  had  come  an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord, 
an  accusing  conscience  warning  him  of  what  he  had 
been,  throwing  its  dark  shadow  upon  the  present, 
making  the  future  look  dim  and  gloomy.  All  ghastly 
apparitions  haunt  a  mind  in  this  condition.  It  sees 
nothing  as  it  is.  It  sees  innumerable  things  which 
are  not.  Much  physical  disease  probably  attends  the 
moral  derangement.  The  palpable  and  monstrous  dis- 
tortions which  arise  out  of  it,  are  such  as  friends 
naturally  seek  to  cure  by  outward  applications  and 
diversions.  The  servants  of  Saul,  who  could  not  probe 
the  seat  of  their  master's  disorder,  suggested  the  wisest 
of  all  methods  for  removing  its  external  symptoms. 
The  music  was  more  than  a  mere  palliative.  It  brought 
back  for  the  time  the  sense  of  a  true  order,  a  secret,  in- 
ward harmony,  an  assurance  that  it  is  near  every  man 
and  that  he  may  enter  into  it.  A  wonderful  message, 
no  doubt,  to  a  king  or  a  common  man,  better  than  a 
great  multitude  of  words,  a  continual  prophecy  that 
there  is  a  Deliverer  who  can  take  the  vulture  from  the 
heart  and  unbind  the  sufiEerer  from  the  rock ;  but  not  (as 
many,  I  suppose,  most  bitterly  know)  the  deliverer  itself. 
And  therefore,  at  the  next  turn  of  the  story,  the  evil 
spirit  has  become  an  evil  spirit  indeed.  It  is  still  called 
an  evil  spirit  *'  from  the  Lord.''  For  that  which  tor- 
ments us,  and  does  not  sujffer  us  to  sink  into  the  ease 


so  THE  EVIL   BPIEIT. 

and  security  we  long  for,  has  surely  a  commission  from 
God  for  our  good,  though  it  come  with  a  thousand  dark 
suggestions  which  cannot  be  from  Him,  which  are  per- 
petual incitements  to  rebelhon  against  Him.  But  now 
this  spirit  which  was  preying  upon  the  man  himself, 
haa  found  another  object ;  it  has  become  a  gnawing 
anapicion  and  hatred  against  an  innocent  man,  a  feeling 
that  he  has  some  deep  plot  against  the  life  of  his  king 
and  father,  and  that  all  Saul's  children  are  plotting  with 
him.  Surely  this  feeling  of  suspicion  more  explains  to 
us  than  anything  else,  the  nature  of  the  retribution 
which  a  man  brings  upon  himself  by  tampering  with 
evil  thoughts  and  imaginations,  by  trifling  with  the 
loving  power  which  is  so  close  to  him,  and  so  ready  to 
nourish  him  with  wholesome  and  gracious  food.  Every 
one  of  us  perhaps  has  had  converse  enongh  with  this 
demon,  has  dallied  enough  with  his  dark  hints,  to  know 
how  true  the  Scripture  portrait  must  be,  even  though, 
by  God'a  great  mercy,  we  may  have  been  aaved  from 
catching  tJie  entire  likeness  of  it.  Awful  as  ia  the 
misery  which  the  indulgence  of  this  sin  causes  to 
othera,  yet  the  punishment  which  it  inflicts  upon  the 
heart  that  is  the  seat  of  it,  the  madness  which  it  pro- 
duces there,  is  something  more  terrible  still.  We  are 
surely  warranted  in  hoping  that  in  a  multitude  of  cases 
it  is  a  healing  discipline ;  that  the  utter  humiliation 
which  it  produces  works  out  blessings  though  they  may 
never  appear ;  though  the  soul  may  seem  to  sink  and 
go  out  in  utter  bewilderment  and  desolation. 

I  have  uot  tried  to  ascertain  the  point  at  which  the 
moral  guilt  of  Saul  ends,  and  his  madness  begins.  The 
Bible  does  not  hint  at  a  settlement  of  that  question.  It 
belongs  in  thia  caae,  as  in  all  cases,  to  Him  who  said 
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*'  Judge  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.  For  with  what 
judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged :  and  with  what 
measure  ye  mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again/^ 
It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  and  to  tremble  as  we 
know,  that  the  loss  of  all  capacity  for  discerning  be- 
tween right  and  wrong, — ^a  hopeless  inversion  of  rule 
and  order,  a  loss  of  all  the  kingly  faculties  which  enable 
us  to  exercise  an  influence  over  others  or  ourselves, — 
may  be  the  rightful  and  natural  result  of  indulging 
any  one  hateful  passion,  of  forgetting  the  special  work 
which  God  has  committed  to  us,  of  acting  as  if  we  were 
our  own  masters,  and  could  do  without  Him.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  our  minds 
to  believe,  as  we  are  taught  to  believe  by  all  lawgivers 
and  moralists,  that  there  are  conditions  of  mind  to 
which  we  must  not  and  dare  not  impute  moral  delin- 
quency; a  still  greater  and  deeper  comfort  to  know, 
that  in  these  conditions,  as  well  as  in  those  where  there 
is  most  of  wilful  wrong,  God  may  still  be  carrying  on 
His  own  great  and  wonderful  work  of  '^  bringing  souls 
out  of  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  of  breaking 
their  bonds  asunder.^^ 

There  are  glimpses  of  light  in  the  later  life  of  Saul, 
which  we  refer  at  once  to  this  divine  source,  which  it 
would  be  sinful  to  refer  to  any  other.  The  love  aud 
loyalty  of  David  in  sparing  his  life,  were  not  unre- 
warded. They  struck  out  sparks  of  love  in  him ;  they 
made  it  evident  that  there  was  something  deeper  and 
healthier  beneath  all  his  strangest  distortions  of  mind. 
And  that  sacred  inspiration,  of  which  our  text  speaks, 
which  recalled  the  almost  forgotten  question,  "  Is  Saul 
among  the  prophets  ?  '^  though  it  came  mixed  with  a 
kind  of  wild  insanity, — though  it  was  no  longer  the 
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prophetical  utterance  of  e,  calm,  heaven-poBaeaaed  soul, 
though  it  was  like  the  sound  of  the  wind  through  a 
broken  and  fallen  building, — yet  pto claimed  that 
Crod'a  Spirit,  which  hloweth  where  it  listeth,  had  not 
left  this  building  to  be  a  mere  possession  for  the  birds 
of  night. 

Even  in  the  last  act  which  is  recorded  of  Saul  on 
the  night  before  his  death, — his  resorting  to  the  witches 
whom  he  had  himself  forbidden, — there  is  a  strange 
and  mad  confusion  between  a  real  desire  to  know  the 
mind  of  God,  and  a  feeling  that  to  him  it  could  only  be 
declared  through  some  evil  agent.  He  has  a  longing 
to  see  the  friend  of  his  youth,  the  true  counsellor  from 
whom  he  had  severed  himself,  and  when  the  deceiver 
produces  some  lying  semblance  of  the  departed  prophet, 
his  imagination  quickly  invests  it  with  reality.  He 
feels  that  the  presence  of  the  reprover  and  friend  is 
there.  "  And  he  felt  straightway  all  along  on  the 
earth,  and  was  sore  afraid,  because  of  the  words  of 
Samuel :  and  there  was  no  strength  in  him." 

A  strange  preparation  for  the  fight  on  the  coming 
day,  when  "the  men  of  Israel  fled  from  before  the 
Philistines,  and  fell  down  slain  in  Mount  Gilboa.  And 
the  Philistines  followed  hard  upon  Saul  and  upon  his 
sons ;  and  the  Philistines  slew  Jonathan,  and  Abinadab, 
and  Melchishua,  Saul's  sons.  And  the  battle  went 
sore  against  Saul,  and  the  archers  hit  him  ;  and  he  was 
sore  wounded  of  the  archers.  Then  said  Saul  unto  his 
armour-bearer,  Draw  thy  sword  and  thrnst  me  through 
therewith;  lest  these  uncircumcised  come  and  thrust 
me  through,  and  abuse  me.  But  hia  armour-bearer 
would  not;  for  he  was  sore  afraid.  Therefore  Saul 
took  a  fiword,  and  fell  upon  it.    And  when  his  armour- 
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bearer  saw  that  Saul  was  dead,  lie  fell  likewise  upon 
his  sword,  and  died  with  him.  So  Saul  died,  and  his 
three  sons,  and  his  armour-bearer,  and  all  his  men,  that 
same  day  together.  And  when  the  men  of  Israel  that 
were  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley,  and  they  that  were 
on  the  other  side  Jordan,  saw  that  the  men  of  Israel 
fled,  and  that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  dead,  they  for- 
sook the  cities,  and  fled ;  and  the  Philistines  came  and 
dwelt  in  them.  And  the  Philistines  put  Saul's  armour 
in  the  house  of  Ashtaroth,  and  they  fastened  his  body 
to  the  wall  of  Bethshan.^' — 2  Sam.  xxxi.  This  was 
the  end  of  Saul  and  of  his  kingdom. 

He  who  was  to  be  the  restorer  of  this  kingdom, 
sang  of  Saul  and  Jonathan  on  the  day  when  he  heard 
of  their  fall.  "  They  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their 
lives,  and  in  their  death  they  were  not  divided.^'  Was 
this  an  idle  flattery  by  one  who  knew  it  to  be  false,  of 
a  man  whom  flattery  could  please  no  longer  ?  I  believe 
it  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  David  spoke  what  he  felt 
at  that  moment,  and  he  would  not  have  wished  to  recall 
the  words  afterwards.  He  had  known  a  loveliness  and 
pleasantness  in  the  life  of  Saul,  which  all  its  after  dis- 
cords could  not  make  him  forget.  He  had  known  a 
real  man  under  the  name.  A  false  man  had  borne  it 
too.  The  one  was  dead;  the  other  was  still  alive  in 
his  memory  and  heart.  Other  questions, — agitating, 
perplexing,  almost  maddening, — ^he  could  leave  to  Him 
who  only  could  resolve  them.  There  were  symbols  of 
reconciliation  in  the  deaths  of  Saul  and  Jonathan. 
The  father  and  son  who  had  been  often  so  unnaturally 
separated,  were  united  at  last.  David  was  privileged 
to  think  of  them  together,  to  let  the  tenderness  of  the 
one  efface  the  hard  treatment  of  the  other ;  to  feel  that 
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God  had  meant  tliem  to  be  one  in  heart  and  actj 
though  the  evil  and  dark  spiHt  to  which  Saul  had 
yielded  himself  tore  them  asunder. 

Brethren,  I  believe  it  is  not  dangerous  but  safe, — not 
a  homage  to  falsehood  but  to  truth,  iu  our  judgment  of 
those  who  are  departed,^fco  follow  David's  example. 
We  may  dwell  upon  bright  and  hallowed  momenta  of 
lives  that  have  been  darkened  by  many  shadows, 
polluted  by  many  sins;  those  momenta  may  be  wel- 
comed as  revelations  to  us  of  that  which  God  intended 
His  creatures  to  be ;  we  may  feel  that  there  has  been  a 
loveliness  in  them  which  God  gave  them,  and  which 
their  own  evil  could  not  take  away.  We  may  think  of 
this  loveliness  as  if  it  expressed  the  inner  purpose  of 
their  existence ;  the  rest  may  be  for  ns  as  though  it 
were  not.  As  nature,  with  her  old  mosses  and  her  new 
spring  foliage,  hides  the  ruins  which  man  has  made, 
and  gives  to  the  fallen  tower  and  broken  cloister  a 
beauty  scarcely  less  than  that  which  belonged  to  them 
in  their  prime, — so  human  love  may  be  at  work  too, 
'  softening  and  concealing,  and  busy  with  her  hand  in 
healing'  the  rents  which  have  been  made  in  God's 
nobler  temple,  the  habitation  of  His  own  Spirit.  If  it 
were  lawful  in  the  old  time  to  cover  with  love  and  hope 
a  multitude  of  transgressions,  it  cannot  be  leas  lawful 
now  that  the  earth  is  overshadowed  with  a  mercy  that 
blotteth  out  iniquity  and  transgression  and  sin  ;  when 
the  blood  of  sprinkling  has  a  mightier  voice  than  that 
which  cries  for  vengeance ;  when  the  atoning  sacrifice 
reveals  heights  and  lengths  and  depths  and  breadths 
of  love  in  which  we  must  rejoice  to  be  lost. 

But  oh  I  brethren,  if  this  be  a  lesson  which  it  is 
lawful  to  take  up  and  apply  to  our  friends  and  brethren. 


II.]  WHAT  WE  ALL  MAY  BE.  35 

it  should  come  in  another  form,  with  another  force,  to 
ourselves.  There  has  been  some  moment,  some  one 
fleeting  moment,  in  the  life  of  every  man,  even  the 
most  thoughtless,  when  he  has  had  dreams  of  better 
things ; — when  he  has  heard  the  voices  of  the  prophets 
coming  with  their  harp  and  their  tabret  down  the  hiU, 
when  he  has  joined  their  company  and  has  caught  their 
strains.  There  may  have  been  a  time  when  it  has  been 
said  of  him,  "  What !  is  he  too  among  the  prophets  ? 
Has  he  found  that  life  is  real, — and  that  it  is  not  to  go 
out  in  miserable  eflForts  for  self -advancement  or  in  more 
miserable  self-indulgence, — that  it  is  to  be  consecrated 
to  the  service  of  God  and  man?^'  That  hour,  that 
moment  was  the  hour,  the  moment  of  thy  life,  friend 
and  brother.  To  that,  God  would  raise  and  assimilate 
the  whole  of  it.  Oh  !  do  not  let  the  sluggish,  turbid 
current  of  your  ordinary  days  seem  to  you  that  which 
truly  represents  to  you  what  you  are,  what  you  are 
able  to  be.  No,  the  time  when  you  made  the  holiest 
resolutions,  when  you  struggled  most  with  the  powers 
of  evil,  when  you  said  it  should  not  be  your  master, 
when  Love  conquered  you  and  freed  you  from  other 
chains  that  you  might  wear  her  chains, — that,  that  was 
the  true  index  to  the  Divine  purpose  concerning  you ; 
that  tells  you  what  the  Spirit  of  God  is  every  hour 
working  in  you  that  you  may  be.  You  may  not  lie 
able  to  revive  the  feeling  which  you  had  then,  but  he 
who  gave  you  the  feeling.  He  is  with  you,  is  striving 
with  you,  that  you  may  will  and  do  of  His  good  plea- 
sure. Only  do  not  strive  with  Him  that  He  may  leave 
you  to  yourself  and  to  the  power  of  evil. 

But  if  you   should  have   engaged  in   that   mad 
struggle,  and  been  to  your  own  ruin  a  conqueror  in  it, — if 
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you  should  have  succeeded  in  quenching  that  voice  of 
Love  which  you  once  heard  speaking  in  your  hearty 
and  now  you  can  hear  nothing  but  hoarse  and  dissonant 
voices  of  evil  omen, — oh !  yet  be  sure  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  does  not  desert  the  work  of  His  own  hands, 
that  He  is  still  hovering  about  the  habitation  in  which 
He  desires  to  dwell.  And  if,  when  you  meet  with  old 
friends  from  whom  you  have  been  long  estranged, 
there  should  come  back  something  of  the  youthful 
impulse,  some  of  those  heart-yearnings  and  songs  of 
hope  which  you  poured  forth  then,  though  mixed  with 
turbulence  and  confusion,  and  hardly  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  ravings  of  madness,  yet  the  question  may  be 
asked  again,  '^  Is  he  too  among  the  prophets  V^  and 
God  will  answer  that  question  as  it  was  not  answered 
before,  if  you  desire  not  the  power  of  the  prophets, 
but  their  obedience,  not  that  you  may  speak  inspired 
words,  but  that  you  may  have  the  humble  and  contrite 
heart  which  he  does  not  despise. 


SERMON  III. 

DAVID  THE  SHEPHERD  AND  THE  OUTLAW. 

(Lincoln^s  Inn,  2nd  Sunday  in  Advent.—Dec.  7,  1851.) 

He  chose  David  also  His  servant,  and  took  him  from  the  sheep-folds ; 
from  following  the  ewes  great  with  young.  He  brought  him  to 
feed  Jacob  His  people,  and  Israel  His  inheritance. — Psalm  Ixxviii. 
70,  71. 

Objectors  to  the  history  of  the  Old  Testament  have 
dwelt  much  upon  the  title,  "  the  man  after  God's  own 
heart/^  which  is  given  so  continually  to  David.  "  Is  he 
not/'  they  have  said,  *'  directly  charged  with  adultery 
and  murder,  murder  of  a  very  base  kind  and  for  the 
basest  purpose?  Are  there  not  passages  in  his  life 
recorded  without  condemnation  which  are  indefensible 
upon  any  moral  principles  which  we  acknowledge  ?  Do 
not  some  of  his  worst  acts  belong  to  his  later  years, 
when  one  would  have  expected  to  see  his  passions  sub- 
dued, his  higher  qualities  matured  and  perfected  ?  Is 
this  the  man  whom  a  righteous  God  would  declare  to 
be  the  object  of  His  especial  complacency  ?  What  must 
we  think  of  the  book  which  teaches  us  to  believe  that 
he  was  thus  regarded?  What  impressions  must  it 
leave  upon  us  of  the  divine  character,  what  possible 
help  can  it  afford  us  in  forming  our  own  ?  " 

Divines  have  very  often  met  these  questions  with  an 


n  omciAL  TisTus. 

ADBwer  rrf  thia  Innd.   "  The  epithet  which  too  complain 
of,"  they  hare  said,  "  belongs  to  David  not  personally  J 
bill  officially.     He  was  called  out  by  God  to  restore  1 
tJie  kingdom  which  Sanl  had  destroyed,  to  subdue  the  j 
Pbilistineti  and  the  Bnrroonding  nations,  to  raise  up  a 
family  of  kings  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.     These  purposeB  I 
he  nccompliehed.     He  did   the  work   which  he  i 
flppciiit«(I  to  do.     He  fulfilled  God'a  counsel.     So  far  -^ 
he  was  a  man  aft«r  God'a  own  heart.    His  moral  deliu- 
(juencieH  are  recorded,  that  we  may  know  where  the  j 
diTinu  approbation  stops  short." 

I  believe  that  this  explanation  nerer  satisfied  the 
mindu  of  those  who  availed  themselves  of  i*.  I  am 
sure  that  it  never  satisfied  the  mind  of  any  simple  or 
devout  reader.  The  notion  of  official  virtue  belongs  to 
a  very  low  code  of  ethica  indeed.  In  a,  very  artificial 
state  of  society  we  sometimes  separate  the  workmen 
from  the  work  ;  we  apeak  of  that  as  done  faithfully  and 
honestly,  while  he  is  unfaithful  and  dishonest.  The 
poHsibility  of  such  a  suparation  undoubtedly  exists; 
but  we  all  ktiow  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
frightful  anomalies  that  it  should  exist;  we  all  long  for 
the  time  when  it  shall  exist  no  longer.  Statesmen 
poasesaing  no  high-flown  morality,  trained  in  the  school 
of  party  politics,  have  rejected  the  vulgar  distinction 
biitweou  the  bad  man  and  the  bad  king,  as  inconsistent 
with  C'xporienco,  Lying,  the  great  sin  of  the  individual, 
has  been  proved  to  be  the  fatal  sin  of  the  monarch,  that 
which  makes  all  aptitude  for  business,  all  clearness  of 
perception,  all  skill  in  devising  theories,  even  higher 
qualities  than  these,  practically  inefficient,  or  positively 
miachievous.  How  then  can  a  believer  in  the  Bible 
trausfcr  to  it  a  habit  of  thinking  which  we  are  trying 
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to  banish  from  common  life  ?  How  can  he  imagine  that 
the  book  which  he  holds  to  be  essentially  true,  should 
sanction  and  consecrate  one  of  our  most  pernicious 
falsehoods  ? 

A  very  little  reflection  upon  the  words  themselves, 
still  more  a  slight  study  of  the  history  of  David,  should 
surely  have  prevented  any  man  from  resorting  to  this 
kind  of  apology.  ^'  God,^'  we  hear  again  and  again  in 
Scripture,  ''  trieth  the  reins/'  That  general  principle  is 
applied  expressly  to  the  case  of  David.  The  Lord  said 
to  Samuel,  when  he  was  about  to  anoint  the  eldest  son 
of  Jesse,  '^  Man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance ;  but 
the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart.''  What  can  be  so  direct 
a  contradiction  of  this  statement,  as  the  notion  that 
David  was  after  God's  own  heart,  because  he  did  certain 
outward  acts  which  were  in  conformity  with  the  divine 
niind  and  pleasure  ?  And  surely  if  there  is  a  man  in  the 
sacred  history  or  in  any  history  whom  it  is  impossible 
to  think  of  merely  as  an  official  actor,  that  man  is  the 
shepherd-boy  who  became  king  of  Israel.  There  is  no 
one  who  has  so  marked  a  personaUty,  no  one  with  whose 
inward  life  and  struggles  we  are  so  well  acquainted. 
Whatever  he  is,  we  feel  that  his  whole  mind  and  will 
are  thrown  into  the  words  which  he  speaks  and  the 
deeds  which  he  does.  And  in  no  life  are  the  king  and 
the  man  so  entirely  and  inseparably  blended.  In  his 
highest  raptures,  in  the  utterances  of  his  greatest 
anguish,  we  are  reminded  continually  that  he  is  to 
become  a  king,  or  that  he  is  one.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  sins  are  not  treated  as  what  we  call  in  our  artificial 
nomenclature,  private  sins ;  they  are  the  sins  of  a  king, 
affecting  multitudes  besides  himself.  As  such  they  are 
denounced,  as  such  they  are  punished. 


THE   EDUCATIOS  OF  A  KING. 
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I  think  it  mnat   have  been   the   obvioasness   i 
this  fact  in  the  scriptaral  records,  which  miHlet 
commentators   into  this  dangerous  method  of  jnsti-l 
tying  them.     They   saw  that  David  was  spoken  i 
as    intended    by   God   for  a   king,  while    he  was  a1 
shepberd-boy.      They  perceived   that  all   his  variong  I 
and    romantic    adventures  were  preparing  him  for  a  I 
throne;   they  were    struck    with     the    conscionsness,  "T 
in   hia   own   mind,  of   a  destiny  and  a  work   which  j 
were  to   be   accomplished.      They  could  not   but  be  J 
aware,    that   everything  which    was    greatest,   best,  f 
purest,  in  him,  had  reference  to  .a  divine  mission  which  J 
he  was  to  execute  for  his  country.     They  could  not  be  I 
mistaken  that  he  was  educated  for  a  special  office. 
Unhappily  they  forgot  to   ask  themselves  what  the  1 
education  for  such  an  office  implied,  what  we  are  actually  I 
told  about  it  in  the  Bible.      Had  they  followed  the  I 
guidance  of  the  history  for  which  they  were  trying  to  [ 
make  ingenious  excuses,  they  might  have  found  how 
truly  the  education  of  the  divine  king  was  the  education 
of  ft  man ;  they  might  have  come  to  understand  what 
it  was  in  the  old  days  to  be  a  man  after  God's  own 
heart,  what  it  is  in  our  days  ;  they  might  have  attained 
through  that  knowledge  to  a  far  deeper  sense  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  David's  sins,  to  a  more  earnest  re- 
pentance for  their  own.    Some  of  these  blessings  may,  I 
hope,  come  to  us,  my  brethren,  while  we  seek  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  David's  discipline.     I  shall  confine 
myself  this  afternoon  to  the  years  which  he  passed  before 
the  death  of  Saul,  the  period  which  is  indicated  by  the 
words  of  the  text.    The  time  of  his  actual  government, 
described  in  the  following  sentence,  "  So  he  fed  them 
according  to  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  guided 
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them  by  the  skilfuhiess  of  his  hands/'  I  reserve  for 
another  occasion. 

When  I  speak  of  David  as  having  the  consciousness 
of  a  divine  calling  or  mission  in  every  period  of  his  life,  I 
do  not  mean  that  he  was  haunted  in  the  sheepf olds  with 
dreams  of  some  great  honour  to  come  upon  him  here- 
after. Those  to  whom  such  dreams  come,  are  commonly 
impatient  of  the  mean  position  in  which  they  find  them- 
selves. What  lapprehend  he  felt  was,  that  he  hada  call  to 
the  work  in  which  he  was  then  engaged.  He  must  have 
believed  that  the  God  of  his  fathers.  He  and  no  other, 
had  appointed  him  to  take  care  of  the  few  sheep  in  the 
wilderness  which  Jesse  had  trusted  him  with.  A  strange 
thought,  that  the  tasks  which  fell  to  him  because  he  was 
the  youngest  son  of  the  house,  could  be  tasks  in  which 
the  Most  High  God  who  filled  Heaven  and  earth,  inter- 
ested Himself.  But  it  was  the  thought  which  made 
David's  life  tolerable  to  him,  the  only  one  which  could 
have  enabled  him  to  work  without  becoming  the  slave 
of  his  work.  The  shepherd's  life  brought  him  into  wide, 
open  plains,  to  hill-sides  that  were  lonely  by  day  as  well 
as  night.  How  awful  to  feel  himself  there,  him  the  poor 
shepherd,  an  atom  amidst  the  infinity  of  nature  !  But  an 
atom  which  breathed,  which  thought,  which,  in  the  depth 
of  its  nothingness,  felt  that  it  was  higher  and  more 
wonderful  than  the  universe  which  was  able,  and  some- 
times seemed  ready  to  crush  it.  Shepherd-boy,  what  art 
thou  ?  Child  of  the  covenant,  what  art  thou  ?  Fearful 
questions,  to  which  the  hills  and  the  skies  could  give  no 
answer.  But  the  boy  pursued  his  task.  He  led  the  sheep 
to  their  pastures,  he  took  them  to  the  streams,  he  followed 
them  into  thickets  and  ravines  where  they  had  lost  them- 
selves.    These  poor  silly  creatures  were  worthy  of 
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IhtvuVh  dili^oiioo.  And  then  the  answer  came  :  "  The 
lionl  is  tmj  hliophord ;  1  shall  not  want.  He  makethTTie 
to  lin  <lowii  ia  f^reen  pastures.  He  leadeth  me  beside 
the  Htill  waters,  lie  loadeth  nie  in  the  paths  of  righteous- 
neHH.  Vea,  though  1  walk  thiH>ugh  the  valley  of  the 
shiidow  of  (U'ath^  L  will  fear  no  ovU;  for  Thou  art  with 
itu\  Thy  wd  and  Tliy  staff,  they  comfort  nie.^'  What  a 
n^Vi'hition  to  tho  soul  of  a  youth  !  A  Guide  near  him, 
with  liiin,  at  every  moment, — -as  actual  a  guide  as  he 
was  to  tho  sheop  ;  a  guide  who  must  watch  over  a 
multitude  of  separate  souls,  as  he  watched  over  each 
soparato  sheep,  who  must  care  to  bind  them  together 
in  one,  as  he  cared  to  bring  the  sheep  into  the  same 
fold! 

Let  us  not  suppose  for  an  instant  that  David,  as  he 
practised  these  duties  and  meditated  upon  them,  gained 
some  fine  metaphors  respecting  the  relations  of  faithful 
men  to  their  Creator,  which  afterwards  served  to  make 
him  the  poet  of  Israel.  These  thoughts  and  the  shepherd 
life  did  bring  forth  that  divine  poetry,  just  because  they 
were  so  intensely  real,  and  because  it  was  so  intensely 
real.  They  sprung  out  of  intense  anxieties  respecting 
himself.  What  had  such  anxieties  to  do  with  meta- 
phors ?  His  thoughts  associated  themselves  with  the 
humblest  toils.  What  had  they  to  do  with  metaphors  ? 
His  meditations  were  upon  the  I  AM,  upon  Him  before 
whom  Moses  hid  his  face.  Who  spoke  in  thunders  upon 
Sinai.  How  dared  he  make  f[im  a  subject  for  meta- 
phors ?  When  God  taught  David  to  think  of  Him  as 
a  shepherd,  He  took  away  that  cold  cloud-drapery  with 
which  we  are  wont  to  invest  Him;  He  brought  him 
into  contact  with  His  actual  presence  nnd  government. 
And  do  not  fancy  that,  because  this  fti)i)rohensiou  was 
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direct  and  personal,  it  was  narrow  and  local.  Then,  when 
he  could  think  of  God  as  One  nigh  and  not  far  off;  then, 
when  he  could  believe  that  he  cared  for  him  and  cared 
for  each  of  his  brethren;  then  he  could  look  up  into  the 
open  sky  with  wonder,  but  without  trembling,  and  say, 
''When  I  consider  Thy  heavens,  the  work  of  Thy  fingers, 
the  moon  and  the  stars  which  Thou  hast  ordained;  what 
is  man  that  Thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  son  of 
man  that  Thou  visitest  him  ?  For  Thou  hast  made  him 
a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  hast  crowned  him  with 
glory  and  honour.  Thou  madest  him  to  have  dominion 
over  the  works  of  Thy  hands ;  all  sheep  and  oxen,  yea, 
and  the  beasts  of  the  field.  Oh  Lord  our  Lord,  how 
excellent  is  Thy  name  in  all  the  earth  !  '^  Then  first  all 
Nature  could  sympathise  with  him,  could  call  forth 
instead  of  crushing  the  energies  of  his  own  heart.  For 
the  heavens,  as  they  shone  clear  and  bright  before  him 
after  a  long  night-watching,  declared  the  glory  of  the 
God  who  was  his  shepherd ;  the  firmament  showed  His 
handywork.  Day  unto  day,  and  night  unto  night, 
uttered  speech  and  showed  knowledge.  The  sun  came 
out  of  his  bridal  chamber,  he  went  forth  as  a  giant 
rejoicing  to  run  his  race,  carrying  a  message  to  all 
nations  concerning  One  whose  law  converted  the  soul 
of  man,  whose  statutes  made  wise  the  simple. 

This  was  a  hidden  education,  the  education  of  a  young 
man's  heart.  But  it  was  cultivating  the  seeds  which 
were  to  bring  forth  fruits  in  manly  acts.  Here  we  are 
told  in  David's  words  of  some  of  the  earliest  of  those 
fruits.  "  Thy  servant  kept  his  father's  sheep,  and  there 
came  a  lion,  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  of  the  flock; 
and  I  went  out  after  him,  and  smote  him,  and  delivered 
it  out  of  his  mouth  ;  and  when  he  arose  agamst  me,  I 
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caught  him  by  the  beard,  and  slew  him."  David  waa 
learning  the  secret  of  invisible  strength,  what  it  is,  and 
where  and  how  it  works.  So  there  grew  in  him  a  scorn 
of  that  which  hes  in  bulk  and  looks  terrible  to  the  eye. 
If  the  bear  and  the  lion  came  out  against  one  of  hia 
flock,  it  was  hia  business  to  encounter  them.  And  see- 
ing that  he  was  a  man,  made  in  God's  image,  made  a 
little  lower  than  the  angels,  the  child  of  God's  covenant, 
he  could  use  the  dominion  that  God  had  given  to  his 
race.  The  strength  was  not  his.  In  that  first  battle, 
as  in  every  one  he  was  to  fight  hereafter,  the  Lord  of 
Hosts  was  with  him,  the  God  of  Jacob  was  his  helper. 

The  story  tells  us  that  there  came  to  the  house  of 
Jesse,  an  old  man  whom  all  knew  to  be  a  prophet ; 
that  he  came  upon  a  strange  errand  which  he  scarcely 
understood  himself, — to  anoint  one  of  the  sons  of  that 
family ;  that  the  eldest  passed  before  him,  and  that  the 
prophet  was  struck  with  hia  look  and  stature,  and  woald 
have  poured  the  oil  on  hia  head;  that  he  waa  told  that 
the  Lord  did  not  look  on  the  outward  appearance  but 
tried  the  heart;  that  the  other  sons  all  passed  by; 
that  one  was  missing  (he  being  the  youngest,  and  with 
the  sheep) ;  that  when  this  yonth,  ruddy  and  fair  to 
look  upon,  came  in,  Samuel  waa  bidden  to  rise  and 
anoint  him. 

Here  was  the  sign  that  all  the  inward  discipline  and 
preparation  of  David  had  an  object,  another  object  than 
merely  to  make  him  a  faithful  keeper  of  sheep,  or  even 
a  wise  and  righteons  man.  But  a  divine  sign  is  not  a 
mere  ceremony.  It  would  be  deceitful  and  insincere  if 
there  were  not  a  present  blessing  denoted  by  it,  the  com- 
munication of  an  actual  power  to  fit  the  man  for  tasks  to 
which  he  has  not  hitherto  been  appointed.     From  that 
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day  forward,  we  are  told,  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon 
David.  There  was  a  power  within  him  stirring  him  to 
thoughts  and  acts  which  connected  him  directly  with 
Israelites,  with  human  beings.  Yet  with  this  new 
calling,  with  the  consciousness  of  this  new  power,  he 
still  returned  to  his  old  work.  It  was  his  till  some  clear 
summons  drew  him  from  it.  It  had  not  lost  its  sacred- 
ness,  it  could  still  impart  wisdom  to  one  who  sought 
wisdom.  There  is  a  time  in  men's  lives,  before  they 
enter  upon  some  great  work  to  which  they  have  been 
consecrated,  a  time  when  they  are  permitted  to  look 
back  upon  the  years  which  they  have  already  past,  to 
see  them  no  longer  as  fragments,  but  as  linked  together, 
as  having  a  divine  purpose  running  through  them  which 
makes  even  their  incoherences  and  discords  intelligible. 
In  such  a  time  of  retrospection,  when  the  future  is  seen 
mirrored  in  the  past,  David  may  have  found  his  harp 
much  more  than  the  mere  solace  of  lonely  hours,  the 
mere  response  to  his  inward  sorrows  and  thanksgivings. 
He  may  have  begun  to  know  that  he  was  speaking  for 
other  men  as  well  as  for  himself ;  that  there  were  close 
and  intimate  fibres  uniting  men  utterly  unlike  and 
separated  by  tracts  of  time  and  space ;  that  there  is 
some  mysterious  source  of  these  sympathies,  some  living 
Centre  who  holds  together  the  different  portions  of  each 
man's  life,  and  in  whom  there  is  a  general  human  Hfe, 
of  which  all  may  partake.  The  Spirit  of  God  which 
had  taken  possession  of  David,  may  have  been  teaching 
him  these  lessons  and  inspiring  the  song  which  was  the 
utterance  of  them,  belore  he  was  prepared  to  come  forth 
as  the  actual  deliverer.  And  that  Spirit  will  assuredly 
have  been  preparing  him  for  his  after  conflicts,  by 
making  him  feel  that  he  had,  even  then,  enemies  most 
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fierce  to  struggle  with,  snbjects  mo3t  torbulent  to  sul 
due.  The  invisible  God  does  not  make  known  to  man 
that  He  is  his  Shepherd,  without  making  known  to  him 
also,  that  there  are  invisible  powers  more  fearful  than 
bears  and  lions,  which  would  tear  His  flock  asunder, 
which  would  bring  each  separate  sheep  into  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death.  It  may  be  true  that  the 
Psalms  of  David  which  speak  most  of  enemies,  belong 
to  a  later  period  than  this,  when  he  was  wrestling 
with  flesh  and  blood ;  but  those  psalms  would  not  have 
been  what  they  are,  they  would  not  have  expressed 
the  fears  and  confidence  of  suffering  people  in.  all 
times,  if  the  writer  of  them  had  not  been  trained  to 
perceive  what  are  the  real  and  universal  foes  of  God's 
creatures,  before  he  had  to  engage  with  those  who  were 
tormenting  him  and  his  people. 

The  passage  of  the  Book  of  Samuel,  which  describes 
the  battle  of  David  with  Gkiliath,  is  called  by  some  of 
the  wiao  men  in  our  day  a  fragment  from  the  heroic 
legends  of  the  Hebrew  people.  I  suppose  this  phrase- 
ology conveys  some  new  and  striking  impression  to  the 
minds  of  those  who  use  it,  or  it  could  not  have  become 
80  popular  as  it  is,  here  and  elsewhere.  I  confess  the 
old  childish  notion  of  a  battle  between  a  man  with  shields 
and  buckler  aud  greaves  of  brass,  and  a  youth  with  a 
ruddy  countenance  who  went  forth  with  his  sling  and 
atone  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  gives  me 
a  sense  of  reality,  which  I  miss  altogether  in  the  modem 
substitute  for  it.  Why  the  story  should  be  looked  upon 
as  an  interpolated  fragment  I  cannot  conceive.  It  is 
entirely  in  the  spirit  of  all  that  goes  before  and  of  all 
that  follows.  David  no  doubt  became  a  hero  in  the  eyes 
of  the  men  and  the  virgins  of  Israel.     But  nothing  is 
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said  bj  tlie  liistorian  to  make  us  think  him  a  hero.  He 
comes  down  with  food  and  a  message  from  his  father  to 
his  brothers ;  he  hears  from  them  only  scomfnl  words 
about  the  sheep  he  has  left  in  the  wilderness;  Sanl  smiles 
at  his  boldness  in  thinking  he  can  meet  the  Philistine ; 
Goliath  laaghs  at  him^  and  corses  him  by  his  gods. 
ETerything  is  said  to  make  ns  feel  the  feebleness  of  the 
Israelitish  champion ;  everything  to  remind  ns  that  the 
nation  of  Israel  was  the  witness  for  the  nothingness  of 
man  in  himself^  for  the  might  of  man  when  he  knows 
that  he  is  nothings  and  puts  his  trost  in  the  living  God. 
We  may  write  the  Bible  again ;  bat  as  long  as  it  remains 
what  it  is^  this  must  be  the  sense  of  it.  And  this  is  the 
sense  which  human  beings  want  now  as  in  the  times  of 
old.  We  want  to  be  reminded, — as  much  in  the  age  of 
all  mechanical  inventions  and  triumphs,  as  in  the  age  of 
greatest  barbarism, — that  the  shield  and  the  helmet, 
and  the  greaves  of  brass,  do  not  constitute  strength ; 
that  the  sling  and  the  stone  in  the  hand  of  one  who 
believes  in  invisible  power,  are  ever  the  symbols  and 
pledges  of  victory.  If  to  disbelieve  this  is  to  cast  off 
Hebrew  old  clothes,  it  is  also  to  put  on  the  most  vulgar 
worn-out  garments  of  tyranny  and  superstition ;  it  is 
to  fall  down  and  worship  brute  force,  to  declare  that 
to  be  the  Lord.  How  soon  we  may  come  through  our 
refinements,  our  civilisation,  our  mock  hero-worship,  to 
that  last  and  most  shameful  prostration  of  the  human 
spirit,  God  only  knows.  But  He  does  know.  And 
because  He  lives  and  is  true.  He  will  make  it  manifest 
in  His  own  due  time,  that  the  law  of  His  universe  is 
not  changed,  and  that  by  that  law  all  true  strength 
must  be  made  perfect  in  weakness. 

David,  however,  did  become  a  hero  in  the  sight  of  the 
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people ;  they  celebrated  in  their  songs  and  dances  th»i 
shepherd  who  had  become  the  son  of  the  king,  and  who' 1 
slew  his  ten  thousands,  while  Saal  slew  his  thousands. 
A  fearful  crisis  surely  for  hiin  who  had  been  learning^  I 
by  Buch  slow  silent  disciphne,  and  now  by  such  a  signal  f 
triumph,  whence  all  glory  comes  !    A  dizzy  height  for  a  I 
man  to  stand  upon,  who  had  also  received  the  mysterious  J 
anointing,  and  who  might  well  dream  that  a  kingdom  ' 
was  within  his  reach  !    He  must  have  learned  then,  that   i 
there  were  stronger  and  nearer  enemies  than  Goliath, 
who  might  turn  bis  boast  into  confusion,  hia  life  into  a  j 
lie.     He  must  have  struggled  hard  with  those  enemies; 
for  we  are  told  that  he  behaved  himself  prudently,  that  1 
he  was  glad  to  soothe  Saul  when  he  was  tormented  by' 
his  evil  spirit,  that  he  fled  from  him  instead  of  provoking   | 
his  wrath.    But  if  he  had  been  under  no  better  conduct 
than  his  own>  bis  prudence,  and  the  higher  wisdom 
which  was  the  source  of  it,  would  both  have  forsaken 
him;  he  would  have   snatched  at  a  power  which  he 
could  only  turn  to  the  ruin  of  those  over  whom  he 
exercised  it.      He  was  under  a  Teacher  who  did  not 
leave  him  to  himself,  who  was  leading  him, — through 
the  terrible  discipline  of  flattery,  as  He  had  through 
the    quieter  and  safer    experiences  of   his  youth, — to 
understand  what  a  king  is  and  what  his  dangers  are ; 
and  who  had  yet  higher  lessons  for  him,  to  be  learnt  in 
another  way. 

David  as  an  outlaw,  is  to  many  a  far  less  pleasant 
subject  of  contemplation,  than  the  same  David  as  a 
shepherd  or  as  the  champion  of  Israel.  Most  people 
feel  the  beauty  of  the  story  of  Jonathan's  love  for  him, 
which  binds  these  two  portions  of  his  history  together. 
They  can  understand  that  the  man  who  called  forth 
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such  affections,  must  have  had  deeper  qualities  in  him 
than  those  which  command  the  admiration  of  a  multi- 
tude ; — if  this  admiration  was  not  itself  paid  to  those 
qualities, — to  the  frank,  warm,  trustful  heart  which 
spoke  out  in  its  deeds,  rather  than  to  the  deeds  merely 
in  themselves.  But  the  captain  to  whom  everyone 
resorted  that  was  in  distress,  and  everyone  who  was 
discontented, — the  freebooter  who  made  a  foray  one 
day  upon  the  Philistines,  and  another  went  down  to 
punish  Nabal  for  not  giving  food  to  support  his  fol- 
lowers,— afEronts  all  our  notions  of  what  is  decorous,  and 
makes  us  think  that  we  are  reading  the  exploits  of  a 
border  chief,  rather  than  a  passage  of  a  divine  record. 
We  certainly  should  not  shrink  from  describing  David 
in  the  terms  in  which  the  Bible  itself  describes  him,  nor 
try  to  make  out  a  case  for  him  or  it,  by  distorting  a 
single  fact,  even  by  giving  it  a  different  colour  from 
that  which  it  would  have  if  we  found  it  elsewhere.  If 
we  meet  with  the  tale  as  simply  told  in  a  profane  author, 
we  should  admit  that  many  of  the  acts  attributed  to 
David,  however  strange  and  out  of  place  they  would  be 
in  an  ordinary  legal  condition  of  society,  were  perfectly 
juat  and  honourable  when  all  formal  bonds  were  broken ; 
Bome  of  them  {e.g.  his  conduct  to  Achish)  we  should  say 
■were  natural,  but  not  justifiable,  in  his  circumstances  or 
any  other  circumstances.  We  cannot  vary  our  language 
]  because  the  standard  of  the  book  we  are  reading  is  more 
[  divine.  Thedifferencei3,thatwhiletheBibleseta before 
I  ns  broadly  and  without  comment  just  the  temptations 
I  which  a  man  in  such  a  position  would  be  likely  to  fall 
[  into, — and  leaves  it  to  our  conscience,  enlightened  by  its 
[  own  teaching,  to  say  when  he  did  or  did  not  fall  into 
m, — it  takes  still  more  pains  to  make  us  understand 
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what  the  maD  himself  was,  the  purpose  of  his  being,  thol 
light  by  which  he  was  guided.     David,  in  the  cave  of  ■ 
Adullam,  amidst  his  wild  reckless  co mrades, is  essentially  1 
the  same  roan  aa  David  in  the  sheepfolds,or  David  fight-  f 
ing  the  Philistine.  He  had  not  chosen  his  own  circum-J 
stances,  he  had  been  thrown  into  them.     He  did  nobM 
rebel  against  Saul.     He  did  not  deny  his  aathority,  or  I 
plot  against  his  life  even  when  he  had  cast  him  off.  He  1 
3  home,  and  he  waa  compelled  to  seek  one  where  1 
he  could.     I  do  not  know  where  a  better  home  could  J 
have  been  provided  for  him  than  among  these  men  ii 
distress,  in  debt,  in  discontent.     If  it  behoved  a  rule 
to  know  the  heart  of  his  subjects,  their  sorrows,  their  I 
wrongs,  their  crimes  ;  to  know  them  and  to  sympathise  I 
with  them ;  this  was  surely  aa  precious  a  part  of  hie  I 
achooliog  as  the  solitude  of  hia  boyhood,  or  as  any  1 
intercourse  he  had  with  easy  men  who  had  never  faced  I 
the  misery  of  the  world,  and  had  never  had  any  motivB  I 
to  qaarrel  with  its  laws.  He  waa  now  among  the  lowest  ^ 
of  those  whom  he  would  afterwards  havetogoverr 
bearing  at  a  distance  of  their  doings  and  sufferings, 
but  partaking  in  them  livingly  ;  realising  the  influences 
which  were  disposing  them  to  evil.     And  here  he  was 
acquiring  more  real  reverence  for  law  and  order,  more 
understanding  of  their  nature  than  those  can  ever  arrive 
at  who  have  never  known  the  need  of  them  f  rom  thewaut 
of  them.     He  was  bringing  his  wild  followers  under  a 
loving  discipline  and  government  which  they  had  never 
experienced ;  he  was  teaching  them  to  confess  a  law 
which  no  tyrant  had  created,  no  anarchy  could  set 
aside.  He  instructed  them  by  his  example  to  bow  before 
female  grace  and  gentleness,  to  reverence  the  person 
of  an  enemy,  to  treat  a  king  as  the  Lord's  anointed. 
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"  Come,  ye  children/'  he  says  in  a  Psalm  which  a  reason- 


able Jewish  tradition  connects  with  this  part  of  his  life: 
"  Come,  ye  children,  and  I  will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the 
Lord.  What  man  is  he  that  lasteth  to  live,  and  would 
fain  see  good  days  ?  Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy 
lips  that  they  speak  no  guile.  Eschew  evil  and  do  good, 
seek  peace  and  ensue  it.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over 
the  righteous :  His  ears  are  open  to  their  cry.''  This  is 
no  dull  sermon  of  a  man  discoursing  to  wretched  people 
against  sins  to  which  he  has  no  mind.  It  is  the  honeg»t, 
hearty,  sympathetic  voice  of  a  captain  speaking  to  a 
band,  each  one  of  whom  he  knows,  telling  him  of  a 
right  way  which  they  may  follow  together,  and  of  a 
wrong  way  into  which  he  is  as  much  in  danger  of 
straying  as  ourselves.  He  speaks  to  them  of  a  God 
who  thinks  of  them,  who  is  watching  over  them,  who 
does  not  despise  their  poverty,  who  will  avenge  their 
wrongs  ;  but  who  desires  above  all  that  they  should  be 
right,  who  is  willing  and  able  to  make  them  right. 

And  this  was  the  lesson  which  David  was  at  the  same 
time  taking  home  to  his  own  inmost  heart.  Through 
oppression,  confusion,  lawlessness,  he  was  learning  the 
eternal  and  essential  righteousness  of  God.  He  had 
been  taught  to  despise  the  brute  force  of  the  lion  and 
the  bear  and  the  Philistine  before ;  he  was  now  taught 
to  despise  all  power  whatsoever,  lodged  in  men  circum- 
cised or  uncircumcised,  which  was  maintaining  itself 
against  Eight.  He  was  set  in  the  throne  who  judged 
right.  '^  Hear  the  right;  attend  unto  my  cry ! "  he  could 
say  with  confidence  that  the  prayer  would  at  last  be 
answered.  He  was  sure  that  though  the  kings  of  the 
earth  might  gather  together,  and  say,  ^et  us  break  these 
bands  of  right  asunder,  and  cast  away  these  cords 
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from  as,'  He  that  sittelli  in  the  heavens  would  laugh^ 
the  Lord  wuuld  have  them  in  derision.    He  had  set  1 
righteous  king  npon  the  holy  hill  of  Zion,  and  all  t 

nations  must  do  him  homage. 

The  time  came  when  David's  faith  in  the  esistena 

of  a  righteous  kingdom, — which  had  its  ground  in  tho.l 
uQseenworld,  and  which  might  exhibit  itself  really  thouglifl 
not  perfectly  in  this, — was  to  be  brought  to  the  severesfcM 
of  all  trials.  Saul  died  on  the  mountains  of  Gilboa :  thi 
Philistines  possessed  themselves  of  the  cities  of  Israel.^ 
The  new  mode  of  government  for  which  tbe  people 
craved  so  earnestly  had  been  tried,. — they  had  become 
like  the  countries  round  about, — these  countries  were 
nuw  their  masters.  They  had  gained  such  a  king  as  they 
had  imagined, — a  leader  of  their  hosts.  They  had  lost 
law,  discipHue,  and  fellowship :  now  their  hosts  had 
perished.  Could  there  come  Order  out  of  this  chaos  ? 
Whence  was  it  to  come  F  From  a  band  of  freebooters  'i 
That  was  to  be  seen.  If  the  chief  of  this  band  thought 
of  setting  up  a  dominion  for  himself,  of  making  his  fol- 
lowers possessors  of  the  lands  from  which  they  had  been 
driven  out,  oE  putting  down  his  private  enemies,  of 
rising  by  the  arms  of  soldiers  and  the  choice  of  a  faction 
to  be  a  tyrant,  hia  life  would  be  merely  a  vulgar  tale 
such  as  age  after  age,  civilised  and  barbarous,  has  to 
record ; — a  tale  that  would  be  merely  dull  and  flat  from 
its  frequent  repetition, — from  the  utter  absence  of  any- 
thing but  the  lowest  purposes  and  the  pettiest  plotting 
in  the  actor, — if  we  could  lose  the  sad  reflection  that 
millions  of  human  beings  are  interested  in  events  which 
the  onlooker  may  be  disposed  to  regard  with  indifference 
or  contempt,  and  the  consolatory  recollection  that  by 
the  crimes  of  foolish,  feeble  men,  God  is  bringing  forth 
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His  wisdom  and  rigliteoasness  into  clear  light.  Bat  if 
David  took  this  disordered  miserable  country  of  his 
fathers  into  his  hands, — not  as  a  prize  which  he  had 
won,  but  as  a  heavy  and  awful  trust  that  was  com- 
mitted to  him,  a  trust  for  which  he  had  been  prepared 
in  the  sheepfolds,  which  he  could  only  administer  while 
he  remembered  that  the  Lord  was  his  Shepherd,  and 
that  He  was  the  Shepherd  of  every  Israelite  and  of 
every  man  on  the  earth, — then,  however  hopeless 
seemed  the  materials  with  which  he  had  to  work,  and 
which  he  had  to  mould, — ^he  might  believe  confidently 
that  he  should  be  in  his  own  day  the  restorer  of  Israel, 
and  the  witness  and  prophet  of  the  complete  restoration 
of  it  and  of  mankind. 

This,  brethren,  was  the  man  after  God's  own  heart, 
the  man  who  thoroughly  beHeved  in  God,  as  a  Hving 
and  Righteous  Being;  who  in  aU  changes  of  fortune 
clung  to  that  conviction ;  who  could  act  upon  it,  live 
upon  it ;  who  could  give  himself  up  to  God  to  use  him 
as  he  pleased ;  who  could  be  little  or  great,  popular  or 
contemptible,  just  as  God  saw  fit  that  he  should  be ; 
who  could  walk  on  in  darkness  secure  of  nothing  but 
this,  that  truth  must  prevail  at  last,  and  that  he  was 
sent  into  the  world  to  live  and  die  that  it  might  pre- 
vail ;  who  was  certain  that  the  triumph  of  the  God  of 
Heaven  would  be  for  the  blessing  of  the  most  miserable 
outcasts  upon  earth.  Have  we  asked  ourselves  how  the 
Scripture  can  dare  to  represent  a  man  with  David^s 
many  failings, — with  that  eager,  passionate  temper 
which  evidently  belonged  to  him,  with  all  the  manifold 
temptations  which  accompany  a  vehement,  sympathetic 
character,  with  the  great  sins  which  we  shall  be  told  of 
hereafter,  as  one  who  could  share  the  counsels  and  do 
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the  will  of  a  Holy  Being  ?  Oh  !  rather  let  us  ask  our-^* 
selves,  who ther,  with  aplausible  exterior,  a  respectable 
behavionr,  an  unimpeachable  decorcm  in  the  sight  of 
men,  we  can  ever  win  thia  smile,  bear  this  approving 
sentence.  The  words,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant,"  are  not  spoken  by  the  Judge  of  all  now,  will 
not  be  spoken  in  the  last  day,  to  him  who  has  found  in 
hia  pilgrimage  through  this  world,  no  enemies  to  fight 
with,  no  wrongs  to  be  redressed,  no  right  to  be  main- 
tained. How  many  of  ns  feel,  in  looking  back  upon 
acts  which  the  world  has  not  condemned,  which  friends 
have  perhaps  applauded,  "  we  had  no  serious  purpose 
there ;  we  merely  did  what  it  was  seemly  and  con- 
venient to  do,  we  were  not  yielding  to  God's  righteous 
will ;  we  were  not  inspired  by  His  love."  How  many 
of  us  feel  that  our  bitterest  repentances  are  to  be  for 
this, — that  all  things  have  gone  so  smoothly  with  ua, 
because  we  did  not  care  to  make  the  world  better  or  to 
be  better  ourselves.  How  many  of  ua  feel  that  those 
who  have  committed  grave,  outward  transgressions, — 
into  which  we  have  not  fallen  because  the  motives  to 
them  were  not  present  with  us  or  because  God's  grace 
kept  us  hedged  round  by  influences  which  resisted  them, 
— may  nevertheless  have  bad  hearts  which  answered 
more  to  God's  heart,  which  entered  far  more  into  the 
grief  and  the  joy  of  His  Spirit,  than  ours  ever  did. 
And  that  such  lamentations  for  the  past  may  not  be 
fruitless,  let  ua  ask  for  the  time  to  come,  that  we  may 
not  be  of  the  class  which  Christ  describes  by  the 
mouth  of  His  Apostle,  as  neither  hot  nor  cold;  that 
He  will  fill  us  with  a  bnrning  zeal  in  His  service  ;  that 
He  will  make  us  indifferent  where  or  among  whom  our 
lot  is  cast,  among  princes  or  among  outlaws,  whether 
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we  are  respected  or  scorned ;  so  long  as  we  may  but 
testify  to  all  that  He  who  took  upon  Him  the  form 
of  a  servant.  He  who  was  despised  and  rejected  of 
men,  the  true  Man  after  God^s  own  heart,  the  Son  of 
David  and  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  present  and  eternal 
Shepherd,  to  whom  the  weary  and  wandering  may  turn 
for  help  and  guidance  now,  since  he  has  passed  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  for  them;  from 
whom  they  may  expect  fuller  deUverance  hereafter, 
seeing  that  He  must  reign  till  He  has  put  all  enemies 
under  His  feet. 


SERMON    IV. 

DAVID  THE  KING. 

(Linenhi's  Inn,  Srd  Svnday  in  Advent. — D*c.  14, 1851.) 

'*  And  David  perceived  that  tbe  Lord  bad  ef 

iBrael,  and  that  He  bad  exallsd  Uis  Emgdan 
iBiael's  sake." — 2  Sjiiidei.  v.  12. 

This  language,  some  may  think,  would  have  been 
suitable  and  pious,  if  an  estraordinarj,  evidently 
miraculous,  event  had  raised  David  to  the  throne  of 
Israel.  Such  an  event  might  have  enabled  bim  to  per- 
ceive that  be  was  divinely  elected  to  reign ;  be  might 
have  continued  to  reign,  with  the  same  comfortable 
assurance.  But  be  appears  to  have  risen  quite  aa  slowly, 
— mulei"  the  same  course  of  accidonts, — as  other  leaders 
of  troops  in  tolerably  quiet  conditions  of  society,  to  say 
nothing  of  those  which  are  utterly  anarchical.  He  be- 
longed to  an  honourable  tribe,  he  had  performed  great 
exploits,  he  bad  strong  popular  sympathy  with  him,  in- 
creased by  the  unfair  treatment  be  had  undergone  from 
Saul.  He  Lad  the  command  of  a  body  of  compact, 
devoted,  even  desperate  followers.  Saul  and  Jonathan 
were  dead.  Battles  and  assassinations, — perpetrated  by 
men  hoping  to  gain  rewards  from  him,  or  under  the 
influence  of  private  enmity, — removed  bis  rival  out  of 
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Ilia  way.  What  man  wlio  haa  not  taken  some  very  out- 
rageous method  of  establishing  hia  power,  might  not  say 
that  the  Lord  had  bestowed  his  dominion  upon  him,  if 
that  phrase  became  the  lips  of  the  shepherd-aovereign  T 
Thia  ia  a  question  wh  ich  I  am  not  able  to  answer,  I 
do  not  know  what  king  might  not  safely  adopt  these 
words  and  ought  not  to  adopt  them.  The  danger,  I 
fancy,  lies  in  the  disbelief  of  them,  or  in  the  idle  use  of 
them  when  no  definite  meaning  ia  attached  to  them. 
So  far  from  admitting  that  David  would  have  had  more 
right  or  would  have  been  more  likely  to  think  and  speak 
as  he  did,  if  some  angel  suddenly  appearing  had  placed 
the  crown  upon  hia  head,  I  apprehend  that  the  strength 
and  liveliness  of  hia  conviction  arose  from  the  number 
of  conspiring  accidents,  often  seemingly  cross  accidents, 
wbich  had  led  him  into  so  new  and  dangerous  a  position. 
It  was  the  successiveness,  the  continuity,  of  the  steps 
in  hia  history,  which  assured  him  that  God's  hand  had 
been  directing  the  whole  of  it.  One  startling  event 
would  have  made  no  such  impression  upon  him.  That 
he  might  have  referred  to  chance,  or  to  the  rare  irregular 
interference  of  an  omnipotent  Being.  Only  such  a 
Being  aa  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham, — only  one  who  had 
guided  each  patriarch  and  the  whole  nation  from  age 
to  age  through  strange  unknown  ways, — could  have 
woven  the  web  of  his  destinies,  could  have  controlled 
hia  proceedings  and  the  proceedings  of  indifferent,  of 
unrighteous,  men.  Had  David, — instead  of  maintain- 
ing the  ground  which  circumstancea  pointed  out  to  him 
as  his, — seized  violently  that  which  was  not  his,  he 
would  not  have  perceived  that  the  Lord  had  made  him 
king  of  Israel ;  he  would  have  felt  that  he  had  made 
himaelf  so,  and  would  have  acted  upon  that  persuasion. 
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For  the  two  clauses  of  the  sentence  are  intimately 
and  inseparably  connected.  David  perceived  that  God 
had  established  his  kingdom,  and  hs  knew  that  He  had 
exalted  it  for  His  people  Israel's  sake.  A  government 
which  B.  man  wins  for  himself  he  uses  for  himself. 
That  which  ho  inwardly  and  practically  acknowledges 
as  conferred  upon  him  by  a  righteous  being,  cannot  be 
intended  for  himself.  And  thus  it  is,  that  the  early 
and  mysterious  teaching  of  David  while  he  was  in  the 
sheepfolds,  bore  so  mightily  upon  his  fife  after  he 
became  a  king.  The  deepest  lesson  which  he  had  leamt, 
was  that  he  himself  was  under  government ;  that  in  Lis 
heart  and  will  was  the  inmost  circle  of  that  authority 
which  the  winds  and  the  aea,  the  moon  and  the  stars 
obeyed.  Wo  have  seen  how  the  sense  of  this  invisible 
kingdom  was  awakened  in  him  ;  how  it  was  quickened 
by  all  joyful  and  bitter  experiences,  by  the  cara  of 
sheep  and  the  society  of  outlaws.  To  understand  chat 
the  empire  over  wills  and  hearts  is  the  highest  which 
man  can  exercise,  because  it  is  the  highest  which 
God  exercises  ;  to  understand  that  his  empire  cannot 
be  one  of  rough  compulsion,  because  the  divinest  power 
is  not  of  this  kind ;  to  understand  the  necessity  for 
stern,  quick,  inevitable  punishment,  arises  from  the 
unwillingness  of  men  to  abide  under  a  yoke  of  grace  and 
gentleness  ;  to  nuderatand  that  the  law  looks  terrible 
and  overwhelming  to  the  wrong-doer,  just  because  he 
has  shaken  ofE  his  relation  to  the  Person  from  whom 
law  issues,  in  whom  dwells  all  humanity  and  sympathy, 
all  forgiveness  and  reclaiming  mercy, — this  was  the 
highest  privilege  of  a  Jewish  king,  that  upon  which 
the  rightful  exercise  of  all  his  functions  depended. 

Two  memoi-able  passages  in  the  history  of  David, — 
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the  establishment  of  his  capital,  and  the  removal  of  the 
ark  to  the  hill  above  it, — ^illustrate  the  principles  upon 
which  his  kingdom  stood ;  and  show  wherein  it  differed 
from  the  great  Asiatic  empires  which  were  contem- 
porary with  it,  and  which  had  existed  nearly  in  the 
same  form,  perhaps,  centuries  before  the  birth  of  Abra- 
ham.    The  first  sign  of  the  unity  of  these  monarchies 
was  the  building  of  some  great  city — Babylon,  or  Calah, 
or  Nineveh.     The  inhabitants  of  such  cities  felt  that 
they  were  a  people  because  they  were  compassed  with 
walls.     Within  those  walls  there  speedily  were  built 
temples  to  some  of  the  powers  of  nature,  which  they 
feared.     Very  soon — as  we  now  have  such  good  means 
of  knowing — the  arts  of  sculpture  came  forth,  doing 
honour  to  animal  forms,  which,  for  their  strength  or 
their  swiftness,  were  believed  to  be  divine.     With  a 
great  hunter  as  a  ruler,  with  one  of  these  cities  as  the 
centre  of  their  strength,  with  divinities  thus  conceived 
and  visibly  represented  as  their  protectors,  these  Asiatic 
worlds  continually  enlarged  their  limits,  absorbed  new 
tribes  into  themselves,  acquired  the  titles  of  conquest 
and  glory  for  one  or  another  of  their  temporary  masters. 
The  commonwealth  of  Israel  began  in  open  plains  and 
pastures.  A  single  man,  who  had  not  a  foot  of  earth  for 
his  possession,  was  its  founder.     A  family  of  colonists, 
still  dwelling  on  a  land  which  was  not  theirs,  suc- 
ceeded  to   him.     These   became  a  race  of   Egyptian 
captives.     They  acquired  laws,  festivals,  a  polity,  first 
in  a  wilderness.     They  struggled  hard  for  generations 
with  the  corrupted  people  of  the  land  into  which  they 
came.     Only  after  centuries  of  conflicts,  discomfitures, 
humiliations,  they  acquired  a  king,  and  a  city  which 
he  could  make  the  centre  of  their  tribes.     But  these 
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had  been  centuries  of  moral  and  poUticat  progress,  of 
the  deepest  experiences  for  individuals,  and  for  the 
whole  nation,  respecting  the  grounds  of  their  social 
existence,  and  the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the 
visible  and  the  invisihie  world.  All  this  time  they  had 
been  learning  to  worship  a  Being  who  was  not  to  be 
made  in  the  likeness  of  things  in  the  heaven  above  or 
in  the  earth  beneath  ;  to  apprehend  him  as  a  present, 
unseen  Lawgiver,  Judge,  Deliverer,in  whom  they  might 
put  their  trust.  They  learned  that  a  nation  built  upon 
fear  and  distrust  must  be  evil  while  it  lasts,  and  must 
at  length  come  to  ruin.  Here  are  the  two  kinds  of 
civilisation;  the  civic  life,  the  life  of  cities,  is  in  one 
the  beginning,  is  in  the  other  the  result,  of  a  long 
process.  But  in  the  first  you  have  a  despotism,  which 
becomes  more  expansive  and  more  oppressive  from  day 
to  day :  expansive  everywhere  except  in  the  spirits  of 
those  it  rules;  they  are  more  contracted  from  year  to 
year:  oppressive  of  everything  but  crime  and  disorder; 
(Aey  possess  growing  activity  and  freedom.  In  the  other 
case  yon  have  a  struggle,  sometimes  a  weary  struggle; 
but  it  is  the  struggle  of  spirits,  it  is  a  struggle  for  life. 
And  God  himself  is  helping  that  struggle ;  is  working 
with  and  for  the  spirits  whom  He  has  formed;  is  bring- 
ing them  out  of  darkness  into  an  ever  clearer  and 
broader  light, — out  of  confusion  into  a  real,  at  last  even 
to  Eometliing  like  a  visible  and  outward,  unity. 

But  this  unity  does  not  stand  in  the  walls  of  the 
capital  city,  even  though  that  city  be  the  holy  city  and 
the  city  of  peace.  When  David  had  made  this  con- 
quest from  the  Jebusites,  and  had  set  up  his  throne  in 
it,  he  was  impatient  till  he  had  brought  the  Ark  of  God 
there,  and  placed  it,  with  songs,  and  shoutings,  and 
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dancings,  on  the  holy  hili.  That  Ark  had  been  the 
witness  to  the  people  that  they  were  one  people,  be- 
cause they  had  the  one  God  dwelling  in  the  midst  of 
them;  while  they  are  shifting  their  tenta  continually 
in  the  wilderness,  perishing  from  heat  and  droHght, 
sighing  for  the  slavery,  if  they  might  but  have  the 
flesh-pots,  of  Egypt.  It  was  to  be  the  wituL-ss  of  the 
same  truth  to  those  who  were  dwelling  in  settled  habi- 
tations, who  were  under  a  native  government;  whose 
hunger  and  thirst  were  not  quenched  by  manna  from 
heaven,  or  by  water  from  a  rock,  but  by  the  produce 
of  ordinary  fields  and  fountains.  It  spoke  to  them,  as  it 
had  to  the  others,  of  a  permanent  Being,  of  a  righteous 
Being,  always  above  His  creatures,  always  desiring 
fellowship  with  them — a  fellowship  which  they  could 
only  realise  when  they  were  seeking  to  be  like  Him. 

I"  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ;  or  who 
shall  rise  up  into  His  holy  place?" — so  spake  David 
as  he  brought  the  Ark  to  its  resting-place — "Even  he 
that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart :  who  hath  not 
lifted  np  his  mind  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  to  deceive 
his  neighbour." 
The  moral  being  of  the  nation  then,  as  of  each  indi- 
vidual of  it,  stood  in  the  confessionof  a  person  absolutely 
good,  the  ground  of  all  goodness  in  His  creatures,  acces- 
sible to  them  while  they  sought  Him  with  fear  and 
reverence,  as  the  King,  Protector,  Friend,  of  each  and 
of  all.  There  could  be  no  lesson  to  a  king  so  deep  and 
solemn  as  this,  respecting  the  nature,  condition,  and 
bulwarks  of  his  own  authority  ;  no  warning  so  fearful 
against  forgetting  that  the  bond  which  united  him  to 
his  subjects,  was  also  the  bond  which  united  him  to 
God.     He  ruled  so  long  as  his  throne  was  based  upon 
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righteonniiefla ;  the  moment  he  eonght  for  any  other 
ffinnddtion,  he  would  become  weak  and  contemptible. 
All  David's  discipline  had  been  desired  to  settle  him 
in  this  truth.  He  was  the  man  after  God's  own  heart, 
because  he  80  graciously  received  that  discipline  and 
iiiihibed  that  truth.  The  signal  sin  of  his  life  con- 
finned  it  still  more  mightily  for  himself  and  for  all 
ages  to  come. 

I  have  shown  in  what  respect  Dayid  was  not  an 
ordinary  Oriental  Monarch,but  the  very  opposite  of  one. 
The  history  tella  us  as  plainly,  that  there  were  points 
in  which  he  resembled  the  sovereigns  of  the  East  of 
that  day,  and  the  Caliphs  and  Sultans  of  later  times. 
He  had  his  wives  and  his  concubines.  No  divine  edict 
told  him  that  such  indulgence  was  unlawful.  For, 
thanks  be  to  God,  though  He  makes  use  of  edicts  and 
Btatutos,  it  is  not  by  these  main'y  that  he  rules  the 
nniverse.  The  Bible,  as  we  have  seen,  is,  from  first  to 
last,  the  history  of  a  practical  edncation — God  leading 
men  by  slow  degrees  to  enter  into  His  mind  and  pur- 
poses, and  to  mould  their  own  into  conformity  with 
His.  If  we  want  exemplifications  of  all  the  noiseries 
and  curses  which  spring  from  the  mixture  of  families 
Hud  the  degradation  of  women  in  a  court  and  country 
where  polygamy  exists,  David's  history  supplies  them. 
No  maxima  of  morality  can  be  half  so  effectual  as  a 
faithful  record  of  terrible  facts  like  these.  But  the 
thorough  correction  of  this  monstrous  evil,  the  full 
assertion  of  the  principle  which  is  opposed  to  it,  could 
not,  so  far  as  we  may  judge,  be  brought  out  in  that  stage 
of  the  history  of  society.  In  later  times  of  the  Jewish 
commonwealth, — when  the  royal  power  had  ceased, 
when  the  people  had  been  more  instructed  in  theopposi- 
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tion  between  their  own  polity  and  that  of  the  Asiatic 
despotisms, — there  was  a  very  evident  awakening  of  the 
conscience  upon  this  subject,  a  growing  anticipation  of 
the  principle  which  Christendom  has  adopted  and  cano- 
nized. The  like  feeling  however  resisted  by  evil  passions 
and  a  corrupt  mythology,  it  pleased  God  to  awaken 
in  some  of  the  Pagan  nations  of  the  West, — ^in  Greece, 
in  Rome,  among  the  Teutonic  tribes.  The  instinctive 
recognition  of  the  true  law  of  marriage  was  a  prepara- 
tion,— ^the  most  wonderful,  perhaps,  of  all, — for  the 
revelation  of  the  one  Lord  and  Husband  of  Humanity. 
Certainly  wherever  polygamy  exists  there  is  the  most 
fatal  resistance  to  that  revelation ;  certainly  also, 
wherever  the  fact  of  Christ's  incarnation  is  acknow- 
ledged, there  is  a  horror  of  polygamy  which  can  be 
explained  by  no  arguments,  which  resists  all  subtleties 
of  logic,  all  pretended  authority  from  the  example  of 
patriarchs, — ^which  prohibits  by  a  fixed  law  what  was 
esteemed  innocent  and  regal  among  those  who  lived 
before  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  was  proclaimed,  even 
though  they  might  be  the  prophets  of  it. 

These  facts  must  be  borne  in  mind,  if  we  would 
understand  what  constituted  that  guilt  of  David  which 
the  Prophet  Nathan  brought  home  to  him  by  the  story 
of  the  ewe-lamb.  For  a  king  to  take  the  wife  of  a  poor 
man ;  how  light  a  fault  may  this  have  appeared  to  one 
with  the  power  and  privileges  which  David  possessed ! 
Supposing  there  was  a  fixed  law  against  adultery,  did 
this  law  apply  to  the  ruler  of  the  land ;  was  he  not  in 
some  sense  above  law  ?  Such  are  the  arguments  and 
sophistries  which  would  occur  to  one  who  was  wrest- 
ling with  his  conscience*  either  to  give  him  leave  to 
commit  a  wrong,  or  not  to  torment  him  for  it  when  it 
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waa  done.  And  then  if  the  husband  o£  thia  womao  ] 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  full  gratification  of  hia  purpose, 
or  of  tho  concealment  of  it,  was  there  anything  strange  I 
that  he,  who  was  exposing  thousands  of  his  subjects  to  ] 
the  chances  of  battle  and  death,  should  expose  this  one?  | 
Why  waa  hia  life  more  precious  than  that  of  any  other  1 
Israelite  T  Was  it  precious  simply  becauae  it  was  con- 
venient to  hia  master  that  he  should  lose  it?  And  so 
the  deeds  were  done.  Bathsheba  was  taten ;  Joab,  by 
David's  order,  put  Uriah  in  an  exposed  place  where  he 
waa  sure  to  be  slain.  And  David,  no  doubt,  performed  ^ 
all  his  official  taska  as  before,  went  daily  to  the  services 
of  the  Tabernacle,  was  probably  most  severe  in  enforcing 
punishments  upon  all  wrong-doers.  That  characteristic 
feature  of  a  transgressor,  his  rapid  and  bitter  condem- 
nation of  other  transgressors,  is  strikingly  preserved 
in  the  Scripture  portrait.  "And  David's  anger  waa 
greatly  kindled  against  the  rich  man  who  had  stolen 
the  poor  man's  Iamb.  And  he  said,  '  The  man  who 
hath  done  this  thing  shall  surely  die.'"  This  energy 
of  virtue,  this  mighty  effort  to  get  credit  with  oneself 
for  a  hvely  sense  of  right  and  hatred  of  injustice, — 
who  does  not  recognise  it  ?  Who  should  not  tremble 
while  he  thinks.  The  evil  spirit  who  prompts  to  this 
consummate  deceit  and  hypocrisy,  ia  near  to  me;  I  am 
tempted  continually  to  fly  from  the  light  which  would 
show  me  the  foul  spots  in  my  own  soul,  by  projecting 
them  outside  of  me,  and  pronouncing  sentence  upon 
them  in  another  man.  But  how  satisfactory  to  think 
that  while  all  this  waa  at  work  in  David's  heart,  it  was 
not  left  to  the  ease  and  comfort  which,  no  doubt,  it 
was  seeking  for,  and  striving  by  all  artifices  to  secure. 
What  availed  it  that  he  could  so  plausibly  justify  the 
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acts  he  had  done,  and  give  them  gentle  names,  and 
could  prove  that  they  were  not  adultery  and  murder  in 
him,  though  they  might  be  in  anyone  else  ?  W>at 
availed  it  that  he  could  look  back  to  holy  prayers  and 
songs  in  the  night,  and  evident  tokens  that  God  was 
with  him  ?  What  availed  it  to  argue  that  he  must  be 
the  same  man  now  that  he  had  ever  been  ?  There  was 
a  voice  near  him  saying,  '  Thou  hast  done  it  and  thou 
canst  not  change  it.  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  It 
signifies  nothing  to  Him  that  thou  art  called  king,  or 
saint,  or  psalmist.  Thy  heart  is  not  at  one  with  Him, 
and  thou  knowest  it.  Thou  art  living  in  a  lie,  and 
thou  knowest  it.  Thou  art  a  miserable  heartless  man 
at  this  time,  and  thou  knowest  it.  And  to  have  been 
called  the  man  after  God^s  own  heart,  is  nothing  at  all 
to  thee.  It  only  adds  a  sting  and  bitterness  to  thy 
present  self-condemnation,  such  as  another  could  not 
feel.^  He  understood  this  voice  afterwards.  Then  the 
effect  of  it  was  mere  anarchy  and  restlessness  of  mind, 
—a  condition  in  which  a  man  hates  his  fellows  and 
wishes  to  disbelieve  in  God,  and  dares  not.  '^  While  I 
held  my  tongue,^'  he  says,  "  my  bones  consumed  away 
through  my  daily  complaining.  For  thy  hand  is  heavy 
upon  me.  My  moisture  is  like  the  drought  in  summer.^' 
No  language  ever  described  so  vividly  the  sense  of  a 
weight  at  the  heart,  a  weight  that  cannot  be  lifted ; 
and  it  was  the  weight  of  God^s  own  presence,  of  that 
presence  which  he  had  once  spoken  of  as  the  fulness  of 
joy.  With  this  oppression,  like  that  of  the  air  before  a 
thunderstorm,  came  the  drying  up  of  all  the  moisture 
and  freshness  of  life,  the  parching  heat  of  fever.  Did 
the  Prophet  Nathan  bring  all  this  to  his  consciousness? 
No,  surely.  The  Prophet  Nathan  came  at  the  appointed 
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HiOTrent.  to  tell  him  in  clear  words,  by  a  living  inBtance, 
that  which  he  had  been  hearing  in  muttered  accents 
within  his  heart  for  months  before.  He  came  to  tell 
him  that  the  God  of  righteousneaa  and  mercy,  who 
cared  for  Uriah,  the  poor  man  with  the  single  ewe-lamb, 
was  calling  him,  the  king,  to  account,  for  an  act  of 
unrighteousness  and  anmercifuluesB.  Nathan  brought 
him  to  face  steadily  the  light  at  which  he  had  been 
winking,  and  to  own  that  the  light  was  good,  that  it 
was  the  diirkness  only  which  was  horrible  and  hateful; 
so  that  he  might  turn  to  the  light,  and  crave  that  it 
should  ouce  more  penetrate  into  the  depths  of  his  being 
and  take  possession  of  him. 

And  this  was  his  confession  and  prayer.  He  makes 
out  no  case  for  himaelf;  he  pleads  no  extenuating 
circumstances.  I  myself  have  sinned,  and  done  this 
evil  in  thy  sight.  My  joy  is  in  the  thought,  that  Thou 
wilt  be  clear  when  Thou  art  judged.  If  I  did  not 
believe  that  Thou  art  altogether  just  and  righteous  and 
true,  I  could  have  no  hope.  Because  Thou  art  this,  I 
believe  that  Thou  canst  and  wilt  make  mo  a  clean 
heart,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me.  It  is  not 
the  misery  which  Thou  wilt  lay  upon  me  for  my  sin 
that  I  dread ;  the  misery  is  to  be  false,  and  to  continue 
in  a  falsehood.  But  Thou  desirest  truth  in  the  inward 
parts ;  and  Thou  canst  make  me  to  understand  wisdom 
secretly.  I  fancied,  till  Thou  didst  find  me  out,  that  I 
conld  make  peace  with  Thee  by  offering  sacrifices. 
But  Thou  desirest  not  sacrifice,  else  would  I  give  it 
Thee.  Thou  Thyself  must  give  the  sacrifice  that  we 
may  offer  it.  This  one  of  a  broken  and  contrite  heart 
which  Thou  has  given  to  me,  I  offer  to  Thee,  and  Thou 
wilt  not  despise  it.   When  Thou  hast  restored  the  king 
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to  his  right  state,  and  built  up  again  the  walls  of  the 
city  which  Thou  hast  promised  to  bless,  then  indeed  we 
may  come  and  offer  bullocks  upon  Thy  altar, — the 
expressions  of  united  submission  of  king  and  people  to 
Thee,  their  just  and  forgiving  King  and  Lord. 

What  was  the  answer  to  this  prayer?  First  the 
death  of  Bathsheba^s  child;  next  the  discovery  of 
hateful  crimes  in  his  household ;  finally  the  revolt  of 
the  beloved  Absalom.  These, — answers  to  a  prayer  for 
forgiveness  ?  Yes,  if  forgiveness  means  what  David 
took  it  to  mean, — having  truth  in  the  inward  parts ; 
knowing  wisdom  secretly.  He  had  had  falsehood  in 
his  inward  parts ;  he  had  cherished  the  delusion  that 
he  was  free  to  do  what  he  liked ;  that  laws  and  rules 
were  not,  for  him ;  that  he  might  use  a  subject  at  his 
pleasure* '  >  The  taking  the  sins  home  to  himself  instead 
of  imputing  them  to  circumstances  or  to  God,  had 
brought  him  into  fellowship  with  Truth  once  more. 
He  had  known  folly  secretly ;  he  had  dallied  with  silly 
childish  excuses;  he  had  lost  all  freedom  and  manli- 
ness of  spirit.  Now  he  had  desired  to  be  Wisdom^s 
pupa  again.  He  had  begun,  with  more  prostration  of 
heart  than  ever  before,  to  learn  her  lessons.  And  she 
would  assuredly  not  leave  him  till  she  had  written 
them  upon  his  mind.  To  have  his  people^s  hearts 
stolen  from  him,  to  have  his  child  for  his  enemy,  to  be 
deserted  by  his  counsellors  and  his  wives,  to  lose  his 
kingdom,  to  be  mocked  and  cursed ;  this  was  rough 
discipline  surely.  But  he  had  desired  it ;  he  had  said 
deliberately,  ^^Make  me  a  clean  heart,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  me.^'  And  that  blessing, — ^if  it  was 
granted  him  in  part  at  once,  if  he  rose  up  from  that 
very  prayer  a  freed  man  with  a  free  spirit, — ^yet  was  to 
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be  TwViteA  through  his  whole  life,  and  to  be  secured  by 
rnuthodfl  which  he  certainly  would  not  have  devised  or  J 
choecn  for  himself.  I 

Btit,M  in  all  his  pant  history,  the  disciplinewas  not  taF% 
him  more  than  for  his  people,  not  for  hia  people  more 
than  for  all  ages  to  come.  The  kingly  lesson  and  the 
human  lesson  are  nowhere  more  intimately  nnited  than 
hore.  That  which  enabled  David,  crushed  and  broken, 
l<i  bo  more  than  ever  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  to 
soo  more  than  over  into  the  depths  of  wisdom  and  love 
in  that  heart,  was  also  that  which  fitted  him  to  be  a 
ruler, — by  understanding  the  only  condition  on  which 
It  in  possible  for  a  man  to  exercise  real  dominion  over 
others, — viz.,  when  ho  gives  up  himself,  that  they  may 
know  Ooil,  and  not  him,  to  be  their  sovereign. 

Those  who  administered  the  affairs  of  the  English 
church  iu  the  early  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
chose  the  piiHsage  of  the  Book  of  Samuel  which  de- 
scribes Diivid'a  return  to  his  kingdom,  for  the  service 
on  the  29th  of  May.  There  was  a  solemn  warning  iu 
their  Hcleotion.  History  has  turned  it  iuto  bitter  irony. 
The  use  of  lliia  lesson  forbids  us  to  forget  the  certain 
Bud  tprriblo  truth,  that  years  of  hard  adversity  and 
suffering  do  not  of  themselves  fit  a  man  to  reign  ; — that 
they  nuiy  bo  worse  than  wasted  upon  him,  thathe  may 
come  out  of  them  more  reckless  and  heartless, — more 
ignorant  of  any  government  exercised  over  himself, 
loss  conscious  of  any  responsibility  for  the  government 
which  he  exorcises  over  others, — than  he  went  into 
tliem.  For  our  own  individual  benefit,  as  well  as  for 
the  sake  of  nations,  we  should  lay  this  doctrine  hard 
thoivgh  it  be,  to  heart.  Adversity  is  in  itself  as  httle 
grsoiouii  as  pro8i>erity.     Moral  death  may  be  the  fruit 
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of  one  as  much  as  of  the  other.  It  was  otherwise  with 
David, — ^not  because  adversity  had  any  especial  influ- 
ence over  him  which  it  has  not  over  us,  but  because  he 
accepted  it  as  God^s  punishment  and  medicine, — 
because  he  believed  that  God  would  do  the  good  for 
him  which  adversity  could  not  do. 

One  of  the  best  proofs,  it  seems  tome,that.his  school- 
ing was  effectual,  is  this, — that  all  his  family  griefs,  his 
experience  of  his  own  evil,  the  desertion  of  his  sub- 
jects, did  not  lead  him  to  fancy  that  he  should  be 
following  a  course  acceptable  to  God,  if  he  retired  to  the 
deserts,  or  ceased  to  be  a  shepherd  of  Israel, — ^instead 
of  doing  the  work  which  was  appointed  for  him.  It 
shows  how  healthy  and  true  his  repentance  and  faith 
were  that  he  again  set  himself  to  organise  the  people 
and  to  fight  their  battles,  to  feed  them  and  rule  them  with 
all  his  power;  when  a  religious  prudence  or  self-interest 
might  have  whispered,  "  Do  thy  best  to  make  amends 
by  services  to  God  for  the  ills  thou  hast  done ;  save 
thyself,  whatever  becomes  of  thy  people  Israel.^^  These 
ungodly  suggestions, — the  like  of  which  came  as  angels 
of  light  to  so  many  Christian  monarchs  in  the  Middle 
Ages  and  sent  them  to  do  penance  for  their  evils  and  to 
seek  a  crown  of  glory  in  monasteries, — may  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  man  after  God^s  own  heart.  If 
they  did,  he  proved  his  title  to  the  name  by  rejecting 
them.  He  showed  that  he  could  trust  God  to  put  him 
in  the  position  that  was  best  for  him ;  that  he  knew 
God  did  not  send  him  into  the  world  to  provide  either 
for  his  body  or  his  soul,  but  to  glorify  His  name  and  to 
blesa  His  creatures.  He  was  most  devoted  to  Gk)d 
when  he  was  most  devoted  to  His  work.  He  prayed 
fervently  because  he  Hved  fervently.     He  found  out 
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the  necessity  of  seeking  God  continually,  of  meditating 
upon  His  law,  of  blessing  His  name, — because  lie  learnt 
liow  weak  be  was  and  how  little  he  could  be  a  Hag 
over  men  wben  the  image  of  the  divine  kingdom  waa 
not  present  to  him. 

This  is  the  impression  which  is  left  upon  our  minds 
by  the  general  coutexi  of  his  history  after  his  restora- 
tion. There  are  passages  of  that  history,  such  as  bi» 
giving  np  the  sons  of  Saul  to  the  Gibeonitea,  which  I 
do  not  understand,  I  can  perceive  in  the  story  a 
recognition  of  the  continuance  of  a  nation's  life,  of  its 
obligations,  and  its  sins,  from  age  to  age.  All  national 
morality,  nay  the  meaning  and  possibility  of  history, 
depends  upon  this  truth,  the  sense  of  which  is,  I  fear, 
very  weak  iu  our  day.  But  I  cannot  in  the  least  tell 
why  the  death  of  Saul's  children  should  have  been  the 
needful  expiation  of  the  nation's  crimes.  I  do  not 
indeed  see  any  pretext  for  the  supposition,  of  course  a 
very  ready  and  obvious  one,  that  it  was  an  act  of  pohoy 
on  David's  part  to  rid  of  himself  of  a  dangerous  family; 
there  would  be  a  blackness  in  the  patting  forward  of  a 
rehgious  motive  for  such  a  crime,  which  all  onr  know- 
ledge of  his  previous  life  forbids  ns  to  attriboteto  him. 
On  the  other  hand  I  conceive  that  we  are  not  bound 
to  assume  that  the  proceeding  was  in  alt  particulars  a 
just  one,  because  we  are  told  that  a  divine  intimatioD 
was  the  cause  of  it.  The  Scripture  is  most  careful 
that  we  should  feel  the  reality  of  these  intimations, — 
that  we  should  refer  them  to  their  true  source,  and  yet 
that  we  should  understand  how  possible  it  is  for  a  man 
to  pervert  them  and  found  wrong  inferences  upon 
them,  if  his  own  mind  is  not  in  a  thoroughly  pure  and 
healthy  condition. 
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An  instance  which  illustrates  and  proves  that  prin- 
ciple occurs  shortly  after  this  one.  God  is  said  to  tempt 
David  to  number  the  people.  The  thought  that  it  was 
a  blessing  and  a  cause  of  thankfulness  to  be  the  head  of 
a  growing  and  thriving  people, — this  was  divine.  The 
thought  that  it  was  well  for  a  ruler  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  condition  and  resources  of  his  people, — this 
was  divine.  With  the  confidence  that  it  was,  must 
have  come  an  assurance  from  the  very  existence  of  the 
Book  of  Numbers, — that  it  was  a  right  thing  in  itself, 
a  part  of  the  divine  ordinance,  that  each  tribe  and  its 
families,  and  the  persons  who  composed  them,  should 
be  registered.  But  the  determination,  just  then,  to 
send  forth  officers  for  the  sake  of  ascertaining  the  armed 
force  of  the  land, — this  was  the  thought  of  a  self-exalted 
man,  aspiring  to  be  a  miHtary  chief  and  conqueror ; — ^a 
thought  which  was  at  work  also  in  His  people,  and 
which  threatened  to  make  their  organisation  and  his 
victories  steps  to  their  ruin.  And  this  tendency  in 
king  and  people  was  checked  by  a  sweeping  pestilence, 
which  brought  them  back  to  the  feeling  that  their 
power  did  not  lie  in  the  number  of  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms ;  that  if  this  were  their  reliance  they 
would  soon  be  swallowed  up  by  empires  immeasurably 
greater  than  themselves,  the  habits  and  false  notions 
of  which  they  were  adopting.  I  do  not  know  anything 
so  instructive  to  us,  if  we  use  them  as  we  ought,  as 
these  passages  in  the  Bible,  which  teach  us  that  all 
good  thoughts,  counsels,  just  works,  come  from  the  Spirit 
of  God ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  we  are  in  the  most 
imminent  peril  at  every  moment  of  turning  the  divine 
suggestions  into  sin,  by  allowing  our  selfish  and  impure 
conceits  and  rash  generalisations  to  mix  with  them. 
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We  have  aeec  that  the  life  of  David  ia  the  life  neither 
3  official,  fulfilling  a  purpose  in  which  b 
no  interest,  nor  of  a  hero  without  fear  and  withoat 
reproach ;  but  of  a  man  inspired  by  a  divine  purpose, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  divine  teacher,  liable  to  all 
ordinary  errors,  as  likely  as  any  of  us  to  fall  into  g 

.  The  interest  we  feel  in  him  is  strong  and  personal. 
It  is  not  won  from  us  by  a  single  exaggeration  of  hia 
merits — by  the  least  attempt  to  surround  him  with 
some  unnatural  halo  of  glory.  We  should  have  wished, 
perhaps,  to  see  his  sun  setting  with  pecuhar  splendour; 
to  be  told  of  some  great  acts,  or  hear  some  noble  words, 
which  would  assure  us  that  he  died  a  saint.  The  Bible 
does  not  in  the  least  satisfy  this  expectation.  It  repre- 
sents him  in  the  bodily  feebleness,  in  something  like  ( 
the  dotage,  of  old  age.  The  last  sentences  which  are 
reported  of  him  concern  the  after-administration  of  his 
son's  kingdom,  and  the  punishment  of  some  of  his  mis- 
chievous subjects.  Of  all  his  words  they  are  perhaps 
those  which  we  the  least  care  to  remember.  We  must 
turn  elsewhere  than  to  the  books  of  the  Old  or  of  the 
New  Testament  for  death-bod  scenes.  One  beautiful 
^L  record  of  the  first  deacon  of  the  Church,  who  prayed 

^M  for  his  countrymen,  "  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their 

^M  charge,"  is  all  that  we  have  of  martyrology  in  the  Bible. 

^M  Its  warriors  fight  the  good  fight.     We  know  that  in 

^1  some  battle  or  other  they  finish  their  course.     Where, 

^H  or  how,  under  what  circumstances  of  humiliation  or 

^M  triumph,  we  are  not  told.     If  it  pleased  God  that  their 

^B  lamp  should  shine  out  brightly  at  the  last,  that  was 

^V  well,  for   He  was   glorified   in  their  strength.     If  it 

^H  pleased  him  that  the  light  should  sink  and  go  out  in  its 

^^L  socket,  that  was  well  too;  for  He  was  glorJSi 
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kness.  Not  by  momentary  flashes  does  God  bid  na 
judge  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  for  He  who  reads  the 
heart  and  sees  the  meaning  and  purpose  ot  it,  judges 
not  of  them  by  these.  And  never  be  it  forgotten  that 
at  the  death  which  has  redeemed  all  other  deaths  and 
made  them  blessed,  there  was  darkness  over  all  the 
land  until  the  ninth  hour,  and  that  a  cry  cam 
of  the  darkness,  "My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thon 
forsaken  me  ?  ■" 

If  you  would  judge  of  David,  of  what  he  was,  and 
what  he  looked  for,  let  this  psalm  be  your  guide.  "  Give 
she  king  thy  judgments,  oh  God  1  and  thy  rightec 
neS3  unto  the  king's  son.  He  shall  judge  thy  people 
with  righteouaness,  and  thy  poor  with  judgment.  He 
shall  save  the  children  of  the  needy,  and  shall  bveak 
in  pieces  the  oppressor.  He  shall  redeem  their  aoul 
from  deceit  and  violence:  and  precious ahall  their  blood 
be  in  his  sight.  There  stall  be  an  handful  of  corn  in 
the  earth  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains;  the  fruit 
thereof  shall  shake  like  Lebanon  :  and  they  of  the  city 
shall  flourish  like  grass  of  the  earth.  Kis  name  s 
endure  for  ever :  His  name  shall  be  continued  as  long 
as  the  sun :  and  men  shall  be  blessed  in  Him.  All 
nations  shall  call  Him  blessed.  Blessed  be  the  Lord 
God,  the  God  of  Israel,  who  only  doeth  wondrous 
things.  And  blessed  be  His  glorious  name  for  e 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  His  glory.  The 
prayers  of  David  the  son  of  Jesse  are  ended.' 

And  with  that  aspiration  and  hope,  brethren,  may 
oar  prayers  be  ended.  May  it  be  the  business  of  our 
lives  to  testify,  that  there  is  a  righteous  kingdom  esta- 
blished upon  the  earth,  and  that  God  has  set  it  up ; 
and  that  His  Son,  who  has  made  Himself  one  with  all 
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poor  and  sufferiog  men  is  at  the  head  of  it ;  and  that  I 
it  shall  prevail  over  all  oppression  and  violence  ;  t 
that  all  nations  shall  be  blessed  by  it.  Let  us  grappl&  i 
this  faith  to  our  inmost  souls  now, — when  men  think 
and  openly  proclaim,  that  law  and  order  are  based  not 
on  the  will  and  mind  of  a  gracious  God  who  cares  for 
His  creatures,  but  are  to  be  the  tools  and  servants  of  a 
grasping  Mammon;  now, — when  we  have  proofs  openly 
before  our  eyes,  how  that  low,  grovelling,  godless  con- 
viction leads  at  last  to  the  trampling  down  of  all  law, 
to  the  setting  up  of  the  most  hateful  lawless  tyranny. 
Let  us  not  merely  detest  such  outrages  upon  God's 
order  bnt  scorn  them  as  essentially  weak,  as  predestined 
to  destruction,  however  for  a  time  He  may  permit  them 
for  the  chastisement  of  the  sins  and  idolatries  of  other 
nations,  nay  even  if  He  should  see  fit  to  use  them  for 
the  chastisement  o£  our  own.  "  Rest  in  the  Lord,  and 
wait  patiently  for  Him  :  fret  not  thyself  because  of  him 
who  prospereth  in  his  way,  because  of  the  man  who 
bringetb  wicked  devices  to  pass.  Cease  from  anger, 
and  forsake  wrath :  fret  not  thyself  in  any  wise  to  do 
evil.  For  evil-doers  shall  be  cut  off :  but  those  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.  For 
yet  a  little  while,  and  the  wicked  shall  not  be :  yea, 
thou  shalt  diligently  consider  his  place,  and  it  shall 
nob  be.  But  the  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth ;  and 
delight  themselves  in  the  abundance  ol  peace." 


SEEMON  V. 

THE  WISE   KING. 

{lAneoVn's  Inn,  4ith  Sunday  in  Advent. — Dec  21,  1851.) 

Aud  Solomon  said,  *  Thou  hast  shewed  unto  thy  seryant  Darid  my 
father  great  mercy,  according  as  he  walked  before  Thee  in  trath, 
and  in  righteousness,  and  in  uprightness  of  heart  with  Thee ;  and 
Thou  hast  kept  for  him  this  great  kindness,  that  Thou  hast  given 
him  a  son  to  sit  on  his  throne,  as  it  is  this  day.  And  now,  O 
Lord  my  Ood,  Thou  hast  made  Thy  servant  king  instead  of 
David  my  father :  and  I  am  but  a  little  child :  I  know  not  how 
to  go  out  or  come  in.  And  Thy  servant  is  in  the  midst  of  Thy 
people,  which  Thou  hast  chosen,  a  great  people  that  cannot  be 
numbered  nor  counted  for  multitude.  Give  therefore  Thy  servant 
an  understanding  heart  to  judge  Thy  people,  that  I  may  discern 
between  good  and  bad :  for  who  is  able  to  juJge  this  Thy  so 
great  a  people  P ' — 1  Kings  iii.  6 — ^, 

The  seventy-second  Psalm, — ^part  of  which  I  read  to 
you  last  Sunday,  because  it  contains^  if  not  the  last 
words^  yet  the  habitual  wishes,  the  inmost  heart  of 
David, — speaks  of  a  son  in  whose  days  there  should  be 
abundance  of  peace,  to  whom  should  be  given  of  the 
gold  of  Arabia,  whose  name  should  remain  among  the 
posterities.  That  these  words  were  fulfilled  in  the 
peaceful  and  glorious  reign  of  Solomon,  most  readers 
believe.  That  there  are  other  words  in  that  Psalm 
which  speak  of  blessings  far  beyond  any  which  came 
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apoa  larael  or  apoa  the  earth  them,  or  perhaps  hava 
come  apon  iu  since,  tliey  also  believe.  How  are  we  to 
connect  the  differeut  passages  together;  which,  may 
we  aasigii  to  the  immediate  succeaaor,  which  poiiiii  to 
some  distant,  unrealised  Eatare  ? 

Though  this  inquiry  concema  the  sense  and  inter- 
pretation of  all  the  Psahna,  nay,  the  very  natnre  of 
Prophecy  itself,  I  propose  to  apeak  of  it  only  iis  it  bears 
apon  the  subject  which  comes  under  our  notice  this 
afternoon.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  conceive,  that  tha 

[  dream  of  transmitting  hia  kingdom  to  a  child  of  hia 
own  had  often  visited  the  mind  of  David,     Wa  should 

I  naturally  conclude  that  he  fixed  upon  the  favourite 
Ab^ialom  aa  his  succeaaor.  Hia  rebellion  was  a  sad 
mockery  of  Chat  expectation.     Bnt  it  was  noc  only  a, 

'  mockery.  It  was  the  severest  part  of  that  discipline, 
ao  regular  and  consistent,  which  taught  Dtivid  that  tha 
kingdom  waa  not  his, — that  iuiother  than  he  ruled  it, 
that  it  was  established  in  his  hands  not  for  his  own 
sake,,  bnt  for  the  sake  of  God's  people  laraeh  It  waa  aa 
mnch  a  fiilsehood  in  the  king  to  think  of  giving  it  away 
according  to  some  choice  or  fancy  of  hia  own,  as  it  waa 
a  falsehood  in  the  people  to  desire  a  king  who  ahooid. 
merely  lead  their  armiea  and  make  them  like  the  other 
nations.  Bub  just  as  the  self-willed  and  senaoal  longing 
which  caused  Samuel  so  much  sorrow  wae  the  perver- 
sion of  a  divine  instinct  which  in  due  time  was  to  ba 
satisfied,  so  did  it  prove  in  this  caee  also.  The  desire 
to  advance  a  beloved  child  had  much  of  seliishness  in 
it;  the  passion  for  fotindiag  a  family  though  it  was  of 
nobler  kind,  clnug  too  closely  to  the  mere  iuriividuul 
who  cherished  it.  Bat  the  paternal  impulse  and  che 
power  of  looking  onwards  into  another  age  when  the 
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father  and  perhaps  also  the  child  should  have  left  the 
earth,  these  do  not  belong  to  the  earth  or  to  Duvid; 
they  helong  to  hnmanity ;  their  root  is  in  God.  To  keep 
them  alive  had  been  a  maiu  part  of  all  the  wonderful 
edacation  of  Abraham  and  of  faiii  descendants.  The 
mystery  of  fatherhood  and  of  birth  had  been  that  which 
the  old  patriarch  had  learnt  while  he  dwelt  in  the  open 
plain  of  Canaan,  apart  from  the  corrupted  cities.  The 
desire  for  offspring  which  seemed  to  be  accomplished  in 
Ishmael,  the  long  waiting  for  Isaac,  the  sight  at  last  of 
the  child  of  laughter  and  joy,  these  had  been  the  main- 
springs of  his  life ;  upon  these  all  his  knowledge  of 
other  higher  truths, — of  death,  of  sacrifice, — depended. 
The  continuousness  of  the  history,  the  links  of  here- 
ditary sympathy  by  which  the  parts  of  it  are  bound 
together,  we  all  feel,  whether  we  are  able  to  explain 
the  fact  to  ourselves  or  not,  are  one  secret  of  our 
interest  in  it,  are  internal  tokens  and  pledges  of  its 
divinity. 

It  was  a  son  of  Bathsheba  who  was  to  teach  David, 
— in  circumstances  grievously  unfavourable,  one  would 
have  thought,  to  such  learning, — this  truth  which  had 
been  imparted,  by  a  like  experimental  method,  to  the 
first  fathers  of  his  race.     Birth  became  associated  with 
death,  and  with  his  own  sin  as  the  cause  of  death. 
Shame,  repentance,  the  desire  to  do  justice  to  one  whom 
be  had  bitterly  wronged,  bonnd  him  to  his  wife  with 
more  real  afiection  than  he  had,  perhaps,  ever  felt  for 
^L       any  other.     The  child  who  was  born  after  the  one  for 
H        whom  he  had  prayed  and  fasted  was  taken  must  have  ■ 
^^       had  a  mysterious  worth  in  his  eyes;  he  must  have  looked  [' 
^1       upon  it  as  especially  given  to  him  ;  he  could  not  claim    \ 
^M      any  right  over  it;  it  was  Crod's.     This  child  he  was    I 
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taught  to  connect  with  the  pennanence  of  tte  kingdoi 
The  thoughts  which  were  awakcTied  in  him, — aa  he 
recollected  all  that  had  been  and  might  have  been  in 
hie  days,  and  of  idl  that  ehould  be  in  his  son's  days,  were, 
— not  through  some  wild  exaggeration,  not  through 
some  artificial  arrangement,  but  by  an  eternal  necessary 
law,  wider,  deeper,  higher  than  any,  even  the  most  bril- 
liant series  of  outward  events,  could  accompliah.  Such 
events  he  was  sure  there  wonld  be ;  a  heap  of  corn  on 
the  earth  higher  than  the  hills  ;  the  kings  of  Tharsis 
and  the  Isles  would  bring  presents;  the  kings  of  Arabia 
and  Saba  would  offer  gifts.  He  trusted  also  that  the 
blood  of  the  poor  would  be  dear  in  Solomon's  sight. 
But  the  hope  which  these  last  words  expressed,  rested 
upon  the  assurance  that  there  was  an  inward  sympathy 
and  communion  between  the  king  and  the  poorest  o£  his 
subjects,  an  actual  relation  between  them  which  had 
been  realised  and  understood  in  some  measure  by  David 
and  his  people;  which  might  be  realised  more  perfectly 
in  the  son  who  was  to  follow  him ;  which  must  be  reahsed 
perfectly  some  day.  The  power  of  the  prophet,  his 
security  that  his  thoughts  and  anticipations  would  prove 
true,  did  not  depend  upon  his  knowledge  of  times  and 
seasons;  but  upon  the  intimation  which  he  had  of  the 
mind  and  purpose  of  the  Most  High;  upon  his  con- 
fidence that  be  and  not  the  evil  spirit  would  prevail: 
and  that  the  triumph  of  the  Creator  must  be  the  triumph 
of  his  creatures.  This  blessed  conviction  had  enabled 
David  to  straggle  with  hosts  of  enemies,  with  his  own 
sin  and  despair,  it  came  forth  now  in  strong  close 
alliance  with  his  family  life,  as  it  had  always  been  in 
alliance  with  the  life  of  hia  nation.  A  son  of  David 
must  be  the  deliverer  of  the  poor  and  needy,  a  son  of 
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David  must  have  dominion  from  the  flood  onto  the 
world's  end. 

In  what  sense  then,  I  shall  be  asked,  did  David 
-expect  that  his  son's  kingdom  would  be  a  divine  and 
spiritual  one  ?  in  what  sense  an  earthly  and  magni- 
^cent  one  ?  I  answer ;  he  looked  for  no  earthly  mag- 
nificence which  was  not  the  manifestation  of  an  inward 
and  spiritual  dominion ;  he  feared  no  earthly  magnifi- 
•cence  which  was  a  manifestation  of  it.  Solomon's  own 
history  will  be  the  best  solution  of  the  riddle  if  it  is 
one.  The  words  which  I  have  taken  for  my  text  are 
the  proper  and  natural  introduction  to  it. 

It  is  very  needful  in  the  case  of  Solomon,  as  in  that 
of  David,  to  protest  against  an  arbitrary  separation  of 
the  man  from  the  king, — of  the  devout  student  of  God's 
ways  from  the  ruler  and  judge.  The  prayer  which  I 
have  just  read  to  you  shews  how  untenable  and  impos- 
sible this  classification  is.  He  beseeches  God  for  an 
understanding  heart.  All  his  moral  and  spiritual  desires 
are  gathered  up  in  that  petition.  But  it  is  understfind- 
ing  to  judge,  because  "  I  am  in  the  midst  of  thy 
people  which  thou  hast  chosen,  a  great  people  that 
<5annot  be  numbered  or  counted  for  multitude."  He 
asks  precisely  what  he  feels  to  be  necessary  for  his 
work ;  he  wants  nothing  more.  Let  us  consider  what 
he  felt  that  this  work  demanded. 

"  He  must  discern  between  good  and  bad."  This  he 
perceived  to  be  the  characteristic  function  of  a  ruler. 
He  must  know  right  from  wrong  ;  must  learn  in  com- 
plicated cases  to  see  into  the  truth ;  to  see  it  through 
the  falsehoods  with  which  it  might  be  mixed  up ;  to 
see  it  in  spite  of  any  falsehoods  that  might  be  invented 
to  blacken  it.  Was  this  asking  for  a  skilful  habit,  such 
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M  worliBy  men  acquire  or  fancy  they  acqnire  by  long' 
experience,  of  finding  out  theman  who  will  cheat  them; 
li  habit  which  leads  them  at  last  to  assame  every  man 
a  cheat  nntil  be  has  convinced  them  that  he  is  honest  ? 
I  apprehend  it  must  have  been  one  of  Solomon's  most 
'.'Bmeet  desires  that  he  might  be  saved  from  this 
temptation,  however  ead  and  repeated  might  be  his 
diticoveries  of  the  tricks  and  impostures  which  men 
practise  npon  themselves  and  upon  each  other.  To 
discern  good  first,  that  he  might  judge  of  evil  by  that; 
to  be  sure  that  whenever  evil  is  found,  there  most  be  a 
good  sido-by-side  with  it,  struggliug  against  it;  to  have 
intense  inward  sympathy  with  the  right,  that  he  might 
hate  and  resolutely  put  down  the  wrong;  this  was  the 
gift  which  in  his  conseious  ignorance,  with  the  feeble- 
nesH  of  a  little  child,  he  desired  Htm  who  possessed  it 
to  bestow.  For  why  did  he  pray,  if  he  did  not  think 
that  he  was  in  the  presence  and  under  the  government 
of  a  righteous  Judge  who  could  and  would  teach  him 
of  I^is  own  ways  ;  who  could  impart  to  him  a  discern- 
ment of  His  own  character,  and  so  of  everything  that 
contradicted  it  ?  This  perception,  a  perception  which 
by  its  niituro  must  he  internal,  must  belong  to  his  very 
self,  was  the  essence  of  that  understanding  heart  which 
he  belioved  was  more  precious  than  wealth  and  length 
of  days.  It  wM  a  perception  which  implied  a  continual 
looking  up,  the  beholding  an  object  immeasurably 
ftbOTO  him  who  contemplated  it,  and  yet  an  object 
exactly  nnawcnng  to  all  his  capacities  and  organs;  a 
Boing  who  had  given  him  these  capacities  and  organs 
that  they  mipht  converse  with  Him  and  reflect  His 
likonosB.  It  WHS  n  perceptiou  which  could  never  become 
the  separate  iiulividual  possession  of  him  who  attained 
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At  the  root  of  it,  were  faith,  trust,  affection,  which 
lift  a  man  out  of  himself,  which  make  him  cleave  tci 
that  which  be  cannot  comprehend  or  reduce  to  his  own 
meaaarea  and  proportions;  and  whieh  make  every 
exercise  of  his  discernment,  a  means  of  expanding  it. 

I  speak  of  this  understanding  heart  aa  beginning 
with  the  confesaion,  and  apprehension  of  God.  I  have 
heen  quite  unable  to  separate  that  statement  from  the 
other  that  it  implies  self-knowledge.  That  knowledge, 
eaya  the  wise  heathen,  descends  from  Heaven.  Some 
of  ns  seem  to  fancy  that  it  riaea  out  of  hell.  We  think 
a  man  knows  himself,  when  he  discovers  all  the  grovel- 
ling tendencies  which  there  are  in  himself  and  reconciles 
himself  to  them.  Assuredly  it  is  through  the  keen 
sense  of  evil  within  them,  that  most  men  are  educated 
to  wisdom.  But  that  is  because  the  sense  of  evil  con- 
tains implicitly  the  pledge  of  a  deliverer  from  it, — 
because  the  discovery  of  a  flesh  which  is  not  subject  to 
the  law  of  God  neither  can  be,  is  never  made  except  by 
a  spirit  which  delights  iu  that  law  and  asks  for  help  to 
fulfil  it.  The  understanding  heart  of  Solomon  led  him 
to  revere  as  well  as  to  suspect  himself;  to  revere  that  in 
himself  which  was  God's  image,  to  suspect  that  which 
was  seeking  to  make  images  of  its  own ;  to  revere  that 
which  united  him  to  his  fellow-men,  to  suspect  and 
dread  that  which  divided  him  from  them. 

And  this  understanding  heart  therefore  was  a  truly  i 
kingly  heart,  seeing  that  it  had  a  rich  and  free  fellow-  | 
ship  with  all  kinds  and  classes  of  people,  a  sense  of 
that  which  was  common  to  them  all ;  a  power  of  enter- 
ing into  that  which  was  peculiar  to  their  crafts,  localities, 
temperaments;  a  facility  of  distinguishing  the  person 
who  was  fittest  for  any  particular  service  j  in  one  word 
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a  jadgment  which  wm  not  determined  by  anything 
external,  which  had  its  l&ws  and  principles  in  a  vorld 
that  the  eye  sees  not. 

We  are  told  that  this  same  wisdom  made  Solomon  a 
stadcct  of  all  natural  things,  from  the  hyssop  upon  the 
wall  to  the  cedar  of  Lebanow.  And  if  it  was  what  I 
have  supposed,  you  will  r.'Aow  at  once  that  snch  a 
wisdom  is  precisely  what  the  man  of  science  aims  at 
caltirating.  He  is  fearful  of  being  imposed  opou  by 
the  idols  of  sense,  by  the  conclusiooB  and  anticipations 
of  his  own  mind.  He  is  always  seeking  for  that  which 
is.  He  seeks,  believing  that  he  may  find.  That  faith 
rests  upon  the  conviction  that  he  is  not  investigating 
a  world  which  he  created  for  himself,  nor  a  world 
which  is  lawless  and  ungoverned,  but  one  of  which  the 
meanings  and  harmonies  lie  deep ;  to  be  reached  only 
by  him  who  feels  that  he  is  a  little  child  and  bewails 
his  ignorance,  and  desires  clearer  light  that  he  may 
wonder  more. 

But  was  not  Solomon's  wisdom  supernatural  ?  Are 
we  justified  in  using  language  to  describe  it  which  con- 
nects it  with  that  of  the  ordinary  king  and  student  ? 
I  use  the  Bible  language.  Throughout  the  Book  of 
Proverbs  you  will  find  Solomon  speaking  of  that  which 
belongs  not  to  himself,  but  to  every  ruler  of  a  land,  to 
every  searcher  of  God's  secrets.  He  assumes  all  wisdom 
to  bo  supernatural ;  to  be  supernatural  not  because  it 
oomes  in  sudden  gusts,  in  some  oracular  afflatus,  but 
in  proportion  as  it  is  toilsome,  self- distrusting,  open  to 
correction,  ready  to  receive  hints  and  illumination  from 
any  source.  No  subject  is  too  mean  for  it  to  be  exer- 
cised upon;  the  moment  a  man  treats  aught  as  unworthy 
of  him,  the  eye  within  him  is  growing  dim,  he  has 
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become  a  scomer,  and  is  in  the  way  to  become  an 
atheist.  Solomon  has,  however,  a  scale  of  worth ;  no 
other  than  God's  scale.  To  exercise  judgment  upon 
human  beings  must  be  a  nobler  and  more  difficult  task, 
than  to  examine  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  or  the  hyssop 
on  the  wall,  because  man  is  made  in  God's  image. 

We  have  now  a  partial  fulfilment  of  the  desires  of 
David  for  his  son.  It  is  clear  that  Solomon's  notion  of 
a  king  is  not  one  derived  from  any  outside  appearances,, 
any  mere  signs  of  splendour,  such  as  we  naturally 
associate  with  an  eastern  sovereign.  It  is  clear  that 
the  king  is  not,  according  to  him,  a  man  removed  from 
contact  with  his  subjects,  regarding  himself  as  a  being- 
of  a  different  nature  from  them.  He  is  not  one  who 
attains  power,  or  keeps  it,  by  force  or  by  fraud.  He  is 
not  one  who  thinks  he  can  make  laws  according  to  his 
pleasure.  A  kingdom  firmer  and  more  everlasting  than 
the  hills,  a  kingdom  which  must  last  always,  he  finds 
established.  What  its  principles  are  he  is  to  learn 
gradually ;  trying  to  exhibit  them  as  he  becomes  aware 
of  them ;  acquiring  more  insight  into  them  from  the 
effort  to  carry  them  out.  Every  transgression  of  order 
on  his  part,  is  not  more  an  act  of  tyranny  than  of 
rebellion :  a  violation  of  his  duty  to  his  subjects,  because^ 
it  is  a  defiance  of  his  Master. 

But  the  daily  contemplation  of  theselaws  of  heavenly 
government  does  not  excuse  him  from  dealing  with  the^ 
things  of  earth.  If  he  shrinks  from  handling  them,^ 
if  he  does  not  think  that  they  are  given  to  men  ta 
mould  and  subdue,  he  renounces  his  belief  in  the  divine- 
rule;  he  does  not  really  feel  that  it  is  supreme  and 
claims  all  created  powers  as  its  ministers.  Upon  this 
principle  Solomon  acted.     The  wood  and  stone  of  the- 
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eartli  are  God's  gifts  to  man.  They  are  not  merely 
dead  tliinga.  They  are  capable  of  being  shaped  into 
form,  of  being  quickened  with  thought,  of  expressing 
that  sense  of  order  and  unity  which  is  in  the  heart  ot 
man ;  of  confessing  and  proclaiming  the  source  of  it. 
The  king  believes  that  he  is  called  to  build  a  temple. 
The  ark  had  been  brought  to  the  holy  hill.  It  was 
there  as  an  abiding  witness  of  an  invisible  presence  ; 
as  an  assurance  to  the  city  and  to  the  whole  land  that 
in  God  was  the  secret  of  their  strength,  the  ground  of 
their  national  fellowship.  Bat  why  should  that  which 
was  there  as  a  sign  and  pledge  of  permanence  be 
more  capable  of  being  moved,  be  less  solid  than  the 
habitations  of  perishing  men  ?  If  a  city  weis  to  grow 
up,  if  the  kingdom  of  Israel  was  coming  forth  before 
the  eyes  of  men,  it  ought  to  proclaim  in  some  august 
and  enduring  form  what  its  existence  meant;  it  should 
not  attract  glory  to  itself,  but  should  show  to  whom  it 
referred  its  glory.  I  express  in  dry  formal  phrases  that 
which  was  evidently  working  in  David's  mind  when 
he  sat  before  the  Lord  and  grieved  that  he  was  dwelling 
in  cedar  while  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  in  curtains ; 
and  that  which  Solomon  uttered,  when  he  prayed  that 
He  who  filled  Heaven  and  earth,  would  yet  dwell  in 
the  house  that  he  had  builded.  It  was  an  overpower- 
ing sense  of  the  inward  invisible  majesty,  which  came 
forth  in  the  pillars  and  towers  of  the  outward  temple. 
And  we  must  contradict  Scripture  if  we  deny  that  this 
was  a  very  great  onward  step  in  the  education  of  the 
Jewish  nation.  The  temple  became  a  school  for  the 
prophets.  Aa  they  meditated  in  it  and  upon  it,  they 
were  led  into  profounder  intuitions  of  thg  divine  pre- 
sence and  government;  into  a  clear  recognition  of  God 
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Hs  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth ;  into  a  greater  asanranca 
of  the  triumpha  which  the  unseen  righteousness  would 
achieve  over  all  sensual  idols,  and  over  all  divided  evil 
powers,  than  had  ever  been  vouchsafed  to  earlier  patri- 
archs and  legislators.  And  where  there  was  this  pro- 
gress in  inward  discovery  and  knowledge,  we  may  be 
sore  that  the  whole  national  economy,  amidst  all  real 
and  apparent  discouragements,  was  unfolding  itself. 

The  temple  Solomon  looked  upon  as  the  consecration 
of  the  city  itself,  and  of  all  earthly  treasures  to  the 
God  of  Abraham.  He  could  therefore  build  hia  own 
palace  for  thirteen  years ;  could  fetch  cedar  trees  and 
fir  trees  from  Tyre,  could  receive  camels  from  Arabia 
with  spices  and  precious  stones,  could  send  his  ships  to 
Kziongeber,  could  multiply  chariots  and  horses,  could 
look  without  fear  upon  the  abundance  of  silver  and 
gold.  This  splendour  was  assuredly  a  sign  to  that 
time,  and  a  sign  to  all  times  afterwards,  of  the  divine 
purpose  which  was  announced  in  the  original  creation 
of  man;  that  it  can  never  become  abortive,  and  that 
no  blasphemous  notions  of  the  evil  of  natural  things 
should  be  allowed  for  a  moment  to  set  it  at  naught. 
The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof,  This 
was  a  lesson  which  was  never  to  be  forgotten,  or  to  be 
separated  from  the  other,  that  he  only  can  dwell  in  1 
tabernacle  or  rest  upon  the  holy  hill  whose  hands  t 
pure,  who  has  not  lifted  up  his  hand  to  deceive  his 
neighbour,  or  given  his  money  upon  usury. 

But  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  such  a  time 
as  this  of  Solomon,  though  a  realty  great  one, 
critical  one  for  any  nation.  The  idea  of  building  a 
house  which  the  Lord  would  fill  with  his  glory,  wi 
recognition  of  God  as  eternally  ruling  over  that  people 
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•o4  orer  sll  people.  Tet  there  ky  cloee  to  it  s  teD- 
l<l«o«X  t^  oialce  the  invirible  visible;  to  represent  the 
VuAjr  prMMWM  u  belonging  to  the  bmlding,  instead  of 
Mw  boildiog  M  bebg  hallowed  and  glorified  by  tbe 
'prmmee.  There  wu  no  necesBity  th&t  this  evil  should 
grmr  oat  at  that  good ;  in  a  very  important  eense  one 
ia  tb«  twtimoay  against  the  other;  stiU  all  experience. 
Mid  none  more  decinrely  than  the  experience  of  the 
Imelitw,  prepare!  u  to  expect  ench  a  re8ult.  And 
h*re  1  believe  ii  the  preciooB  moral  of  Solomon's 
HUtory,  tliat  which  makes  it  a  perfectly  harmonions 
hUtory  in  Mpitu  of  the  incongruities  in  his  own  lite. 
There  wkn  the  need  of  idolatry  in  him  as  there  is  in 
evnry  miiti.  That  early  prayer  for  an  understanding 
iiojirt  was  the  prayur  ^aiiiat  it;  the  prayer  for  an 
inward  iiyo  tu  louk  through  the  serablancea  of  things  to 
thtir  Mwilityj  for  a  continual  revelation  of  that  which 
pMMth  dli'iw.  The  prayer  was  answered,  as  fully  as 
any  prayer  over  was.  'I'lm  divine  judgment,  the  dis- 
oriminatioQ  of  good  and  bad,  came  to  Solomon;  it 
WAR  not  limituil  in  any  dirt'otion ;  it  could  be  exercised 
on  pnriionii  au  on  things;  it  was  shown  to  be  the  faculty 
wliich  n  king  requiros,  booauae  it  is  that  which  a  man 
rtK|uiruH,  HinoD  by  it  God  perceives  the  thoughts  and 
intonta  of  tho  hoart.  But  there  comes  a  moment  when 
the  king  or  tho  man  oeasea  to  desire  that  the  light 
■hould  ontt>r  into  him,  should  separate  the  good  from 
the  bud  in  him,  Thoro  cornea  a  time  when  his  faculty 
begins  to  bo  rognnlnd  as  a  craft,  when  he  half  suspects 
thnt  the  light  by  which  he  sees  is  his  own.  Then 
Appwni  tho  U>in[itor.  Ho  may  come  in  the  form  of  an 
Kgyptinn  prinoosa,  or  any  other;  but  he  will  in  aomo 
WHj{  appoal  to  tho  senses ;  he  will  point  the  road  to 
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idolatry.  The  secret  desire  of  the  heart,  mightily  re- 
sisted once,  will  be  allowed  to  prevail ;  it  will  convert 
all  that  once  checked  it  to  its  nourishment.  The  gold 
and  the  silver,  not  of  the  palace  only  but  of  the 
temple, — ^not  the  glory  only  of  the  kingdom,  but  of  the 
sanctuary, — ^will  strengthen  and  deepen  the  falsehood 
of  the  inner  man.  The  glorious  power  of  judging, — 
which  enabled  one  who  knew  not  how  to  go  out  or 
come  in,  to  look  into  the  hardest  cases  and  to  resolve 
them, — ^itself  receives  the  yoke  and  bows  to  the  image; 
its  keenness  and  subtilty  only  inventing  arguments 
and  apologies  for  the  shame.  And  the  sympathising 
king  who  sent  his  people  away  with  gladness  of  heart, 
sure  that  God  was  the  king,  and  that  they  had  a  human 
king,  who  felt  towards  them  as  He  felt, — would  gradu- 
ally become  a  tyrant  j  laying  on  his  subjects  Egyptian 
burdens,  compelling  them  to  do  the  work  of  beasts ; 
proving  that  he  valued  the  stones,  the  iron,  and  the 
brass,  which  formed  the  materials  of  God's  house,  above 
the  living  beings  who  were  to  draw  nigh  to  offer  their 
supplications  in  it.  So  the  wise  king  may  prepare  his 
subjects  for  rebellion,  and  his  kingdom  for  division. 

A  lesson  surely  full  of  instruction  and  wisdom  for 
all  kings  and  for  all  men ;  for  those  who  think  and  for 
those  who  act ;  for  those  who  study  the  secrets  of  the 
human  heart,  and  for  those  who  investigate  the  mean- 
ing of  nature;  for  those  who  despise  the  arts  and  wealth 
of  the  world,  and  for  those  who  worship  them ;  for 
those  who  hold  strength  and  glory  to  be  the  devil's, 
and  for  those  who  covet  them  and  hunt  after  them  as 
if  they  were  divine ;  for  nations  upon  which  God  has 
bestowed  mechanical  knowledge  and  the  blessed  results 
•of  it ;  for  nations  which  look  upon  human  beings  as 
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onlv  the  machines  and  the  prodncera  of  a  certain 
amount  of  physical  enjoyments.  But  though  so  fnll 
of  instruction  it  would  be  utterly  melancholy  and 
oppressive, — seeing  that  it  speaks  of  retrogression 
instead  of  progress,  of  folly  coming  forth  from ' 
death  from  life, — if  there  were  no  sequel  to  the  story. 
But  the  Wisdom  which  Solomon  prayed  for  and  pur- 
sued with  so  true  and  earnest  a  heart  was  not  a  Wisdom 
which  could  die  with  him,  or  which  his  forgetfulness 
of  it  could  kill.  "The  Lord  possessed  me,"  says  the 
writer  of  tlie  book  of  Proverbs,  "  in  the  beginning  of 
His  way,  before  His  works  of  old.  I  was  set  up  for 
everlasting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth 
was."  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,"  says  Saint 
John,  "and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God.  All  things  were  made  by  Him ;  and  with- 
out Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made.  In 
Him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men." 
"And  this  Word,"  so  we  shall  read  on  Christmas- day, 
"  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  ns,  and  we  beheld 
His  glory  as  o£  the  only-begotten  of  the  Father  full  of 
grace  and  truth."  This  is  the  King  "who  shall  be 
found  as  long  as  the  sun  and  the  nioon  endureth,  whom 
all  nations  shall  call  blessed."  This  is  that  Son  "  who 
shall  judge  the  people  with  righteousness  and  the  poor 
with  judgment."  This  is  He  in  whom  the  prayers  of 
David  are  ended. 

Brethren,  every  one  of  na  may  ask  that  Divine 
Word  who  is  near  to  ua  and  with  us,  for  an  under- 
standing heart.  Every  one  of  us  who  feels  that  a 
great  work  ia  laid  upon  him  and  that  he  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  people  which  God  hath  chosen,  and  some  of 
whom,  at  least,  lie  must  teach  and  judge,  and  that  he 
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is  but  a  little  child, — may  crave  for  a  spirit  to  discern 
the  good  and  bad  in  himself  and  in  all  others.  And  if 
we  feel,  as  most  of  us  perhaps  do,  that  what  we  need 
above  all  things  else,  is  that  sense  of  responsibility, 
that  consciousness  of  a  calling,  that  feeling  of  feeble- 
ness which  were  the  source  of  Solomon^s  prayer,  let  us 
ask  for  these  gifts  first.  He  who  took  upon  Himself 
the  form  of  a  servant  and  became  a  little  child,  has 
said.  Come  unto  me  and  take  my  yoke  upon  you,  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart.  He  promises  us  His 
own  meekness  in  place  of  our  pride.  He  who  was 
straitened  till  his  work  was  accomplished  will  teach  us 
to  understand  the  object  and  the  blessedness  of  ours. 
He  whose  delight  was  to  do  the  will  of  His  Father 
who  sent  Him,  will  make  us  enter  into  the  delight  of 
showing  forth  God's  love  to  His  children.  And  so  we 
shall  understand  more  and  more  clearly  that  we  are 
called  to  be  kings  and  priests  in  that  city  which  He 
hath  set  up,  and  in  which  He  reigns,  a  city  in  which 
there  is  no  one  visible  Temple;  for  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple  of  it ;  a  city 
into  which  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  at  last  bring 
their  glory  and  honour. 


SERMON  VI. 

THE  HENDINQ  OP  THK  KINGDOM, 

iTA-nixMt  Inn.  2nd  Su-nday  after  Bpiplumy. — Jan.  18,  1852.) 

iriien  Keboboam  was  aome  to  JernBalem,  lie  uaombled  all  the  Houbs 
of  jQdah  with  (he  Tribe  of  BaDiamin,  an  hundred  and  foarscore 
thoneand  chosen  man,  which  were  warrioca,  to  fight  against  the 
House  of  Israel,  to  bring  the  kingdom  again  to  Rehoboam  the  son 
of  Solomon.  But  the  word  of  Qod  came  unto  Shemaiab  tha  man 
of  God,  saying,  'Speak  unto  Rehoboam  tha  son  of  Salomon, king  I 
al  Judah,  and  nnto  all  the  Bouse  of  Jodah  and  Benjamio,  and  to 
the  remnant  of  the  people,  auyitig  thus  aaitb  the  Lord,  Ye  sh&U 
not  go  up,  nor  tight  against  jonr  bretbrea  theohildrsQ  of  Israeli 
retnm  every  man  to  hia  house  j  for  this  tlimg  is  from  nie.'~^ 
1  KiNOS  lii.  31-36. 

The  thing  which  the  prophet  declared  to  be  from  the 
Lord  waa  the  separation  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  the 
revolt  of  Jeroboam  from  the  house  of  David,  tha  eata- 
blishment  of  a  new  kingdom.  Yet  these  events,  to  all 
appearance,  contradicted  the  very  purpose  for  which  ■ 
the  chosen  people  existed,  and  confuse  their  history. 
Their  early  records  had  reminded  them  that  they  were 
the  descendants  of  one  man.  The  iustitutiona-of  Moses 
had  carefully  preserved  the  feeling  that  they  were 
kinsmen,  while  he  had  given  them  the  new  bond  of  a 
common  law,  and  a  common  tabernacle.  To  these 
Joshaa  added  a  common  country.  The  portions  of  land 
aaaigned  to  the  different  tribes  kept  them  distinct;  but 
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■the  one  tribe, — whose  cities  were  scattered  over  the 
whole  country,  which  had  no  separate  property,  which 
waited  upon  the  tabernacle  and  offered  the  sacrificea 
"for  the  nation  and  for  ita  individual  members, —  testified 
that  the  greatness  and  aecurity  of  each  tribe  stood  in 
its  fellowship  with  the  rest  and  in  its  relation  to  the 
whole  society.  This  community  of  interests  had  been 
imperfectly  realised  during  the  time  of  the  judges. 
One  of  the  great  blessings  of  David's  government  was, 
■that  he  asserted  it  and  established  new  tokens  of  it. 
After  the  revolt  of  Absalom,  the  other  tribes  showed 
-an  evident  jealousy  of  the  one  to  which  the  king 
belonged,  and  that  one  exhibited  something  of  the 
pride  of  a  favoured  class.  But  these  differences  were 
softened,  if  not  obliterated,  after  the  restoration  of  the 
king.  The  wisdom  of  Solomon  proved  itself,  we  may 
believe,  in  nothing  more  than  in  his  successful  efforts 
to  unite  his  people  by  making  them  feel  that  they  had 
^n  equitable  and  impartial  ruler  over  them.  Sorely 
one  would  have  thought,  a  priori,  that  the  breaking 
•up  of  such  a  state  of  things  was  not  from  the  Lord. 

And  this  conclusion  appears  to  be  strengthened  by 
-all  subsequent  experience  of  the  effects  of  this  revolt. 
Jeroboam,  the  author  of  it,  is  represented  throughout 
Scripture  as  the  man  who  made  Israel  to  sin,  The  his- 
tory of  the  ten  tribes  is  a  record  of  continually  deepen- 
ing degeneracy.  From  this  time,  too,  ail  the  brilliancy 
passes  away  from  the  house  of  David.  His  grand 
anticipations  of  what  should  come  to  pass  in  after-times, 
if  they  had  a  partial  accomplishment  in  the  days  of  his 
flon,  seemed  to  be  belied  by  the  history  of  his  son's  sons. 
Prophets  mourn  over  a  land  devoured  by  strangers, 
whose  princes  were  rebellious  and  companions   of 
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thieves,  loving  gifts  and  following  after  rewards,  who 
judged  not  the  fatherless,  neither  did  the  canse  of  the 
widow  come  before  them."  The  noblest  specimens  of  the 
royal  race  were  men,  the  main  bnsiness  of  whose  reigns 
was  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  their  predecessors. 
The  last  and  most  zealous  of  all  was  unable,  by  his 
reforms,  to  avert  the  downfall  and  captivity  of  his 
people.  All  these  evils  are  evidently  connected  in  the 
minds  of  the  prophets  with  the  schism  of  the  tribes. 
They  look  upon  their  division  as  containing  the 
principle,  and  illustrating  the  effects  of  all  divisions 
which  should  happen  in  all  nations  in  times  to  come. 
Their  belief  that  unity  would  some  day  be  restored  to 
their  land,  is  identified  with  the  hope  of  peace  and 
righteousness  for  the  whole  earth. 

We  must  not  suppose  that  the  sentence  which  i 
that  this  great  calamity  was  from  the  Lord  i 
lated  one  or  that  it  can  be  explained  into  some  g 
notion  that  all  men's  doings,  good  or  evii,  may  be 
attributed  to  an  omnipotent  ruler.  We  shall  find  pre- 
sently how  little  that  general  notion  accords  with  the 
language  or  teaching  of  Scripture.  And  the  follow- 
ing vivid  passage,  which  occurs  in  a  previous  chapter 
of  this  book,  will  prove  how  consistent  the  words  of 
the  text  are  with  the  general  tone  of  the  narrative. 
"And  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat,  an  Bphrathite  of 
Zereda,  Solomon's  servant,  even  he  lifted  up  his  hand 
against  the  king.  And  this  was  the  cause  why  he 
lifted  up  his  hand  against  the  king;  Solomon  built 
Millo,  and  repaired  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  David 
his  father.  And  the  man  Jeroboam  was  a  mighty  man 
of  valour.  And  Solomon  seeing  the  young  man  that 
he  was  industrious,  he  made  him  ruler  over  all   the 
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^Kcfaarge  of  the  house  of  Joseph.  And  it  came  to  paas 
^B  At  that  time,  when  Jeroboam  went  out  o£  Jerusalem, 
^Hthat  the  prophet  Aliijah  the  Shilooite  found  him  in  the 
^ff'Tvay.  And  he  had  clad  himself  in  a  new  garment. 
And  Ahijah  caught  the  new  garment  that  was  on  him, 
and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces.  And  he  said  to  Jeroboam, 
Take  thee  ten  pieces.  For  thus  saith  the  Lord  the  God 
of  Israel,  Behold  I  will  rend  the  kingdom  out  of  the 
hand  of  Solomon,  and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee.  But 
lie  shall  have  one  tribe,  for  my  servant  David's  sake 
and  for  Jerusalem's  sake,  the  city  which  I  have  chosen 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  Because  that  they  have 
forsakenme,aud  have  worshipped  A  shtoreth  thegoddesa 
of  the  Sidonians,  Chemosh  the  god  of  the  Moabites,  and 
Milcom  the  god  of  the  children  of  Ammon,  and  have 
not  walked  in  my  ways  to  do  that  which  is  right  in 
mine  eyes,  and  to  keep  my  statutes  and  judgments, 
as  did  Da,vid  his  father.  Howbeit  I  will  not  take  the 
whole  kingdom  out  of  his  haud :  but  I  will  make  him 
prince  all  the  days  of  his  life,  for  David  my  servant's 
sake,  whom  I  chose,  because  he  kept  my  command- 
ments and  my  statutes.  But  I  will  take  the  kingdom 
out  of  his  son's  haud,  and  will  give  it  unto  thee,  even 
ten  tribes.  And  unto  bis  son  will  I  give  one  tribe, 
that  David  my  servant  may  have  a  light  before  me 
always  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have  chosen  to 
put  my  name  there.  And  I  will  take  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  reign  according  to  all  that  thy  soul  desireth,  and 
shalt  be  king  over  Israel.  And  it  shall  be  if  thou  wilt 
hearken  unto  aU  that  I  command  thee,  and  wilt  walk 
_  in  my  ways  and  do  what  is  right  in  my  sight,  to  keep 
K  my  statutes  and  my  commandments,  as  David  my 
^^  servant  did;  that  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  build  thee  a 
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Bure  honae,  as  I  built  for  David,  and  will  give  Israel 
nnto  thee.  And  I  will  for  this  afflict  the  seed  of 
David,  but  not  for  ever." — 1  Kings  xi. 

In  this  passage  we  are  distinctly  told  that  a  prophet 
stirred  up  those  thoughts  in  the  mind  of  Jeroboam, 
which  led  him  to  rise  against  Solomon.  This  prophet 
ia  not  represented  as  a  deceiver,  who  apoke  words  out 
of  his  own  heart.  He  ia  a  true  witness  for  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel.  He  annoances  an  eternal,  unchangeable- 
law.  It  had  been  declared  that  idolatry  must  produce 
degradation  and  division  in  the  land.  The  succession 
of  day  and  night  might  as  easily  be  changed  as  this 
great  moral  relation.  Solomon  had  introduced  the- 
worship  of  visible  things.  The  mind  of  the  king  and 
of  the  nation  was  penetrated  by  the  spirit  which  pro- 
duced that  worship.  They  might  still  keep  up  the 
appearance  of  government  and  of  obedience;  the 
kingdom  might  seem  to  be  one  kingdom  still.  But  the 
very  ground  upon  which  government  stood  had  been 
taken  away,  the  allegiance  of  the  king  to  a  righteous 
and  invisible  King.  The  very  ground  of  the  nnity  of 
the  nation  had  been  taken  away,  its  acknowledgment 
of  a  one  Lord.  What  would  follow  if  the  semblance 
remained  when  the  reality  was  gone?  This  would 
follow.  A  perpetual  growth  of  internal  corruption,  of 
internal  division ;  falsehood  spreading  in  the  vitals  of 
the  people,  with  nothing  to  remind  them  that  it  was- 
falsehood,  with  nothing  to  prove  that  their  kingdom 
had  another  foundation  than  that  which  they  were 
trying  to  rest  it  upon.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  incon- 
ceivable if  we  suppose  that  human  beings  are  as  much 
under  a  divine  order  as  natural  things  are.  That 
order  must  vindicate  itself,  must  show  what  it  is :  the 
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fnMJHing  the  ocber.  A  psrsr.zjhi  i>:d  dealing  wiin  =ier. 
will  ein]rioT  !&£&  ju  iL?  aee^ifi  and  execcKss  cc  His 
purpose.  The  **:az&  Leas:  IiEelj  to  be  so  ec:rlcT«d«  suit 
leoehre  die  oanimwv^zL ;  bai  in  general  we  Ivvk  for 
flome  drcmnstazuxs  wLich  sn&H  insnifesdj  prepare  and 
denote  a  specific  per&^n  f-:r  ihe  task.  Je7>?boam  has 
risen  br  his  indostrv  in  the  service  of  Solomon.  He 
appoints  the  charges  or  burdens  for  the  House  of 
Joseph;  that  is,  &s  we  mav  infer  from  the  pT>eTious 
passage,  he  either  saperiniends  the  laborioos  publio 
works,  in  which  Solomon  was  employing  and  exhausting 
the  energies  of  his  subjects,  or  levies  the  necessary 
taxes  for  carrying  them  on.  He  is  thus  acquainted 
with  the  discontents  of  the  people;  apparently  he 
sympathises  with  them.  It  is  not  said  or  even  hinted 
that  he  felt  the  horror  which  Ahijah  felt  of  Solomon's 
superstition.  The  king  might  have  worshipped  Che- 
mosh  and  Miloom,  without  exciting  any  indignation 
in  the  son  of  Nebat.  He  appears  as  the  spokesman 
and  representative  of  those  who  were  oppressed  by 
Solomon's  exactions  for  building  Millo  and  repairing 
the  breaches  in  the  city  of  David.  The  tyranny  grew 
out  of  the  idolatry,  lliough  Jeroboam  might  not  per- 
ceive the  root,  he  could  perceive  the  evil  fruit,  which 
deserved  to  be  hated  for  its  own  sake ;  he  was  tlieref ore 
qualified  to  execute  Ahijah's  prophecy,  not  merely  a» 
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ft  doll  inBtranieiit,  but  as  one  'who  had,  to  a  certaia 
extent,  a  righteous  purpose,  A  promise  is  given  him, 
not  of  immediate,  but  of  ultimate,  success.  He  will 
not  shake  Solomon's  throne,  but  in  his  son's  days  the 
kingdom  will  be  rent  as  the  new  garment  had  been ; 
ten  pieces  of  it  would  be  given  to  Jeroboam.  And 
they  would  not  merely  belong  to  them  for  a  time.  K 
he  walked  in  God's  ways,  he  would  establish  a  sure 
house  like  that  of  David  itself ;  his  children's  children 
would  reign  after  him.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  clearly 
declared  to  him,  that  the  divine  purpose  has  not  been 
altered  by  the  sin  of  the  Jewish  king.  The  tribe  of 
Judah,  the  house  of  David,  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  had 
a  sacredness  attached  to  them  which  would  not  be  lost. 
The  tribe  had  been  chosen,  the  kingdom  had  been 
established,  the  temple  had  been  built  in  the  capital, 
as  assurances  for  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future, 
which  nothing  could  set  aside.  That  which  seemed  to 
destroy  the  harmony,  even  the  existence,  of  the  nation, 
would,  in  fact,  bring  out  the  secret  of  its  harmony,  the 
ground  of  its  existence,  more  fully  than  they  had  ever 
been  brought  out  yet. 

This  pai-t  of  the  narrative  will  seem  to  you,  no 
doubt,  mysterious  and  supernatural.  Such  assuredly  it 
is.  And  it  explains  to  ua,  I  think,  how  supernatural 
and  mysterious  every  event  or  series  of  events  must  ho 
which  concerns  the  life  of  nations  and  the  sins  of  rulers 
and  subjects.  But  we  soon  find  ourselves  in  the  region 
of  ordinary  human  life.  "  And  Jeroboam  and  all  the 
congregation  of  Israel  came,  and  spake  unto  Behoboam, 
saying,  '  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  grievous.  Now. 
therefore,  make  thou  the  grievous  service  of  thy  father, 
and  his  heavy  yoke  which  he  put  upon  us,  lighter,  and 
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we  will  serve  thee/  And  lie  said  unto  them,  '  Depart 
yet  for  three  days,  then  come  again  to  me.'  And  the 
people  departed.  And  king  Rehoboam  consulted  with 
the  old  men,  that  stood  before  Solomon  his  father  while 
he  yet  lived,  and  said,  '  How  do  ye  advise*  that  I  may 
answer  this  people  ? '  And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying, 
'  If  thou  wilt  be  a  servant  unto  this  people  this  day, 
and  wilt  serve  them,  and  answer  them,  and  speak  good 
words  to  them,  then  they  will  be  thy  servants  for  ever.' 
But  he  forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men  which  they 
had  given  him,  and  consulted  with  the  young  men  that 
were  grown  up  with  him  and  which  stood  before  him. 
And  he  said  unto  them,  '  What  counsel  give  ye  that  we 
may  answer  this  people,  who  have  spoken  to  me,  saying. 
Make  the  yoke  which  thy  father  has  put  upon  us 
lighter  ? '  And  the  young  men  that  were  grown  up 
with  him  spake  unto  him  saying,  'Thus  shalt  thou 
speak  unto  this  people.  My  little  finger  shall  be  thicker 
than  my  father's  loins.  And  now  whereas  my  father 
did  lade  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your 
yoke.  My  father  hath  chastised  you  with  whips,  but 
I  will  chastise  you  with  scorpions.'  " — 1  Kings  xii. 

How  rapidly  the  interval  of  3000  years, — ^how  all 
the  difference  between  a  small  Syrian  province  of  the 
old  world,  and  a  nation  of  Europe  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  seems  to  disappear,  as  we  read  this  story ! 
Have  we  not,  in  one  sphere  or  other,  among  the  pa- 
triarchs of  a  village,  or  the  statesmen  of  a  kingdom, 
met  and  conversed  with  some  of  these  grave  old  men, 
who  did  not,  perhaps,  set  before  themselves  the  highest 
standard  of  moral  excellence,  who  did  not  at  once  pro- 
nounce upon  the  right  or  wrong  of  an  action;  but 
whom  long  experience  had  taught  the  might  which  lies 
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in  gentle  words,  and  the  real  desire  there  is  in  humu 
beings  to  obey,  if  there  be  but  sense  and  somewhat  of 
sympathy,  in  those  we  rule  ?  Have  we  not  also,  and 
alas !  far  more  frequently,  encountered  those  yonng  men 
flushed  with  insolence  and  wine,  who  talked  loudly  of 
putting  down  the  pretensions  of  inferiors,  and  of  main- 
taining their  own  position  and  dignity,  who  had  never 
yet  learnt  in  what  superiority  or  dignity  consists,  who 
had  never  begun  to  reverence  their  fellow-men  because 
they  did  not  reverence  themselves ;  who  thought  they 
could  meet  the  demands  of  suffering  and  wronged  men, 
by  boasting  words  and  a  frantic  determination  to  main- 
tain privileges  which  they  ought  never  to  have  possessed, 
— because  they  were  not  privileges  based  upon  any  real 
relations,  npon  any  law  human  or  divine,  but  merely 
upon  accident  and  assumption,  which  must  perish  as 
rapidly  as  they  have  grown  up  ?  Aud  yet  these,  as  the 
story  teaches,  and  as  all  subsequent  history  has  proved, 
are  the  favourite  and  triumphant  advisers  of  those  whom 
their  own  vanity  and  folly  have  already  doomed,  and 
who  want  parasites  to  put  into  words  the  doctrine  which 
they  have  already  received  into  their  cold  empty  hearts. 
"  My  father  chastised  you  with  rods ;  I  will  chastise  you 
with  scorpions" — this  in  all  ages  has  been  the  childish 
bluster  of  men  who  have  made  themselves  blind  to  the 
future  by  refusing  to  use  their  eyes  in  judging  of  that 
which  is  before  them; — who  fancy  that  the  power  will 
be  their  own  for  ever  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall  is  declaring  that  it  has  been 
taken  from  them  and  given  to  another. 

"Wherefore,"  the  historian  goes  on,  "the  king  heark- 
ened not  unto  the  people :  for  the  cause  was  from  the 
Lord,  that  He  might  perform  His  saying  which  the 
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Lord  spate  by  Ahijali  the  Sliilonite  unto  Jeroboam  the 
son  of  Nebat.  So  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king 
hearkened  not  unto  thenij  the  people  answered  the 
king  aaying,  What  portion  have  we  in  David  T  neither 
have  we  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse ;  to  your  tenta, 

0  Israel :  now  see  to  thine  own  house,  David.  So  Israel 
departed  nnto  their  tents.  Then  king  Rehoboam  sent 
Adoram,  who  was  over  the  tribute;  and  all  Israel 
atoned  him  with  stones  that  he  died.  Therefore  king 
Rehoboam  made  apeed  to  get  him  np  to  his  chariot,  to 
flee  to  Jerusalem.  And  it  come  to  pass,  when  all 
Israel  heard  that  Jeroboam  was  come  again,  that  thev 
sent  and  called  unto  him  the  congregation  and  made 
him  king  over  all  Israel :  there  was  none  that  followed 
the  House  of  David  but  the  tribe  of  Jndah  only," — 

1  Kings  xii. 

Here  again  we  are  on  the  myaterioua  and  divine 
ground;  yet  there  is  no  sudden  or  violent  transition 
from  that  common  homely  earth  upon  which  we  were 
standing  a  moment  ago.  The  prophecy  of  Ahijah  the 
Shilonite  is  not  brought  to  pass  by  any  strange  combi- 
nation of  events.  The  folly  of  Rehoboam  and  hia  gay 
counsellors,  their  utter  incapacity  for  estimating  their 
own  weakness  or  the  force  of  indignation  and  conviction 
in  the  minds  of  other  men,  these  are  the  ways  by 
which  the  divine  counsels  are  brought  forth  into  act ; 
these  are  the  messengers  of  God's  wrath,  as  much  ae 
the  whirlwind  or  the  volcano.  Not  aa  if  He  were  the 
author  of  those  acts  which  have  their  source  in  the  evil 
win.  They  are  by  their  very  definition  and  nature,  re- 
sistances to  His  Will,  rebelhons  against  it.  But  as  thay 
work  out  their  own  sentence  and  condemnation,  they 
become  the  reluctant  servants  of  Him  with  whom  they 
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are  fighting ;  they  are  not  only  foils  to  Hia  righteous-* 
neas, — they  actually  help,  as  Scriptnre  expresses  it,  i 
turn  righteouaneBH  into  judgment,  to  make  the  truutfl 
which  they  are  denying,  manifest  for  their  own  age  ant 
for  all  ages  to  come.    Deep  and  unfathomable  myateryj 
worthy  to  be  meditated  on  by  those  who  are  fightin 
with  evil  upon  earth,  and  by  those  who  have  won  the" 
victory ;   the  key  to  all  the  puzzles  of  history,  the 
comfort  and  consolation  amid  the  overwhelming  evils 
which  we  see  around  us  and  feel  within  us ;  the  deliver- 
ance at  once  from  the  debasing  Pantheism  which  teaches 
that  sin  is  only  another  form  o£  righteousness, — wrong 
only  an  aspect   of  right, — and  from  the  ManichEeism 
which  would  lead  us  to  think  that  evil  may  at  last 
triumph,  or  hold  a  divided  empire  with  God.     The 
wrath  of  man  has  praised  Him  and  will  always  praise 
Him.     Sin  and  Death  and  Hell   must  do  Him  con- 
tinual homage  now,  and  will  be  led  as  His  victims  and 
grace  His  triumph,  when  His  glory  is  fully  revealed. 
But  neither  now  or  then  will  they  ever  blend  with  His 
works,  or  be  shown  to  have  their  origin  in  Him,  or  be 
known   as  anything   but  the   contradictions   of    Hia 
nature. 

Jeroboam  then  was  established  on  the  throne  of 
Israel.  As  our  text  tella  na,  the  heir  of  the  house  of 
David  tried  to  crush  the  revolt  and  to  recover  the 
tribes ;  but  tried  in  vain.  The  thing  was  from  the 
Lord.  Rehoboam  could  no  more  pat  down  the  rebel- 
lious servant  of  Solomon,  than  Saul  could  put  down 
David.  The  decree  which  had  said  that  the  ten  tribes 
should  remain  distinct,  was  as  divine  a  decree  as  that 
which  established  an  everlasting  corenant  with  the 
man  after  God's  own  heart. 
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And  yeb  thia  is  the  s 


>l  of  the  s 


"  Jeroboam 

said  in  his  heart,  '  Now  shall  the  kingdom  return  to  the 
Louse  of  David.  If  thia  people  go  up  to  do  sacrificse  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jernaalem,  then  shall  the 
heart  of  this  people  turn  again  onto  their  lord,  even 
unto  Rehoboam  king  of  Judah,  and  they  shall  kill  me, 
and  go  again  unto  Rehoboam  king  of  Judah,'  Where- 
upon the  king  took  counsel,  and  made  two  calves  of 
gold,  and  said  unto  them,  '  It  is  too  much  for  you  to  go 
up  to  Jerusalem ;  behold  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  which 
brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.'  And  he  set 
the  one  in  Bethel,  and  the  other  pat  he  in  Dan.  And 
this  thing  became  a  sin :  for  the  people  went  to  worship 
before  the  one,  even  unto  Dan.  And  he  made  an  houae 
of  high  places,  and  made  priests  of  the  lowest  of  the 
people,  which  were  not  of  the  sons  of  Levi.  And 
Jeroboam  ordained  a  feast  in  the  eighth  month,  like 
unto  the  feast  that  is  in  Judah,  and  he  offered  upon 
the  altar." — 1  Kings  xii. 

I  have  been  careful  to  recapitulate  the  previous  part 
of  the  history ;  becanae  it  is  sometimes  forgotten  in  this 
last  passage  of  it,  I  do  not  mean  that  an  undue  import- 
ance has  been  attached  to  that  passage ;  its  importance 
can  hardly  be  overrated.  But  the  charge  which  is 
brought  against  Jeroboam  is  scarcely  intelligible,  if  we 
forget  that  his  kingdom  stood,  like  that  which  was  in 
Jerusalem,  upon  the  promise  and  covenant  of  God.  He 
had  a  right  to  believe  that  the  God  of  Abraham  and  of 
Isaac,  of  David  and  of  Solomon,  would  be  with  him,  and 
would  establish  for  him  a  sure  house.  He  had  a  right  to 
live  and  act  upon  this  conviction.     His  sin  was  that  he 

I  did  not  act  upon  it.     He  did  not  trust  the  living  God. 

I  He  thought  not  that  his  kingdom  stood  upon  a  divine 
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foundation,  but  that  it  was  to  be  upheld  by  certa 


divme  props 
closely  akin  ^ 


and  sanctions. 
many 


The  two  doctri 
them  as  identical ;  in  tmti 


there  is  a  whole  heaven  between  them.  The  king  whtf  _ 
believes  that  his  kingdom  has  a  divine  fonndation 
confesses  hia  own  sabjection  and  responsibility  to  an 
actnal  living  Rnler.  The  king  who  desires  to  snrronnd 
himself  with  divine  sanctions,  would  fain  make  himself 
supreme,  knows  that  he  cannot,  and  therefore  seeks 
help  from  the  fears  men  have  of  an  invisible  power,  in 
which  they  have  ceased  to  believe.  He  wants  a  God  as 
the  support  of  hia  authority ;  what  God  he  cares  very 
little.  The  question  is  soon  settled.  It  is  on  the 
senses  and  on  the  terrors  of  his  subjects  that  he  works. 
Something  visible  and  tangible  serves  best  for  that 
purpose ;  visible  and  tangible,  and  yet  invested  with 
an  awe  and  a  mystery  which  are  borrowed  from  that 
which  is  invisible  and  intangible.  This  would  be 
enough  to  explain  the  calves  in  Bethel  and  Dan.  But 
the  Bible  history,  which  always  does  justice  to  the  men 
whom  it  condemns  most,  supplies  us  with  another  link 
in  the  chain  of  Jeroboam's  thoughts,  and  shows  us 
how  very  natural,  and, — according  to  the  apprehensions 
of  politic  men, — how  very  sagacious,  those  thoughts 
were.  Jerusalem  was  not  merely  the  capital  of  Reho- 
boam,  it  was  the  seat  of  Gfld'a  Temple.  K  they  had 
the  bond  of  a  common  worship,  they  might  desire  the 
bond  of  a  common  kingdom.  To  prevent  the  second 
wish,  you  must  extinguish  the  first.  They  shall  not 
have  a  common  worship;  they  shall  have  a  local 
separate  worship  ;  and  therefore  they  must  have  local 
separate  gods.  "  These  calves  in  Bethel  and  Dan,  0 
Israel,  are  thy  gods.   I  Jeroboam  decree  them  to  be  so." 
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As  this  passage  receives  great  light  from  those  which 
precede  it,  so  also  it  throws  back  a  light  upon  them.  We 
see  now  more  clearly  than  ever,  why  the  separation  of 
the  kingdoms  was  a  thing  from  the  Lord.  It  asserted 
the  real  dignity  of  Jerusalem  as  the  place  in  which  it 
had  pleased  God  to  put  His  Name,  not  merely  or  chiefly 
as  the  place  in  which  David  or  Solomon  chanced  to 
reign.  It  asserted  the  real  unity  of  the  nation  to  be  not 
in  a  King,  but  in  the  Bang ;  it  showed  that  the  only 
basis  of  any  poHtical  fellowship  among  the  tribes,  lay 
in  that  Name  which  was  revealed  to  the  first  father  of 
them.  The  revolt  of  Jeroboam  would  have  done  this, 
if  he  had  continued  faithful ;  his  unfaithfulness,  as  we 
shall  see  more  clearly  hereafter,  discovered  the  same 
principle  through  another  and  a  sterner  discipline.  The 
miseries  to  which  it  led,  justified  all  the  groans  of  the 
prophets ;  the  light  which  broke  forth  through  those 
miseries,  showing  the  cause  of  them  and  the  deliverance 
from  them,  justified  all  their  hopes. 

All  Christians  have  felt, — as  I  said  the  Jewish  pro- 
phets felt, — ^that  the  principle  of  separations  and  schisms 
in  different  lands  and  ages,  must  be  contained  in  this 
schism  of  the  tribes.  Bomanist  writers  have  of  course 
been  busy  with  their  applications.  What  can  be  more 
natural  than  to  consider  Bome  the  parallel  of  Jerusalem, 
to  identify  the  Elector  of  Saxony  or  Henry  VIII.  with 
Jeroboam,  and  to  make  the  prohibition  of  intercourse 
with  the  Papal  see  and  the  establishment  of  a  national 
worship  the  same  sin  as  the  setting  up  of  calves  in  Dan, 
that  the  people  might  be  withdrawn  from  the  general 
fellowship  of  Christendom  ?  However  arbitrary  such 
analogies  may  seem  to  us,  they  have  a  force  on  many 
minds, — a  force  derived  from  a  strong  persuasion  that  in 
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some  way  or  other  there  must  be  a  relation  between  t 
different  periods,  and  that  the  Bible  is  intended  to  dis- 
cover that  relation.     I  shall  not  hope  to  convince  any 
person  that  this  is  not  a  legitimate  mode  of  treating  the 
subject  whom  I  cannot  also  convince  that  when  our  Lord 
said  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  "  Believe  me,  the  hour  ] 
Cometh  when  ye  shall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  I 
in  Jerasalem,  worship  the  Father,"  He  announced  a  law  1 
of   His  Universal  Church  which  excludes  one  visible  i 
centre  of  it  as  much  as  another,  and  that  to  imagine  1 
such  a  centre  ia  in  fact  to  restore  that  merely  national  I 
economy  into  which  Romaniata  accuse  us  of  relapsing.  J 

And  I  could  not  venture  to  protest  against  this  use 
of  the  portion  of  Scripture  history  we  have  been  con- 
sidering, unless  I  were  ready  to  accept  it, — subject  to 
that  change  which  our  Lord  Himself  has  proclaimed  to 
us, — as  a  real  interpretation  of  modern  facts,  both  when 
it  seems  to  make  in  our  favour  and  when  it  condemns  ' 
us.  The  great  schism  of  the  Latiu  and  Greek  Churches 
strikes  the  student  of  ecclesiastical  records  as  a  moat  | 
atarfcling  contradiction  in  the  history  of  a  body  which  1 
was  to  include  all  nations  and  races.  Yet  it  was  surely 
from  the  Lord.  Idolatrous  habits  and  feelings  had  been 
spreading  in  both  divisions  of  the  Church.  The  sense  o£ 
union  in  an  invisible  Head,  though  not  lost,  was  fearfully 
weakened,  A  seeming  union  must  have  been  preserved 
by  the  loss  of  all  witness  for  real  union  ;  the  division 
remains  a  standing  witness  against  the  possibility  of  a 
visible  head  ever  holding  the  Catholic  body  together. 

The  schism  of  rival  popes  in  the  Western  Church 
during  the  fifteenth  century  was  as  great  a  scandal  to 
Christendom  as  can  be  conceived.  Teb  it  was  surely 
from  the  Lord,     It  led  men  to  perceive  that  there  was 
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corruption  in  the  head  and  in  the  members  of  the  eccle- 
siastical polity ;  it  led  to  those  disputes  respecting  the 
relative  powers  of  popes  and  councils,  which  showed 
that  neither  could  heal  the  wounds  of  the  Church  or 
preserve  its  unity.  It  led  to  that  movement  in  the  six- 
teenth century, — ^which  we  all  I  trust  believe  to  have 
been  from  the  Lord,  and  which  was  really  a  declaration 
of  faith  in  a  living  God, — against  a  system  of  idolatry 
that  was  rapidly  passing  into  a  system  of  organised  un- 
belief. In  each  of  these  cases  there  were  chances  of 
reconciliation,  such  as  were  offered  to  Behoboam  when 
the  people  besought  him  to  lessen  their  burdens.  In  each 
case  there  were  grave  counsellors  advising  reconciliAtion 
and  noisy  fanatics  preaching  uncompromisingresistance. 
In  each  case  the  infatuation  of  princes  and  rulers,  eccle- 
siastical and  civil,  was  carrying  out  a  divine  and  eternal 
principle  even  when  they  were  defying  it.  They  could 
not  restore  unity  by  declamations,  by  concessions,  or  by 
persecution.  Facts  spoke  louder  than  the  Prophet  spoke 
toBehoboam,  ''Itcannotbe.  The  thing  is  from  the  Lord." 
In  the  last  period  to  which  I  have  alluded  there  were, 
in  England  as  much  as  in  any  country,  those  who  looked 
apon  the  new  and  reformed  state  of  things  merely  as  a 
meansof  establishing  their  own  power;  who  regarded  the 
Church  flb  an  instrument  of  keeping  up  that  power;  who 
valued  a  worship  in  their  own  language,  not  because  it 
brought  their  countrymen  nearer  to  God,  but  because  it 
was  a  badge  of  separation  from  foreigners;  who  pro- 
tested against  the  idolatry  of  papal  nations,  and  were 
really  making  royalty,  or  the  privileges  of  the  upper 
dasses^  or  money,  as  much  objects  of  their  idolatry,  as 
the  calves  in  Dan  or  Bethel  were  to  the  ten  tribes.  And 
therefore  we  most  not  shrink  from  the  acknowledgment^ 
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that  the  different  aecta  which  rose  np  in  this  iand,  seem- 
ingly to  rend  the  bodyof  Christ  more  completely astmder 
than  it  had  been  rent  alreody,  were  from  the  Lord. 
There  were  idolatries  in  the  ruling  body  which  made 
SQch  divisions  inevitable.  The  first  impnlsea  o£  those 
who  began  them  were  like  those  of  Jeroboam,  pore  and 
honourable.  They  became  spokesmen  of  hearts  which 
were  suSering  under  a  burden ;  they  enconntered  Beho- 
boams  in  the  State  and  proud  men  in  the  Church,  who 
said, "  Let  ne  change  rods  into  scorpions;"  compromises 
failed,  persecutions  failed  ;  the  thing  was  from  the  Lord. 
And  the  leaaon  was  repeated  again  in  those  separating 
bodies.  Politic  men  rose  np,  who  sought  to  make  the 
division  permaDent  and  hopeless.  The  separate  priest, 
and  altar,  and  sacrifice  mast  be  introduced,  that  there 
might  be  no  recollection  o£  the  bond  which  united  them 
to  those  from  whom  they  were  severed.  Hence  the  one 
sacrifice  for  mankind  became  lost  in  the  notion  of  some 
special  salvntion  for  tbemselves.  New  forms  of  intel- 
lectaal,  if  not  Hensnal,  idolatry  appsitred;  the  victims 
of  them  ^oaned  uader  the  narruwuess  and  bondage, 
which  they  hnd  been  taught  to  call  liberty.  Are  not 
many  of  thftin  tivwi  now  ready  to  turn  for  refuge  from 
their  sectarian  faith  and  freedom,  sometimes  to  the 
vaguest  forms  of  niibeiief,  sometimes  to  the  most  per- 
fect and  nnirenial  despotism  over  conscience  and  will? 
Oh,  brethren  I  how  intolerable  would  be  these  facta 
and  recollections  which  show  every  party  in  Church 
and  State  to  have  been  the  caase  of  shameful  scandals, 
which  forbid  us  to  cast  stones  at  others  because  we 
are  in  the  same  sin,  if  we  might  not  recur  again  and 
again  to  the  words  which  I  have  quoted  so  often.  But 
if  the  thing  is  of  the  Lord,  there  must  be  an  end  of 
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all  those  strifes  by  which  He  has  ordained  that  our 
idolatries  against  Him  and  cruelties  to  our  brethren 
should  punish  themselves.  There  must  be  a  day  when 
all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  which  consist  only  by 
Christ,  shall  be  gathered  manifestly  together  in  Him ; 
when  it  shall  be  known  and  confessed  that  there  is  one 
king,  one  priest,  one  sacrifice ; — that  we  have  been  at 
war  with  each  other,  because  we  have  not  done  homage 
to  that  one  king,  drawn  nigh  to  God  through  that  one 
priest,  omitted  to  present  that  one  perfect  sacrifice. 
And  those  who  are  willing  before  God's  altar  to  own 
that  their  self-seeking  and  self-will  have  been  rending 
asunder  their  families,  the  nation,  the  Church,  the  world, 
— may  hope  that  God's  Spirit  will  work  in  them  hence- 
forth to  do  all  such  acts  as  shall  not  retard,  but  hasten 
forward  the  blessed  consummation  for  which  they  look. 
They  may  ask  to  be  taught  the  mystery  of  daily  self- 
sacrifice, — how  to  give  up  their  own  tastes,  opinions, 
wishes.  They  may  ask  that  they  may  never  be  tempted 
to  give  up  one  atom  of  God's  truth,  or  to  dally  for  one 
moment  with  the  falsehoods  of  themselves  or  of  their 
brethren ;  because  truth  is  the  one  ground  of  universal 
peace  and  fellowship,  because  falsehood  and  division  are 
ever  increasing  and  reproducing  each  other. 


SERMON  VH. 


THB  OALF  WOKSHrP  DENOUNCED. 

(Lineoln'a  Inn.     Conuersion  of  St.  Paul. — Jan.  SE,  1S52.) 

AJao  by  the  hand  of  the  prophat  Jehu  the  bog  of  Hanani  carae  tha 
word  of  the  Lord  BgainBt  Baasba,  ani  against  bia  house,  evea 
for  oil  the  evil  that  he  did  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  provoiLinf;    , 
him  to  anger  with  the  work  of  his  haiide,  in  being  like  the  house    I 
of  Jeroboam ;  and  because  he  killed  him. — I  EliNOS  xvi.  7- 

Baasha  occupiea  no  very  remarkable  place  among  the 
kings  of  Israel,  nor  Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani  among 
the  prophets.  Bnt  the  narrative  in  the  text  is  a  com- 
pendious statement  of  the  relations  in  which  the  kings 
and  prophets  of  the  ten  tribes  stood  to  each  other,  after 
the  division  of  the  kingdom.  I  wish  to  consider  this 
subject  upon  the  present  occasion,  taking  it  np  from  the 
time  of  which  I  spoke  in  raj  last  sermon,  and  continuing 
it  to  the  reigna  which  received  a  new  character  from  the 
prophecies  of  Elijah  and  Elisha. 

A  man  of  God,  who,  we  are  told,  came  out  of  Judah 
bythewordof  the  Lord  unto  Bethel,  marks  the  transition 
point  between  theolderhistoryand  thenew.  The  chapter 
which  contains  the  tragedy  of  his  life  and  death,  has  been 
selected  for  one  of  our  Sunday  lessons,  with  much  fear- 
leesnesa,  I  think,  as  well  as  wisdom.  For  there  is  none 
which  a  timid,  distrustful  reader  of  the  Bible  would  be 
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more  ready  to  pass  over,  and  few  which  throw  more  real 
light  upon  its  moral  and  method.     This  man  of  God 
came  to  Bethel  while  Jeroboam  was  standing  by  the  altar 
to  bum  incense.  ^^  And  he  cried  against  the  altar  in  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  and  said, '  Behold  a  child  shall  be  bom 
unto  the  house  of  David,  Josiah  by  name ;  and  upon  thee 
shall  he  offer  the  priests  of  the  high  places  that  bum 
incense  upon  thee,  and  men's  bones  shall  be  burnt  upon 
thee.^   And  he  gave  a  sign  the  same  day  saying,  'This 
is  the  sign  which  the  Lprd  hath  spoken.  Behold  the  altar 
shall  be  rent,  and  the  ashes  that  are  upon  it  shall  be 
poured  out.'  And  it  came  to  pass  when  king  Jeroboam 
heard  the  saying  of  the  man  of  God,  that  he  put  forth 
his  hand  from  the  altar,  saying, '  Lay  hold  on  him/  And 
his  hand  which  he  put  forth  against  him  dried  up,  so 
that  he  could  not  pull  it  in  again  to  him.     The  altar 
also  was  rent,  and  the  ashes  poured  out  from  the  altar, 
according  to  the  sign  which  the  man  of  God  had  given 
by  the  word  of  the  Lord.    And  the  king  answered  and 
said  unto  the  man  of  God,  '  Litreat  now  the  face  of  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  pray  for  me,  that  my  hand  may  be 
restored  me  again.'     And  the  man  of  God  besought 
the  Lord,  and  the  king's  hand  was  restored  him  again, 
and  became  as  it  was  before." — 1  Kings  xiii.  1-7. 

I  would  at  once  dismiss  the  question  whether  the  name 
Josiah  which  occurs  in  this  place,  was  actually  pronounced 
by  the  prophet,  or  was  introduced  afterwards  when  the 
books  were  put  together,  as  marking  the  person  who  ac- 
complished the  threat.  That  point  seems  to  me  of  very 
little  consequence  indeed.  I  do  not  think  the  substance 
of  the  prophecy  would  derive  the  least  weight  from  the 
presence  of  the  name,  or  lose  the  least  from  the  omission 
of  it.     The  cases  of  such  definite  foretelling  are  rare  in 
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the  Scriptures.  I  only  recollect  two  ;  this  and  the  use 
of  the  name  of  Cyrus  in  Isaiah,  of  which  I  may  have  to 
speak  hereafter.  It  ia  extremely  rash  and  dangerous  to 
deduce  the  nature  or  characteristics  of  prophecy  from 
doubtful  and  excepted  cases.  We  may  be  snre  that  when 
we  are  tempted  to  do  so,  we  shall  overlook  the  points 
on  which  the  Scripture  most  desires  to  fix  our  attention. 
The  great  business  of  the  prophet  ia  evidently  to  de- 
nounce the  altar  and  the  sacrifices  in  Bethel.  It  has  been 
set  up  as  a  rival  altar  to  that  in  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem ; 
it  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  system  of  sacrifices ;  new 
priests  will  be  required  to  perform  them.  "  Of  course," 
the  rationalist  teacher  exclaims,  "  these  were  the  offences 
of  Jeroboam.  He  was  an  intruder  upon  the  special  privi- 
leges of  the  Jerusalem  hierarchy ;  he  had  courage  to 
introduce  priests  taken  from  the  lowest  of  the  people; 
he  broke  through  the  formalities  of  the  Levitical  law. 
Such  a  man  in  our  days  would  be  called  a  reformer,  or 
asserterof  national  and  individual  independence.  There- 
fore he  is  denounced  by  the  ecclesiastics  who  have  com- 
piled the  Jewish  records."  Tea,  if  the  establishment  of 
visible,  sensual  worship  be  a  great  step  in  tho  progress 
of  the  human  intellect, — if  the  introduction  of  a  set  of 
priests  continually  at  work  to  make  that  worship  more 
visible,  more  sensual,  more  gross,  be  a  mode  of  fulfilling 
the  aspirations  of  those  who  desire  moral  and  spiritual 
liberty, — if  the  breaking  through  the  fetters  of  a  law 
which  restrained  all  sacerdotal  inventions  whatsoever, 
and  bore  witness  continually  that  sacrifices  were  not 
offered  to  appease  a  tyrant,  but  to  remove  an  obstacle 
between  a  righteous  Lord  and  His  unrighteous  subjects, 
— if  the  consequent  establishment  of  a  devil-worship, — 
be  that  which  wise  men  of  the  nineteenth  century  after 
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Christ  call  reformation,  Jeroboam  deserves  all  their 
patronage,  and  the  man  of  God  who  came  out  of  Judah 
to  pronounce  a  curse  upon  his  altar,  all  their  wrath.  And 
this  is  precisely  the  question,  not  for  this  passage  of  the 
history  only,  but  for  every  subsequent  passage  of  it.  The 
revolting  kings  of  Israel,  in  whom  modem  enlighten- 
ment discovers  the  champions  of  human  progress,  were 
introducing  the  most  unlimited  sacerdotal  tyranny;  were 
making  that  sacerdotal  tyranny  an  instrument  of  regal 
tyranny.  The  priests  of  the  high  places,  the  prophets 
of  the  grove,  were  building  their  own  power  upon  the 
degradation  of  the  multitudes  whom  they  drew  after 
them;  were  using  that  power  to  confirm  every  un- 
righteous decree,  to  remove  every  real  moral  restraint 
from  the  kings.  The  prophets, — ^who  we  are  told  would 
never  have  been  praised  except  in  a  book  compiled  by  the 
supporters  of  a  certain  set  of  caste  interests, — were  bear- 
ing a  protest  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  for  a  righteous 
order  which  no  caprices  of  human  superstition  or  human 
will  could  set  aside;  for  a  spiritual  authority  which  not 
only  did  not  demand  the  slavery  of  the  conscience  but 
was  incompatible  with  it,  for  an  actual  relation  between 
the  Most  High  and  His  creatures, — which  not  only  did 
not  involve  their  regarding  Him  as  an  object  of  terror 
or  distrust,  but  proved  such  habits  of  mind  to  contain 
the  very  essence  of  sin. 

Men  like  the  one  we  are  now  considering,  are  said 
to  speak  the  word  of  the  Lord,  or  sometimes  in  the  word 
of  the  Lord.  Their  function  assumes  that  the  thoughts 
of  man's  heart  and  the  utterances  of  it,  are  of  all 
things  the  most  sacred ;  that  a  presence  is  there  which 
men  are  seeking  in  dark  groves,  on  high  places,  in  sun, 
or  sea,  or  air ;  that  this  Presence  is  not  a  phantom,  not 


»  ctmCmd  e4  tbm  otrn,  but  He  wlio  is.  He  wbo  t( 
iImb  ;  that  th»  beet  uhI  wuest  mao  is  he  who  o 
dki>  IVmcscb  wilb  kwe  and  vaader;  who  be&TH^ 
thatlwi*  ctwtdbg  before  ft  lirnig  Being  to  whom  afl 
ivitUn  bttD  »  naked  and  open,  who  desires  that  thai 
Being  ahoold  direct  him,  act  upon  him,  use  him  for  ffis 
own  pupaaea ;  who  knows  that  those  purposes  are  ligia 
pBipoMK,  wbo  ia  Bore  that  they  cannot  concern  him 
more  than  they  concern  his  fellows.  To  a  man  thus 
tasght  and  trained  (and  the  law,  the  statutes,  the  his- 
tory of  his  land  were  all  parts  of  his  training,  all  spoke 
U>  bim  of  a  real  Being  whom  no  man  had  seen  or  could 
■eeibntwhohadheldconverse  with  Abraham,  who  had 
made  a  covenant  with  him  and  with  his  seed  after  him  j 
wbo  bad  sent  Moses  to  deliver  the  people,  who  had  been 
with  the  people  in  all  their  wanderings  and  their  sins), 
to  Bnch  a  man  I  say,  the  sight  of  idolatrv  was  some- 
thing ab«o!ately  appalling.  He  had  no  measure  of  its 
enormity.  Only  he  was  anre  that  a  people  worshipping 
calrex,  seeking  God  in  high  places,  were  flying  from  a 
friend  and  a  deliverer,  to  enemies  and  destroyers,  from 
the  hving  and  the  true,  to  death  and  falsehood.  He 
knew  that  it  was  so.  He  was  certain  that  he  was  not 
uttering  himself  or  his  own  fancies,  when  he  said  that  it 
was  so.  God  was  speaking  through  his  lips ;  God  was  pro- 
nouncing Hentence  upon  that  which  defied  Hiwi.  What 
signified  who  might  stand  before  the  altar,  who  might  be 
burning  incense  upon  it  ?  He  no  more  could  or  dare 
tremble  at  the  worshipper  than  at  the  thing  worshipped. 
Both  were  creatures  of  the  eternal  God.  The  one  was 
setting  himself  up,  the  other  was  set  up  in  contempt  of 
Him ;  each  alike  must  come  down.  The  truth  must  stand 
fast  and  fulfil  itself.  He  had  only  to  proclaim  the  truth- 


Yii.]  THE  ABM  WITHERED.  US 

Bat  how  sliall  the  idolater  know  it  and  be  convinced 
of  it  ?  The  arm  we  are  told  which  was  stretched  out  to 
perform  the  sacrifice^  and  then  to  seize  the  prophet, 
was  dried  np  so  that  he  could  not  pull  it  again  to  him. 
"Here/*  you  say, ''  is  a  miracle ;  such  a  one  as  we  expect 
in  all  records  of  this  kind/*  Precisely  I  think  such  a 
one  as  you  might  expect  in  a  record  of  this  kind,  and  as 
you  would  not  expect  and  not  meet  with,  in  record  of 
another  kind  written  by  the  supporters  of  a  body  which 
was  interested  in  superstition,  and  trying  by  all  means  to 
sustain  the  reputation  of  it.  The  man  of  God  testifies  to 
Jeroboam  that  the  juices  and  springs  of  life  are  renewed 
from  an  invisible  source,  that  it  is  another  than  the  dead 
thing  which  he  is  worshipping  who  can  dry  them  up  or 
give  them  their  natural  flow.  Aprotest  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  that  which  Moses  bore  against  the  gods  of 
Pharaoh,  that  is  to  say  a  protest  on  behalf  of  regularity 
and  law,  and  for  a  God  of  regularity  and  law,  with  whom 
are  the  issues  of  daily  life  and  death,  against  the  seeker  of 
charms  in  natural  things,  against  the  worshipper  of  ca- 
pricious  deities.  The  other  part  of  the  sign  is  precisely  of 
the  same  kind.  The  altar  is  rent  and  the  ashes  are  poured 
out  from  the  altar,  as  a  sure  and  everlasting  testimony 
that  law  and  order  shall  not  be  violated  with  impunity  by 
any  ruler,  under  any  reUgious  pretext;  that  his  religiouH 
acts  are  more  hateful  in  the  sight  of  God  than  all  hiH 
other  acts,  and  must  hasten  the  vengeance  upon  thoMe, 

The  story  of  the  prophet  is  continued  in  these  wr/rrlM, 
''And  the  king  said  unto  the  Man  of  God, '  Come  h(jmfs 
with  me,  and  refresh  thyself,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  riv 
ward/  And  the  Man  of  God  said  unto  the  king, '  If  ihfju 
wilt  give  me  half  thine  house,  I  will  not  go  in  with  thee, 
neither  will  T  eat  bread  nor  drink  water  in  tfaii(  place* 
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For  so  it  was  Amrged  ne  hj  Ae  word  of  &e  Lnd, 
Mjrii^,  Bat  no  btead  «ad  drink  no  wata',  dot  tam 
agaia  bf  tk  aaae  way  Oat  tfaon  earnest.*  So  bswnt 
aaotber  waj,  and  tgtariieJ  not  bj  t^  waj  tint  be 
enw  onto  BetbeL"  The  innsible  TemAer,  wbo  bad 
bid  faim  go  forA  on  bis  joaniOT  and  cany  the  nesBagn 
to  febe  kiDg,  ^l*^^  »irw<lp  Tiim  ondersteod  as  desify,  tbafc 
wben  he  bad  done  bis  errand,  be  was  to  go  back  into 
Jodah.  He  had  no  doobt  that  this  was  what  be  ooght 
to  do.  It  was  part  of  his  conunissioiu  The  other  part 
_4if  it  would  not  be  {aithfoliy  discharged  if  this  was 
llCngottcat.  These  words  and  acts  of  the  Prophet 
•  were  connected  with  his  own  hfe,  thev  belonged  to  his 
very  self.  Hia  conscience  as  well  as  his  powCTS  of 
thoDght  and  reflection,  were  not  cmshed  or  stifled  by 
the  divine  communication,  bat  were  an'akened  by  it 
into  activity.  And  the  conscience  so  awakened,  was 
proof  against  any  solicitations  of  the  king.  The  Man 
of  God  said  in  quite  a  different  spirit  from  that  in  which 
Balaam  spoke  to  Balak,  that  if  he  gave  him  half  his 
boose,  he  woald  not  stay  in  that  evil  place. 

Bot  another  temptation  came,  against  which  he  was 
not  equally  proof.  An  old  prophet  fonnd  him  sitting 
nnder  an  oak,  and  said  unto  him,  "  Art  thon  the  man 
of  God  that  earnest  from  Judah  ?  "  And  he  said,  "  I 
am."  Then  he  said  unto  him,  "  Come  home  with  me, 
and  eat  bread."  And  he  said,  "  I  may  not  retnm  with 
thee,  for  it  was  said  to  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
'  Thou  shalt  eat  no  bread  nor  drink  water  there,  nor 
tarn  again  to  go  by  the  way  thou  earnest.'"  He  said 
onto  him,  "  I  am  a  prophet  also  as  thou  art.  And  an 
angel  B])ake  to  me  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
'  Bring  him  back  with  thee  to  thy  house  that  he  may 
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eat  bread  and  drink  water.'     But  he  Hed  unto  him. 
So  he  went  back  witli  him  to  hia  konae."  ' 

I  do  not  know  any  passage  more  useful  than  this, 
for  disabusing  na  of  a  prejudice,  wbick  the  mere  word 
prophet  is  liable  to  create  in  our  minds.  "  If  the  man 
was  inspired,"  we  say  to  ourselves,  "inspired  by  God, 
we  must  be  sure  he  would  do  the  right  thing,  and  say 
the  right  thing.  It  would  destroy  all  our  security  if 
we  thought  ■otherwise."  No,  brethren ;  it  would 
destroy  no  security  at  all  which  the  Bible  designs  to 
give  us.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall  lose  a  great  security, 
we  shall  fall  into  a  great  danger,  if  we  do  not  strictly 
adhere  to  the  teaching  of  tho  Bible  on  this  subject, 
but  set  up  certain  canons  of  our  own.  The  first 
obvious  lesson  which  this  passage  teaches  us  is,  that  a 
prophet,  a  true  prophet,  a  prophet  of  God,  might  be 
grossly  deceived.  The  second  is,  that  he  must  be 
deceived  if  he  yielded  to  any  pretences  of  inspiration 
on  the  part  of  any  man,  though  that  man  were  called 
a  prophet,  and  were  a  prophet, — when  what  he  said 
went  against  a  sure  witness  and  conviction  as  to  his 
own  duty.  The  third  is,  that  a  prophet,  not  habitually 
a.  deceiver,  might  on  a  certain  occasion  wilfully  deceive, 
— in  the  plain  language  of  Holy  Writ,  might  lie.  All 
these  statements  we  accept  on  the  authority  of  Scrip- 
ture. And  if  we  accept  them,  we  may  derive  the  very 
greatest  profit  from  them.  We  are  often  apt  to  supposo 
that  a  prophet  or  inspired  naan,  is  one  who  is  raised 
above  laws  and  government,  who  can  lay  down  lawa 
for  himself,  whose  internal  power  is  itself  the  rule  for 
others  and  for  his  own  conduct.  The  Scripture  teaches 
as  quite  a  different  lesson.  The  characteristic  quality 
of  the  prophet  when  he  is  true,  is  obedience.     He  is 
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nothing  in  himself.  He  is  merely  a  servant.  In  thel 
acknowledgment  of  his  service,  of  the  power  which 
is  npon  him,  his  strength  consists.  But  it  is  no  mere 
impulse  to  which  he  yields  himself.  He  is  liable  to 
all  the  same  chance  and  foolish  impulses  as  other 
people.  He  is  particularly  liable  to  confound  these 
impulses  with  God's  teaching  and  commands.  He 
is  therefore  to  be  more  suspicious  of  himseJf,  more 
watchful  against  this  conf  Dsion,  than  other  men.  If  he 
once  forgets  the  invisible  Ruler  and  Lawgiver,  no  one 
will  commit  such  flagrant  errors,  such  falsehood,  such 
blasphemy.  We  shall  see  as  we  proceed,  with  what 
fidelity  and  consistency  the  Scripture  brings  home 
these  truths  to  our  minds ;  with  what  strange  openness, 
in  the  written  prophecies,  the  processes  in  the  mind 
of  the  seer  are  laid  bare  before  us ;  what  a  witness 
there  is  of  sincerity  in  the  discoveries  which  he  makes 
to  us  of  all  hia  inward  inclinations  to  be  insincere  and 
treacherous. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  narrative  we  bear  how  the 
prophet  who  had  deceived  his  brother,  himself  de- 
nounced his  disobedience,  and  told  him  the  conse- 
quence of  it ;  how  a  lion  met  him  by  the  way  and  slew 
him,  but  left  hia  body  untorn ;  how  the  old  prophet  of 
Bethel  bade  his  sons  lay  his  bones  beside  the  bones  of 
the  man  who  had  cursed  the  altar  of  Jeroboam.  Astern 
punishment,  it  will  be  said,  for  such  a  crime.  An  actual 
punishment  certainly, — one  which  asserted  the  fact, 
that  a  prophet  will  not  be  more,  but  less,  excused  for 
his  transgressions,  than  another  man.  What  was  the 
magnitude  of  the  punishment,  we  are  no  judges.  A 
man  who  has  been  witness  of  a  great  national  sin  and 
has  foretold  a  great  national  calamity,  who  has  found 
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out  the  falsehood  of  a  friend  and  a  prophet  and  who 
is  conscious  of  having  done  wrong  himself,  may  not 
think  the  sentence  a  very  hard  one  which  calls  him 
out  of  a  confused  world ;  or  more  hard  because  it  comes 
in  a  form  which  assures  him  that  there  is  an  eternal 
order  which  will  vindicate  itself  in  spite  of  his  errors 
and  those  of  all  other  men.  A  man  of  God  who  had 
learnt  to  trust  God,  could  trust  him  when  he  was  slay- 
ing him,  and  see  that  there  was  a  deep  and  awful 
righteousness  and  wisdom  in  the  way  in  which  the 
creatures  of  God  going  forth  to  seek  their  meat  from 
Him,  may,  without  the  least  departure  from  the  ordi- 
nary law  of  their  kind,  be  made  the  instruments  of 
punishing  man's  transgressions.  The  prophet  who 
betrayed  him  and  then  had  the  heavy  punishment  of 
being  forced  to  proclaim  the  wrong  which  he  had  him- 
self instigated,  is  surely  the  greater  object  of  com- 
passion ;  especially  if,  as  the  narrative  half  leads  us  to 
suspect,  his  conscience  was  blunted,  and  he  was  able  to 
understand  Jeroboam's  sin  without  any  keen  sense  of 
his  own.  A  man  with  a  clear  apprehension  of  the  evil 
doings  of  rulers,  and  admiration  for  those  who  protest 
against  them,  with  a  prophetical  power  of  uttering  the 
truth,  yet  with  no  love  of  truth  or  resolute  abhorrence 
of  falsehood,  is  a  very  painful  but  a  very  instructive 
spectacle.  Every  one  must  be  conscious  of  something 
akin  to  such  a  state  of  mind,  some  possibility  of  it,  at 
all  events,  in  himself.  He  should  think  of  that  with 
trembling,  and  with  the  prayer,  ''  See  if  there  be  any 
wicked  way  in  me.  Lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting.'' 
There  is  something  very  pathetic  in  the  homage  to  a 
truer  and  better  man,  which  is  expressed  in  the  words. 
Lay  my  bones  beside  his  bones."     The  lion  slew  him 
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Appwmll;  tb*  witiMM  wirieft  Oe  Mm  «C  God  h 

■ad  IIm  dMt&  wbidi  be  died,  mn  m  nw.    Tkt 
MVtene*  t«jb  w  that  "Jerobaam  retarued  not  fn 
wit  waj,  but  aade  aepm  «l  tbe  Icnreil  of  tbe  p 
primU  of  ibB  1a0t  pheu.    Wbonwrer  inidd,  b 
M><mf.«d  him,  tod  be  became  ft  priest  of  tbe  bigb  idacoB.'S 
'Hin  'JMitru'^iM)  of  an  altar  and  tbe  wiUiering  of  a  b 
trhich  wad  cured  again,  were  leaeoDS  soon  f 
Iaw  'mee  broken,  there  mnst  be  continiial  new  t 
tfrmu'wrnn   to  justify   tbe  first,     A  enperstition  onoel 
lotUtiliahMl  will  go  4d  increasing  and  maltiplTiagite^Ej 
At  Wt  the  HeiiNO  r>t  being  under  any  aathority  wiUn 
vaniNh  nlincnt  wholly  from  the  mind  of  the  rebeliionel 
riil'ir,     lib  will  ntty,—niimg  the  words  in  precisely  tbea 
'/[ipTjiit*  uiiti'n  to  that  in  which  they  are  used  i 
[inmlflti, — "  Mfiy  I  not  do  what  1  will  with  mine  own  ?  T 
Ah  thi>  nACdHinry  rotribution  for  such  a  state  of  mind, 
ho  will  liouorno  more  and  mora  a  slave.     The  pri 
wlioiri  ho  Unn  inrvdo  will  insist  on  ever  higher  prizes  fi 
Itiolr  igii'ririiuioiiH  woi'k.     To  soothe  the  fears  ^ 
liuiinlj  him  aftur  tho  four  of  a  righteous  Being  has  been 
dtidt  iwlih',  111)  will  fwk  those  wliom  he  has  put  in  the 
|iltioii  of  liin  ooriKoionuu,  what  nets  ho  must  do  that  he 
iriiiy  niKHii  n  R'ligiuus  man  to  them,  possibly  at  last  to 
liiniNxli'. 

Hut  Mit'rn  imi  ovontH  which  may  put  a  man  in  mind 
of  ruitHtfiDN  iiCtor  ho  has  boon  living  for  a  long  while  in 
n  tlotioii,     "  At  tlmt  time,"  wo  are  told,  "  Abijah,  the 
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son  of  Jeroboam^  fell  sick.  And  Jeroboam  said  to  his 
wife.  Arise,  I  pray  thee,  and  disguise  thyself,  and  get 
thee  to  Shiloh.  Behold,  there  is  Ahijah  the  prophet, 
which  told  me  that  I  should  be  king.  And  take  with 
thee  ten  loaves,  and  cracknels,  .and  a  cruse  of  honey^ 
and  go  to  him.  He  shall  tell  thee  what  will  become  of 
the  child.'^ — 1  Kings  xiv. 

The  sight  of  the  sick  boy  whom  he  cared  for,  brought 
back  perhaps  the  thought  of  himself  when  he  had  still 
youthful  freshness  and  hope ;  when  he  felt  the  wrongs 
which  Solomon  was  inflicting  upon  the  land,  and 
dreamed  that  he  might  be  its  deliverer.  And  with 
these  thoughts  would  come  the  recollection  of  the  man 
who  had  told  him  how,  if  he  walked  in  right  ways, 
God  would  make  him  a  sure  house.  A  sad  and  pro- 
fitable reflection  if  he  had  paused  to  dwell  upon  it. 
But  the  lying  habit  of  mind,  which  he  had  conti^cted 
by  converse  with  the  priests  of  the  high  places,  only 
urged  him  to  consider  how  he  could  bribe  Ahijah  to 
tell  him  something  about  the  child,  which  he  would 
like  to  hear. 

The  other  person  in  the  story  is  scarcely  less  changed 
since  we  last  met  with  him.  ''  And  Jeroboam^s  wife 
went  to  Shiloh,  to  the  house  of  Ahijah.  But  Ahijah 
could  not  see ;  for  his  eyes  were  set  by  reason  of  his  age. 
And  the  Lord  said  i\nto  Ahijah,  '  Behold  the  wife  of 
Jeroboam  cometh  to  ask  a  thing  of  thee  for  her  son ;  for 
he  is  sick.  And  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  her :  (for  it 
shall  be  when  she  cometh  in,  she  shall  feign  herself 
to  be  another  woman,)  Go,  tell  Jeroboam,  thus  saith 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Forasmuch  as  I  exalted  thee 
from  among  the  people,  and  made  thee  prince  over  my 
people  Israel,  and  rent  the  kingdom  away  from  the 
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bonse  of  David,  and  gave  it  to  thee ;  and  yet  thoa  haat 
not  been  as  my  servant  David,  who  kept  my  command- 
ments ;  but  hast  gone  and  made  thee  other  gods,  and  ' 
molten  iraages.to  provoke  me  to  anger,  and  hast  cast  me 
behind  thy  back;  therefore  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  tip 
a  king  over  Israel  who  shall  cut  off  the  house  of  Jero- 
boam that  day.  But  what  ?  Even  now.  And  he  shall 
give  Israel  up  because  of  the  sins  of  Jeroboam,  who 
sinned  and  made  Israel  to  blq.'"  This  was  the  main 
harden  of  the  message.  There  was  another  part  of  it, 
more  afflicting  to  the  wife  of  Jeroboam,  more  soothing 
to  the  reader,  which  told  her  that  "  the  son  of  whom 
she  inquired,  should  come  to  the  grave,  because  in  him 
waa  found  some  good  thing  towards  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel." 

This  fragment  of  Abijah's  history,  compared  with 
that  which  we  heard  last  Sunday,  marks  out  with 
much  clearness  the  office  of  a  prophet  in  Israel.  Living 
under  the  brilliant  government  of  Solomon,  where 
all  had  the  outward  face  of  prosperity  and  continuance, 
— living  under  the  tyranny  of  Jeroboam,  where  all  was 
new  and  revolutionary, — he  had  still  to  say,  '  There  ia 
an  eternal  order  which  cannot  be  violated.  Whoso- 
ever defies  it,  will  bring  ruin  upon  himself  and  upon 
his  house.  God  is  ;  a  power  which  sets  him  at  naught 
and  substitutes  changeable  things  in  His  place,  cannot 
abide.  It  may  be  appointed  to  punish  an  evil  which 
has  been  working  secretly;  it  will  last  its  hour;  but  it 
is  doomed.     The  month  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.' 

The  prophets  could  speak  this  word  knowing  it  to 
be  true.  And  they  could  speak  another  which  was 
more  terrible.  They  could  say,  Israel  must  sufEer  for 
Jeroboam's  sin.     Not  by  an  ai'bitrary  decree,  which 
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puQiBliefl  one  for  the  Crimea  of  another ;  but  becauee 
the  heart  of  the  people  has  gone  along  with  the  ruler ; 
becaase  a  ruler  embodies  in  himself  and  presents  in 
open  act  the  temper  and  spirit  of  those  whom  be  rules  ; 
because  if  they  would  be  saved  from  the  consequences 
of  hia  evil  doings,  they  must  turn  to  the  everlasting 
King.  This  is  a  universal  priuciple  which  comes  out 
with  fresh  power  in  each  stage  of  Jewish  history. 

Nadab,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  reigned  for  two  yeara 
over  Israel.  Then  Baasha,  of  the  tribe  of  lasachar, 
conspired  against  him  and  slew  him.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  records  of  conspiracies  like  this,  which  separates 
the  Bible  history  from  ordinary  history.  We  have,  on 
a  very  small  scale,  in  the  annals  of  a  few  petty  tribes, 
just  what  we  have  expanded  to  its  highest  power  in 
the  history  of  the  Roman  or  of  the  Byzantine  Empires. 
Nor  is  the  result  different.  The  new  house  is  like  the 
old.  The  rebel  and  murderer  becomes  the  tyrant.  It 
will  be  said,  'There  is  grandeur  about  crimes  and 
miseries  which  affect  a  world;  but  what  interest  can 
we  feel  in  the  story  of  men  so  diminutive  in  influence, 
80  insignificant  in  character,  as  Jeroboam  or  Baasha  ?' 
I  answer.  The  Scripture  wishes  us  to  feel  none,  except 
so  far  aa  by  a  small  experiment  we  may  discover  a 
(ruth  for  all  ages  and  nations.  Such  a  truth  is  con- 
tained in  my  text. 

"  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  J'ehn  the  son 
of  Hanani,  against  Baasha,  saying,  'Forasmuch  aa  I 
exalted  thee  out  of  the  dust,  and  made  thee  prince 
over  my  people  Israel ;  and  thou  hast  walked  in  the 
way  of  Jeroboam,  and  hast  made  my  people  Israel  to 
am,  to  provoke  me  to  anger  with  their  sins ;  behold, 
I    will   take    away    the  posterity  of  Baasha,  and  tho 
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poBterity  of  hia  hoose ;  and  will  make  thy  house  hka  1 
the  hoDBe  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat.  Him  tfaai  1 
dieth  of  B&asfaa  m  the  city  shall  the  dogs  eat;  and  j 
him  that  dieth  of  Lis  in  the  fields  ehall  the  fowls  of '' 
the  (lir  eat.'" 

The  general  law  is  repeated  with  tiie  same  stem 
simplicity,  to  one  man  as  to  another.  "  Whether  yon 
camt!  in  by  right  means  or  by  foal  j  whether  yon  are 
a  legitimate  heir  or  a  conspirator,  God  has  made  yon  a 
prince.  Yonr  crime  is  your  own.  Tour  power  is  His. 
Trying  to  b«  something  in  yonrself,  yon  pronounce 
your  own  Bentenca.  Wlien  you  think  to  make  gods, 
God  unmakes  yon,"  The  principle  is  again  affirmed, 
that  a.  regular  succession,  a  Bare  hoase,  is  a  blessing 
to  a  land ;  that  a  man  who  desires  to  found  such  a 
one,  desires  a  good  gift ;  but  that  it  is  a  gift ;  that  as 
a  witness  of  God's  permanence  and  presence  it  is  good; 
that  succeseion  apart  from  him  is  a  mere  transmission 
of  curses.  The  particular  phrase,  "provoke  me  to 
anger,"  is  used  here  as  it  is  used  everywhere  else  in 
the  Bible.  God  is  contemplated  as  jealous  over  His 
people,  feeling  like  a  husband  or  a  father  to  a  rebellious 
wife  or  child.  It  is  presented  with  all  boldness  to 
men  who  had  the  lowest,  most  grovelling  conceptions 
of  the  divine  nature,  not  to  flatter  them  but  to  coun- 
teract them ;  to  destroy  the  fiction  that  God  is  iudiffereut 
to  His  creatures  or  hates  them,  which  ia  the  foundation 
of  all  idolatry ;  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  full  revela- 
tion of  that  truth  which  interprets  His  jealousy,  and 
is  the  ground  of  all  right  faith  in  man,  "  God  is  Love." 

I  may  have  many  opportunities  hereafter  of  pointing 
out  the  difference  between  the  rude  monotonous  utter- 
ances of  these  first  prophets  to  the  ten  tribes,  and  the 
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yarions  many-sided  teacliings  of  those  who  were  at 
once  the  poets^  preachers,  and  statesmen  of  the  two. 
Bat  another  still  more  striking  contrast  is  suggested 
to  ns  on  this  day.  When  one  thinks  of  St,  Paul  now 
speaking  to  the  savages  of  Lycaonia,  now  holding 
converse  with  the  Stoics  and  Epicureans  of  Athens, 
adapting  himself  perfectly  to  the  feelings  of  the  one 
respecting  a  sender  of  rain  and  fruitful  seasons,  entering 
into  the  heart  of  the  pantheism  and  hero-worship  of 
the  other;  one  moment aHebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  versed 
in  all  rabbinical  and  cabalistical  lore,  then  writing  to 
the  Ephesians  in  the  dialect  of  commerce ;  to-day  pene- 
trating the  different  party  tendencies  at  Corinth,  to- 
morrow addressing  himself  to  the  sense  of  law  and 
righteousness  which  had  been  cultivated  through  many 
generations  and  was  not  yet  extinct  in  the  mind  of  the 
Ilomans, — one  may  be  disposed  to  think  very  meanly 
of  the  Man  of  God  who  came  to  Bethel,  or  of  Ahijah, 
or  of  Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani.  Still  more  when  one 
thinks  that  all  the  intellectual  gifts  of  St.  Paul  were 
united  with  and  subordinate  to  that  beautiful  play  of 
the  affections,  which  made  him  bum  with  every  one 
who  was  angry,  and  wish  himself  accursed  from  Christ 
for  the  sake  of  his  kinsmen  after  the  flesh,  and  feel  all 
the  slights  of  the  Corinthians,  and  never  bow  the  knee 
to  the  Father  of  the  whole  family  in  Heaven  and  earth 
without  thinking  of  his  converts  and  of  their  sins  or 
sorrows, — one  may  haK  despise  the  narrow  circle  of 
sympathies  in  which  these  men  of  the  old  time  revolved, 
with  the  perversities,  inconsistencies,  sometimes  in- 
sincerities, into  which  they  fell.  No  such  feelings,  we 
may  be  sure,  ever  dwelt  in  the  mind  of  St.  Paul  himself. 
These  heroes  of  his  nation  were  to  him  dear  and  vener- 


•ble  names,  tbe  reodleetioD  of  which  dieered  him  in 
londjr  boon  snd  went  with  him  fco  the  tribomls  of 
kings  %ad  goremoTB.     In  aS  essentials  he  will  hare 
felt  that  their  hopes  were  one,  the  end,  the  socrce  of 
them  the  same.     While  he  was  denonncing  the  excfa^  I 
BJrcDe9»  of  his  people,  "enemies  to  God  and  contrary  tal 
all  men,"  be  was  in  fact  denonncing  an  idolatry,  aJ 
separate   worship,  which  thongb   maintained   in  tfaitfl 
Temple  at  Jeroaalem,  was  more  at  variance  with  thaa 
mind  oi  the  God  of  Abraham  than  the  worship  of  the  " 
calvea  of  B«tbet,  than  the  sacrifices  offered  by  the 
priestoof  tbe  high  places.    When  he  went  before  Nero, 
and  no  man  stood  with  him,  he  was  in  fact  crying  ont, 
not  to  a  single  altar,  bnt  to  all  those  at  which  Rome 
■od  the  world  were  offering  incense,  "  Yon  shall  be 
rent  in  pieces,  yonr  ashes  shall  be  strewed  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  bands,  pontifical   or   imperial,  which  J 
serve  befora  them  shall  be  withered,"     When  be  was  I 
preaching  the  everlasting  Gospel,  the  Gospel  of  Christ* a 
lull  redemption  of  mankind,  to  all  kindreds  and  nations 
and  tribes,  he  was  saying  to  that  age  and  to  all  ages, 
"  Fear  tbe  true  God,  the  God  and  father  of  onr  Lord 
JesDH  Christ,  the  God  of  love,  and  give  glory  to  Him. 
For  all  who  givo  glory  to  any  but  Him,  to  any  earthly, 
brutal,  sensual  power,  shall  share  its  certain  downfall 
and  pordition." 

And  we  too,  brethren,  we  need  not  the  glorions  com- 
pany of  the  ApoBtles  only,  but  the  goodly  fellowship  of 
the  Prophets,  to  stremgthen  us  in  the  faith  of  God's 
elect,  to  inspire  ns  for  the  work  which  we  have  to  do. 
Wo  need  to  believe  that,  tliey,  different  parts  of  the 
same  family  in  Heaven  mid  earth,  are  watching  as 
in  our  race  and  strife  here  below.     We  need  to  bear 
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the  voices  of  old  Prophets  testifying  in  broad  and  simple 
language^  that  every  petty  tyranny  and  superstition  of 
the  earth  which  lifts  itself  up  against  God  and  against 
inan^  shall  be  pat  down;  as  well  as  to  hear  the  full  cry 
of  the  Saints  beneath  the  altar,  who  have  triumphed 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  and  the  word  of  His  testi- 
mony, "  How  long,  0  Lord,  faithful  and  true,  wilt  thou 
not  judge  and  deliver  the  earth !  ^*  We  need  it  be- 
cause we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  resist  unto  blood 
striving  against  sin, — the  sin  which  defied  the  Law, — 
the  sin  which  rejected  the  Gospel, — the  sin  which  is 
rebelling  against  both  now,  in  ourselves  and  in  the 
world. 


SEBMON  Vin. 

AHAB    AND    ELIJAH. 

{Lineoln'i  Inn,  ith  Sunday  after  Epiphany. — FA,  1, 13SS.) 

Bat  the  angel  of  the  Lord  said  to  l!1i  jah  the  Tiatibits,  Arise,  go  ap  tc 
meet  the  meaEengera  of  the  king  of  Samaria,  and  taj  unto  thsm, 
"  Ib  it  not  becsnae  there  ia  not  a  God  in  laroel,  that  ;e  go  ap  tc 
inquire  of  Baal.xebub,  the  god  of  EkroD  ?  " — 2  EiNSS  L  8. 


The  worsbip  of  the  calves  which  Jeroboam  set  up  in  j 
Bethel  and  in  Dan,  ia  carefully  distingaished  in 
Scripture  from  the  worship  of  Baal,  which  was  intro- 
duced by  Ahab  into  Samaria.  Jeroboam  wished  to 
separate  the  ten  tribes  from  those  which  followed  the 
house  of  David,  by  giving  them  sacrifices  and  priests 
of  their  own.  From  the  words  which  he  ia  said  to 
have  used,  "These  are  thy  gods,  0  Israel,  which  broaght 
thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,"  it  is  probable  that 
he  affected  to  restore  the  idolatry  which  Aaron  had 
sanctioned  in  the  wildernesa.  He  or  his  priests  would 
suggest  the  thought  to  the  people,  or  their  own  hearts 
would  suggest  it  to  them,  that  what  the  high-priest 
approved  could  not  be  very  wrong  j  that  Moses  had  no 
right  to  break  the  calf  in  pieces ;  that  the  people  in 
Jernsalem  who  followed  the  law  of  Moses  were  really 
departing  from  a  good  old  example;  that  (Aej  were 
returning  to  a  national  service.     The  step  from  this 
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nltra  local  worstip  to  a  foreign  Phcenician  worship 
very  long  one.  Tet  it  was  natural  and  easy. 
We  cannot  tell  exactly  what  the  calf  signified  to  the 
Egyptian,  still  lesa  what  it  signified  to  the  Hebrew 
slave  in  the  desert,  or  to  tlie  revolted  tribes.  It  may 
have  been  merely  adopted  as  a  traditional  symbol,  no 
special  force  being  attached  to  it.  But  a  people  trained 
in  the  law  of  Moses  must  have  associated  some  re- 
collection of  an  nnseen  Being  even  with  the  most 
worthless  image.  How  strong  such  associations  may 
"be  in  any  mind,  how  long  they  may  continue,  we  have 
happily  no  means  of  determining.  We  only  know 
that  the  conscience  of  the  idolater  becomes  at  once 
stupefied  and  sensitive;  more  and  more  incapable  of 
appreciating  moral  distinctions  ;  more  and  more  alive 
to  terrors.  The  thought  of  a  righteons  Being  is 
appalling;  from  an  object  of  trust  He  passes  into  an 
object  of  horror.  How  to  appease  Him  is  the  question. 
The  old  forms  may  not  be  the  right.  Other  nations 
which  seem  happier  and  more  prosperous,  have  other 
goda  and  sacrifices.  It  might  he  well  to  try  them. 
The  most  powerful  neighbour  must  he  moat  worthy  of 
imitation. 

A  king  like  Ahab  meets  the  demands  of  a  people 
in  this  state.  The  Scripture, — which  speaks  of  the 
cities  which  he  built,  and  hia  ivory  house,  and  hia 
might,  and  the  wars  which  he  warred, — leaves  the 
impression  upon  our  minds  that  he  was  intellectually 
superior  to  his  predecessors,  of  a  higher  ambition,  less 
narrow  in  his  notions.  He  had  not  the  dread  which 
Jeroboam  felt  of  intercourse  with  Jerusalem,  he  culti- 
vated the  friendship  of  Jehosbaphat,  At  the  same 
time  he  took  to  wife  Jezebel,  the  daughter  of  Ethbaal, 
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king  of  the  Sidonians.  And  with  her  he  nataralised  a 
worship,  certainly  very  much  more  august  and  im-  1 
posing  than  that  which  had  been  practised  by  the  I 
kings  that  were  before  him.  There  may,  or  may  not, 
have  been  animal  forms  connected  with  the  service  ■ 
of  this  God  of  Ekron.  The  name  would  seem  only  to 
impart  a  comprehensive  notion  of  lordship,  a  notion 
which  might  espresa  itsolf  in  a  number  of  different 
symbols, — which  certainly  would  not  be  limited  to  the 
one  of  the  cftlf,  or  be  likely  to  adopt  that  as  its  favourite. 
Baal  would  become  Baalim ;  the  general  lord  and  rnler 
would  soon  be  multiplied  and  divided  into  a  number 
of  lords  and  rulers;  but  there  would  be  attached  to 
them  all  a  much  grander  feeling  of  dominion  than 
could  ever  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  one  who  was 
bowing  to  the  likeness  of  a  calf  which  eateth  hay. 

Ahab  would  therefore  seem  to  himself,  as  well  as  to 
a  great  many  of  his  people,  an  improver  and  expander 
of  the  popular  faith.  Foreign  priests,  with  much  more 
knowledge  probably  than  those  lowest  of  the  people 
whom  Jeroboam  bad  consecrated,  would  come  into  the 
land.  A  number  of  the  native  priests  would  be  quite 
ready  to  adopt  the  worship  which  the  king  and  queen  1 
favoured.  Though  they  might  have  some  new  rites  to  I 
learn,  though  they  might  not  like  the  strangers,  or  might 
be  despised  by  them,  yet  they  would  not  be  consciooa 
of  any  great  change  in  themselves  or  their  devotions. 
In  their  dark  groves,  on  their  hill-altars,  they  had  been 
seeking  to  propitiate  some  unknown  fearful  divinity. 
For  that  divinity  they  had  now  found  a  name.  The 
Egyptian  idol  might  suggest  thoughts  sometimes  of 
the  dark  power,  sometimes  of  Him  who  had  made  a 
covenant  with  their  fathers;    the  Phcenician  taughb 
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them  to  understand  the  distinction, — ^to  feel  and  know 
that  they  were  invoking  another  than  the  Lord  God 
whose  presence  Solomon  had  prayed  might  fill  his 
temple. 

You  see  then  why  Ahab  is  said  to  have  provoked 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  more  than  all  that  were  before 
him.  The  Baal  worship  was  essentially  the  worship 
of  mere  power.  I  do  not  say  that  abstractedly  or 
originally  it  was  the  worship  of  an  evil  power.  But 
it  was  the  worship  of  power  as  distinguished  from 
righteousness.  It  was  the  worship  therefore  of  that 
which  man  sees  without  him  in  nature,  not  that  of 
which  he  feels  within,  speaking  to  himself.  It  may 
not  have  been  wholly  disjoined  from  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  an  order  and  succession  in  nature.  It  is  hard, 
almost  impossible,  for  man  to  conceive  of  power  apart 
from  some  order  and  government.  But  these  ideas 
become  exceedingly  weak  when  they  are  derived  from 
nature  to  man,  not  through  man  to  nature.  When  we 
think  that  the  things  themselves  exercise  the  power, 
and  do  not  receive  it  from  One  in  whom  dwells  eternal 
justice  and  rectitude, — ^f  orms  which  denote  the  most 
violent  and  inexplicable  outbursts  of  fury,  the  fire  and 
the  tempest,  are  speedily  thought  to  represent  the 
nature  of  the  Baal  or  Baalim,  of  the  lord  or  lords  of  the 
universe.  At  all  events  these  are  what  man  must 
address  himself  to.  Some  joyous  feasts  may  be  cele- 
brated, with  wild  and  reckless  licence,  to  the  gentler 
and  humaner  powers  which  manifest  themselves  in 
the  propitious  breeze,  the  quiet  evening,  the  sun  that 
ripens  the  autumn  fruits.  But  the  most  serious  ser- 
vices, the  sacrifices  which  those  very  enjoyments  have 
made  necessary,  the  libations  of  blood,  must  be  pre- 
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sented  to  some  malevolent  nature,  which  would  destroy 
unless  it  were  soothed.  Thaa  the  worship  of  power 
hecomes  literally  the  worship  of  evil.  By  a  regular 
and  awful  process  Baal  or  Baal-aebub  became  in  the 
minds  of  his  devout  servants,  what  his  name  imported 
to  Jews  of  later  time — the  Prince  of  the  Devils. 

Ahab  and  his  people  may  only  by  slow  degrees  have 
learnt  to  see  their  god  in  this  portentous  aspect.  But 
the  first  conception  of  him,  as  naked  power,  is  sufficient 
to  explain  all  the  acts  which  are  imputed  to  the  king, 
as  well  as  the  slavery  and  cowardice  of  hia  subjects. 
The  story  of  Naboth's  vineyard  sets  forth  in  one 
instance  the  history  of  the  reign.  The  king  desires 
some  land  which  belongs  to  another  man ;  he  is  ready 
to  pay  for  it.  But  Naboth  will  not  sell  the  inheritance 
of  his  fathers.  Ahab  is  wroth  and  will  not  eat  bread. 
Jezebel  wonders  at  hia  weakness.  "Dost  thou  now 
govern  Israel  ?  "  she  aays,  "  Arise  and  be  merry.  I 
will  give  thee  the  vineyard  o£  Naboth  the  Jezreelite." 
The  elders  of  his  city  are  told  in  sealed  letters  to  pro- 
claim a  fast,  to  set  up  Naboth  on  high  among  the  people 
and  to  say,  "  Thou  didst  blaspheme  God  and  the  king." 
The  command  is  faithfully  executed.  Naboth  is  stoned 
till  he  dies.  Ahab  enters  and  takes  possession.  Here, 
as  elsewhere,  the  man  has  still  a  troublesome  conscience 
checking  an  evil  will.  "  I  dare  not  waits  upon  I 
would."  The  female  adviser  cuts  the  knot.  She  sees 
what  his  heart  is,  and  if  he  haa  power,  what  would 
hinder  him  from  carrying  hia  purpose  into  act  ?  She 
is  perfectly  sure  that  the  nobles  of  the  city  will  not 
refuse  obedience  to  a  request  of  their  master,  if  it  only 
iuvolvea  perjury  and  murder.  The  king  and  queen 
avail  themselves  of  a  rehgious  act,  as  the  moat  obvious 
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and  easy  means  of  accomplishing  and  hallowing  their 
design.  And  ib  was  the  moat  fitting  means  of  accom- 
plishing such  a  design.  It  showed  how  deeds  of  this 
kind  are  generated  and  made  possible.  The  worshippsr 
has  made  a  god  in  whom  ho  sees  nothing  but  cruelty 
and  self-will.  There  is  an  eternal  law  which  binds 
him  to  exhibit  the  image  of  that  God  in  himself. 

Ahab  and  Jezebel  and  these  elders  of  Jezreel,  who  | 
6  no  unfair  representatives  of  the  tribes  generally, 
enable  us  to  understand  the  character  and  work  of 
Elijah.     He  ia  as  different  from  the  men  of  whom  I 
apoke  last  Sunday,  aa  Baal  worship  ia  different  from  the 
earlier  worship  against  which  they  bore  witness.     One 
difference   is  indicated  in  my  test  and  may  be  traced 
through  the  history.     Elijah  speaks  with  repeated  and 
continual  emphasis  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  as  opposed 
to  the  God  of  Ekron.     The  foreign  Phceuician  worship 
is  denounced,  in  that  character.    I  draw  your  attention 
to  this  circumstance,  because  it  has  given  rise  to  an 
objection  like  that  of   which   I   spoke  a  week   ago. 
"  Everything,"  it  ia  said,  "  in  these  Jewish  records  is 
exclusive  and  national.     The   least  intrusion  of  new 
ideas, — even  if  they  are  more  elevated  and  less  animal 
than  those  which  preceded  them,  and  which  in  part 
they  displace, — must  be  carefully  watched  and  vehe- 
mently resisted.     What  is  attempted  in  a  great  apher 
and  yet  unsuccessfully,  by  the  ministers  of  the  Celesti 
'     Empire,   was   attempted    on    a  very  small   scale 
^L    Palestine;    the  Prophets  were  the    protectors  of   the 
^M    old  traditions  of  their  little  commonwealth  from  any 
^H    external  refinementa." 

^m  In  what  sense  this  charge  is  tme ;  in  what  sense 

^M    Elijah  was  a  witness  for  a  national  God;  how  far  he 
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WM  there/ore  a  witness  for  a  local  exclutite  God, 
for  a  dead  tradition  of  the  past,  the  recorik  conceraiDg;  | 
him  must  determine. 

The  fint  of  these  records  is  contained  in  the  17tk 
chapter  of  the  Ist  Book  of  Kingg.  "  Elijah  the  Tish- 
bite  Baid  anto  Ahab,  As  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth, 
|j<;fore  wboEQ  I  xtand,  there  shall  not  be  dew  nor  rain 
thesti  yearn,  bat  according  to  my  word."  A  strange 
Hpeech  certainly  to  be  reported  of  a  man  of  whom  as 
yut  we  have  heard  nothing.  What  had  beea  passings 
i[i  his  mind  np  to  that  day,  what  he  had  to  do  with 
Ahab,  how  be  came  to  think  that  dew  or  rain  wonld 
obey  bis  commEindfl,  we  are  not  told.  We  are  to  judge 
of  these  things  as  we  can.  Our  only  help  for  judging 
of  them,  lies  in  the  words  themselves.  And  tijere  is 
the  fseoret  j  "As  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth  before 
whom  I  stand."  Here  we  have  the  key  to  the  educa- 
tion and  faith  of  Elijah,  as  well  as  to  his  relation  with 
the  king  of  Israel.  "I  have  learot  that  there  is  a 
Lord  God  of  Israel  and  that  He  lives,  and  that  I  am  in 
His  presence.  I  am  sure  that  He  is  my  Guide  and 
'I'oaclier  and  Judge ;  I  am  sure  that  He  is  the  Guide 
find  Tt'iichor  and  Judge  of  this  land  and  of  its  king. 
And  tliiH,  Ahab,  is  juat  what  thou  dost  not  believe,  just 
what  thnu  by  thine  acts  art  denying.  Thou  believeat 
in  a  lord  or  in  many  lords,  far  off  from  thee,  exercising 
110  government  over  thy  actions,  enforcing  no  duties 
upon  thee  towards  thy  subjects ;  a  lord  seated  some- 
where in  the  clouds,  or  on  the  summit  of  some  hill ;  a 
olouiU  com  poller,  a  giver  of  dew  or  rain  when  yonr 
offerings  please  him,  or  when  of  mere  sovereignty  he 
chooses  to  doit.  And  I  toll  you  that  it  is  not  this  lord 
or  theae  lords  who  send  rain  and  dew ;  but  that  it  is 
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the  God  of  yoa  and  of  your  fathers,  the  God  who  haa 
ordained  the  cooTBe  of  seasons,  who  haa  appoiEted 
summer  and  winter,  aeed-time  and  harvest,  who  has  ap- 
pointed you  to  till  the  land  upon  which  His  rain  descends 
and  His  san  shines ;  who  claims  first  of  all  your  trust 
and  yonr  obedience,  since  though  you  stand  as  I  stand 
before  Him,  it  is  not  your  eyes  that  will  tell  you  of 
Him ;  you  must  believe  in  Him  if  you  would  know  Him. 
I  And  as  a  sign  and  witness  that  it  is  even  so,  I  declare 
to  you,  that  the  rain  and  the  dew  shall  not  come  except 
at  the  word  of  me,  a  poor,  insignificant,  unknown  man, 
by  whom  it  pleases  God  to  declare  what  He  is,  and 
what  the  being  whom  he  has  formed  in  His  image  is 
'  meant  to  be,"  Herein  consists  the  force  of  this  auda- 
I  ciouB  sentence.  It  at  once  proclaims  that  relation 
between  the  unseen  God  and  the  spirit  of  man,  which 
Jezebel's  priests  by  their  services,  and  Ahab  by  his 
tyrannical  acts,  were  alike  setting  at  naught. 

The  Lord  God  of  Israel,  then,  is  declared  by  Elijah 
to  be  in  His  very  nature  the  present  God,  the  "  God 
with  them"  just  as  much  as  he  had  been  with  Jacob 
when  be  wrestled  with  the  Angel,  and  He  put  on  him 
his  new  name.  Let  us  see  what  the  next  pass^e  of 
Elijah's  story  tells  uB  about  the  limitation  or  exclusive- 
ness  of  this  belief.  It  is  the  passage  upon  which  our  Lord 
commented  when  He  was  standing  in  the  Synagogue 
of  Nazareth.  "  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,"  He  said,  "  many 
widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of  Blias,  when  the 
heaven  was  shut  up  three  years  and  six  months,  when 
great  famine  was  throughout  all  the  land.  But  unto 
none  of  them  was  Elias  sent,  save  unto  Sarepta,  a  city 
of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow."  So  that 
the  person  from  whom  Elijah  was  to  receive  sustenance^ 
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and  wbom,  as  &  return  for  that  favour,  he  waa  to' 
teach  trust  in  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  that  her  bam 
of  meal  should  not  waste,  neither  her  cruse  of  oil  fail 
was  a  woman  of  that  vei-y  country  from  which  Jezebel' 
had  come — the  very  country  from  which  the  Baat' 
worship  had  been  imported.  The  Lord  God  of  the 
nation,  then,  was  one  in  whom  the  weak  and  poor 
of  all  nations  might  conSde — one  from  whom,  they 
might  ask  their  daily  bread,  and  on  whom  they  might 
cast  their  heaviest  cares.  It  is  this  same  woman  to 
whose  sou,  as  we  are  told  in  the  next  paragraph,  Elijah. 
restored  life.  He  who  testified  that  man  did  not  livB 
from  hour  to  hour  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God,  testified  alsOj 
;md  as  in  the  former  case  to  a  stranger  from  the  com- 
monwealth of  Israel,  that  God  can  give  back  that  life 
which  He  has  taken  away.  The  poor  woman  of  Sidon 
learnt  the  amazing  lesson,  that  the  power  which  she 
had  looked  upon  as  emphatically  the  destroyer,  ia 
warring  with  death,  and  can  win  a  victory  over  it,  not 
for  some  great  and  holy  person,  but  for  her  whose  sins 
had  been  brought  to  her  remembrance  by  the  presence 
of  the  prophet  and  the  death  of  her  child. 

Elijah  on  Mount  Carmel,  surrounded  by  all  Israel, 
while  the  prophets  of  the  groves,  and  those  that  ate  at 
Jezebel's  table,  were  offering  their  buUockSj  or  crying 
"  0  Baal,  hear  us  !  "  and  leaping  upon  the  altars,  and 
cutting  themselves  with  knives,  is  a  picture  with 
which  we  are  all  familiar.  If  you  try  to  recall  the 
impression  which  it  has  made  upon  you,  I  think  you 
will  feel  that  it  has  not  proceeded  mainly  from  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  fire  which  came  forth  to  con- 
sume Elijah's  sacriiice,  but  from  the  contrast  between 
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the  fever  and  restlessness  of  the  priests,  and  the  calm- 
ness and  minute  regularity  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  prophet.  *'  He  took  twelve  stones,  according  to 
the  number  of  the  tribes  of  the  sons  of  Jacob,  unto 
whom  the  word  of  the  Lord  came,  saying,  '  Israel  shall 
be  thy  name.'  And  with  the  stones  he  built  an  altar 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  he  made  a  trench  about 
the  altar  as  great  as  would  contain  two  measures  of 
seed.  And  he  put  the  wood  in  order,  and  cut  the  bul- 
lock in  pieces,  and  laid  him  on  the  wood,  and  said, 
*  Fill  four  barrels  with  water,  and  pour  it  on  the  burnt 
sacrifice,  and  on  the  wood.'  And  he  said,  '  Do  it  the 
second  time.'  And  they  did  it  the  second  time.  And 
he  said,  *  Do  it  the  third  time.'  And  they  did  it  the 
third  time.  And  the  water  ran  round  about  the  altar ; 
and  he  filled  the  trench  also  with  water.  And  it  came 
to  pass  at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacri- 
fice, that  Elijah  the  prophet  came  near,  and  said,  '  Lord 
Ood  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Israel,  let  it  be 
known  .this  day  that  Thou  art  God  in  Israel,  and  that  I 
am  Thy  servant,  and  that  I  have  done  all  these  things 
at  Thy  word.  Hear  me,  0  Lord,  hear  me,  that  this 
people  may  know  that  Thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and 
that  Thou  hast  turned  their  hearts  back  again.' " 

To  testify  by  the  form  of  the  altar  that  the  people 
were  even  then  a  portion  of  the  twelve  tribes,  that 
they  were  united  in  God's  sight,  though  visibly  sepa- 
rated by  the  sins  of  men,  was  one  great  part  of  Elijah's 
work.  But  it  was  not  a  less  important  part  of  his 
duty  to  remind  the  people,  that  God  had  appointed  the 
method  and  time  of  the  sacrifice ;  that  prayer  to  Him 
,  was  not  a  violent  effort  to  bring  about  some  mighty 
result  desired  by  the  worshipper,  but  was  an  act  of 
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quiet  obedience — of  self-surrender ;  all  its  eamestneaa 
being  derived  from  a  belief  in  the  willingness  of  God. 
to  make  His  creature  that  which  without  Him  he 
cannot  be.  "  0  Lord  God,  turn  the  heart  of  this  people 
back  again  !  They  are  in  an  unnaturalj  disorderly  con- 
dition ;  they  are  trying  to  be  independent  of  Thee. 
And  they  have  so  fixed  and  rooted  themselves  in  that 
which  is  false,  that  they  cannot  break  loose  from  it.. 
The  evil  power  to  which  they  have  done  homage,  holds 
them  fast  bound  in  his  fetters.  Good  has  become  evil 
to  them  J  evil  has  become  good.  Ruler  of  the  heart 
and  reins,  who  desirest  good,  and  nothing  but  good  for 
them,  make  them  reasonable  beings — restore  them  to 
the  state  of  men  I "  To  this  prayer  the  fire  was  an 
answer.  It  came  down  as  a  witness  that  God  Himself 
is  the  anthor  as  well  as  the  acceptor  of  every  sacrifice, 
that  all  fire  moat  be  false  which  He  has  not  kindled. 

And  then  we  are  told  that  Elijah  performed  another 
sacrifice.  The  people  who  exclaimed,  "  The  Lord  Ho 
is  God,"  of  course  regarded  the  priests,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  make  their  god  hear,  with  a  rage  corre- 
sponding to  their  previous  reverence.  And  so  it  is  said 
Elijah  was  able  to  slay  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  them, 
Ahab  consenting  to  their  death,  or  fearing  to  prevent 
it.  A  fearfal  vengeance  surely !  Does  the  thought 
occur  to  you,  "  If  this  book  be,  as  is  alleged,  not  a  mere 
history  of  that  which  is  strange  and  exceptional,  but  a 
revelation  o£  permanent  laws  and  principles,  may  not 
this  act  be  pleaded  in  justification  of  any,  even  the 
most  outrageous  punishment  of  worshippers,  false,  or 
thought  to  be  false,  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  any 
age  of  the  Christian  Church  ?"  I  answer,  I  conceive 
this  story  is  a  revelation  of  permanent  principles,  just 


M 


I 


I 


KLTJATT  UNDEB  THS   JUKIPEB  TBEB.  137 

as  I  believe  Elijah's  declaration  that  there  should  be 
no  rain  nor  dew,  or  his  commanding  the  widow's  erase 
not  to  fail,  is  the  revelation  of  a  permanent  principle. 
The  one  shows  forth  God's  indignation  against  those 
who  corrupt  and  demoralise  a  nation  by  trading  in 
religious  arts  and  fears, — ^jast  as  the  others  show  God's 
continaal  government  over  the  outward  aniverse,  and 
His  protecting  care  over  every  person  who  dwells  in  it. 
The  method  in  which  the  revelation  of  these  tmths 
was  made  belongs  to  a  peculiar  period  of  the  world's 
history.  In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said  to  belong  to 
the  whole  Jewish  dispensation,  including  in  that  the 
period  down  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  In 
another  sense  it  belonged  to  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  time  in  which  Elijah  was  living.  We  do  not 
need  to  have  prophets  executing  these  purposes  of  the 
divine  government,  which  famines,  pestilences,  revo- 
lutions execute  without  them,  or  those  which  are 
accomplished  through  the  intervention  of  the  ordinary 
ministers  of  health  and  nourishment.  But  if  no  pro- 
phet had  ever  been  commissioned  to  do  one  kind  of 
work  as  well  as  the  other,  we  should  not  have  known 
to  whom  we  might  refer  them.  An  infinite  darkness 
would  have  rested  both  upon  human  and  natural  pro- 
ceedings, which  except  through  our  own  fault  and 
unwillingness  to  profit  by  Qod'a  illumination,  does  not 
rest  upon  them  now. 

Then  we  are  told,  Jezebel  swore  by  her  gods  that 
she  would  make  Elijah  hke  one  of  those  prophets  whom 
he  had  slain.  "  And  he  went  a  day's  journey  into  the 
wOdemess  and  eat  under  a  juniper  tree :  and  said, 
'  Lord,  take  now  my  life ;  for  I  am  not  better  than  mj 
fathers.' "  They  had  passed  away  from  the  earth  j  why 
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VM  Iw  to  riaj  npon  it  in  strife  with  aS  with  i 
had  to  do,  with  ft  commiEEioD  to  destroy,  hat  not  i 
feetaed  h&Ting  one  frieDd  who  cared  for  him  or  coaU 
feci  with  him  ?     Then  food  wax  proTided  for  hiro ; 
foDod  there  was  One  who  knew  bis  wants  and  coatd 
•ativff  them.     He  went  in  the  strength  of  that  meat 
towards  Horeb,  where  God  had  once  been  heard  speak- 
ing oDt  of  the  midflt  of  the  €re  those  commandments  J 
which  Hiii  people  were  breaking.    "  And  he  came  into  ai'1 
cave  and  lodged  there.    And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  V 
unto  him  and  said  onto  him,  '  What  doest  tbon  here^  1 
Klijah?'     And  he  fiaid  unto  Him, 'I  have  been  very  J 
jonliios  for  the  Lord  QoH  of  Hosts :  for  the  children  of  I 
iHrael  have  forsaken  thy  covenant,  thrown  down  thioe'^ 
altarB,  and  slain  t!iy  prophets  with  the  sword.     And  I, , 
eviin  I  only,  am  left ;  and  they  seek  my  life  to  take  it 
away.' "     And  Ho  said,  "  Go  forth,  and  stand  npon  the 
mount  before  the  Lord.     And,  behold,  the  Lord  passed 
by.     And  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent  the  mountains, 
and   hrnke  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the  Lord.     But 
the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind.     And  after  the  wind  an 
njirl.fi(imi,ke;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake. 
And  after  the  earthquake  a  fire ;  but  the  Lord  was  not 
in  the  fire.     And  after  the  fire  a  still  small  voice.     And 
it  Oftine  to  pass  that  when  Elijah  heard  it  he  went  and 
wrappud  his  face  in  his  mantle,  and  went  out,  and  stood 
iu  tlio  entering  in  of  the  cave." — 1  Kings  six.  9-13. 

There  are  those  who  think  that  Elijah  exceeded  his 
ooiomisBion  when  he  destroyed  the  Priests  of  Baal  [  that 
this  was  one  of  the  self-willed  acts,  which  tlif  Scripture 
records,  sometimes  witli  no  commentary  but  that  which 
nuLiHequont  events  supply,  of  its  noblest  heroes.  I  have 
not  adopted  that  view  of  the  subject.     I  have  not  seen 
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any  occasion  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  one.  But 
though  I  do  not  read  in  this  story  of  Elijah's  deep 
despondency  the  condemnation  of  his  last  act^  I  do  see 
in  it  the  natural  effects  of  any  great  exercise  of  des- 
tructive power, — ^perhaps  of  power  at  all, — upon  the 
mind  of  him  to  whom  it  has  been  entrusted.  The 
fiense  of  exhaustion,  the  cry,  '*  I  am  not  better  than  my 
fathers,''  though  I  have  done  such  wonders,  the  hope- 
lessness of  the  future  becoming  all  the  more  deep  from 
the  apparently  useless  triumph  that  had  been  won 
already, — surely  every  prophet  must  have  these  bitter 
experiences  if  he  is  not  to  sink  into  a  Baal-worshipper, 
«nd  after  all  to  regard  the  God  of  Truth  and  Eighteous- 
ness  merely  as  a  God  of  Might.  Elijah,  though  he 
wrought  so  many  miracles,  was  comparatively  still  a 
novice  when  he  sat  down  under  the  juniper  tree. 
When  he  left  the  cave  he  was  an  initiated  man.  He 
had  thought  that  the  earthquake,  the  fire,  the  wind 
that  rent  the  mountains,  must  be  the  great  witnesses  of 
the  Lord.  But  He  was  not  in  them.  Not  they ;  but 
the  still  small  voice  had  that  awe  in  it  which  forced 
the  prophet  to  cover  his  face  with  his  mantle.  What 
«  blessed  and  a  beautiful  conclusion  of  all  the  past  his- 
tory I  What  an  interpretation  of  its  meaning  I  The 
glaring  outward  signs  which  the  priests  of  Jezebel 
nought  for,  were  feeble ;  the  living  power  which  spoke 
to  the  heart  within, — this  only  demanded  and  compelled 
reverence.  He  who  could  send  bread  to  the  woman  of 
Zarephath  was  indeed  the  God  who  answered  by  fire. 

And  now  the  prophet  was  prepared  for  two  lessons 
of  deep  humiliation,  and  therefore  of  unspeakable  com- 
fort. He  had  supposed  he  was  alone  in  his  witness 
for  God.     It  was  a  thought  of  anguish,  and  yet  it  was 


THE   WHIBLWIND. 


[w 


a  thoaght  of  pride.  He  felt  the  misery  of  solitude, 
yet  there  was  a  elf- exaltation  in  it.  "  I  alone  am  left; 
Eind  they  seek  my  life,"  No  !  there  are  seven  thonsand 
who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  Is  it  so,  in- 
deed ?  What,  Elijah  the  great  prophet,  after  all  does 
not  know  more  than  a  mnltitnde  beside  I  He  is  not 
more  faithful  than  they  are !  God  has  called  them  as 
well  as  him.  Who  can  tell  whether  Elijah  could  have 
borne  that  discovery  a  few  hours  before  ?  The  atill 
small  voice  bad  made  it  the  moat  blessed  of  all  dis- 
coveries. That  voice  had  tanght  him  not  to  care 
whether  he  was  better  than  his  fathers,  or  better  than 
hia  brethren ;  to  desire  only  that  God  might  be  glorified 
in  hia  strength  and  in  his  notbingnesB. 
"-  This  lesson  referred  to  the  present.  The  other  con- 
cerned the  future.  Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat,  and 
Jehu  the  eon  of  Nimshi,  were  to  finish  the  work  which 
he  had  left  undone.  He  was  wanted  no  longer;  God 
had  other  men, — one  of  them  hia  servant,  the  other  a 
wild  captain  of  the  host, — who  could  bear  a  witness 
which  he  had  not  been  able  to  bear.  Was  not  this  a 
message  of  humiliation  ?  Bat  was  there  not  in  it  snch 
comfort  as  no  other  could  have  brought  ?  His  task  was 
over ;  he  might  leave  the  world  in  which  he  had  fought 
80  hard  a  fight,  certain  that  he  and  the  world  were  both 
in  God's  hands,  whithersoever  he  might  go,  in  whatever 
manner  he  might  be  taken. 

Once  convinced  of  that,  it  signified  not  whether  he 
died  the  most  lingering  death  or  was  carried  in  a 
whirlwind  into  heaven.  There  are  those  who  dwell 
on  the  story  of  his  departure,  as  if  it  were  worthy  of 
more  wonder  and  were  more  divine  than  all  the  events 
of  his  life.     I  cannot  think  so.     I  do  not  pretend  to 
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i  understand  that  story.  I  do  not  desire  to  explain  it 
away.  I  receive  it  in  all  the  vagaeneas  witli  which 
the  Scripture  has  left  it  surrounded,  as  one  of  the 
testimonies  which  it  pleased  God  to  bear  to  the  old 
world  of  a  truth  which  we  receive,  since  Christ  has 
risen  and  ascended  on  high,  as  belonging  not  to  some 
special  saint,  but  to  all  beings  who  bear  the  flesh 
which  He  took.  And  when  you  are  disposed  to  dwell 
upon  that  which  is  peculiar  in  the  history  of  Elijah, 
that  which  is  not  vouchsafed  to  ua  in  this  age,  turn  to 
these  words  :  "  And  it  came  to  pass  about  an  eight 
days  after  these  sayings,  Jeaus  took  Peter  and  John  and 
Jamea,  and  went  up  into  a  mountain  to  pray.  And  as 
He  prayed,  the  fashion  of  His  countenance  was  altered, 
and  His  raiment  was  white  and  glistering.  And,  be- 
hold there  talked  with  Him  two  men,  which  were 
Moses  and  Ebaa :  who  appeared  in  glory,  and  spake  of 
His  decease  which  He  should  accomplish  at  Jerusalem." 
There  is  then  something  more  glorious  than  translation. 
So  Elijah  told  the  disciples ;  so  he  tells  us.  The  death 
of  a  malefactor,  the  death  of  the  cross  ;  this  in  the  eyes 
of  saints  and  angels  is  far  more  glorious.  This  breaks 
down  all  distinctions,  this  exhibits  the  eternal  Son  of 
God  uniting  Himself  with  the  weakness  and  the  death 
of  every  creature.  This  makes  it  a  shame  to  wish  that 
there  were  any  other  way  into  the  full  and  open  presence 
of  God,  than  the  one  which  He  has  consecrated.  And 
in  this  Cross,  we  see  Righteouanesa  and  Wisdom  and 
Love,  triumphing  over  al!  forms  of  human  and  natural 
power ;  claiming  them  as  the  servants,  claiming  us  as  the 

I  children,  of  Him  of  whom  Moses  and  Elijah  and  every 
prophet  in  the  whole  world  bore  witness  while  they  were 
on  earth,  and  bear  witness  now  in  their  glory. 
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conaciences  by  religious  deception  a,  or  to  their  sense  of 
mysterious  powers  in  tlie  n&taral  world  bj  philosopliic^ 
deceptiona.  ■ 

fiat  the  Jewish  prophet,  as  we  hsTe  found  h'Tn  in  j 
the  Scriptnre  records  which  we  hare  gone  through, 
was  not  primarily  or  characteristically  a  foreteller. 
The  essence  of  his  office  did  not  lie  in  what  he  an- 
nounced respecting  the  future,  thongh  he  might  speak 
of  it  very  decisively  and  authoritatively.  Nor  did  he 
seek  to  draw  any  special  wonder  to  himself  as  an 
improviser,  thongh  he  might  be  called  upon  to  speak 
out  at  once  on  great  emergencies  that  which  had  been 
pub  into  his  heart.  But  the  sole  power  which  the 
prophet  poHMeaaed  of  declaring  that  which  should  be, 
arose  from  his  knowledge  of  that  which  had  been  and 
which  was.  He  meditated  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  that  law  did  he  exercise  himself  day  and  night. 
In  this  exercise  he  learnt  what  was  in  conformity 
with  the  law,  what  was  contrary  to  it.  In  this 
exercise  ho  learot  to  believe  in  a  divine  Teacher  and  to 
commune  with  Him;  to  believe  in  Him  aaapermanent 
and  continual  Teacher,  as  the  guide  of  his  own  heart ; 
to  believe  that  all  other  men's  hearts  were  right  so 
long  oa  thoy  were  under  the  same  guidance,  and  wrong 
when  they  were  breaking  loose  from  it.  The  fruits  of 
revolt  hia  inwai-d  monitor  enabled  him  to  foresee  and 
to  predict.  The  prediction  might  take  a  general  form 
and  point  to  a  distant  issue,  or  a  number  of  issues;  it 
might  speak  of  that  which  was  definite  and  immediate. 
Tliere  would  be  the  same  proof  in  both  cases  that 
the  word  came  from  a  hidden  source  and  from  a  moral 
being;  a  proof  addressed  to  the  conscience  of  the 
hearer,  seeing  that  the  prediction  would  always  come 
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forth  with  some  warning  respecting  his  actnal  conduct, 
some  denunciation  of  an  idolatrous  or  nnrighteoua  act. 
Everything  then  that  was  sadden  in  these  utterances, 
bore  witness  to  previous  trains  of  thoughts  and  habits 
of  reflection.  So  far  from  wishing  to  deny  the  exis- 
tence of  these,  as  if  they  interfered  with  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  inspiration,  the  prophet  would  be  grieved  if 
i  hearer  did  not  give  him  credit  for  them.  If  his 
utterances  seem  to  be  fortuitons,  they  could  not  bear 
the  witness  which  he  desired  they  should  bear  of  a 
permanent  ruler;  they  could  not  remind  the  listener 
of  the  deep  fountain  from  which  they  had  proceeded,  or 
encourage  him  to  ask  in  wonder  and  awe,  whether 
that  fountain  was  not  also  in  himself. 

The  knowledge  of  passing  events,  too,  would  be 
songht  for,  not  declined,  by  the  true  prophet.  He  had 
no  need  to  bandage  hia  eyes  that  the  spectator  might 
be  sure  he  derived  his  insight  from  some  other  sourca 
than  actual  observation.  He  might  observe,  he  was 
bound  to  observe,  whatever  came  before  him  in  any 
?ay,  from  any  quarter.  All  facts  wepe  to  him  signs  of 
a  divine  purpose,  solemn  indications  of  truth  which 
they  could  not  themselves  make  known,  but  which 
nevertheless  lay  in  the  heart  of  them,  and  which  God 
could  discover  to  the  patient  and  faithful  seeker. 

Nor  can  I  suppose  that  the  knowledge  which  the 

■wise  king  is  said  to  have  possessed  of  trees  and  plants, 

from  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  to  the  hyssop  upon  the  wall, 

so  far  as  the  means  of  obtaining  it  lay  within  their 

reach,  would  have  been  scorned  or  scouted  by  these 

^      men  of  God.     They  might  not  have  had  much  of  it ; 

ft     probably  mnch  less  than  the  soothsayers  and  magicians 

H     of  Egypt  or  Assyria;  less  perhaps  of  traditional  in- 
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formatioD  OD  such  matters  than  the  PfatBnIcian  priei 
of  Jezebel's  conrt.  But  what  they  had  they  woolct 
make  use  of ;  looking  rather  to  the  secret  powers  of 
things  than  to  their  outward  mechaniam;  referring 
the  former  in  all  caaea  to  the  government  of  &  personal 
being;  beheving  that  in  many,  perhapa  in  most,  caaeu 
they  were  snbject  to  man  as  His  vicegerent. 

Suppoaingthehabitnal  belief  andwork  of  theprophet 
to  have  been  of  this  kind,  it  does  not  seem  very  strange 
that  he  should  have  been  an  educator  of  others,  or  that 
ono  main  object  of  his  education  should  have  been  to 
fit  them  for  the  exercke  of  functions  like  his  own.  It 
would  have  been  the  most  glaring  contradiction  to  all 
his  professions  if  he  hiid  regarded  the  prophetical 
power  as  something  bestowed  for  his  honour,  a  gift  to 
separate  Lim  from  the  rest  of  the  people.  In  a  prophet 
of  Baal  such  an  opinion  would  have  been  most 
natural;  in  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  it 
would  have  been  most  detestable.  God  had  given  Hia 
law  to  tlie  whole  nation.  All  were  under  it ;  therefore 
all  might  study  it  and  delight  themselves  in  it.  It 
was  a  law  which  imported  a  government  over  the  inner 
man,  over  the  conscience  and  heart  and  will.  The 
conscience  and  heart  and  will  of  every  man  might  be 
awakened  to  know  the  nature  of  this  government,  to 
receive  light  from  the  source  of  light.  And  since 
light  ia  given  that  it  may  be  communicated,  since  it 
shines  into  a  mind  that  it  may  shine  forth  from  that 
mind,  there  was  no  reason  why  any  one  of  the  Lord's 
people  should  not  be  a  prophet.  It  could  not  indeed 
be  taken  for  granted  that  everyone  would  be  so.  He 
who  worketh  all  things  according  to  the  counsel  of  His 
own  will,  might  determine  otherwise ;  He  might  have 


IX.]  THE  TEACHEB  OF  ALL  OBDEBS.  147 

other  work  for  His  servant  to  do  different  from  that 
of  denouncing  the  sins  of  king  or  priest  or  people,  or 
of  revealing  God^s  judgments  and  the  blessings  that 
would  come  out  of  them.  But  the  training  of  the 
prophet  would  not  be  less  suitable  for  those  other 
works.  It  would  teach  the  king  the  ground  of  his 
authority,  his  relations  to  those  whom  he  governed,  his 
responsibility  for  the  government  of  them.  It  would 
teach  the  elders  of  the  city  that  they  were  not  to  obey 
the  commands  of  an  evil  woman,  when  she  told  them 
to  charge  an  innocent  man  with  blaspheming  God 
and  the  king,  that  she  might  get  possession  of  his 
inheritance.  It  would  teach  the  priests  that  they 
were  not  to  pollute  the  sacrifices  of  God,  or  offer  them 
to  devils  and  not  to  Him.  It  would  teach  the  owners 
of  the  land,  that  the  land  was  held  by  them,  of  Him 
who  had  committed  it  to  them  in  trust  for  the  good  of 
His  whole  people.  It  would  teach  the  seller  the  sin  of 
having  the  false  measure  and  the  bag  of  deceitful 
weights.  It  would  teach  the  master  the  sin  of  op- 
pressing the  hireling  in  his  wages.  It  would  teach  all 
that  they  were  the  members  of  one  commonwealth, 
over  which  a  higher  than  Ahab  or  Jehoram  was  ruling, 
and  who  could  and  would  set  aside  their  rule  to  assert 
His  own. 

The  sons  of  the  prophets  then  were  a  continual  witness 
to  the  Israelites  against  certain  errors  into  which  they 
were  apt  to  fall  respecting  the  prophetical  office.  The 
man  of  God  might  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
separate  being,  cut  off  by  the  awf  ulness  of  his  character 
and  dignity  from  the  rest  of  his  countrymen ;  an  object 
of  distant  admiration  or  dread,  not  an  example  of 
what  they  ought  to  be.    These  men^  taken  from  among 
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tliemEelTes,  and  associated  with  him,  declared  that  li 
was  only  withdrawn  from  their  communion,  that  he'" 
might  the  better  claim  privileges  for  them  which  they 
were  in  hazard  of  losing ;  that  he  was  only  chosen  out 
by  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  that  he  might  the  more 
clearly  understand,  and  help  them  to  nnderstand,  their 
national  calling.  If  he  did  any  strange  acts  or  put 
forth  any  marvellous  powers,  the  people  would  see  that 
they  were  exercised  not  in  his  own  name,  but  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  God ;  not  for  his  sake,  but  for  theirs ; 
since  some  very  humble  person,  scarcely  distinguished 
by  a  name,  known  only  as  one  of  an  order,  could  per- 
form some  of  the  most  important  and  perilous  tasks 
which  were  committed  to  his  master.  If  the  sons  of 
the  prophets  were  entrusted  with  messages  like  that 
which  one  of  them  bore  to  Jeha,  a  proof  would  be 
given  that  the  prophet  was  merely  declaring  and  carry- 
ing out  a  purpose  which  must  be  accomplished ;  he  did 
not  go  himself  to  plot  against  an  ezisting  order,  or  to 
earn  the  favour  of  some  particular  chieftain. 

The  repeated  allusions  to  these  sons  of  the  prophets 
in  the  story  of  Elisha,  are  specially  worthy  of  note 
because  there  are  more  passages  in  that  story  which 
favour  the  notion  that  the  man  of  God  is  a  worker  of 
prodigies  and  portents,  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Bible. 
I  do  not  mean  that  there  is  any  great  number  of  those 
stories.  Open  at  hazard  the  life  of  almost  any  con- 
spicQoua  saint  in  the  Middle  Ages,  and  you  will  find 
five  miracles  attributed  to  him  for  one  that  is  given  to 
Elisha.  Of  those  that  are  given  to  him,  the  greater 
part  are  of  the  same  character  with  those  which  we 
have  considered  hitherto.  He  teaches  the  Syrian  leper 
that  there   is  a  God  in  Israel  who  can  deliver  from 
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plagnea  and  restore  healthj  as  well  as  the  more  precious 
and  humbling  leBSon,  that  a  prophet  does  not  work  by 
enchantments ;  that  a  man  cannot  purchase  the  mercy 
and  favouP  of  God  by  great  acta  and  sacrifices ;  that  a 
simple  word,  simply  obeyed,  carries  with  it  a  power 
which  does  not  lie  in  Abana  and  Pharpar,  the  rivers 
of  Damascus,  no,  nor  in  Jordan,  the  river  of  Palestine. 
Elisha  testifies  that  man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  moulii 
of  God,  when  he  sets  before  a  hundred  men  twenty 
loaves  of  bread.  He  signifies  that  there  are  instru- 
ments, and  those  natural  instruments,  which  by  the 
power  of  God  may  remove  the  efEects  of  poison,  and 
heal  the  springs  of  waters.  Finally,  he  raises  the  son 
of  the  Shunammite  woman  to  life ;  the  story  of  this 
raising  being  no  mere  repetition  of  that  which  is 
ascribed  to  his  master,  but  one  fall  of  distinct  and 
living  incidents,  suggesting  far  more  to  the  heart, 
respecting  the  love  of  God  and  the  way  in  which  He 
uses  His  creatures  aa  the  ministers  of  His  love,  than  it 
suggests  to  the  understanding,  respecting  the  peculiar 
gifts  of  Elisha.  This,  I  say,  is  the  general  character  of 
these  records ;  and  the  more  strong  one's  apprehension 
is  of  the  degradation  of  the  Israelitish  people  at  that 
time,  of  their  low  sensual  idolatry,  of  their  reverence 
for  evil  powers, — the  more  one  feels  how  acts  of  this 
kind  must  have  been  needed  to  counteract  their  ma- 
terialism, to  undermine  their  religion  of  fraud  and 
hatred,  to  establish,  as  no  words  or  arguments  could, 
the  proof  of  an  actual  and  a  gracious  ruler. 

But  there  are  some  deeds  attributed  to  Elisha — I 
allude  especially  to  the  cursing  of  the  chOdren  at 
Bethel — of  which  I  have  never  heard  any  explanation 
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that  aeemed  to  me  satisfactory.  It  ia  eaej  to  dispoi 
of  sncli  narratives  by  saying  that  they  accord  with  t! 
character  of  the  Old  Testameut  though  not  of  the  Newg 
but  as  I  have  not  availed  myself  of  that  plea  in  oth 
cases  I  cannot  in  this.  The  old  dispensation,  I  believf 
reveals  the  same  God  as  the  new ;  leas  perieclly,  n« 
doubt,  oftentimes  through  clonds  which  the  risen  i 
has  scattered,  but  a  God  exhibiting  righteoosnei 
mercy,  truth  ;  demanding  them  of  His  creatures  j  cul^ 
tivating  them  in  all  who  submit  themselves  to  1~ 
and  acknowledge  Him  as  their  Lord.  Nor  can  1  n 
resolve  the  difficulty,  by  telling  yon  that  if  you  a 
the  Bible  as  the  word  of  God,  you  must  take  each  pas 
sage  of  it  as  part  of  the  whole,  without  asking  any 
qnestions.  The  Bible  itself  forces  us  to  ask  a  multitude 
of  questions.  Because  1  receive  it  as  a  revelation  of 
God,  I  am  bound  to  ask  what  it  reveals  concerning 
God.  Because  I  receive  it  as  a  whole  book,  as  a  con- 
tinuous revelation,  I  am  bound  to  ask  how  one  part  of 
it  accords  with  and  interprets  another.  We  must  not 
fear  to  make  this  demand.  It  is  distrusting  the  Bible, 
distrusting  God,  to  have  such  a  fear.  And  when  we 
have  not  found  the  answer  in  any  special  instance,  wa 
should  eay  so  frankly.  It  cannot  shake  our  faith  to 
feel  such  ignorance  and  to  confess  it.  If  there  were  a 
hundred  pn^sages  which  I  was  unable  to  interpret,  but 
which  puzzlud  me  as  to  their  moral  significance,  I  should 
believe  in  the  God  whom  the  rest  revealed  to  me,  and 
ask  Him  to  instruct  me  what  I  should  think  of  them. 
And  this,  I  believe,  in  good  time  He  would  do,  if  I  did 
Hot  lose  my  hold  upon  that  which  I  had,  or  attempt, 
by  hasty  cHorts  of  my  own,  to  grasp  that  which  1  had 
uot,     A  man  who  takes  this  course  is,  I  believe,  in  an 
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infinitely  safer  moral  condition,  and  shows  far  more 
reverence  for  the  Bible,  than  one  who  takes  the  whole 
book  nominally  upon  trust  or  upon  evidence,  and  does 
not  care  what  the  contents  of  it  are,  does  not  strive  to 
bring  them  into  connection  with  himself,  does  not 
desire  to  understand  from  them  what  God  is. 

This  story,  however,  is  not  one  of  a  number  which  I 
find  it  hard  to  reconcile  with  the  general  teaching  of 
the  book.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  another  in  which 
I  perceive  the  same  difficulty.  And  for  that  very  reason, 
instead  of  passing  it  over,  or  offering  some  solution  of 
it, — or,  on  the  other  hand,  pronouncing  it  an  interpola- 
tion, when  I  have  no  proof  to  offer  that  it  is  one, — I 
think  it  is  a  plain  duty  to  profess  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand it,  though  better  persons  may.  And  I  do  so  the 
more  readily,  because  there  are  some  who,  it  seems  to 
me,  interpret  this  passage  with  great  readiness  and  de- 
cision, but  utterly  fail  of  explaining  the  rest  of  Elisha's 
life,  or  the  life  of  any  other  man  of  God  whom  the 
Bible  speaks  of.  The  right  of  a  prophet  in  the  old 
time  to  curse  grown  men  or  children,  the  right  of 
preachers  and  priests  in  this  day  to  imitate  him,  they 
perfectly  apprehend.  It  is  only  when  the  prophet 
comes  forth  as  a  healer,  a  restorer,  a  life-giver,  that  he 
seems  to  be  fulfilling  a  function  uncongenial  to  their 
taste,  and  which  should  be  limited  to  his  own  time. 
When  he  appears  to  be  asserting  the  dignity  of  his  own 
person,  or  at  all  events  of  his  own  office,  by  a  maledic- 
tion, their  spirits  are  in  harmony  with  his ;  they  can 
recognise  his  stern  justice.  When  he  bears  witness 
against  idolatry  and  wrong-doing  in  the  kings  or 
priests,  his  glory  seems  to  depart ;  those  who  chose 
him  for  their  model  before,  prefer  then  to  copy  the 
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men  whom  he  threatened  with  the  divine  retribu- 
tion. 

That  retribation  ia  the  main  subject  of  the  Scripture' 
narrative.  Ehjah  had  told  Ahab  that  the  blood  of 
Naboth  would  be  required  of  bia  house.  His  humilia- ' 
tion  delayed  the  sentence.  His  enemy  who  had  found' 
idna  out,  eeema  thenceforth  to  have  left  him  alone. 
Perhaps  the  great  prophet  passed  the  remainder  of  bia' 
own  days  in  peace.  But  there  were  other  prophets, 
to  torment  Ahab,  and  a  still  greater  number,  freshly 
brought  perhaps  by  Jezebel  from  her  own  land,  to 
deceive  him.  The  lying  spirit  in  their  mouths  drove 
him  to  fiamoth  Gilead,  and  Israel  was  left,  as  Micah 
had  foretold,  withont  a  shepherd.  His  son  Joram  finds 
Elisha  almost  as  terrible  as  his  master  bad  been  to  Ahab. 
Yet  their  relations  were  different.  Joram  ia  iesa  of  a 
Baal  worshipper  thau  his  father.  He  consults  Elisha ; 
is  asked  by  him  why  be  does  not  go  to  the  prophets  of 
his  father  aud  mother ;  still  is  promised  deliverance  and 
victory  in  a  war  which  he  has  undertaken  with  the 
Moabitesj  and  is  saved,  not  once  or  twice,  by  the  pro- 
phet's knowledge  from  the  Syrians.  These  enemies  of 
Israel  look  upon  the  prophet  with  especial  dread.  Ones 
he  ia  surrounded  by  them  ;  but  his  servant  is  permitted 
to  see  invisible  hosts  which  are  on  his  side.  These 
visions,  Elisha'a  acts  of  power,  his  words  of  wisdom, 
the  ruin  which  threatened  the  land  from  the  Syrians, 
its  unexpected  rescue,  are  all  signs  that  the  God  who 
had  made  a  covenant  with  their  fathers,  was  with  the 
king  and  the  people  then.  Trust  was  then  as  alwaya 
what  the  prophets  demanded  of  them.  They  could  not 
trust  too  boldly  or  unreservedly.  To  trust  would  have 
been  to  repent  of  the  calf-worahip,  to  rise  out  of  the 
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brutal  habits  which  it  had  engendered,  to  begin  a  new 
life  as  men.  But  the  custom  of  idolatry  had  destroyed 
trust  in  their  hearts.  They  could  only  worship  and 
tremble.  The  sin  of  the  father  descended  upon  the 
Bon  with  the  weakness  and  cowai'dice,  which  were  the 
frnits  of  it,  increased  tenfold.  At  the  appointed  day 
and  hour  the  vengeance  came,  by  jiiBt  such  an  instm- 
ment  aa  would  seem  likeliest  to  carry  it  out. 

Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi  had  been  declared  to  Elijah 
aa  the  joint  successor  with  EHsha  in  the  work  that  he 
had  left  unperformed.  No  two  men  in  Israel  could  have 
been  more  unlike.  One  cried  to  have  a  double  portion 
of  hia  master's  spirit  j  the  other  was  known  only  as  the 
man  who  drove  furiously.  Yet  Jehu  had  the  kind  of 
faith  which  might  be  expected  in  a  soldier,  somewhat 
reckless,  hut  with  hia  sense  of  right  not  quenched  by 
religious  falsehood.  He  had  heard  the  burden  which 
Ehjah  had  pronounced  on  Ahab,  as  he  aat  with  him  in 
his  chariot,  when  they  entered  the  plot  of  ground  that 
had  been  Naboth's.  He  felt  that  there  was  an  ever- 
lasting truth  in  the  sentence,  and  that  it  must  come  to 
pass.  Who  should  execute  it  he  did  not  know  then. 
When  the  anointing  oil  of  Elisha'a  messenger  had  been 
poured  on  his  head,  and  his  comrades  had  cried, "  Jehu 
is  king,"  all  the  savage  impulses  of  the  soldier  became 
quickened  and  elevated  by  the  feeling  that  he  was  com- 
miaaioned  to  punish  evil-doers  and  assert  justice.  Es- 
teeming himself  a  scourge  of  God,  and  rejoicing  iu  the 
office,  he  gives  full  play  to  all  his  bloody  instincts.  He 
murders  two  kings,  commands  Jezebel  to  be  thrown 
out  of  a  window,  treads  her  under  foot,  then  eats  and 
drinks.  He  looks  with  delight  at  the  heads  of  the 
seventy  royal  children  who  were  slain  at  his  bidding  by 
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the  elders  of  Jezreel ;  he  puts  forty-two  men  to  deathf 
whom  he  meets  coming  into  Samaria;  he  leaves  no! 
oneliving  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  Finally  he  lays  a  plofti 
for  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  calls  them  to  hold  a  feast 
to  their  god,  and  commands  that  none  shall  leave  thft- 
house  in  which,  he  has  shut  them  up  alive. 

It  causes  great  scandal  to  many  amiable  and  worthy 
people  that  the  Scripture  does  not  stop  to  comment 
on  these  atrocities  of  Jehu,  but  appears  to  commend 
his  zeal  and  to  rejoice  that  what  he  began  he  accom- 
plished. I  beheve,  brethren,  that  a  true  portrait  can 
never  be  a  mischievous  one,  and  that  this  is  essentially 
tme.  Nothing  is  said  to  gloas  over  the  ferocity  of 
Jehn ;  it  is  exhibited  broadly,  nakedly ;  you  do  not 
want  words  to  tell  you  that  yon  must  hate  it ;  your- 
impulse,  and  it  is  a  right  one,  is  to  do  so.  But  there 
may  be  in  the  most  ruffianly  and  brutal  characters,, 
not  merely  strength,  not  merely  a  clear  distinct  pur- 
pose and  a  steadiness  in  following  it  out, — qualities 
worthy  of  all  admiration,  wheresoever  and  in  whomso- 
ever they  are  found, — bnt  along  with  these  an  intense 
hatred  of  hypocrisy,  a  determination  to  put  it  down, 
not  for  selfish  ends,  but  because  it  is  hateful ;  which 
determination  is  good  and  inspired  by  God.  The 
Scripture  teaches  us  to  confess  this,  and  by  eo  doing, 
clears,  not  confuses,  all  onr  ethical  conceptions  and 
judgments.  We  do  meet  with  these  characters  iu  the 
world, — characters  with  something  devilish  lying  close 
beside  something  which  is  really  divine.  And  though 
the  devilish  is  the  obtrusive,  and  may  become  the 
pervading,  part  of  the  man's  soul,  you  cannot  help 
feeling  that  the  other  is  in  the  very  depth  of  it,  and 
mai-ks    out   what    he    is    meant    to    be    ;tnd    can    be 
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Honour  it;  confess  tliat  it  is  not  of  earthly  origin; 
that  it  does  not  spring  from  any  dark  root  in  the 
selfish  nature.  Say  boldly,  ''  That  honesty,  that  zeal 
is  from  above ;  it  has  the  sign  of  a  celestial  parentage ; 
just  so  far  as  that  governs  him  he  will  be  a  servant  of 
his  kind ;  after-times  will  bless  him/'  But  it  is  also 
true  that  the  grovelling  elements  of  his  character,  if 
they  are  not  destroyed  by  this  nobler  fire,  will  only 
glare  the  more  fiercely  for  the  light  which  it  sheds 
upon  them,  and  that  soon,  when  the  fire  begins  to 
bum  low,  you  will  see,  instead  of  that  glare,  nothing 
but  dull  smouldering  ashes. 

"  Jehu,'^  says  the  Scripture,  "  took  no  heed  to  walk 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord."  It  is  in  the  quiet  time  that  a 
man  is  tested.  Then  we  find  out  not  only  what  he  can 
do,  but  what  he  is,  whether  his  zeal  for  righteousness 
means  that  he  will  obey  it ;  whether  his  hatred  for  what 
is  false  implies  an  adherence  to  the  true.  The  test  in 
this  case  failed.  Jehu  had  destroyed  Baal-worship,  for 
that  was  foreign.  He  clave  to  the  calf -worship,  for  that 
was  the  tradition  of  his  fathers.  And  therefore  the 
people  went  on  in  the  downward  course.  They  had 
swept  away  the  house  of  Ahab.  But  the  disease  of 
that  house  had  hold  of  their  vitals.  They  sought  after 
evil  powers ;  they  could  not  trust  God. 

Elisha  the  son  of  Shaphat  and  Jehu  the  son  of  Nimshi 
did  then  carry  out  together  the  words  of  the  prophet. 
For  those  words  depended  upon  no  mortal  agency ;  they 
were  the  expressions  of  an  eternal  law  which  in  some 
way  or  other  would  fulfil  itself.  This  is  the  great  lesson 
which  the  Bible  teaches  in  every  page.  The  righteous 
Will  moves  on  steadily  and  irresistibly  towards  its  own 
end ;  the  unrighteous  will  struggles  with  it ;  seems  to 
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m  cheerful  ^aboii^aioQ  On  i^  or  id  falindaea^  wnh.  iaiv 

itttd  privsta  fJeBigiH.     'Hiu  «MB  t^  giB**^  qngjitjioit  &>r 

(fce  latimtOT?  irf  fJod's  pnnwBB,  ■whet;' 

jtlwtia  or  soldiere,  Cn  <^!iB)d«r  then  ;  iCa  tile 

tJoa  for  M  Etow.  Wa  nay  b«  anre  ;hst  dc  liie  la^  bi 

97il  <{oing8  and  die  frnits  of  rJieoi,  it  ooe  by  onr 

«*f»f«  tha  extRteniite  (^  a  divine  cuiier  in.  idta  wociii,  audi 
riwJWopetell  it*  victrtry.  BtttiiSisforoa  fia  i^iiLwJiuAi 
iTiv^  W»  ^mII  perform  Cbe  divine  commiBaiaii.  I^  «• 
(V»U«  feo  no  decision,  bhe  sp^vitACioit  of  our  noCiice  co  iA» 
Mrflt  deeidiss  f'^f  m.  We  hecome  aeomaiists  aai  vta- 
lMH»4S*grMter  ar  smaller  aeaia.  W* 
lNMii.tfMv  And  .forxm  execoCfld  tSwioiL 
A^  In^ilMna)  enn('«]>t'iiMi  at  oar  Ezne  «•  bfl 
t^fUhtue^;  irhtm  that  ie  w^ra  oat  ve  go  k  i 
«om«  ffxf;«rn«l  norelty.  But  between  tbsae 
J<W«rf^  «>«i  th«  (sithfril  tn»o,  there  i^weh 
vtt  rhtermM'tiAtA  t'7^  "f  character  which  maaj  a  dero- 
t*»,  mAtijr  a  frtie  whcrttt  Ood  wonld  mAke  a  cb*mpioo  rf 
Hm  vmn,  itjr'  Mtm\j  twlmires  and  adopta.  Zeal  ia  ao 
pr«cioa«  a  gift,  in  so  much  wanted  for  the  aerrice  o£ 
ttMikind,  it  rH  fi/f  rar«,  that,  the  eril  jipirit  is  certain  to 
a«NMi)t  tfarme  vi\u<  \i'i%»«%n  it, — and  trill  not  leave  tbeci 
till  he  haN  miftkmi  hard  \/i  rnako  a  preciona  trust  from 
God  into  hk  own  inatnirnmit.  And  nocking  that  there 
are  a  mnltitiide  "f  kindiy  wmprora 
world, —  whoTflpreieiit  nil  CTipr^tit.ic  indignation  against 
wrong   aa    nniiecetiBarj',   disturbing,    unphiloaopkical. 
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unchristian, — those  who  believe  that  no  form  of  false- 
hood is  to  be  tolerated,  but  to  be  abhorred,  who  are 
convinced  that  good  men  exist  to  protest  against  evil, 
who  remember  that  He  who  was  meek  and  lowly, 
made  a  scourge  of  small  cords  to  drive  the  money- 
getters  out  of  His  Father's  house,  and  that  he  de* 
nounced  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  as  hypocrites, — ^men,  I 
say,  with  these  strong  persuasions  and  lively  recollec- 
tions, are  stirred  up  by  the  indifference  which  others 
exhibit  and  boast  of,  to  a  kind  of  savageness  and  fury. 
They  must  make  their  voices  heard  in  the  streets,  they 
must  if  they  can,  hasten  on  the  purposes  of  God,  and 
themselves  execute  part  of  His  wrath  !  Alas !  what  ara 
they  striving  for  ?  '  It  is  the  driving  of  Jehu  for  he 
driveth  furiously ' — this  is  the  best  memorial  that  will  re- 
main of  him  who  has  let  his  zeal  become  his  master  when 
it  was  meant  to  be  his  servant,  and  who  has  counted  it  a 
pleasure  instead  of  a  hard  necessity  to  destroy.  '*  0  my 
father,  the  chariots  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen  thereof/* 
these  were  the  words  which  a  king  of  Israel  of  Jehu^a 
house  spoke  to  Elisha  as  he  lay  sick  and  dying.  He^ 
felt  that  a  power  was  passing  out  of  the  world  which 
was  greater  than  his,  and  than  that  of  all  the  kings  wha 
had  been  before  him,  because  it  was  power,  which, — 
doubtless  amidst  innumerable  confusions  and  errors,  a 
thousand  self-willed  efforts  and  self-confidences, — ^had 
in  the  main  been  consecrated  to  the  God  of  truth  and 
meekness,  had  been  used  in  conformity  with  His  mind,, 
and  therefore  had  spread  health  and  peace  around  it. 
Was  it  better  to  kill  the  seventy  sons  of  Ahab ;  or  to 
bring  up  sons  of  the  prophets  ?  To  be  the  executor  of 
God^s  vengeance  on  the  land,  or  to  show  that  He  waA 
the  healer  of  its  sicknesses  ?     To  make  it  clear  that 
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Death  is  the  certain  wages  of  sin,  or  to  affirm  by 
acts  and  words  that  there  is  One  who  raiseth  the 
dead  ?  Which  mission  was  the  nobler  in  the  old  time  ? 
Which  must  be  nobler  for  those  who  believe  that 
God  gave  His  only  begotten  Son  not  to  condemn 
the  world  bat  that  the  world  through  Him  might 
be  saved  f 
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Then  Amaziah,  the  priesfc  of  Bethel,  sent  to  Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel, 
saying,  *'  Amos  hath  conspired  against  thee  in  the  midst  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  The  land  is  nov  able  to  bear  all  his  words.  For 
thus  Amos  saith,  '  Jeroboam  shall  die  by  the  sword,  and  Israel 
shall  surely  be  led  away  captive  out  of  their  own  land.' "  Also 
Amaziah  said  unto  Amos,  "  Oh  thou  seer,  go,  flee  away  into  the 
land  of  Judah,  and  there  eat  bread,  and  prophesy  there.  But  pro- 
phesy not  again  any  more  in  Bethel :  for  it  is  the  king's  court 
and  it  is  the  king's  chapel."  Then  answered  Amos,  and  said  to 
Amaziah,  '*  I  was  no  prophet,  neither  was  I  a  prophet's  son.  But 
I  was  an  herdman,  and  a  gatherer  of  sycamore  fruit.  And  the 
Lord  took  me  as  I  followed  the  flock,  and  the  Lord  said  unto  me, 
*  Go,  prophesy  unto  my  people  Israel.' " — Amos  vii.  10-16. 

The  Jeroboam  spoken  of  in  this  passage  was  the 
fourth  king  of  the  house  of  Jehu.  From  the  time 
of  Jehu,  we  hear  of  the  Syrians  under  Hazael,  as 
the  great  oppressors  of  the  Samaritan  kingdom.  ''  In 
those  days  "  (that  is  before  the  death  of  Jehu)  it  is 
said,  ''  the  Lord  began  to  cut  Israel  short :  and  Hazael 
smote  them  in  all  the  coasts  of  Israel/' — 2  Kings  x.  32. 
So  of  his  son  Jehoahaz,  it  is  recorded, ''  he  followed  the 
sins  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  which  made  Israel 
to  sin.  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against 
Israel,  and  He  delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  Hazael, 


king  of  Syria,  and  into  the  hand  of  Ben-hadad,  tha 
Bon  of  Hazaelj  all  their  days.     And  Jehoahaz  besought 
the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  hearkened  nnto  him :  for  Ha 
saw  the  oppression  of  Israel,  because  the  king  of  Syria 
oppressed  them.     And  the  Lord  gave  Israel  a  saviour, 
so  that  they  went  out  from  under  the  hand  of  the 
Syrians.     And  the  children  of  Israel   dwelt  in  their 
tents  as  beforetime." — ch.  xiii.     The  country  had  then 
been  reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme  weakness.     "  The  | 
king  of  Syria,"  it  ia  said,  "  had  left  of  the  people  to  I 
Jehoahaz  but  fifty  horsemen  and  ten  chariots  and  ten  J 
thousand  footmen;  for  he  had  destroyed  them,  and  haA  1 
made  them  like  the  dust  by  threatiug."     From  that  ] 
time  began  a  revival  in  the  outward  prosperity,  though  J 
not  in  the  internal  condition,  of  the  people.     "  Jehoaah  I 
did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord;"  but  he  took  out  of  J 
the  hand  of  Ben-hadad  the  cities  which   Hazael  had  J 
taken  out  of  the  hand  of  his  father.    "  Three  times  did  | 
Joash  beat  him,  and  recovered  the  cities  of  Israel." 
Hifl    son    Jeroboam    was    still   more    successful.      Hef 
ig  said  to  have  restored  the  coasts  of  Israel  from  thel 
entering  of  Hamath  unto  the  sea  of  the  plain.    His  reign  1 
of  forty-one  years  must  have  been  one  of  rare,  and  toJ 
the  Israehtea  most  unlooked-for  felicity,  which  would! 
be  felt  in  proportion  to  their  previous  depression  andl 
ignominy.     Tet  of  him  also  it  ia  said,  that  "  he  de-  1 
parted  not  from  the  sins  of  tha  son  of  Nebat,  who  I 
made  Israel  to  sin." 

The  victories  of  Jeroboam  are  said  in  the  2  Kings 
xiv,  25,  to  have  "  fulfilled  the  word  of  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  which  He  spoke  by  the  word  of  His  servant 
Jonah  the  son  of  Amittai,  the  prophet,  which  was  of 
Gath-hepher."     Why,  or  when,  or  to  whom,  this  pro- 
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phecy  wag  delivered,  we  have  no  meana  nf  knowing. 
Nothing  further  ia  said  of  Jonah  in  the  history.  The 
book  in  the  canon  of  the  Old  Testament  which  hears 
his  name  doea  not  tench  upon  the  condition  of  the 
kings  or  people  of  Israel.  Though  it  records  a 
passage  in  the  life  of  Jonah,  it  does  not  purport  to  be 
written  by  him,  I  reserve  it  for  a  later  part  of  this 
coarse,  when  the  people  to  whom  it  refers  will  have 
become  closely  identified  with  our  subject. 

Veiy  different  is  the  case  with  the  prophet  Amos. 
Though  he  is  not  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Kings,  bis 
own  express  language  connects  hira  with  the  period  of 
which  we  are  speaking,  as  well  as  with  the  previous 
and  subsequent  history  of  the  ten  tribes.  He  did  not, 
however,  belong  to  them.  He  was  a  herdsman  of 
Tekoa,  a  plain  conntry  situated  in  the  south  of  Judtea, 
The  words  of  Amaaiah,  Jeroboam's  priest,  intimate 
that  he  was  an  intruder,  one  who  might  prophesy  and 
eat  bread  in  Jadsea  if  he  pleased,  bnt  who  had  no 
business  in  Bethel  near  the  king's  house  and  the  king's 
chapel.  The  answer  of  Amos  gives  ns  a  glimpse  into 
his  own  life,  and  throws  much  light  on  the  character 
of  his  book.  "I  was  not  a  prophet,"  he  says,  "or  the 
son  of  a  prophet;"  that  is  to  say,  'I  was  no  recognised 
member  of  the  order,  was  attached  to  no  school.'  "  I 
was  an  herdman  and  a  gatherer  of  sycamoro  fruit," 
Oneof  that  class  to  which  Abraham  and  Moses  and  David 
had  belonged ;  bnt  not  rich  in  fields  and  herds,  in  men- 
servants  or  maid-servants  like  the  first ;  nor  learned  in 
the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians  like  the  second ;  nor  with 
any,  the  most  distant  iatimation  that  he  might  one  day 
be  the  shepherd  of  a  people,  like  the  third.  He  was  a 
labouring  man,  familiar,  as  all  his  words  iudicate,  with 
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Uie  fv^rms  and  appearances  ■:£  nature,  with  the  com- 
in«m  operations  of  husbandnTy  with  riie  special  tasks 
of  the  keeper  of  flocks,  with  the  wronsrs  and  suf- 
ferings of  ihe  poor.  Beinar  snch  a  one,  he  savs 
''rhe  Lord  took  me  as  I  icllowed  the  flock.  And 
the  Lord  said  anto  me.  *  Go.  prophesy  unto  my 
peoDie  Israel.'  *'  An  OTerpowering"  iuduence  drove 
Irr.xa  frcm  the  quiet  plains  of  Judaea  into  the  other 
king'dom,  not  upon  any  errand  that  had  to  do  with 
his  own  herds,  net  into  the  oountnr  districts  whme 
he  misrht  have  fourd  men  of  congenial  occapa-^ 
tion.  bat  straight  to  rhe  place  where  the  &st 
kine  had  set  uo  the  calf  for  rhe  Decnle  to  wor- 
ship,  and  where  the  present  king  had  chosen  his 
summer  dwelling. 

Amos  rheret.:re  exidbits  a  «iifferent  aspect  of  the 
rrrpherical  office  rrom  that  which  we  considered  last 
Sunday.  I  sa'd  then  that  there  was  nothing  at  all 
■icon -distent  with  rhe  inspiration  of  rhe  prophet  in  his 
.  e/*oming  the  member  of  a  guild  or  college,  or  in  his 
V^eing  the  subject  of  an  education.  The  presmt 
in?rj»r.ce  shows  us  with  equal  clearness,  rhat  a  num 
might  be  conscious  of  a  most  distinct  calling  to  a 
distir.ct  work,  who  had  not  this  formal  preparation  fior 
it,  Not  that  he,  any  more  than  Zlisiia  or  those  who 
called  HiiRha  master,  was  without  a  training  or  disci^ 
nline  ^  not  that  he.  anv  more  rhan  thev,  corresuonded 
to  that  notion   of  an  imiiromuta  sneaker,  which  we 
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romerimea  attach  to  the  name  of  nronhet.  A  poet 
of  our  own  has  taught  ua  what  wisdom  an  crdi* 
iiarr  rincr[{y,a  sheTjheri  mav  acouire  frt^m  rhe  dailv 
-dcrhts   winch  he  sees  and  the  daiiv  tasks  which  he 
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**  Fields  where  with  cheerful  gpirits  he  had  breathed 
The  common  air ;  the  hills  which  he  so  oft 
Had  climbed  with  vigorons  steps ;  which  had  impressed 
So  many  incidents  npon  his  mind 
Of  hardship,  skill,  or  courage,  joy  or  fear, 
Which  like  a  book  preserved  the  memory 
Of  the  dnmb  animals  whom  he  had  saved. 
Had  fed,  or  sheltered,  linking  to  such  acta 
So  gratefnl  in  themselves,  tho  certainty 
Of  honourable  gain  ;  these  fields,  these  hills, 
Which  were  his  living  being  even  more 
Than  his  own  blood,  what  could  they  less,  had  laid 
Strong  hold  on  his  affections,  were  to  him 
A  pleasurable  feeling  of  blind  love, 
The  pleasure  which  there  is  in  life  itself." 

A  homely  description  certainly,  without  the  slightest 
exaggeration ;  rather  below  than  above  what  one 
might  fairiy  affirm  of  any  manly  dweller  on  our  soil, 
whose  mind  was  not  debased  by  crime,  or  specially 
elevated  by  devotion.  But  now,  if  one  added  to  this 
in  the  case  of  a  Jewish  shepherd,  the  belief  that  he 
was  actually  the  heir  of  a  covenant  made  with  his 
fathers  and  himself ;  the  conviction  that  every  thought 
of  his  heart,  which  was  not  dark  or  evil,  must  have 
come  from  the  Giver  of  all  good  and  perfect  gifts ;  the 
assurance  that  every  sound  in  nature  was  in  some 
way  the  utterance  of  His  voice,  and  announced  some- 
thing of  His  will ;  the  confidence,  stronger  than  that 
the  sun  would  rise  on  the  morrow,  that  His  will  must 
be  accomplished;  connect  these,  the  ordinary  teach- 
ings of  the  law  to  every  Israelite,  with  the  shepherd- 
life  of  Amos,  and  you  will  feel  that  he  may  have  been 
in  a  school  of  the  prophets,  though  he  did  not  know 
it  himself,  and  thought  he  was  intended  chiefly  to  be 
a  gatherer  of  sycamore  fruit.     Remember  also  that 
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none  of  the  iDOst  vulgar  temptations  of  tlie  Euglish 
shepherd  were  wanting  to  him  j  that  if  he  had  a 
power  drawing  him  up,  there  was  the  same  mighty 
tendency  downwards  which  there  is  in  any  peasant  or 
noble  of  any  age.  Rememher  that  the  conflict  between 
these  opposing  powers  in  any  man,  is  great  in  propor- 
tion to  his  desire  that  the  better  may  triumph  ;  and 
you  will  not  fancy  that  because  he  waa  away  from 
cities,  he  waa  not  learning  much  of  what  passes  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  dwell  in  them,  much  of  which 
those  hearts  are  generally  unconscious.  The  school 
may  not  have  been  an  easy  one ;  there  may  have  been 
severe  chastisement  in  it  as  well  as  much  learning ;  no 
Httle  intercourse  with  men,  even  though  if  was  carried 
on  for  the  most  part  in  solitude.  If  we  suppose 
reports  to  have  reached  this  lonely  shepherd  of  acts 
which  were  done  in  the  city  of  David,  tlie  city  where 
the  holy  temple  stood,  or  if  we  suppose  him  to  have 
travelled  thither  to  some  Passover  or  Pentecost,  and 
to  have  seen  with  his  eyes  what  kind  of  worship  was 
going  on  in  that  temple, — what  hind  of  interest  the 
people  took  in  the  daily  sacrifices  or  the  solemn  yearly 
feasts,  how  far  they  were  better  in  their  daily  conduct, 
in  their  dealings  with  each  other,  either  for  the  common 
or  the  mora  rare  service, — we  may  believe  that  he 
would  have  an  abundance  of  mateiials  for  his  musing 
as  he  sat  watching  his  sheep  in  the  evening  twilight 
or  in  the  early  dawn.  And  if  then,  when  he  was 
lamenting  how  the  House  of  David  had  forgotten  the 
God  of  their  father,  he  heard  of  the  fierce  war  which 
one  of  that  bouse  had  commenced  against  the  tribes 
of  Israel  and  of  his  discomfiture,  we  can  imagine  how 
he  would  brood  over  the  divisions  of  a  land,  every 
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r  portion  of  wliicTi  was  included  in  fcl 
citizens  of  which  were  descended  : 


God  had  brought  with  e 


inga  out  of  Egypt,  that 


I 
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they  might  be  a  people  for  Himself. 
God ;  the  thoughts  would  be  inaoparable  in  the  shep- 
herd's mind.  But  have  they  one  God  f  The  calves 
of  Bethel  and  Dan  would  rise  up  in  awful  vision 
before  him ;  that  great  parent  aiu  which  had  suggested 
itself  to  the  mind  of  the  first  Jeroboam  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  nation  asunder,  which  had  gone  on 
corrupting  and  dividing  his  own  people  ever  since. 
The  prophet  may  have  heard  of  the  success  which  had 
blessed  the  arms  of  the  reigning  king;  surely,  he  will 
have  said,  they  must  see  God's  hand  in  that.  Who 
could  tell  but  Jeroboam  and  his  people  might  repent 
even  then;  that  their  prosperity  might  do  for  them 
what  adversity  had  not  been  able  to  do  ?  A  call  to 
them  might  resound  in  Judsea  also ;  each  kingdom 
might  turn  again  to  its  true  King,  and  avert  the  doom 
which  otherwise  could  not  be  far  off. 

To  suppose  such  thoughts  as  these  stirring  in  the 
shepherd's  mind,  is  not  (I  must  urge  this  observatiou 
upon  you  again  and  again), — to  suppose  that  he  was 
obeying  certain  impulses  and  reflections  of  his  own, 
when  he  set  forth  on  his  journey  to  Samaria.  Such 
thoughts  be  knew  and  felt  had  come  not  from  himself, 
but  from  God.  He  may  have  resisted  the  conclusion 
long :  indolence,  diffidence,  the  sense  of  his  ignorance, 
his  delight  in  the  quiet  life  of  the  shepherd,  the  dread 
of  cities,  must  all  have  worked  mightily  in  him,  and 
persuaded  him  to  think  that  the  voice  proceeded  from 
some  other  than  the  Lord  of  his  heart,  and  that  he 
might  safely  negiect  it.    Then,  a  sense  of  this  rebellion 


of  k»  Inb  i^unst  tbe  coHTicdoa  cf  Ub  B 
new  and  stronif  cridoioe  tint  ha  wax  Bwnt  to  go ; 
wDold  Iw  k  test  of  tfe  power  of  the  %nift  wtaA  i 
{oKciDg  Inn  on,  m  ipite  o£  sad  ofastacle^  wfaidi  i 
Bgfctiwg  witli  fc»«  iBiJfiA  inciinatias,  ^ 
the  Int  watt  wludt  he  woaU  kkve  ebneoL  fer  liiinii  If 
These  B  soaBAltiog  my  VDodafBl,  ud  at  iha  M^MT 
tmfi  mnftt  furtitnl  itt  ^\ff  f^irpit^p*""  of  v 
naa  iMooght  ap  aa  Aaios  was,  acqairo  lAot  J 
beea  laised  oat  of  hinself,  and  has  faeoD  Bade  t»S 
stand  tlia  gicay  aad  tin  gaili  of  bis  coaatiy. 
wbea  joa  op^  Ida  pn^faecy,  joa  m^kt  faacj^&aly 
had  got  bejond  the  "*"■*«*"  at  IsnA  aad  I 
feding' ahogeder;  fni  laiiniia^ii  iif  r>miainn,<lC0 
of  TjTBs,  of  Edom,  of  Amnkon,  of  Moah; 
ooBies  to  the  two  kingdoms  of  the  chisea  paoflifc  ■ 
ibey  were  iacladed  in  thia  circle  of  nationi^  M 
aabject  to  the  same  laws  wiih  ihem.     When  j 
farther  into  "  the  words  which  he  saw  "  (aad  they  a 
words  whkfa  ooe  tea,  they  most  have  risen  ■ 
hjm  like  actoal  visions   to  ibe  eve),  when  < 
more  into  these  words,  thi^  first  impresston  does  i 
disappear.     He  declares  that  for  two,  or  three,  or 
transgre^OBs,  God  will  visit  each  of  these  lands. 
the  transgreesioDS  are  all  of  the  same  qoality;  thej  ■ 
oatragffi  npon  a  law  of  brotherhood  which  i 
to  Enb^isi  between  nations.      Damascus  hac 
Gilead  with  threshing  ingtmrneats  of  iron ;  Tyre  a 
Gaia  have  delivered  op  the  whole  captivitT  to  £d€i 
that  is  to  Esy,  have  sold  to  Kdomitea  the  captivi 
they  took  in  war,  not  reiaeinberiiig  the  brotherly  core-  ■ 
nant;  Edom  has  pnisueU  his  brother  with  the  sword, 
and  ca^t  off  all  pitj,  and  kept  his  wrath  for  everj 
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Ammon  has  ripped  np  the  women  with  child  of  Gilead 
that  they  might  enlarge  their  border;  Moab  has  burnt 
the  bones  of  the  king  of  Edom  in  the  lime.  Let  it 
always  be  observed  that^  in  the  last  case  at  all  events, 
the  crime  has  no  reference  whatever  to  the  countrymen 
of  Amos.  It  has  been  committed  against  the  bitterest 
enemy  which  Israel  has.  Nevertheless^  it  is  a  hateful 
and  horrible  act,  which  is  denounced  upon  the  same 
ground  on  which  the  persevering  hatred  of  the  children 
of  Esau  against  the  children  of  Jacob  from  generation 
to  generation  is  also  denounced.  And  when  we  come 
to  the  three  and  the  feur  transgressions  which  are  im- 
puted to  Judah  and  Israel,  we  discover  no  patriotic 
tolerance,  no  wish  to  prove  that  the  people  of  the  cove- 
nant though  evil,  are  less  evil,  or  will  be  less  punished 
than  their  neighbours.  ^'  Judah  has  despised  the  law 
of  God,  and  has  not  kept  His  commandments,  and  their 
lies  have  caused  them  to  err,  after  the  which  their 
fathers  walked/^  The  charges  against  the  other  king- 
dom are  more  directly  and  obviously  of  the  same  cha- 
racter with  those  which  we  heard  of  before ;  only  they 
are  proclaimed  with  greater  indignation.  "  They  sell 
the  righteous  for  silver,  and  the  poor  for  a  pair  of  shoes; 
they  turn  aside  the  way  of  the  meek."  Other  gross 
moral  abominations  are  attributed  to  them;  but  he 
does  not  yet  speak  of  the  special  sin  of  idolatry.  A 
fact  I  conceive  very  notable,  and  which  may  go  far  to 
confute  the  notion,  that  the  indignation  of  the  prophets 
against  the  kings  of  Israel  arose  from  some  passionate 
adherence  to  an  old  patriarchal  tradition.  Inhumani- 
ties and  brutalities  are  what  Amos  charges  upon  the 
ten  tribes.  Unquestionably  he  believed  that  these 
were  the  effects  of  their  denial  of  a  righteous  Being; 
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but  he  does  not  declare  that  the  root  will  be  destroyed, 
till  he  has  shewn  that  the  fruits  are  accursed,  such  as  J 
the  conscience  of  those  who  kneeled  to  the  calves,  and  \ 
patronised  the  worship  of  them,  must  have  condemned. 

Amos  is  sure  that  the  like  causes  mast  produce  the  I 
like  effects.  "  The  height  of  the  Amorite  was  like  the  I 
height  of  the  cedars,  and  he  was  strong  like  the  oaka.  ' 
Yet  I  destroyed  hia  fruit  from  above,  and  hia  roots 
from  beneath.  Also  I  brought  you  up  from  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  led  you  for  forty  years  through  the 
Wilderness,  to  possess  the  land  of  the  Amorito,"  The 
history  of  the  past  had  been  testifying  that  men  who  1 
(lid  not  hke  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  who 
chose  to  be  evil  and  to  do  evil,  would  be  cast  out,  let 
them  be  aa  strong  and  rooted  as  they  might.  Had  that 
law  been  changed  ?  True,  God  had  chosen  the  sons  of 
Jacob  from  all  the  families  of  the  earth  that  they  might 
know  His  Name ;  He  had  given  them  prophets  to  tell 
them  of  His  Name,  Nazarites,  to  testify  that  they  were 
separated  to  the  invisible  God.  But  if  they  said  to  the 
prophets,  "pi-opheey  not/'  if  they  destroyed  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Nazarites,  what  would  follow  ?  They  would 
fall  aa  the  Amorite  fell.  "  Then  the  flight  shall  perish 
from  the  swift :  neither  shall  he  stand  that  handleth  the 
bow ;  neither  he  that  is  swift  of  foot,  nor  he  that  rideth 
the  horse,  shall  dehver  himself." — {Amos  ii.  9 — 16.) 

What  particular  oppressor  was  destined  to  punish 
Israel,  Amos  does  not  iutliuate,  But  he  has  a  clear 
apprehension  that  some  great  power  will  be  appointed 
to  do  this  work.  It  is  not  Syria;  that  has  had  its  day, 
and  Jeroboam  haa  triumphed  over  it;  its  own  punish- 
ment is  at  hand.  It  is  some  empire  which  will  swallow 
up  one  and  another  of  these  little  nations.     We  shall 
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hear  its  uame  in  dae  time.     It  will  form  the  subject  of 

a  whole  body  of  prophecy.     As  yet  we  only  see  it  at 

a  distance,  a  dark  indefinite  shadow  :  to  the  ordinary 

observer,  a  cloud  no  bigger  than  a  hand.     Amos  has  no 

greater  kaowledge  of  the  AssyriaQ  monarchy  than  his 

I   contemporarieB ;  he  has  heard  of  it  perhaps,  bnt  only 

1  of  it.     His  anticipations  of  what  is  coming  rest 

npon  other  grounds  than  any  calculations  of  its  might 

I    or  of  the  probability  that  it  will  aim  at  conquests. 

"  Yon  only,  saith  the  Lord,  have  I  known  of  all  the 
families  of  the  earth:  therefore  I  will  punish  you  for 
all  your  iniquities."     The  covenant  that  I  have  made 
\     with  you  ia  a  covenant  to  do  this,  '  for  two  cannot  walk 

■   together  except  they  be  agreed.'     If  yon  separate  from 
Me,  I  must  seek  by  punishments  to  bring  you  back. 
And  are  there  not  signs  that  I  purpose  to  do  this  ? 
When  you  hear  a  lion  roaring  in  the  forest,  you  are 
sure  that  he  has  taken  prey.     When  a  trumpet  is  blown 
^^     in  the  city,  the  people  are  affrighted.     And  must  not 
^K   yon  conclude,  when  you  see  any  calamity  in  a  land, 
^H   that  God  is  uttering  His  voice  there  ?     His  prophets 
^H    come  to  declare  what  that  voice  signifies.     He  makes 
them  understand  what  He  is  doing  and  why  He  is 
doing  it,  that  they  may  tell  you.     Let  all  the  nations 
then  know,  let  Ashdod  and  the  palaces  of  Egypt  know, 
that  there  are  tumults  and  oppressions  in  the  midst  of 
Samaria.     These  oppressions   and  tumults  invite   the 
surrounding   people    to    assemble;    a    guilty    and    an 
oppressive  land  ia  ready    for  the    spoiler.     There    is 
violence   and  robbery  in  your  palaces,  therefore  you 
^K    know  not  to  do  right.     You  have  reverenced  power 
^^h  more  than  right,  therefore  a  greater  power  than  your 
^^H  Cwa  will  come  upon  you,  an  adversary  round  about 
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I  he  land  will  bring  down  thy  strength.  And 
day,  the  Bltara  o£  Bethel  where  you  worship  your  Go3 
of  brute  power,  shall  fall  to  the  ground.  And  with 
that  altar  "  I  will  auaite  the  wiiiter-houae  with  the 
summer-houBS :  and  the  houses  of  ivory  shall  perish, 
and  the  great  bouses  shall  have  an  end,  saith  the  Lord."' 
Then  in  broad,  shepherd  language,  be  addresses  the 
women  of  the  land  aa  the  kina  of  Bashan,  in  the  nioun- 
tain  of  Samarifl.,  who  for  the  aake  of  their  own  luxuriea 
excite  their  hnsbanda  to  crush  the  poor  and  oppress  the 
needy.  And  he  telle  them  that  the  Lord  God  hath 
sworn  by  His  holineaa  that  He  will  draw  them  and 
their  posterity  with  hooks;  a  compai-iaon  which, 
whether  those  who  heard  it  understood  it  or  not,  was 
very  intelligible  to  the  nest  generation,  who  felt  the 
sharp  hook  of  the  Assyrian  in  their  jaws,  dragging- 
them  to  a  land  which  was  not  theirs. — (Amos  iii.) 

In  t!ie  next  discourse  to  the  Israelites  (or  if  you 
please,  in  the  next  division  of  his  poem,  for  thongli 
these  words  must  have  come  from  the  prophet's  lips, 
they  may  afterwards  have  been  put  together  in  a  dif- 
ferent form,  when  he  had  delivered  bis  message  and 
returned  to  bis  own  land),  Amos  invites  the  people  to 
'go  up  to  Bethel  and  transgress,  to  bring  their  sacrificea 
every  morning  and  their  tithes  every  three  years,  "  for 
thie  liketh  you,  0  ye  children  of  Israel."  That  is  to 
say,  he  exhorts  them,  as  Elijah  had  exhorted  the  prieata 
of  Baal,  to  try  what  they  cau  do  with  their  petitions 
and  their  offerings;  whether  they  can  win  rain  from 
heaven  or  avert  any  calamities  from  their  land,  "All 
this  time,  saith  the  Lord,  I  have  given  you  want  o£ 
bread  in  your  cities,  yet  ye  have  not  returned  to  Me. 
I  have  withholden  the  rain  from  you,  yet  ye  have  not 


I 


X.]  THE  SIGNS   OF  EUIN  IN  PEOSPEEITY.  17i 

refcurned  to  Me.  I  have  smitten  you  with  blasting  and 
mildew,  yet  ye  have  not  returned  to  Me.  I  have  sent 
among  you  the  pestilence,  and  your  young  men  I  have 
slain  with  the  sword,  yet  ye  have  not  returned  to  Me.'' 
While  you  have  been  engaged  in  all  these  religious 
services  to  win  what  you  could  not  win  from  a  reluc- 
tant idol,  I  have  been  reminding  you  of  my  invisible 
presence,  of  my  power  j  I  have  been  calling  you  through 
suffering  to  remember  One  who  is  near  you  and  who 
cares  for  you.  "  Therefore  I  will  do  this  unto  thee, 
0  Israel.  Therefore  prepare  to  meet  thy  God.  For  lo^ 
He  that  formeth  the  mountains,  and  createth  the  wind^ 
and  declares  unto  man  what  is  his  thought,  that  maketh 
the  morning  darkness,  who  treadeth  upon  the  high 
places  of  the  earth,  the  Lord  the  God  of  Hosts  is  His 
name.'' — (iv.)  A  mighty  utterance  surely  of  this  name 
to  burst  from  a  poor  shepherd's  lips.  But  it  came 
from  the  innermost  depth  of  that  shepherd's  heart. 
He  knew  that  he  was  speaking  of  One  who  was  true  and 
in  whom  was  no  lie ;  he  knew  that  he  was  testifying 
against  lies ;  he  knew  that  the  whole  universe  and  th^* 
consciences  of  those  who  heard  him,  however  they 
might  turn  away  from  him  or  persecute  him,  were  on 
his  side,  and  were  acknowledging  his  sentence  to  have 
issued  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  Himself. 

The  thought  in  this  passage  is  continued  into  the 
next.  Li  the  midst  of  all  the  seeming  good  fortune 
of  the  house  of  Jeroboam,  Amos  declares  that  *^  the 
virgin  of  Israel  is  fallen :  that  she  is  forsaken  in  her 
land :  that  there  is  none  to  raise  her  up.''  It  Hcerrjcd  an 
absurd  contradiction  of  appearances  to  say  so.  One  can 
conceive  how  ridicalouB  such  words  must  have  jtotinded 
in  the  ears  of  the  priests  of  the  king's  court  and  chapeU 
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But  here  was  the  warrant  for  the  prediction,  "  They 
hate  him  that  rebuketb  in  the  gate,  and  they  abhor 
tlirit  speaketh  uprightly.  Forasmuch  therefore  aa  your 
treading  is  on  the  poorj  and  ye  take  from  him  hardens 
of  wheat :  ye  have  built  houses  of  hewn  stone,  but  ye 
shall  not  dwell  in  them;  ye  have  planted  pleasant  vine- 
yards, but  ye  shall  not  drink  wine  of  them.  For  I 
know  your  manifold  transgressions  and  your  mighty 
sins.  They  afflict  the  just ;  they  take  a  bribe ;  and 
they  turn  away  the  poor  in  the  gate  from  their  right. 
Therefore  the  prudent  shall  keep  silence  in  that  time  ; 
for  it  is  an  evil  time."  An  evil  time,  thougt  it  had  all 
the  semblance  of  being  a  time  of  wonderful  improve- 
ment, of  unparalleled  security;  an  evil  time,  because  men 
could  not  bear  to  hear  the  truth,  and  be  told  what  was 
wrong  in  them ;  because  a  man  was  less  precious  in 
their  eyes  than  that  which  he  could  produce  or  could 
sell  for ;  becaase  worth  was  measured  by  an  altogether 
capricious  and  false  standard.  Such  a  time  was  in- 
wardlv  hollow,  aud  its  hollowness  would  be  made  mani- 
fest. There  would  come  a  day  of  the  Lord ;  some  great 
startling  event  which  would  show  the  thing  as  it  was, 
which  would  remove  the  paint  that  had  disguised  the 
wrinkled  withered  countenance.  There  were  some  it 
seems  in  Samaria  who  anticipated  such  a  day  of  the 
Lord.  They  were  very  diligent  in  their  fast  days  and 
solemn  assemblies ;  possibly  they  had  kept  themselves 
from  the  outward  idolatry  of  the  court ;  they  had  pre- 
-served  some  of  the  traditions  of  their  fathers  and  a 
punctilious  outward  morality.  Such  men  would  con- 
gratulate themselves  that  a  judgment-day  was  at  hand, 
which  would  separate  between  them  and  their  less 
godly  countrymen;  which  would  reward  them  for  all 
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their  painfnl  serricea,  whfle  the  careless  evil-doers 
endareil  their  deaerred  panishmeot.  This  loveless 
self- right eousBes 3,  Amos  evidently  regards  as  one  of 
lie  worst  features  of  the  time,  "  Woe  anto  you,"  he 
aaya,  "  that  desire  the  day  of  the  Lord  !  To  what  end 
is  it  for  you  ?  The  day  of  the  Lord  is  darkness  and 
not  light.  Shall  not  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  darkness 
and  not  light  ?  even  very  dark,  and  no  brightness  in  it  F 
I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days,  and  I  will  not  Braell 
in  your  solemn  assemblies.  Though  you  ofEer  me  burnt 
offerings  and  your  meatofferings,  Iwillnot  accept  them. 
Neither  will  I  regard  the  peace  offerings  of  your  fat 
beasts.  Take  then  away  from  me  the  noise  of  thy  songs ; 
for  I  will  not  hear  the  melody  of  thy  viols.  But  let 
judgment  run  down  like  waters,  and  righteousness  as 
a  mighty  stream."  Thus  the  prophet  spoke  to  those 
who,  iustead  of  claiming  God's  covenant  with  Israel,  ' 
and  warning  their  countrymen  how  they  forgot  it, 
stood  on  their  own  faith  or  their  own  good  deeds,  and 
tried  to  make  oat  a  case  for  themselves.  If  they  would 
not  take  up  their  place  as  Israelites,  they  must  at  least, 
share  the  punishment  of  Israelites.  For  in  truth,  were 
they  better  men  than  those  they  despised  ?  Wei'e  they 
more  worshippers  of  God,  because  they  merely  cluug  to 
the  forms  of  their  forefathers  ?  Alas  !  No.  Their  fore- 
fathers in  the  wilderness  had  not  really  believed  in  the 
God  who  delivered  them,  had  not  trusted  in  the  God 
of  righteousness.  While  kneeling  at  His  altar,  while 
using  His  holy  Name,  they  were  really  bearing  the 
tabernacle  of  Moloch  and  Chiun,  the  star  of  their  god 
whom  they  made  to  themselves.  And  their  descendants 
and  professed  imitators  were  doing  the  same.  "  There-  ] 
fore  must  they  go  into  captivity  beyond  Damascus,  I 
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saith  tbe  Lord,  whi 
(T.  14^27). 

Amos  bad  hinted  very  often  at  this  captivity.  He 
has  now  openly  pronounced  the  word ;  still  withoot 
allttdiog  distinctly  to  the  nation  that  ahonld  carry  them 
away.  But  so  sure  is  he  of  the  fact,  that  he  tnrns  at 
once  to  those  "  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion,  who  put  far 
away  the  evil  day,  who  lie  npon  beds  of  ivory,  who 
stretch  themselves  upon  their  couches,  who  eat  the 
lambs  out  of  the  flock,  and  the  calves  ont  of  the  midst 
of  the  stall,  who  chant  to  the  sound  of  the  viol,  and 
invent  to  themselves  instruments  of  music,  like  David ; 
who  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  themselves  with 
the  chief  ointments."  He  turns  to  these,  and  exhorts 
them  to  think  of  the  changes  that  had  happened  within 
their  own  recollection,  almost  under  their  own  eyes,  in 
lands  as  prosperous  as  theirs,  whose  border  a  little  while 
before  had  been  larger  than  theirs.  And  then,  having 
shown  them  that  there  was  nothing  strange  or  un- 
reasonable in  his  warnings,  he  goes  into  particulara, 
as  all  great  poets  and  true  prophets  do ;  not  merely 
denouncing  captivity  in  vague  phrases,  but  bringing 
the  circumstances  and  incidents  of  it  vividly  before 
them.  Tho  city  is  delivered  up  and  all  that  is  therein, 
to  an  invading  host;  pestilence  follows  in  the  train 
of  war.  If  there  happen  to  remain  ten  men  in  one 
house  who  have  escaped  the  one  calamity,  they  will 
die  by  the  other.  One  shall  come  to  seek  for  the  bones 
of  a  kinsman  to  burn  them ;  "  he  shall  ask  him  that  ia 
at  the  side  of  the  house.  Is  there  any  yet  with  thee  I 
And  he  shall  answer.  No."  And  the  man  bids  him  hold 
his  peace,  lest  in  some  wild  exclamation  he  should  otter 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  so  bring  some  fresh  terror 
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upon  them.  As  powerful  a  picture  certainly  of  tte 
results  of  devil-worship,  as  was  ever  presented  in  lan- 
guage ;  yet  not  naore  fearful  than  true.  Men  may  come 
to  think  of  the  Name  of  the  Lord  God  as  a  mere  name 
of  horror,  which  they  dare  not  pronounce  lest  He  should 
destroy  them.  And  yet  unless  all  the  laws  of  nature 
coaldbealtered,  unleaa  horses  could  run  upon  the  rocba, 
or  you  could  plough  on  them  with  oxen,  such  judg- 
3  could  not  be  averted  from  an  evil  and  impenitent 
nation.  Those  who  have  turned  judgment  into  gall, 
and  the  fruits  of  righteousness  into  hemlock,  which 
rejoice  in  a  thing  of  nought,  and  say,  '  Have  we  not 
taken  unto  us  horns  by  our  own  strength,'  will  find  a 
nation  stronger  than  themselvea  to  punish  them.  "  The 
Lord,  the  God  of  Hosts,  saith,  I  will  raise  up  such  a 
one  against  you,  0  House  of  Israel." — (vi.) 

Three  images  are  then  presented  to  the  prophet's 
ind — two  of  them  at  least,  to  his  eyes.  The  grass- 
hoppers in  the  autumn  seem  about  to  destroy  the  whole 
grass  of  the  land;  a  loss  the  more  terrible,  because  the 
king  has  claimed  the  first  crop  for  himself.     Next  he 

I  sees  the  summer  heat  "burning  up  the  meadows.  He 
prays  that  each  of  these  judgments  may  be  averted;  and 
the  prayer  is  granted.  But  though  these  preparatory 
punishments,  arising  through  the  selfishness  of  the 
rulers,  or  the  neglect  of  husbandry  among  the  people, 
do  not  come,  or  are  mitigated,  Amos  sees  another  vision 
which  signifies  to  him  that  the  high  places  of  Isaac  shall 
be  desolate  and  the  sanctuaries  of  Israel  laid  waste,  and 
that  God  would  rise  against  the  house  of  Jeroboam 
with  a  sword, — (vii-) 
These  were  some  of  the  words  which  the  priest  of 
Bethel  said  that  the  land  wis  not  able  to  bear.     One 
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of  the  ablest  of  modem  commentatora  supposes  that' 
Amos  yielded  immediately  to  the  order  tliat  lie  should 
return  into  Judah,  leaving  behind  him  the  fearful 
sentence  open  Amaziah  which  is  contained  in  the  last 
verae  of  the  seventh  chapter,  and  that  npon  Israel 
contained  in  the  first  three  veraea  of  the  eighth 
chapter;  this  being  suggested  by  the  vision  of  the 
baaket  of  summer  fruits.  Then  being  once  more  in  hi» 
own  country,  he  meditates  on  the  last  fearful  calamity 
which  can  overtake  a  people  given  up  to  gain ;  "  a 
people  who  swallow  up  the  needy,  and  make  the  poor 
of  the  people  to  fail;  who  long  for  the  feast  to  be  over 
that  they  may  aell  com,  and  the  Sabbath  that  they 
may  set  forth  wheat  j  makiag  the  ephah  small,  and  the 
shekel  great,  and  falsifying  the  balances  by  deceit; 
that  they  may  buy  the  poor  for  silver,  yea,  and  sell  the 
refuse  of  the  wheat,"  For  such  a  people  he  predicts 
a  more  fearful  famine  than  one  of  bread ;  a  famine  of 
the  word  of  the  Lord.  To  hear  of  a  God  of  mercy  and 
righteousness  was  an  intolerable  thiog  in  the  days  of 
their  plenty.  The  thought  of  auch  a  Being  troubled 
them  in  their  self-indulgence  and  indifference  to  others. 
They  would  fain  silence  the  propheta  who  said  to 
them,  "  He  lives,  and  reigns.  He  ia  your  Judge.  If 
you  will  trust  Him  you  will  find  Him  your  Deliverer." 
In  death  and  drearinesa,  in  exile  from  the  land  of  their 
fathers,  crushed  by  oppressora,  hearing  only  of  godfl 
more  cruel  than  those  who  make  them,  how  will  they 
hunger  and  thirst  for  any  tidings  of  one  who  cares  for 
the  weary  and  heavy-laden ;  one  who  would  have 
manaervant  and  maid,  the  cattle  and  the  stranger 
within  the  gates  to  rest  as  well  as  the  prince ;  of  one 
who  had  fixed  the  year  of   Jubilee,  that  the  debtor 
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might  be  released  and  the  captive  go  free.  Ob  !  what 
longiug  in  a  land  of  bondage  to  hear  of  such  a  Being; 
to  believe  that  all  that  had  been  told  of  Him  in 
former  days  was  not  a  dream  ;  to  have  a  right  to  tell 
their  children  that  it  waa  true  for  them.  And  oh !  to 
think  of  the  sentence  going  forth,  It  cannot  be ;  "  they 
have  chosen  their  idols ;  they  have  sworn  by  the  sin  ol 
Samaria  and  said.  Thy  god,  oh  Dan,  liveth ;  they  shall 
fall  and  not  rise  up  again." — (viii-) 

The  spirit  of  the  prophet  seema  to  have  reached  the 
lowest  point  of  depression.  For  we  find  that  there 
may  be  depths  in  captivity  below  the  captivity  itself; 
a  mora!  abyss  more  fearful  to  look  into  than  all  its 
physical  evil.  He  does  not  pass  by  one  or  the  other ; 
he  faces  them  all.  There  seems  no  escape  for  the 
doomed  people  in  earth  or  sea,  in  heaven  or  hell;  the 
eternal  law  has  gone  forth  against  them;  it  cannot  be 
repealed.  For  is  not  the  law  Hia  "  who  buildoth  His 
stories  in  the  Heaven  and  has  founded  Hia  troop  in  the 
earth ;  He  that  calleth  for  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and 
poureth  them  out  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  The 
Lord  is  His  Name." 

Yes  I  The  Lord  ia  His  Name, — and  therefore  Truth 
and  Good  must  be  maintained.  Falsehood  and  Evil 
must  fall.  Because  it  is  so  there  is  still  a  lower  depth 
beneath  that  which  seemed  to  be  unfathomable.  "  Lo," 
thus  the  shepherd  of  Tekoa  winds  up  his  prophecy,  "Lo, 
I  will  command,  and  I  will  sift  the  house  of  Israel 
among  all  nations  like  as  corn  is  sifted  in  a  sieve. 
Yet  shall  not  the  least  grain  fall  upon  the  earth.  All 
the  sinners  of  my  people  shall  die  by  the  sword,  which 
say  '  the  evil  shall  not  overtake  nor  prevent  us.'  In 
that  day  will  I  raise  up  the  Taberuacle  of  David  that 
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13  falleO]  and  close  np  the  breaclieB  thereof ;  and  I  will 
'  raise  op  his  ruins,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  of  old ; 
that  they  may  possess  the  remnant  of  Edom,  and  of  all 
the  heathen,  which  are  called  by  My  name,  saith  the 
Lord  that  doeth  this.  Behold,  the  days  comej  saith  the 
Lord,  that  the  ploughman  shall  overtake  the  reaper,  and 
the  tread er  of  grapea  him  that  sowethseed;  and  the 
mountainB  shall  drop  sweet  wine,  and  all  the  hills  shall 
melt.  And  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity  of  my  people 
Israel,  and  they  shall  build  the  waste  cities  and  in- 
habit them :  and  they  shall  plant  vineyards,  and  drink 
the  wine  thereof ;  they  shall  also  make  gardens  and  eat 
the  fruit  of  them.  And  I  will  plant  tbom  upon  the  land, 
and  they  shall  no  more  be  pulled  np  oot  of  their  land 
which  I  have  given  them,  aaith  the  Lord." — (ix.)  | 

Does  it  seem  to  you  that  a  hope  so  confident  aa 
this, — a  hope  of  life  arising  ont  of  death,  light  onb  of 
darkness,  is  inconsistent  with  that  vision  of  utter  rain 
which  rose  up  a  moment  ago  before  us  ?  Brethren, 
we  shall  not  know  the  heart  of  the  Jewish  prophet, — 
we  shall  not  know  onr  own, — till  wo  learn  to  see  not 
only  how  these  things  are  compatible,  but  why  they 
are  inseparable.  Amos  would  not  have  left  bis  sheep- 
folds  to  denounce  the  idolatries  of  Israel  if  he  had  not 
felt  that  men,  that  his  own  countrymen,  were  maintain- 
ing a  fearful  fight  against  a  Will  which  had  a  right  to 
govern  them,  and  which  could  alone  govern  them  for 
their  good.  He  could  not  have  been  sustained  in  the 
witness  which  be  bore  if  an  ever-brightening  revelation 
of  the  Perfect  Goodness, — of  that  goodness,  active, 
energetic,  converting  all  powers  and  iuduences  to  its 
own  righteous  and  gracious  purposes, — bad  not  accom- 
panied revelations  that  became  every  moment  more 
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awful  of  the  selfishness  and  disorder  to  which  men 
were  yielding  themselves.  From  the  observation  of  this 
strife,  as  history  and  experience  present  it  to  the  mind 
of  a  man,  earnestly  loving  his  fellow-creatures,  there 
come    forth   only   the   most    fearful    and   despairing 
auguries.     It   is   precisely   because  he  has  not  only 
experience  and  history  to  guide  him,  but  the  certainty 
of  an  Eternal  God,  present  in  all  the  convulsions  of 
society,  never  ceasing  to  act  upon  the  individual  heart 
when  it  is  most  wrapped  in  the  folds  of  its  pride  and 
selfishness ;  it  is  precisely  because  he  finds  this  to  be 
true  whatever  else  is  false,  that  he  must  hope.     And 
oftentimes  when  his  hope  for  himself  is  well-nigh  gone, 
it  is  renewed  as  he  thinks  of  what  God  has  done  for 
his   race,  and  is   doing  for  it.     This   is  no   solitary 
experience  of  a  single  herdsman  or  prophet.    Through 
the  whole  Epistle  to  the  Eomans  St.  Paul  had  been 
tracing  out  the  sin  of  his  countrymen ;  their  rejection 
of  the  perfect  Deliverer  for  themselves,  their  refusal  of 
Him  to  the  Heathens  ;  their  desire  to  wrap  themselves 
in  a  righteousness  which  would  prove  itself  to  be  the 
very  contrary  of  God^s  righteousness.     He  had  seen 
and  declared  that  the  fruit  of  these  sins  would  be  the 
utter  excision  of  his  kinsmen  after  the  flesh  from  God^s 
covenant.     And  yet  he  winds   up   all  he  has   been 
saying  in  these  words  :  "  For  God  hath  concluded  all 
in  unbelief,  that  He  might  have  mercy  upon  all.     Oh 
the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  God!  how  unsearchable  are  His  judgments,  and 
His  ways  past  finding  out  1     For  who  hath  known  the 
mind  of  the  Lord  ?  or  who  hath  been  His  counsellor  ? 
For  of  Him,  and  through  Him,  and  to  Him,  are  all 
things.     To  whom  be  glory  for  ever*     Amen.'' 

^1 
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(tineoln'*  Inn,  Quinqvagiaima  Sunday. — Fib.  22.  1852.) 

"  In  MoDQt  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem  Hhall  be  deliTernnce,  &b  tha  Lord 
hath  wid,  and  in  the  reamant  wbom  the  Lord  ahall  call."— 
loKL  iL  32. 

JoBL  is  probably  an  earlier  prophet  than  Amoa ;  I 
spoke  of  the  latter  first,  because  hia  message  related 
to  the  revolted  kingdom  of  Israel  and  throw  great 
light  npon  the  history  of  it.  Joel  is  strictly  a  prophet 
of  Judah.  He  does  not  merely  belong  to  the  south 
as  Amos  did ;  hia  words  touch  less  upon  the  peculiar 
sins  of  the  northern  tribes  than  those  of  any  other 
of  the  prophets  previous  to  the  Assyrian  captirity. 
His  book  therefore  recalls  us  to  Mount  Zion  and  to 
J  erusalem. 

The  broad  and  obvious  distinction  between  the 
history  of  the  two  tribes  and  that  of  the  ten,  is  that 
the  hereditary  snccesaion  which  was  bo  continually 
violated  in  the  one,  is  rigidly  preserved  in  the  other. 
Abijam  succeeds  Eehoboam ;  Asa  Abijam,  Jehoshaphat 
Asa,  Jehoram  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  becomes  con- 
nected with  the  house  of  Ahab.  His  son,  Ahaziah,  is 
destroyed  with  the  rest  of  that  house  by  Jeha.  A 
usurpation  by  the  qneen-mother  for  six  veara  follows  ; 
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the  child  Joaah,  the  son  o£  Ahaziah,  13  preserved  and 
becomes  king.  Amaziah,  Uzziah,  Jotham,  and  Ahaz 
sncceed  each  other  in  strict  order,  though  Joash  and 
Amaziah  both  died  by  conspiracy,  and  Ahaziah  became 
a  leper. 

If  the  regularity  of  royal  saccession  is  a  point  of 
difference,  the  regularity  of  the  priestly  succession  and 
of  the  divine  services  is  quite  as  remarkable  a  one. 
The  feasts  might  be  sometimes  intermitted ;  the  rights 
of  the  year  of  jubilee  violated.  But  the  temple  which 
Solomon  had  dedicated  was  continually  in  sight  of  the 
people.  The  daily  sacrifices  went  on  there ;  it  was 
the  perpetual  resort  of  seera  who  desired  to  know  the 
innermost  meaning  of  the  covenant;  to  acquaint  them- 
selres  with  Him  who  had  promised  to  fill  the  house 
with  His  presence. 

An  inference  might  be  drawn  from  this  outward 
regularity  as  to  the  inward  state  of  the  people  which 
would  lead  us  astray.  We  are  told  that  in  the  days  of 
Rehoboam  "  Judah  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
above  all  that  their  fathers  had  done.  For  they  built 
them  high  places  and  images,  and  groves,  on  every 
high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree.  And  they  did 
according  to  all  the  abominations  of  the  nations  which 
the  Lord  cast  out  before  the  children  of  Israel."  Punish- 
ment followed  directly  upon  their  sins.  "  Shishak, 
the  king  of  Egypt,  to  whom  Jeroboam  had  fled,  came 
up  against  Jerusalem :  and  took  away  the  treasures 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the 
king's  house;  he  even  took  away  all."  Still  "Abijam 
walked  in  the  sius  of  his  father  which  he  had  done 
before  him."  Aaa  is  a  reformer ;  he  removes  all 
the  idols  which  his  father  had  made,  put  hia  mother 
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away  from  being  queen,  because  she  had  made  an  idolj 
in  a  grove;   burns   the   idol   by  the   brook   Kidron.  1 
During  tliese  reigns  the  ten  tribes  are  in  continual  war  1 
with  the  two  :  in  Asa's  time  we  even  bear  of  a  strange 
league  between  Judah  and  Syria  to  oppose  Baaaha, 
king  of  Israel,  who  had  built  Eamah  that  he  might  not 
suffer  any  to  go  out  or  come  in  to  the  king  of  Judah. 
AJl  this  is  changed  in  the  time  of  Jehoshaphat.     He  . 
makes  peace  with   Ahab   and   goes   down   with  him  i 
against  the  Syrians  to  Ramoth-Gilead.     Jehoshaphat.  ] 
seems  to  have  made  Solomon  his  model.     We  are  told 
that  he  built  ships  at  Tarshiah  to  go  to  Opbir  for  gold. 
He  might  hope  to  restore  union  to  the  tribes  if  1 
could  not  bring  them  again  under  bis  yoke.     In  spita  j 
of  his  connection  with  the  idolatrous  bouse,  we 
taught  that  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  i 
the  Lord,     In  the  book  of  Chronicles  he  is  stated  " 
have  set  judges  in  the  land,  throughout  all  the  fenced  I 
cities,  city  by  city,  and  to  have  said  to  them, '  Take  j 
heed  what  ye  do  :  forye  judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  1 
Lord,  and  He  is  with  you  in  the  judgment.'  "     In  the  I 
same  record  is  a  description  of  a  great  battle  of  his  with  I 
the  children  of  Moab  and  the  children  of  Ammon  and  j 
of  others  beside,  and  bow  they  were  smitten  before  a   I 
small  host  which  trusted  in  the  Lord.     But  the  inter-  1 
marriages  with  the  bouse  of  Ahab  led  to  two  igiio>  j 
minious   and  idolatrous   reigns,  to  the  destruction  of  | 
Jehosbaphat's  grandson,  and  the  tyranny  of  Atbaliah. 
She  first  seems  to  have  established  the  Baal-worship  in 
Jerusalem.     It  was  Jehoiada  the  priest  who  delivered  i 
the  land  from  that  worship  and  from  her,  and  who  ' 
restored  and  educated  Joash, 

Some  writers  assign  the  prophecy  of  Joel  to  the  j 
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time  of  Joasli.  There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  for 
that  date  except  this  ;  that  he  must  be  considerably 
earlier  than  Hosea^  or  Isaiah,  who  belong  to  the  times 
of  TJ2sziah^  Jotham,  and  Ahaz,  and  that  passages  in  his 
prophecy  show  him  to  have  been  subsequent  to  Jeho- 
shapliat.  He  is  one  of  those  prophets  who  appears 
to  have  been  also  a  priest.  In  the  history  of  Israel 
the  prophet  stands  often  in  marked  distinction  from 
the  priests.  He  is  the  witness  for  the  true  God ;  for 
the  divine  order ;  the  priests  as  well  as  the  kings  are 
the  patrons  or  authors  of  disorder.  In  Judah,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  case  is  different.  There  were  plentiful 
elements  of  division  and  confusion,  but  there  was  a 
standing  witness  against  them.  E^ings  and  priests 
were  open  to  the  same  temptations  here  as  in  the  other 
part  of  the  land.  But  it  was  probable  that  some  would 
always  appear  to  restore  the  old  discipline  when  it  had 
been  broken  through.  At  the  same  time  it  is  quite 
evident  that  a  strong  necessity  was  beginning  to  arise 
in  the  land  for  witnesses  against  religious  formality, 
as  well  as  against  the  irregularity  which  is  so  frequently 
the  reaction  against  it.  It  was  the  special  vocation  of 
the  prophet  to  declare  the  meaning  of  his  country's 
order,  and  thereby  to  prevent  his  brethren  from  mis- 
taking it  for  routine.  There  was  no  reason  why  a 
priest  should  not  vindicate  his  own  hereditary  work 
by  fulfilling  this  function.  After  an  unusual  breach 
in  the  royal  line  and  disturbance  of  the  divine  intes, 
it  would  seem  likely  that  the  two  offices  would  be 
united.  In  later  times  they  may  have  been  quite  as 
often  separated,  though  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  were 
priests  of  the  temple  at  the  time  of  its  destruction. 
This  book  of  Joel  is  then  a  type  of  the  early  Jewish 
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prnplnetiral  diacotirsej  and  may  explain  to  na  wIm 
distant  eventB  in  the  history  of  the  land  would  expand 
it,  and  bring  fresh  discoveries  within  the  sphere  of 
the  inspired  man's  vision.  Joel  speaks  of  a  terrible 
northern  army  which  is  coming  against  Judah.  It  is 
an  army  of  iocusfs,  as  reaily  formidable  as  any  hnman 
hosts  could  be.  For,  aaya  the  prophet,  "  A  fire  de- 
voureth  before  them ;  and  behind  them  a  flame  bumeth. 
The  land  ia  aa  the  garden  of  Eden  before  them,  and 
behind  them  a  desolate  ■wilderness;  yea,  and  nothing 
shall  escape  them.  The  appearance  of  them  is  as  the  ■ 
appearance  of  horwes :  and  as  horsemen  bo  shall  they  \ 
rnn.  Like  the  noise  of  chariots  on  the  tops  of  monn- 
tains  shall  they  leap,  like  the  noise  of  a  flame  of  fire 
that  devoureth  the  stubblej  as  a  strong  people  set  in 
battle  array.  Before  their  face  the  people  shall  be 
much  pained.  AH  faces  shall  gather  blackness.  They 
shall  rnn  like  mighty  men;  they  shall  climb  the  wall 
like  men  of  war;  and  they  shall  march  every  one  on  hia 
ways,  and  they  shall  not  break  their  ranks.  Neither 
shall  one  thrust  another.  They  shall  walk  every  one 
in  his  path  :  and  when  they  fall  upon  the  sword,  they 
shall  not  be  wounded.  They  shall  run  to  and  fro  in 
the  city  J  they  shall  ran  upon  the  wall,  they  shall 
climb  up  npon  the  houses ;  they  shall  enter  in  at  the 
windows  like  a  thief.  The  earth  ahull  quake  before 
(hem  :  the  heavens  shall  tremble  :  the  aun  and  fcho 
moon  shall  be  dark,  and  the  stars  shall  withdraw  their 
shining.*'-(i.  ii.) 

1  have  qnoted  this  passage,  though  it  ia  probably 
familiar  to  you  all,  and  is  connected  with  one  which  we 
shall  be  rending  next  Wednesday,  because  it  may  assist 
in  removing  some  misapprehensions,  more  prevalent 
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perhaps  in  tte  last  century  tlian  in  onr  own,  bat  not 
yet  extinct,  respecting  what  is  called  the  metaphorical 
language  of  the  Old  Testament  writers.  The  eminent 
Bishop  who  wrote  Prelections  on  Hebrew  Poetry,  and 
made  a  new  translation  of  leaiah,  baa  done  snch  good 
service  to  his  own  times  and  snbsequent  times  by  tbwe 
works,  that  it  would  be  most  ungrateful  to  complain  that 
his  learning  and  taste  did  not  always  save  him  from  the 
artificial  phrases  and  habits  of  thought,  which  charac- 
terise the  poetry  and  criticism  of  his  contemporaries. 
He  and  othera  have  fostered  the  notion  that  the 
Jewish  prophet  adopted  a  diction,  which  was  certainly 
very  beautiful,  elevated,  and  suitable  to  an  Orienta,! 
composition,  but  far  removed  from  that  style  which 
conveys  to  a  western  mind  an  impression  of  fact  and 
reality.  It  is  esteemed  the  highest  prai.=e  of  the 
prophets,  that  they  were  carried  by  divine  inspiration 
or  by  the  genins  of  their  country  far  out  of  the  path  in 
which  our  minds  naturally  travel, — and  that  they  were 
able  (so  these  commentators  often  express  themselves) 
to  invest  great  religions  troths  with  the  richest  oma* 
ments  of  the  fancy. 

Now,  when  one  considers  what  stem  reprovers  these 
prophets  were, — how  they  were  overwhelmed  «iih  a 
sense  of  the  evils  which  they  actually  saw,  how  con- 
tinually they  proclaimed  it  to  be  their  task  to  strip  off 
ontsides  and  take  away  varnish  that  they  might  show 
the  thing  as  it  really  was, — it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  they  can  ever  have  practised  arts  of  this  kind,  or 
that  they  would  not  have  denonnced  as  false  prophets 
any  who  did.  Whatever  use  Joel  intended  to  make  of 
this  plague  of  locnsts,  it  was  surely  a  most  tremendous 
iact  for  hosbandmen  and  vine- dressers,  for  every  man 
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md  woman  and  thiia  in  ih^  )mb&.  TTae  it  ■ 
\iv  plsyin^  trixte  wTlii  "whtob.  t»  be  pntiiug  1 
choice  fiemencoB  which  Kfcer-imiK  miErlit  admire  a 
cnmnient  upon  ?  Wonic  Hfter-ranK  im.Te  i 
tltemselTSE  iitB  least  with  s  man  wht'  had  occig 
himself  with  snch  a  Task  ?  "Wonla  liis  owti  lia^e  1 
tut  leasl  tiip  lietiar  inr  il  ?  Or  if  yon  iili  liack  i 
iiHpiTuCiim.  is  it  in  tfaiF  ^rsy  xfasit  &  AmnE'  iiscbgr  li 
It  mnn  to  mf^dnat?  npoii  iJie  wds  (£  his  acaattjy  f 
it  thoG  lie  k  lifted  out  of  himself  to  tiHce  tlie  'v 
^e  Moei  High  ?  1  Kppii-ehend  thet  JobI'b  langoBge  i 
the  iHn^Qitgp  of  pnetry.  oslj  liecKiiae  t^at  vas  che  raai 
strictij  Tentcicns  lanpnafv  he  could  have  emp] 
th&t  whit^  actDKlh"  reipreseiiwd  the  i&ct  herter  1 
aoj  otlier;  beio^  the  ntcemice  d  tht  imnost  li 
a  tnajj  vho  had  Iclr  snd  mLderstood  the  iart  better  tl 
aoT  trtier,  and  irho  wbk  endued  -with  the  power  of 
tn&kii)^  those  who  had  witne^wd  it.  feel  i^&t  he  had 
underEtood  it,  Eince  for  the  first  time  it  cune  home  in 
its  power  to  tbetn&e]re&.  I  trust  and  hfjieve  that  tbeee 
remarks  will  eomid  to  joa  oommoaplaoe,  thxt  yoo  wiR 
have  tmticipated  them  sIL  The  b^iefit  that  we  have 
dwived  from  clearer  apprehensions  of  Uia  natiiro  of 
art  generally  has,  I  am  inclined  to  hope,  reacted  Tcry 
ueefolly  npon  our  Etndj  of  the  Scriptures;  and  has 
rL-niQved  at  leaet  one  impediment  to  oar  reading  them 
Bioipiy  ae  a  child  or  a  peasant  reads  them.  Still  I 
could  not  wholly  suppress  observatinns  which  apply,  I 
bfiliove,  quite  as  strictly  to  all  the  more  complicated 
prophecies  we  may  consider  hereafter,  as  they  do  to 
the  doBcription  of  locaatB  in  the  book  of  Joel.— (ii.) 

This  anny  the  prophet  looks  upon  as  God's  a 
Ue  heara  the  Lord's  voice  going  before  it.     It  is  a  daja 
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of  the  Lord ;  who  can  abide  it  ?     Those  who  saw  the 
regular  succession   of   prayers   and   sacrifices,   would 
naturally  contract  a  faith  in  a  regular  succession  of 
rain  and  crops.     Both  feelings  were  desirable,  until  the 
sense  of  mere  sequence  in  outward  phenomena  dulled 
the  mind  as  to  the  invisible  cause,  the  inward  order 
which  they  betokened.     When  that  effect  had  been 
produced, — and  who  knows  not  how  soon  it  is  produced, 
— ^the  chain  of  custom  and  association  must  be  broken 
through,  or  it  will  bind  the  spirit  in  an  Atheism  the 
more  fatal,  because  unsuspected.     Joel  hears  in  the 
«rmy   of  locusts   a  distinct,  loud  call  to  repentance. 
*'  Therefore  now,^'  saith  the  Lord,  ^^  turn  ye  to  Me  with 
a11  your  heart,  and  with  fasting  and  with  weeping  and 
with  mourning.     And  rend  your  heart  and  not  your 
^rments,  and  turn  to  the  Lord  your  God :  for  He  is 
gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kind- 
ness, and  repenteth  Him  of  the  evil.^'     What  special 
ovils  were  they  to  turn  from  ?     If  the  solemn  assembly 
which  he  asked  for  were  called,  if  the  fast  were  pro- 
claimed, what  would  the  people  have  to  confess  ?     Joel 
does  not  tell  them.     There  is  no  enumeration  of  crimes 
like  those  which  Amos  charged  upon  different  nations 
And  different  classes  in  his  own  nation.     But  a  call  to 
tnm  to  God  may  be  very  practical  when  the  voice  of 
the  teacher  points  to  no  specific  offences,  nay,  when  the 
conscience  itself  is  awake  to  none.     A  dull  mebhanical 
temper  of  mind,  obedience  to  mere  custom,  impulses 
communicated  from  without,  not  from  a  spirit  within, 
a  will  recognising  no  higher  law  than  the  opinion  of 
men, — ^this  is  that  turning  away  from  God,  that  implicit 
denial  of  His  presence,  which  makes  it  a  most  needful 
thing  that  the  call  should  go  forth  from  some  human 
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lips,  and  be  echoed  by  unwonted  natural  o&lamities, 
and  be  received  as  coming  straight  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord,  "  Repent  and  he  converted/'  The  service  of 
a  righteous  Being  demands  a  righteousness  correspond- 
ing to  His ;  He  who  is  a  Spirit,  requires  that  we  should 
worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  troth.  When  we  do  not 
feel  the  force  of  the  first  claim,  our  religion  hecomea 
something  wholly  separated  from  morality ;  we  are  not 
just  in  onr  hearts  or  just  in  our  doing?,  for  we  are  not 
setting  any  standard  of  justice  before  us.  When  the 
second  claim  is  not  allowed,  oar  minds  must  by  degrees 
become  grovelling  and  sensual ;  for  we  confess  no  power 
acting  upon  them,  or  in  them,  to  raise  them  out  of  their 
natural  sloth,  to  overcome  their  gravitation  downward. 
The  capacity  for  manly  effort  becomes  feebler  and 
feebler.  A  lion  is  always  in  the  path  to  every  duty. 
It  is  not  the  inner  life,  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  only, 
which  is  forgotten  and  disbelieved  in ;  the  spade  and  the 
plough  lie  idle ;  it  is  supposed  that  thorns  and  thistles 
are  meant  to  possess  the  ground,  and  that  man  ia  not 
meant  to  remove  them.  How  suitable  a  chastisement 
for  individuals  or  nations  in  this  condition  is  blight  and 
naildew,  the  palmer-worm  and  the  locust  ?  The  mes- 
sengers of  death  are  indeed  messengers  of  resurrection. 
They  say  that  all  things  must  wither  and  die  if  man  him- 
self will  not  arise  and  live.  In  the  torpor  and  palsy  of 
all  his  powers  and  energies  which  he  has  brought  upon 
himself,  and  which  his  circumstances  are  increasing, 
they  force  him  to  ask  what  power  there  is  which  can 
make  him  arise  and  live. — (ii.  12 — 18.) 

The  prophet  therefore  does  not  forget  that  he  is  a 
priest  of  the  temple.  Because  its  services  may  have 
become  unreal,  he  does  not  tell  his  countrymen  to  lay 
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them  aside.  Thia  pestilence  is  sent  tliat  tliey  may  be- 
come real.  He  would  thereEore  have  the  priest  weep 
between  the  porch  and  the  altar ;  he  would  have  a  fast 
and  a  solemn  assembly ;  he  would  have  the  bridegroom 
go  forth  out  of  his  chamber  and  the  bride  out  of  hor 
closet.  God  is  inviting  them  to  turn  to  Ilim,  and  He 
will  surely  enable  them  to  turn  to  Him.  They  have 
Dot  believed  too  much  that  He  was  present  in  His  own 
temple,  at  His  own  altar ;  they  have  forgotten  that  He 
was  there.  They  have  paid  their  offerings  to  Him 
without  remembering  that  He  was  in  the  midst  of 
them.  Let  them  now  come  in  the  faith  that  He  ia 
there,  and  see  whether  He  will  not  bless  them. 

Joel's  prophecy,  like  all  the  other  prophouic's,  does 
not  form  one  continuous  diacourae,  but  ia  broken  into 
a  number  of  discourses.  It  appears  that  hie  exhorta- 
tion was  heard,  the  assembly  oallud,  the  fast  decreoil. 
The  mind  of  the  people  was  really  aroused.  There 
was  an  actual  repentance.  Then  the  propbut  speaks 
again:  "  Fear  not,  O  land ;  be  glad  and  rejoice;  fortho 
Lord  will  do  great  things.  Be  not  afraid,  ye  beasts  of 
the  field :  for  the  pastures  of  the  wildenieaa  do  spring, 
for  the  tree  beareth  her  frnit,  for  the  fig-tree  and  the 
vine  do  yield  their  strength.  Be  glad  then,  ye  children 
of  ZioD,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord  your  God  :  for  He  hath 
given  yon  the  former  rain  moderately,  and  He  will  cause 
to  come  down  for  you  the  rain,  the  former  rain  and 
the  latter  rain  in  the  first  month.  And  the  floors 
ehall  be  full  of  wheat,  and  the  fata  shall  overflow 
with  wine  and  oil.  And  I  will  restore  to  you  the 
years  that  the  locusts  have  eaten,  the  canker-worm, 
and  the  caterpillar,  and  the  palmer-worm,  my  great 
army  which  I  sent  among  you.     And  ye  shall  eat  in 
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plenty  and  be  satisfied,  and  praise  the  name  of  tlie 
Lord  your  God,  who  hath  dealt  wondroosly  with  you: 
and  my  people  shall  never  be  ashamed," — (ii.  21 — 28.) 
These  will  seem  to  many,  very  earthly  and  carnal 
blessings  to  follow  npon  repentance,  blessings  such  a* 
iudicate  an  unspiritual  dispensation.  But  I  apprehend 
that  people  who  speak  thus,  are  in  great  hazard  of 
hecoming  exceedingly  unspiritual  themselves.  The  com 
and  wine  and  oil  are  something  to  them,  whether  they 
acknowledge  it  or  not.  The  question  is  whether  they 
shall  look  at  these  things  simply  in  themselvea,  and 
pay  them  honour  for  their  own  aakes,  while  they  affect 
to  despise  them,  or  whether  they  eball  look  upon  them 
as  gifts  and  signs  of  One  whom  they  cannot  see,  bnt 
who  is  present  with  them.  And  there  is  this  question 
which  follows  from  the  former.  Do  we  think  of  the  corn 
and  wine  and  oil  only  in  connection  with  ourselves,  or 
iu  connection  with  the  land  on  which  we  are  dwelling  7 
Most  assuredly  if  we  take  the  first  course,  we  must 
be  very  earthly  and  aeuaual,  because  we  must  be 
utterly  selfiah.  Joel  took  the  other,  and  thereby  found 
in  those  things  which  men  covet  and  pursue  to  the 
exclusion  of  their  brethren,  therefore  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  themselves,  witnesses  of  hia  relation  to  all  who 
dwelt  on  the  aoil,  tokens  o£  God's  care  for  them  and 
for  it ;  assurances  at  the  same  time  that  he  was 
educating  thorn  by  the  enjoyment  of  these  things  or 
by  the  want  of  them,  to  seek  after  Himself. 

I  prefer  to  place  the  defence  of  the  prophet  on  thia 
ground.  I  might  easily  defend  him  upon  another ;  for 
these  words,  so  well  known  from  the  use  that  is  made 
of  them  in  the  New  Testament,  occur  immediately 
after  those  which  I  have  quoted.     "  And  it  shall  come 
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to  pass  afterward,  that  I  will  pour  out  My  Spirit  upon 
all  flesh.  And  your  sous  and  your  daughters  shall 
prophesy ;  your  old  men  shall  dream  dreams,  your 
young  men  ehall  see  visions.  And  also  upon  the 
servants  and  npon  the  handmaids  in  those  days,  will  I 
pour  out  my  Spirit."  This  promise  is  connected,  as  it 
ia  in  St,  Peter's  quotation  of  it,  with  a  great  and  terrible 
day  of  the  Lord,  What  the  day  was  which  the  prophet 
looked  forward  to,  we  must  try  to  ascertain  from  his 
own  words.  The  coming  of  the  locusts  he  had  regarded 
as  such  a  day ;  but  that  was  past.  That  had  been  a 
revelation  of  the  unseen  presence;  it  had  roused  the 
nation  to  recollect  God,  it  had  done  the  work  it  was 
meant  to  do.  The  other  day  which  he  looked  for  is 
denoted  in  quite  different  language.  "  Behold,  in 
those  days,  it  is  said,  that  in  that  time,  when  I  shall 
bring  again  the  captivity  of  Judah  and  of  Jerusalem, 
I  will  also  gather  all  nations,  and  will  bring  them  down 
into  the  valley  of  Jebosbaphat,  and  will  plead  with 
them  there  for  my  people  and  for  my  heritage  Israel, 
whom  they  have  scattered  among  the  nations,  and 
parted  my  land."  From  these  words  it  is  very  com- 
monly concluded  that  the  prophet  is  looking  forward 
to  a  period  subsequent,  not  only  to  the  captivity  of  thp 
ten  tribes,  but  of  the  two,  not  to  their  captivity  only, 
but  their  restoration.  And  since  no  great  decisive 
battle  can  be  fouud  in  that  period,  it  is  supposed  that 
the  fulfilment  of  the  words  must  be  sought  for  in  the 
Christian  age.  First  it  is  argued  that  it  would  be 
wroug  not  to  make  St.  Peter,  an  inspired  apostle,  the 
interpreter  of  the  words  which  he  adopted,  by  demand- 
ing any  earher  accomplishment  of  them,  A  moment 
aiter,  that  power  of  interpretation  ia  denied  to  the 
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Apostle,  For  it  is  said  tliat  tha  day  o£  the  Lord  which 
he  expected,  and  for  which  he  thought  that  the  out- 
pouring ot  the  Spirit  was  a  preparation,  did  oot  actually 
occur  in  his  age,  and  haa  not  occurred  yet.  I  believe, 
brethren,  that  by  adhering  resolutely  to  the  most 
obvious  interpretation  of  the  words  we  shall  beat 
understand  what  right  St.  Peter  had  to  apply  them  to 
hia  own  time,  what  justification  there  is  for  those  who 
say  they  must  have  a  mystical  or  spiritual  interpreta- 
tion, what  excuse  for  connecting  them  with  our  own 
period,  or  with  periods  yet  to  come. — (ii.  28 — 32.) 

If  you  look  at  the  third  chapter  of  Joel,  you  will 
perceive  to  what  captivity  or  captivities  it  is  that  the 
prophet  is  alluding.  He  complains  that  "Tyre  and 
Sidon  and  the  LEihabitante  of  Palestine  have  taken 
away  my  silver  and  gold,  and  have  carried  into  their 
temples  my  goodly  pleasant  things.  The  children  also 
of  Judah  and  the  children  of  Jerusalem  have  ye  sold 
unto  the  Grecians,  that  ye  might  remove  them  far  from 
their  border."  The  slightest  attention  to  the  history 
will  show  UB  that  invasions  of  Judea  by  the  surround- 
ing nations  were  most  frequent;  that  the  cities  and 
the  temple  were  often  rifled,  that  numbers  of  captives 
were  carried  away ;  these  would  be  taken  to  Tyre  and 
Sidon;  they  would  be  sold  there  for  slaves.  So  com- 
mercial a  people  as  the  Phcenicians  would  of  course 
very  frequently  sell  them  beyond  the  seas,  to  the 
countries  with  which  they  were  trafficking.  We  have 
so  used  oui'selves  to  the  word  captivity  as  applicable  to 
one  or  two  great  deportations,  that  we  very  little  appre- 
ciate the  seriousness  of  these  repeated  invasions  and 
the  continual  misery  which  they  caused.  That  which 
Joel  anticipates^  is  the  punishment  of  all  these  robbers 
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of  men  and  invaiJera  of  boundaries ;  Bonie  very  sweeping 
and  tremendous  punishment  which  would  resemble  in 
its  results  the  great  battle  which  Jehoshaphat  fought 
with  the  Moabitea  and  Ammonites,  or  which  (since  the 
word  Jehoshaphat  bears  that  signification),  would  be  a 
great  jadgment  of  God  upon  the  nations.  What  nation 
should  execute  this  puniahmeot  the  prophet  doea  not 
declare.  Only  he  ia  sure  that  it  will  be  a  great  day  of 
decision,  very  fearful  to  all  who  are  engaged  in  it. 
He  is  sure  that  the  righteous  sentence  of  God  upon 
those  who  have  been  committing  unrighteous  and  un- 
brotherly  acts,  will  be  seen  in  it.  He  is  sure  that  the 
thieves  will  be  forced  to  disgorge  aome  of  their  un- 
lawful prey.  He  is  sure  lastly  that  Jerusalem  and 
Mount  Zion  will  be  brought  through  the  conflict, 
"  Judah  shall  dwell  for  ever,  and  Jerusalem  from 
generation  to  generation," — {iii.) 

If  we  compare  the  exceeding  vividneaa  of  Joel's 
descriptions  when  he  is  treating  of  the  actual  miseries 
of  his  land,  whether  they  come  from  a  flight  of  locusts 
or  from  human  marauders,  with  the  dimness  of  his 
language  reapectiug  this  approaching  crisis, — dimness 
which  is  compatible  with  the  most  perfect  confidence 
as  to  its  result, — we  shall  leam  much  respecting  the 
character  of  prophecy  itself.  Joel,  indeed,  the  earliest 
of  the  written  prophets,  in  a  remarkable  sense,  prepares 
us  for  those  who  are  to  follow  him,  as  we  sometimes 
see  the  moon  in  her  first  quarter  with  one  bright 
luminous  border  and  the  complete  orb  lying  pale  and 
shadowy  within  it.  He  foresees  the  very  event  which 
Amos  saw,  with  far  more  definiteness,  because  he  con- 
templated it  in  reference  to  the  three  and  four  evils 
•which  it  was  to  punish.     Joel  has  spoken  already  of 
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punishments  and  of  repentance;  he  now  lonka  forwards 
with  certainty  to  some  great  struggle  which  shall  test 
the  strength  of  Mount  Zion  and  Jerusalem,  and  show 
that  those  who  believe  in  God  have  a  sure  foundation. 
He  is  quite  aware  how  little  he  knows  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  coming  day.  He  is  not  to  strengthen 
his  countrymen  for  it.  Before  it  comes,  others  will  te 
raised  up  to  whom  more  full  and  clear  vision  will  be 
granted.  God  will  not  bring  on  the  terrible  conflict 
till  He  has  poured  out  His  Spirit  on  His  servants  and 
His  handmaidens. 

I  think  we  shall  find  aa  we  proceed  that  both 
announcements  bad  their  exact  and  even  then-  rapid 
accomplishment.  We  are  entering  upon  a  period  of 
the  history  in  many  respects  different  from  any  that 
we  have  contemplated  hitherto, — yet  one  for  which 
all  previous  periods  have  been  preparing.  The  little 
Jewish  kingdom  is  to  be  brought  into  direct  conflict 
with  the  gi-eat  Asiatic  monarchies.  There  will  be  an 
invasion  which  will  fulfil  all  the  expectations  both  of 
Amos  and  Joel ;  which  will  avenge  the  crimes  of  the 
petty  nations  against  each  other  j  which  will  bring  to 
the  ground  the  new  prosperity  of  the  ten  tribes ;  which 
will  show  Judah  its  vanity  and  hollownesa ;  which  will 
attest  the  might  of  Him  to  protect  it,  in  whom  it  has 
not  trusted.  As  that  day  approaches  we  shall  find 
that  a  flood  of  light  is  poured  into  the  minds  of  the 
seers  who  are  to  guide  their  country  through  its 
judgment-day, — light  which  was  exactly  adapted  to 
the  needs  of  that  day, — and  which  has  guided  the  steps 
of  His  wayfarers  in  successive  generations  through 
hours  of  gloom  and  terror. 

And  since  this  conflict,  ao  far  from  having  ceased 
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wben  ire  enter  into  tte  period  of  New  Testament 
history,  was  then  reaching  its  climax,  since  the  full 
battle  between  the  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  the 
kingdom  of  mere  power  was  then  brought  to  its  great 
arbitrement  when  the  crucified  Son  of  God  was  pro- 
claimed as  the  head  of  a  polity  comprehending  all 
nations  and  langnages, — a  polity  as  extensive  aa  the 
empire  which  had  sacceeded  to  the  character  and 
pretensions  of  the  old  Asiatic  monarchiea, — and  since 
onr  Lord  had  declared  that  there  was  to  be  in  that 
generation,  a  great  crisis  which  should  show  whether 
the  powers  of  the  earth  would  cmshthis  feeble  society, 
or  whether  it  would  come  forth  a  new  Jerusalem  oat 
of  the  rains  of  the  old,  I  apprehend  St.  Peter  was  not 
applying  an  old  prophecy  carelessly  or  allusiTely,  but 
giving  to  it  its  full  depth  of  meaning,  when  he  said 
that  the  Pentecostal  gift  was  that  which  Joel  had 
spoken  of  generations  before;  that  tjie  Spirit  of  power 
ttad  love  and  a  soond  mind  which  had  been  bestowed 
Upon  them  that  they  might  testify  of  God's  love  and 
redemption  to  the  world,  waa  the  Spirit  who  had 
apoken  in  old  times  by  the  prophets ;  that  a  day  was 
at  hand,  which  nothing  bat  that  Spirit  could  enable 
Any  to  pass  through. 

And  like  days  of  the  Lord,  like  battles  in  the  valley 
of  decision,  bare  there  been  between  the  two  kingdoms 
wUch  are  striding  together  apon  this  earth,  often 
•mce  that  time.  We  may  not  be  able  to  determine 
who  were  the  combatants  on  each  side.  In  a  tbonaand 
oases  it  may  be  hard  to  say  '  these  were  merely  main- 
taining the  evil  cause;  these  were  altogether  on  the 
side  of  jaHtice  and  truth  and  order.'  There  is  often  a 
confusion  of  banners ;  names  and  watchwords 
08 
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are  imperfect  helps  in  ascertaining  who  are  doing 
God's   work,   who    are   HinderiDg   it.     We   must   he 

content,  yea  rejoice,  that  their  judgment  is  not  with 
aa  bnt  with  the  Lord.  The  old  prophets  tell  na  that 
Samaria  was  as  evil  as  Tyma,  that  there  was,  not 
seldom,  a  worse  spirit  in  Jenisalem  than  in  Moab, 
They  tell  aa  this.  It  is  the  maiu  cause  of  their  sorrow 
and  anguish.  But  it  does  not  lead  them  to  doubt 
that  there  is  a  battle  between  God  and  Hia  enemies. 
It  drives  them  to  think  of  Him  firstly  and  chiefly } 
because  He  ia  light  and  in  Him  is  no  darknesa ; 
becanse  all  manner  of  evil  in  sinners  and  saints,  in 
those  who  confess  His  name  or  iu  those  who  are 
ignorant  of  it,  must  be  hateful  to  Him ;  and  all  good, 
wherever  it  lies  scattered,  must  be  from  Him  and 
must  be  at  last  gathered  to  Hia  side. 

Oh,  brethren,  let  us  learn  this  great  lesson.  We 
know  not  when  the  final  day  of  decision  is  to  be.  But 
there  is  some  day  of  decision  in  every  age, — some 
great  battle  of  truth  and  falsehood,  of  righteousness 
and  injustice,  of  love  and  self-will, — in  which  we  must 
one  and  all  take  part.  There  is  a  power  of  destruc- 
tion at  work  in  every  society,  in  every  heart.  Do  not 
fancy  that  you  are  less  in  danger  from  it  than  your 
forefathers  were.  It  is  nearest  to  you  when  you  are 
least  aware  of  its  approaches,  when  you  are  least  on 
your  watch  against  it.  A  day  may  be  very  near  at 
hand  when  the  question  will  be  forced  upon  every  one, 
and  when  every  one  must  give  the  answer  to  it,  "  Art 
thou  on  the  side  of  self-willed  power  or  of  righteous- 
ness T  Dost  thou  worship  the  Devil  or  the  Father  of 
lights  ?"  As  that  great  and  terrible  day  approaches, — 
terrible  to  every  man  who  knows  what  the  treachery 
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»<jf  hia  own  heart  i,=,  and  yet  most  blefsed,  because  in 
■  4ihat  day  God  -will  cast  out  the  dividing  destructive 
I  principle  on  wLich  He  has  prononnced  Hia  sentence, 
[  which  Christ  died  to  overcome, — we  most  seek  a 
fnlfilment  of  the  old  promise  which  has  never  failed 
yet.  Before  any  critical  event,  any  world  epoch,  there 
has  been  vouchsafed  to  the  hamble  and  meek,  greater 
insight  into  the  past,  greater  foresight  of  that  which  is 
to  come.  There  has  been  a  power  of  vision,  a  capacity 
of  looking  into  the  meaning  of  things,  a  diacoTery  of 
the  springs  which  lie  beneath  the  suiface,  which  are 
only  granted  when  they  are  desired  not  for  the  glory 

I  of  the  seeker,  bnt  for  the  necessities  of  the  Church  and 
of  mankind.  It  is  not  that  there  are  more  yoang  or 
old  men  dreaming  dreams  in  the  sense  which  we  some- 
times give  to  that  phrase;  men  flying  from  the  facts 
qf  the  world,  dwelling  in  a  region  of  fancy.  The 
dreams  which  Joel  and  St.  Peter  speak  of,  indicate  a 
closer  contact  with  reahties,  a  more  inward  communion 
with  Him  who  is  tme,  an  intolerance  of  shadows,  a 
longing  for  substance.  Such  dreams  come  not  through 
Hie  mnltitnde  of  basiness  nor  through  the  listless- 
nesa  which  follows  it.  They  come  to  earnest  spirits 
straggling  for  life,  wearied  with  the  noise  of  the  world 

»with  the  strife  of  nations  and  opinions,  distrusting 
themselves,  believing  in  God. 
Bat  that  we  may  not  receive,  instead  of  this  true 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  light,  a  fanatical  spirit, ^which 
will  fill  OS  with  conceits,  which  will  divide  us  from 
our  brethren,  which  will  drive  us  at  last  among  the 
world's  swine  and  then  down  a  steep  place  into  the 
I  deep, — we  should  remember  that  the  prophet  who 
Lspeaks  of  seeing  visions  and  dreaming  dreams^  speaks 


1 

BID.  C^RBl^^H 


I 


lUo        A   PLEDGE   OF   BLESSINGS   TO   THE   WOELD. 

first  of  turniugto  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart.  Repent- 
ance 13  God'a  choicest  and  deepest  gift;  repentance 
for  our  habitual  dreariness  and  coldness,  for  that 
shaJlowuesa  of  heart  which  overtakes  us  when  we  are 
surrounded  with  the  tokens  of  His  presence,  when  we 
are  partakers  of  the  ordinances  of  His  grace ;  which 
those  very  privileges  seem  to  produce  in  us;  from 
which  troubles  iudividual  or  national  cannot  of  them- 
selves deliver  us.  Divines  may  have  infinite  refine- 
ments about  the  mode,  degrees,  and  effect  of  repent- 
ance. Thiit  one  phrase  of  Scripture,  'turning  to  God,' 
contains  I  think  all  that  we  can  say  of  it.  '  Man, 
Ihou  art  living,  moving,  having  thy  being  in  One 
whom  thou  art  habitually  forgetting.  That  forgetful- 
ueas  makes  thee  forget  thy  brethren ;  yea,  and  in  the 
truest  sense  forget  thyself.  Thou  dost  not  know 
what  thou  ai't,  whither  thou  art  tending.  All  the 
oartb  is  a  riddle  to  thee.  Thy  fellow-men  are  hin- 
drcmoes  iu  thy  way.  Thou  art  thine  own  great  curse 
and  terror.  Recollect  from  whom  come  the  thoughts 
and  impulses  of  the  mind  and  will  within  thee ;  who 
can  make  those  thoughts  and  impulses  an  order  in- 
stead of  a  chaos.  Turn  round  to  the  light  which  is  ever 
sending  fiashes  into  the  midst  of  thy  darkness.  Ask 
that  instead  of  such  momentary  appearances,  from 
which  thoa  shrinkest  as  a  gnilty  thing  surprised,  it 
may  penetrate  ihee  and  possess  ihee,  and  become  thy 
coDSt&nt  habitation.  Open  thine  eyes  and  see  what 
witnesses  there  are  of  this  light  all  aroand  thee. 
Every  church,  every  prayer,  every  season  of  ibe  year, 
is  testifying  of  it  and  reminding  thee  of  it.  These  are 
visible  things,  established  upon  earth,  powerless  in 
themselves;  but  signs  of  a  Kingdom  of  Heaven;  signs 
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of  a  power  which  can  transform  thee  and  transform 
the  world.  When  thou  yieldest  thyself  to  its  transform- 
ing energy,  thou  wilt  not  bear  to  see  the  earth  lying 
crushed  under  the  weight  of  its  sins  and  oppressions. 
Thou  wilt  believe  in  thy  heart  and  declare  with  thy 
lips  that  in  Mount  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem,  in  the 
Church  which  God  has  set  up,  in  the  people  who 
believe  in  His  love,  there  is  a  prophecy  of  deliverance 
for  the  universe/ 


SERMON  Xn. 

THE   UNFAITHFUL   WIFH. 

(Linceln'i  Inn,  lit  Sunday  in  Lent. — Ftb.  29, 1S52.) 

For  Bha  did  not  know  that;  1  gnve  her  oora,  aud  wine,  and  c 

mnltipli^  her  eilTer  and  gold^  wMoli  thej  prepared  for  BaaJ. — -  ■ 


Thb  history  of  the  tea  tribes  after  the  death  of  Jero-  i 
boam  II.  explains  and  coufirma  the  terrible  warn- 
inga  of  Amos.  "Zechariah,  the  aon  of  Jeroboam, 
reigned  over  Israel  for  six  months.  And  SJialUmi  the 
son  of  Joaah  conspired  against  him,  and  smote  him 
before  the  people,  and  slew  him,  and  reigned  in  hia 
stead.  Shallum  reigued  a  full  month  in  Satnaria,  for 
Menahem  the  son  of  Gadi  went  up  from  Tirzah,  and 
came  to  Samaria,  and  reigned  in  hia  stead."  This  reign 
lasted  ten  years.  It  is  very  memorable  in  the  hiatory, 
for  in  the  course  of  it,  Pul  the  king  of  Assyria  came 
against  the  land.  "And  Menahem  gave  Pul  a  thousand 
talents  of  silver,  that  his  hand  might  be  with  him  to 
confirm  the  kingdom  in  hia  hand.  And  he  exacted 
the  money  of  Israel,  even  of  all  the  mighty  men  of 
wealth,  of  each  man  fifty  shekels  of  silver,  to  give  to 
the  king  of  Aaayria.  Go  the  king  of  Assyria  turned 
back,  and  stayed  not  there  in  the  land," — 2 


J 
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Thiis  the  first  appearance  of  tliia  great  empire  in  con- 
nection with  the  Palestine  people,  ia  a  sure  witness  of 
all  that  is  to  follow.  The  king  becomes  at  once  the 
trihutary;  he  trusts  to  Assyria  to  keep  him  on  the 
throne;  he  incara  the  hatred  of  his  most  powerful 
snbjects  to  obtain  this  protection.  His  son  reigns  for 
two  years,  "Then  Pekah  the  son  of  Eemaliah,  a  captain 
of  his,  smote  him  in  Samaria  in  the  palace  of  the  king's 
house,  with  fifty  men  of  the  Gileadites :  and  he  killed 
him  and  reigned  in  his  room."  Possibly  the  Assyrian 
tendencies  of  Menahem  and  his  son  were  the  cause  of 
this  insnrrection ;  Pekah  may  have  been  the  head  of  a 
national  or  of  an  Egyptian  party.  He  had  certainly 
ambitions  projects,  for  he  conspired  with  Eezin  the  king 
of  Syria  against  Jerusalem  and  its  king,  with  the 
deliberate  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  house  of 
I   David, 

The  kings  of  that  house  after  Joash,  viz.  Amaziah, 
Uzziah,  and  Jotham,  are  all  spoken  of  with  respect ; 
"they  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the 
'  Lord,"  but  Amaziah  vainglorionsly  "defied  the  king  of 
Israel  to  look  him  in  the  face,  and  Judah  was  put  to 
[  the  worst  before  Israel;  and  Jehoash  took  Amaziah 
I  king  of  Judah,  and  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  brake  down 
[  the  wall  of  Jerasalem,  and  took  all  the  gold  and  silver, 
and  all  the  vessels  that  were  found  in  the  house  of  thu 
Lord,  and  tlie  treasures  of  the  king's  house,  and  hos- 
tages, and  returned  to  Samaria."     This  was  the  greatest 
humiliation  which  Judah  had  suffered,  jnst  at  a  time 
when  it  probably  hoped  to  conquer  the  tribes  that  in- 
H      flicted  it.     In  Amaziah's  reign,  and  in  that  of  his  son 
^fe    and  grandson,  we  are  told  that  the  high  places  were  not 
^B  taken  aw)i.y,  that  the  people  did  sacrifice  and  burnt 
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incense  in  them.  There  must  have  been  therefore  i 
continual  growth  of  snperstition  and  idolatrona  worship, 
daring  the  period  before  the  reign  of  Ahaz.  All  the 
open  and  latent  corrnptions  and  nnbehef  of  the  peoph) 
embodied  themselves  in  this  king.  His  predecessors 
had  not  tried  to  extirpate  the  ovil,  though  they  were  I 
personally  pnre  from  it.  "  He  walked  in  the  way  of 
the  kings  of  Israel,  yea,  and  made  his  sons  to  pass 
through  the  fire,  according  to  the  abominations  of  the 
heathen,  whom  the  Lord  oast  out  before  the  children 
«i  Israel.  And  he  sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  on  the 
high-places,  and  on  the  hills,  and  under  every  green 
tree."  One  can  understand  how  snch  a  man  would  feel 
iiad  act  when  he  heard  that  two  neighbouring  kings 
were  conspiring  against  him.  The  heart  of  him  and  of 
his  people,  we  are  told,  was  moved  by  the  news  of  it. 
Its  the  trees  are  moved  by  the  wind.  He  could  think 
only  of  the  immediate  danger,  and  how  to  avert  that. 
"So  he  sent  messengers  to  Tiglath-Pileser,  king  of 
Assyria,  saying,  *I  am  thy  servant  and  thy  son.  Come 
up  and  save  me  out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Syria 
and  out  of  the  hand  of  the  kiiig  of  Israel  which  rise  ap  , 
against  me.'  And  the  king  o£  Assyria  hearkened  unto  M 
him  J  for  he  went  up  against  Damascus  and  took  i^J 
and  carried  the  people  of  it  captive  to  Kir,  and  slew 
Reziii."— 2  Kings  xvi.  7.  We  are  told  before  (xv.  29), 
that  "he  took  Ijon,  and  Kedesh,  and  Hazor,  and 
G-ilead,  and  Galilee,  all  the  land  of  Naphtali,  and  carried 
them  captive  to  Assyria." 

By  fur  the  most  profound  commentary  upon  these 
i-ocords, — as  they  bear  upon  Judah,  upon  Israel,  upon 
the  surromding  nations,  upon  the  Asiatic  Monarchies, 
upon  the  future  condition  of  God'ri  kingdom  and  of 
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mankind, — is  to  be  found  in  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah^ 
which  I  propose  hereafter  to  consider.  But  there  is  an 
earlier  prophet  who  is  the  proper  preparation  for  Isaiah ; 
a  prophet  from  whom  one  learns  more  perhaps  than 
from  any  other,  the  intensely  individual  and  intensely 
national  character  of  that  work  to  which  prophets  were 
called;  the  actual  meaning  of  the  divine  covenant;  the 
state  and  the  sins  of  a  people  living  under  one;  the 
reason  and  method  of  the  divine  punishments;  the 
ground  upon  which  a  seer,  crushed  under  the  sense  of 
his  nation^s  sins,,  could  hope  for  its  restoration. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  words  of  Hosea  the  son 
of  Beeri  most  carefully,  are  convinced  that  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  must  have  been  passed  in  the  kingdom 
of  Israel.  He  speaks,  they  say,  of  its  hills  and  valleys, 
of  its  villages  and  fenced  cities,  in  a  way  which  shews 
that  he  had  been  brought  up  among  them ;  that  they 
had  worked  themselves  into  his  heart,  as  only  that 
scenery  can,  which  is  dear  from  the  associations  of 
childhood  and  home.  He  dwells  upon  the  special 
corruptions  of  the  ten  tribes,  of  their  kings  and  priests, 
like  one  who  was  in  direct  contact  with  them;  who 
knew  what  was  going  on  in  the  land,  and  had  looked 
into  the  inmost  heart  of  it.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
observed  that  when  he  turns  to  Judah  he  exhibits  the 
sympathy  and  affection  of  a  child  of  Abraham ;  bub 
still  of  a  comparative  stranger.  He  has  at  first  well- 
grounded  hopes  of  it,  such  as  he  could  not  cherish  for 
his  own  soil;  but  as  time  advances,  and  his  know- 
ledge becomes  greater,  these  hopes  are  united  with 
the  saddest  forebodings.  One  sister  he  finds  is  scarcely 
less  treacherous  than  the  other,  nay,  the  treachery  of 
Judah  if  less  flagrant  seems  to  him  more  deep ;  there 
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ia  a  falsehood  in  both  which  terrible  fires  mnet  bam 
out.  These  remarks  are  of  great  use,  because  they 
show  how  real  the  diction  of  every  true  prophet  is ; 
how  directly  it  is  drawn  from  actual  nature:  how 
much  of  what  we  call  oriental  extravagance  and 
hyperbole  ia  supplied  by  our  own  loose  and  careless 
mode  of  reading.  It  saves  us  trouble  to  bestow  some 
general  names  of  this  kind,  upon  epithets  and  descrip- 
tions which  may  indicate  the  clearest  perception  of 
external  objects,  and  are  expressions  of  the  most  living 
inward  convictions. 

We  do  not  however  want  arguments  of  this  kind  to 
prove  that  Hosea,  at  all  events,  was  busy  with  facts 
and  not  with  fictions.  He  had  to  understand  the 
principles  of  his  country's  history  by  most  fearful 
passages  in  his  own.  Because  the  land  had  committed 
great  adolteries,  departing  from  the  Lord,  he  must 
rnarry  an  adulteress,  he  must  experience  again  and 
again  her  infidelities ;  she  was  to  bear  children,  whose 
names  would  denote  her  shame;  for  whom  he  must 
feel  a  father's  yearnings,  yet  whom  he  could  not  dare 
to  call  his.  The  wife  was  at  length  to  desert  him  for 
her  lovers.  He  was  again  to  redeem  her ;  to  enduie 
the  intolerable  anguish  of  love  struggling  with  indig- 
nation and  disgust;  to  exhibit  his  love  in  the  true  and 
only  possible  form  of  restraint  and  punishment ;  to  see 
through  that  punishment  glimpses  of  hope;  faint 
tlickeriog  tokens  of  reformation,  in  themselves  quite 
unsatisfactory,  yet  testifying  that  there  is  a  power  in 
love  which  may  triumph  at  last  over  the  most  obstinate 
resistance.  A  fearful  education  for  a  man  to  pass 
through,  fearful  beyond  any  racks  and  dungeons  by 
which  saints  in  later  days  have  been  trained  to  fnith 
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1  patience;  yet  it  must  have  broaght  Hosea  into 
pths  of  insight  and  wisdom  which  all  times  may 
discern  and  profit  by.  His  words  may  have  been 
imperfectly  anderstood,  a  namber  of  bis  alluBions  may 
baffle  even  learned  interpreters ;  but  the  most  simple 
have  obtained  from  him  Lints  of  trulbsj  which  every 
day's  experience  of  themselves  and  of  the  world  have 
made  more  precious;  and  which,  they  believe,  the 
ages  to  come  will  not  exhanst  but  develop.  For  there 
is,  I  conceive,  in  every  prophecy,  and  in  every  book 
which  God  has  intended  for  the  instruction  of  men, 
a  leading  thought  which  forces  itself  upon  the  mind 
of  a  serious  reader, — though  he  is  a  mere  wayfarer, — 
almost  without  his  knowing  it ;  and  this  thought 
becomes  a  part  of  him,  and  interprets  perplexing  facts 
which  cross  him  in  his  ordinary  path.  If  you  question 
him  as  to  the  way  in  which  he  arrived  at  hia  know- 
ledge he  may  be  quite  unable  to  answer  you ;  his 
impression  of  the  surrounding  details  may  be  vagne 
and  confused  to  the  last  degree;  nevertheless  he  has 
a  secret  which  yon  must  nse  if  you  would  have  a 
clearer  insight  respecting  those  details.  Apart  from 
the  central  truth,  to  which  he  is  often  led  by  what 
may  truly  be  called  divination,  the  book  is  a  rhapsody^ 
no  geographical,  chronological,  or  philological  facts, — 
immeasurably  valuable  as  they  all  are, — can  make  it 
orderly  or  reasonable.  In  Hosea's  case  the  leading 
thought  reveals  iteelf  without  any  divination.  He 
makes  known  t«)  us  at  the  outset  of  the  book,  the 
fearful  discipline  which  is  the  key  to  all  the  contents 
of  it.  The  mystery  of  marriage,  the  violation  of  vowa, 
the  husband's  long- suffering,  the  way  in  which  it 
works, — these  are  not  the  ornaments  of  the  book  but 
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the  subjects  of  it ;  ttey  are  never  absent  for  a  moment  i 
from   tlie   mind  of    the  writer;   tliey  should   not 
absent  from  our  minds  if  we  would  know  wliat  I 
he  has  to  teach  respecting  his  own  land,  or  our  land, 
or  ourselves.     The  cardinal  doctrine  of  Hosea's  pro- 
phecy and  of  his  life,  that  without  which  one  is  as 
unintelligible  aa  the  other,  is  that  man  being  made  in 
the  image  of  God,  all  human  relationships  are  images    I 
of    divine   relationships ;     that    through    tbem    God  ' 
acqnaiuta   us  with    His   character  and   governm 
that  in  them  we  are  to  show  forth  that  character  and  | 
government. 

Any  verbal  statement  of  this  doctrine  naturally  I 
provokes  this  objection.  'That,'  it  is  said, 
be  true  if  human  relationships  were  in  their  proper  I 
reasonable  condition.  But  manifestly  they  are  not. 
We  are  fallen  beings.  Our  fallen  condition  lies  at  the 
very  root  of  our  intercourse  with  each  other, — of  our 
affections  and  sympathies.  Tou  cannot  without  the 
grossest  extravagance,  scarcely  without  blasphemy, 
connect  them  with  anything  celestial  or  divine.  They 
are  of  the  earth,  earthly.  Tou  must  acknowledge 
them  to  have  this  origin,  and  then  try  as  well  as  you 
can,  to  rectify  the  more  flagrant  anomalies  in  them,  by 
the  restraints  of  law,  the  arguments  and  influences  of 
religion.' 

Here  is  the  answer.  Hosea's  marriage  asBomoa, 
if  any  one  ever  did,  a  false  condition  of  things,  the 
existence  of  all  possible  evil  and  contradiction, 
is  nothing  Utopian  surely  in  his  view  of  domestic  or 
of  public  life.  He  enters  with  a  foresight, — very 
imperfect  doubtless,  falling  immeasurably  short  of  the 
dreadful  reality,  bat   still   with   a  foresight,— of  the 
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conseqnences^  upon  a  life  which  he  knows  will  be  one 
of  personal  misery.  He  does  this  expressly  to  illustmto 
the  oonrse  of  the  divine  procedure.  This  was  the 
prophet's  appointed  duty.  Explain  it  as  you  will,  but 
admit  at  least  that  he  does  not  recognise  the  fallen 
natnre  itself,  or  the  most  actual  and  terrible  results  of 
that  nature  in  the  most  depraved  society,  as  setting 
aside  the  order  which  God  has  established,  or  making 
the  exhibition  of  that  order  impossible. 

Hosea  began  with  the  belief  that  his  nation  was 
holy,  called  by  God  to  be  holy,  because  he  was  holy. 
That  belief  had  to  struggle  with  evidence  which 
seemed  to  set  it  utterly  at  nought,  to  make  it 
absolutely  ridiculous  and  monstrous.  A  holy  nation  ! 
why  '  there  is  no  truth  nor  mercy  nor  knowledge  of 
God  in  the  land/  A  holy  nation  1  why  '  by  swearing, 
and  lying,  and  killing,  and  stealing,  and  committing 
adultery,  they  break  out,  and  blood  toucheth  blood.^ 
A  holy  nation  1  why  '  it  is  like  people,  like  priest,  and 
the  prophets  are  with  them,^  A  holy  nation  1  why 
^the  king  is  glad  with  their  wickedness  and  the 
princes  with  their  lies;  the  king  is  a  drunkard;  he 
stretcheth  out  his  hand  with  the  scorners.^  This  a 
holy  nation  1  What,  because  Abraham  its  first  father 
was  holy  ?  because  it  bears  the  sign  of  the  covenant 
which  testified  that  he  believed  God,  and  which 
denoted  that  he  was  separated  from  his  own  lust  and 
from  the  surrounding  world  to  his  Maker  7  Gould  a 
prophet,  an  earnest  righteous  man,  believe  such  a 
fiction  as  this  ?  And  yet  it  stands  written,  ^  this  is  a 
holy  nation  I '  God  who  cannot  lie  has  pronounced  it 
80.  He  has  spoken  not  of  a  few  individuals  in  it, — 
exceptions  from  the  rest, — ^as  consecrated,  redeemed. 
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devoted  to  Him;  He  has  bestowed  ttat  title  npon 
Israel.  What  can  it  mean  ?  How  can  I  a  prophet 
admit  the  facta  of  which  my  ear  beara  witness,  and 
yet  cleave  to  these  assertions  which  come  aa  I  have 
always  thought  from  One  who  knows  what  ray  eyes  and 
ears  cannot  tell  me,  who  looks  into  the  very  secrets  of 
things  ? 

Hosea  discovered  the  reconciliation  of  these  divina 
declarations,  and  these  facts  of  human  observation,  in 
one  case,  by  realising  it  in  another.  Coold  he  deceive 
himself  that  the  bond  which  nnited  him  to  Gomer 
the  daughter  of  Dibleam,  was  a  holy  bond  ?  Was  not 
the  ground  of  it  holy  7  God  had  instituted  it.  Waa 
not  it  holy  in  its  very  principle  and  nature  ?  It 
expressed  an  entire  love  and  devotiou  on  his  aide  to 
one  who  gave  up  herself  to  him.  Did  he  not  feel  and 
know  that  in  trying  to  carry  ont  the  meaning  of  it 
1  raised  above  himself ;  that  he  acted  in  a  way 
in  which  he  could  not  have  acted  from  any  mere 
impulses  of  his  own  ?  Everything  in  bis  life  tended 
to  awaken  personal  bitterneaa  ;  yet  a  tenderness  was 
called  forth  in  him  towards  her  which  surmounted 
that  bitterness  and  transformed  it.  This  tenderness 
extended  to  her  children ;  it  became  a  part  of  his  life. 
It  did  not  exclude  horror  of  her  wrong-doings,  they 
grew  up  side  by  side;  one  sustained  the  other;  eaob 
was  stronger  as  the  mere  sense  of  injury  and  insult 
to  himaelf  was  chastened  and  subdued.  From  what 
sonrce  could  such  feelings  come;  how  were  they  kept 
alive?  They  must  be  derived  out  of  a  higher  love; 
a  love  utterly  unselfish;  patient  of  the  wrong-doerj 
detesting  the  wrong.  That  love  must  be  the  law  of 
Hie  being  who  gives  man  Uis  law;  it  must  be  th& 


4 


guide  and  measarB 
the  will  of  mfta, 


NATION'S  ADULTBitY.  2C9 

of  His  acts  who  directs  the  acts  and 


This  was  a  revelation  indeed,  worth  the  cost  of 
unspeakable  suffering.  But  see  what  was  implied  in 
it.  Hosea  had  not  merely  learnt  how  he  might  be  a 
gracious  loving  man,  and  might  show  forth  gi-ace  and 
love  to  one  who  had  gone  astray.  He  had  not  merely 
learnt  that  God  desired  him  to  have  this  character 
because  it  corresponded  to  His  own.  He  had  been 
taught  that  when  he  was  most  tme,  most  loving,  most 
holy,  he  was  but  conforming  to  an  order ;  and  that  his 
wife  when  most  false  was  hnt  violating  this  order.  He 
was  but  submitting  to  follow  a  law  under  which  he  had 
been  placed  ;  to  act  out  the  relation  into  which  he  had 
entered.  She  was  claiming  to  have  a  way  of  her  own, 
refusing  to  be  under  a  law ;  saying  that  the  relation 
into  which  she  had  entered  was  a  restraint  upon  her 
liberty.  Did  not  the  interpretation  of  that  seeming 
opposition  between  faith  and  experience  lie  here  ?  Did 
not  experience  itself  offer  the  most  perfect  vindication 
of  faith  ?  Precisely  what  was  true  of  this  woman  waa 
true  of  the  nation  to  which  she  belonged.  It  waa 
brought  into  an  order.  The  unseen  Lord  had  declareil 
that  it  was  in  an  actual  relation  to  Him;  that  it  stoud 
while  it  acknowledged  Him  and  depended  upon  Him ; 

I  that  when  it  ceased  to  acknowledge  Him  it  would  fall 
under  the  dominion  of  its  own  instincts  aod  appetites  ; 
that  these  instincts  and  appetites  would  assuredly 
make  it  the  slave  of  all  visible  things.  It  had  ceased 
to  acknowledge  Him,  to  believe  Him ;  it  had  fallen  into 
this  slaveiy.  Kings,  priests,  people,  prophets  had 
fallen  into  it.  There  waa  no  need  of  arguments  to 
prove  it.  The  low  animal  habits  of  the  pejple  declared 
: ==^ 
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on  what  objects  they  were  setting  their  hearts ;  every  ' 
high  hill  and  grove  showed  how  their  religion  was 
working  with  their  natural  tendencies ;  gis-ing  them  a 
sanction,  aggravating  them,  receiving  back  ever  freah 
corruption  from  them.  What  name  could  be  found  for 
such  offences  f — a  name  denoting  at  once  the  principle 
and  effect  of  them,  Hosea  could  only  call  them 
adulteries.  The  nation  had  been  married  to  an  nnseen 
husband,  to  whom  it  was  bound  by  all  holy  bonds  and 
covenants.  These  bonds  and  covenants  might  be 
regarded  as  merely  artificial  and  imaginary  ;  tbey  woald, 
of  course,  be  so  regarded,  the  moment  the  nation  had 
become  incapable  of  counting  anything  as  real  that  was 
not  visible  ;  the  moment  it  had  passed  into  an  utterly 
idolatrous  condition  of  mind.  But  their  reality  would 
be  proved  by  the  gradual  dissolution  of  all  other  bonds 
aad  covenants ;  by  the  growing  tendency  in  the 
members  of  the  nation  to  deny  that  they  stood  in  any 
relation  to  each  other ;  by  the  practice  of  the  majority 
assuming  that  each  man  lived  for  himself;  by  the 
increased  strength  and  definiteness  and  popularity  of 
doctrines  which  justified  that  practice;  lastly  by  facts 
which  showed  that  those  who  treated  the  divine 
covenant  as  a  fantasy  and  a  fiction,  became  themselves 
the  sports  of  every  fantasy  and  fiction,  that  they  could 
confess  nothing  else,  live  in  nothiDg  else.  This  was  the 
condition  into  which  the  prophets  saw  that  the  land 
of  their  fathers,  every  flower  and  stone  of  which  was 
dear  to  them,  was  actually  hastening ;  this  utterly 
bewildered  condition  in  which  all  names  and  forms 
were  interchanged  and  inverted  ;  the  great  disease  of 
which  was  the  utter  unconsciousness  of  any  disease, 
the  self-flattery  which  assumed  the  flush  and  fever 
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of  consumption  aa  aigns  of  health,  as  pledges  of 
endurance. 

Can  you  wonder  that  Hosea's  words,  just  beoauae 
they  were  the  words  of  a  sane,  thoughtful,  far-seeing 
manj  should  have  seemed  to  those  who  heard  them  like 
the  ravings  of  a  madman  ?  Men  who  have  ceased  to 
believe  in  a  Nation,  who  do  not  feel  that  the  name 
denotes  anything  aubatantial,  who  look  upon  it  merely 
as  a  collection  of  atoms,  who  have  lost  all  sense  of  a 
connection  between  past,  present,  and  future,  who  ouly 
know  that  they  exist  in  the  passing  moment,  and 
suspect  that  a  chaos  lies  before  and  behind  them, — 
such  men  must  mock  at  the  discourses  of  a  prophet. 
He  talks  of  a  nation's  ruin,  a  nation's  dissolution ;  what 
can  that  aiguify  ?  That  which  he  dreads  as  the  most 
fearful  of  all  consummations  haa  for  them  taken  place 
already.  Relationships  have  become  to  them  non-' 
entities  ;  mere  creatures  of  the  imagination.  What  if 
they  should  perish  more  completely  still  ?  Would  not 
the  corn  and  the  wine,  the  silver  and  the  gold  still 
remain  ?  Might  not  those  who  have  these  posseaaions 
still  enjoy  them,  and  perhapa  more  abundantly  ? 

No  1  aays  the  prophet,  this  is  part  of  the  woe  which 
I  am  sent  to  prononnce  upon  you ;  not  the  worst  part 
assuredly ;  bnt  a  part  which  you  can  understand,  and 
which  you  must  listen  to.  The  corn  and  the  wine  and 
the  oil,  the  silver  and  the  gold  will  not  continue. 
You  do  not  know  that  the  unaeen  God  haa  given  yoa 
them;  you  are  dedicating  them  to  Baal;  you  arc 
worshipping  a  Qod  of  com  and  wine  and  oil,  of  silver 
and  gold;  a  God  whose  main  characteristic  in  your 
judgment  is,  that  He  sends  these  things  or  withholds 
them  according  to  no  rule  at  all,  or  according  to  the 
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rulea   which   yoa   follow   in  the  diBtribution  of  your 
treaBures  ;  whom  rich  men  therefore,  by  a  proBtable 
outlay  of  a  portion  of  their  treasures  in  His  service, 
may  induce  to  favour  them,  and  to  keep  them  superior 
to    the    rest    of   their    countrymen.     It    will    not    ba„j 
cannot  be.     The  coining  and  the  going  of  these  giffcH> 
which  you  count  so  precious  depend  upon  laws  whiol 
yoa  hold   vile   and  trample   upon.      These   ou 
thin.Q^  are  contingent  upon  the  moral  laws,  upi 
spiritual  relations,  in  which  you  have  ceased  tu  believe,^ 
When  these  are  utterly  set  at  nought  you  will  seek  in' 
vain  for  the  others.     You  will  invoke  all  youi 
help  you;  they  will  not  nerve  anna  which  indoleni 
and  despair  have  palsied,  they  will  not  enable  men 
work  for  a  common  object,  who  have  learned  to  thii 
that  each  exists  only  for  himself. 

Ton  will  find  that  one  great  part  of  Hosea's  prophecy 
relates  to  this  subject.  The  misery  and  poverty  of  his 
treacherous  wife,  when  she  has  betaken  herself  to  her 
seducerSj  are  the  inevitable  consequences  of  her  revolt 
and  their  indifference ;  the  like  effects  will  be  produced 
in  the  nation  by  the  like  causes.  The  analogy  has 
many  sides.  The  lovers  of  Israel  were  not  only  the 
false  gods  whom  she  chose  instead  of  the  true;  the 
cowardice  to  which  faithlessness  and  idolatry  had  given 
birth  led  her,  as  we  have  heard,  to  turn  to  the  human 
powers  which  were  threatening  her  existence.  There 
was  a  party  which  pointed  to  Egypt  as  their  natural 
ally  and  protector;  another,  and,  in  the  ten  tribes 
apparently  the  most  powerful,  party  which  would  stay 
upon  Assyria.  'I  am  thy  servant  and  thy  son,'  was 
the  ignominious  confession  which  Menahem  made  by 
his  acts,  and  which  the  degenerate  descendant  of  David 
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afterwarua  uttered  in  express  words.  Wtat  would 
come  of  it?  The  invader  having  laid  waste  the  land, 
would  be  conteut  for  a  time  with  homage  and  tribute; 
through  the  effect  of  his  devastation,  from  the  ren,f!On- 
ftble  dreadof  his  return,  the  land  would  beuntilled;  when 
he  came  again  he  would  take  not  produce  but  people. 
Shameful  slavery  might  be  nothing  if  the  com  and  wine 
and  oil  might  be  saved  j  but  could  they  be  saved  ? 

Bishop  Butler  has  argued  that  the  natural  panish- 
ment  of  human  offences  is  ao  strictly  analogous  to  the 
divine  punishment  of  them,  that  if  experience  forces 
us  to  confess  the  one,  reason  cannot  forbid  us  to  beheve 
the  other.  Surely  the  Scripture  goes  a  step  further 
]  t  treats  the  natural  mischiefs  which  flow  from  a  certain 
course  of  conduct,  as  witnesses  that  there  is  a  divine 
Law  with  which  men  are  intended  to  be  in  conformity, 
aud  that  they  have  chosen  to  live  as  if  no  such  law 
existed.  In  this  sense  the  natural  pnnishnients  are 
not  analogous  to  the  divine  punishments,  but  identical 
with  them.  And  so  long  ae  punishment  is  merely 
looked  upon  as  natural,  bo  long  as  it  ia  merely  the 
fruit  of  my  own  devices,  there  ia  a  hopelessness  and 
i  n  term  in  able  n  ess  in  it  which  language  may  seek  to 
express  but  cannot.  It  is  a  law  which  executes  itself ; 
and  the  violator  of  the  law  feels  that  every  moment 
the  power  of  fulfilling  it  becomes  less;  the  desire  to 
transgress  it  greater.  He  feels,  consequently,  that  evil 
must  go  on  perpetuating  and  multiplying  itself;  and 
he  feels  that  its  death-wages  must  be  punctually  paid. 
This  is  all  that  a  man  contemplating  the  world,  either 
as  a  mere  Atheist  or  as  a  Theist, — who  supposes  God 
bas  loft  it  to  live  without  Hira,  under  the  guidance  of 
certain  laws,  which  He  imposed  upon  it  tbonsanda  of 
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yenrs  ago,  can  arrive  at.  The  heart  may  rPTolt  at  tlie 
coBclusion,  there  may  be  an  inward  cry  of  the  spirit, 
'  It  cannot  be  bo  ;  there  meet  be  something  more  than 
this;'  hut  the  dry  logical  intellect  can  affirm  nothing 
more  ;  the  most  extensive  and  impartial  survey  of  facts  i 
seems  to  authorise  nothing  more.  And  there  is  a  higher  ] 
moral  instinct, — a  sense  of  justice, — which  affirms,  '  S 
it  ought  to  be.'  What  disturbs  the  calculation  ?  What 
introduces  another  element  into  it?  Human  relation- 
ships imply  more  than  this  mere  natural  sequence,  than 
this  chain  of  antecedents  and  consequents.  The  re- 
volted wife,  when  the  corn  and  wine  and  oil  which  she  | 
sought  from  her  lovers  have  failed,  will  not  only  f 
that  her  own  acts  have  made  the  failure  necessary. 
She  will  say,  '  Did  not  my  husband  give  me  all  these  | 
things  ?  Was  I  not  better  with  him  ? '  That  thought 
however, mixed  with  groBsness and  selBehnessj — though 
it  may  still  dwell  chiefly  upon  the  external  rewards  of 
love  and  obedience, — though  their  own  bless edneas  may 
still  be  far  off, — yet  indicates  a  dream  and  recollection  | 
of  another  state.  In  the  deepest  degradation  these  1 
things  could  never  be  the  only  objects  of  desire.  Some 
diiitorted  affection  for  a  personal  object,  some  incoherent 
sense  of  attachment,  had  always  prevented  the  spirit 
from  being  absolutely  mercenary,  how  near  soever  it 
might  approach  to  that  ruin.  But  now  that  thoi 
of  a  person  becomes  connected  with  the  sense  of' 
obligations,  of  plighted  faith,  of  a  moral  order.  What 
had  been  felt  as  an  iron  chain  is  now  thought  of  as  a.  J 
silken  cord,  which  need  not  have  been  broken ;  to  which  f 
the  spirit  might  have  submitted,  as  a  pledge  of  pro- 
tecting, watchful,  present  love.  Precisely  this  process 
is  exhibited  to  ua  by  Hosea  as  passing  in  the  heart  of- J 
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^f  iiis  fallen  wife ;  and  leading  to  the  resolution,  weakly 
formed  and  soon  to  be  evaded  again,  '  I  will  return  to 
mj  first  husband,'  And  tlien  the  human  punishment, 
— so  different  from  the  mere  national  punishment,  yet 
80  carefully  recognising  the  truth  and  justice  and 
necessity  of  that, — begins  ;  the  same  discipline  of  re- 
straint, the  denial  of  enjoyments  and  lusuries  ;  the  slow 
education  which  may  bring  the  spirit  to  understand 
that  it  has  infinite  appetites  which  the  com  and  the 
wine  and  the  oil  will  not  satisfy. 

tin  carrying  out  this  discipline,  amidst  all  doubts  and 
anxieties  as  to  the  result  of  it,  and  in  combiniug  with 
this  discipline  words  and  acts  of  gentle  and  gracious 
loving- kindness,  Hosea  was  exhibiting  a  true  though 
most  imperfect  analogon  of  that  divine  dii^cipline,  which 
the  inevitable  laws  of  nature  do  not  represent,  but  of 
which  they  are  the  obedient  ministers,  Israel  was  eat- 
ing the  fruit  of  his  own  devices,  Ephraim  was  joined  to 
his  idols:  the  sentence  might  go  forth,  "Let  him  alone." 
But  the  God  who  had  bound  the  nation  to  Himself  by 
covenants  as  strong  and  real  as  the  bond  which  He 
«atabhshed  on  the  Creation-day  for  male  and  female, 
— covenants  expressing  a  relationship  resting  on  an 
absolute  and  eternal  goodness, — would  not  suffera  self- 

I willed  people  to  lose  itself  in  perpetual  degeneracy,  in 
atter  slavery.  The  corn  and  the  wine  and  the  oil 
ahonld  perish  ;  the  Assyrian  who  had  courted  and  be- 
trayed should  have  his  victim.  But  in  every  visitation 
of  famine  or  conquest  brought  on  by  the  wife's  adul- 
teries, the  voice  of  the  first  husband  should  still  be 
heard,  "  I  love  thee  :  return  to  me." 
I  have  tried  to  tell  you,  brethren,  what  this  prophet 
was  appointed  to  say  to  hia  wife  and  to  his  nation. 


aie      IS   GOD'S   COVBHANT   WITH   U3  A  FICTIOHP    [sekm.   ] 

Shall  I  tell  yoa  what  he  is  Baying  to  us  ?  If  I  talk  o£ 
God  being  in  covenant  with  this  nation  of  England,  of 
His  having  adopted  and  claimed  us  as  His  own,  I 
should  be  accused  by  most  persons  of  using  a  dialect 
naturalj  innocent,  professional,  perfectly  unmeaning, 
without  the  slightest  reference  to  existing  facta  and 
experience.  Religions  people  would  perhaps  take 
another  tone.  One  class  of  them  would  say,  "Too 
are  iipplyiog  to  the  whole  of  the  nation,  language 
which  belongs  to  some  members  of  it.  We  believe  in 
a  covenant  with  God,  Bat  what  has  the  ungodly 
world  about  us  to  do  with  that  ? "  Another  class 
would  say,  "  The  great  Catholic  Church  is  in  covenant 
with  God.  Baptism  has  taken  one  divine  society  out 
of  the  ruined  mass.  But  why  do  you  talk  &a  if  a  race 
of  Saxons  settled  on  this  soil  were  like  the  Jews  of 
the  former  dispensation  ?  "  If  I  were  answering  these 
objectors,  I  should  say  to  the  first,  "Assert  individual 
faith  and  individual  responsibility  as  much  as  yoa 
can.  But  take  care  that  you  have  something  to 
believe  in,  something  to  be  responsible  for.  If  yon 
make  your  faith  and  your  responsibibty  the  conditions 
of  God's  covenant,  and  not  God's  covenant  the  warrant 
for  your  faith  and  your  responsibility,  I  am  greatly 
afraid  that  you  will  soon  bebeve  only  in  yourselves 
and  Bubmit  to  no  judgment  but  your  own."  To  the 
otbera  I  would  say,  "  Assert  the  universality  of  God's 
covenant  as  broadly  as  you  can.  Let  it  not  be  limited 
to  any  nation,  any  race.  But  take  care  that  you  do 
not  set  up  the  Catholic  Church  against  that  humanity 
which  Christ  took  and  for  which  He  died.  If  you  do, 
if  Tou  make  the  baptized  Church  a  witness  against  the 
relation  of  mankind  to  God,  and  not  the  express  and 
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appointed  witness  for  it,  that  Cliurch,  instead  of  stand- 
ing cat  as  an  exception  in  an  ungodly  and  immoral 
world,  will  exhibit  its  immorality  and  ungodliness  in 
the  foulest,  moat  concentrated,  most  deadly  form." 

But  I  would  rather  address  myself  to-day  to  those 
who, — on  no  theological  ground,  but  simply  from 
general  incredulity, — scoff  at  the  notion  that  there 
is  a  covenant  with  cor  Sovereign  and  people  as  real  as 
there  waa  with  the  Sovereign  and  people  of  the  Jews. 
I  press  them  with  no  arguments  from  Scripture  at  all. 
I  do  not  appeal  to  the  creed  of  Christendom,  which 
they  say  tliey  have  outgrown.  My  evidence  in 
support  of  this  (fiction)  would  be  drawn  from  the 
homes  and  hearths  of  England.  I  would  say,  "Look 
well  to  it,  yon  who  have  not  made  up  your  minds  to 
see  all  domestic  bonds  and  relationships  utterly  set  at 
naught ;  who  still  hold  that  any  of  the  blessedness 
and  glory  of  your  land  is  owing  to  them.  Do  you 
think  that  the  corn  and  the  wine  and  the  oil,  the 
Bilver  and  the  gold,  will  preserve  them  ?  Do  you 
think  that  all  mechanical  devices  for  the  multiplication 
of  the  com  and  the  wine  and  the  oil  will  preserve 
them  ?  Do  you  think  that  the  pursuit  or  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  silver  and  gold  is  preserving  them?  Do 
you  not  know  that  home  affections  and  sympathies 
are  perishing  through  your  devotion  to  these  objects  ? 
— Perishing  nmong  the  rich,  because  the  craving  for 
outward  gratifications,  and  for  the  money  which  is  to 
purchase  tbem,  withers  up  the  sympathies  of  the 
parent,  makes  the  restraints  of  authority  and  the 
bonds  imposed  by  birth  irksome  to  the  children  (who 
must  have  oESnities  and  pleasures  which  they  have 
created  for  themselves); — perishing  among  the  poor. 
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because  we  regard  them,  and  have  taught  them  to  re- 
gard themselves,  chiefly  as  iuatruments  for  producjrg 
the  corn  and  the  wine  and  the  oil,  for  increasing  the 
silver  and  gold;  so  that  family  life  is  an  impossibility 
and  a  dream  to  most  of  them,  and  their  existence  is 
daily  becoming  more  sensua!  and  animal.  I  say,  we 
know  that  these  things  are  so.  We  may  disguise  them 
from  ourselves  and  amuse  oorselves  with  phrases  about 
national  prosperity ;  but  there  is  a  canker  at  the  root 
of  it.  It  is  spreading.  Unless  it  is  stopped,  not  the 
Bible  history  only,  but  every  history,  tells  us  the 
result  of  it.  And  how  may  it  be  stopped  ?  I  answer, 
"  Only  when  we  come  seriously  to  believe  that  these 
human  relationships,  these  human  afEections,  have  a 
ground  deeper  than  themselves;  that  there  is  an  actual 
relationship  between  ns,  our  kings,  our  priests,  and 
God  J  that  it  is  based  upon  His  own  gracious  will,  apon 
His  own  eternal  love  j  that  He  owns  it  though  we  deny 
it.  When  onco  we  have  taken  that  conviction  home  to 
our  hearts,  there  is  a  hope  of  national  restoration,  of 
the  revival  of  all  domestic  afEections.  For  then  wa  are 
no  longer  the  victims  and  slaves  of  that  necessity  to 
which  onr  own  self-wOl  has  subjected  us  ;  we  are  no 
longer  bound  to  live  for  the  sake  of  the  corn  and  the 
wine  and  the  oil,  the  silver  and  the  gold,  or  to  make 
others  die  for  the  sake  of  them.  We  can  return  to  onr 
first  Husband,  and  ask  Him  not  to  let  these  materia! 
blessings,  which  have  come  from  Him,  turn  into  curaea 
-and  prove  our  destruction ;  but  that  He  will,  by  taking 
them  from  us,  by  any  restraints  or  punishments  which 
may  seem  good  to  Him,  bring  ca  back  to  Trust  in  Him 
and  to  Fellowship  with  one  another," 
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SERMON  XIII. 

THE  VISION  OF  THE   KING. 

(Lincoln's  Inn,  2nd  Sunday  in  Lent. — March  7,  1852.) 

In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  saw  also  the  Lord  sitting  upon 
a  throne  high  and  lifted  np,  and  His  train  filled  the  temple.^ 
Isaiah  vi.  1. 

This  vision  evidently  contains  the  designation  of 
Isaiah  to  his  work  as  a  prophet.  It  does  not  follow 
that  he  may  not  himself  have  put  his  book  together 
in  the  form,  or  nearly  in  the  form,  in  which  we  have 
received  it.  The  early  chapters,  as  they  describe  the 
state  of  the  people  not  at  one  particular  moment  but 
through  a  course  of  years,  announcing  the  punishments 
which  must  follow  from  that  state  with  the  blessings 
which  would  come  out  of  them,  are  a  living  index  to 
the  subsequent  prophecies  and  history.  The  place 
which  they  occupy,  supposing  it  was  assigned  by 
Isaiah,  cannot  hinder  us  from  accepting  his  own 
express  words  as  a  proof,  that  the  year  in  which  king 
Uzziah  died,  was  the  critical  one  of  his  life,  that  which 
explained  to  him  why  he  had  been  sent  into  the  world 
and  what  task  he  had  to  perform  in  it. 

In  that  year  he  saw  the  Lord  also  sitting  upon  a 
throne.  We  are  not  told  whether  he  saw  this  sight 
before  or  after  the  death  of  Uzziah.     That  king  had 
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long  been  a  leper  dwelling  apart  from  his  people. 
Isaiah  might  have  been  thinking  that  a  time  was  near  | 
when  even  tbis  semblance  of  royalty  would  pass  away, 
when  the  poor  stricken  man  wonld  be  gathered  to  his 
fathers.  Or  he  might  be  wondering  at  the  wild  pleasure 
with  which  the  people  of  Jerusalem  hailed  his  successor, 
at  the  indifference  with  which  tliey  remembered  the 
former  ruler,  at  the  dull  mechanical  way  in  which  all   i 
things  went  on  as  if  the  departure  of  a  shepherd  of  | 
the  people   from    the  land   left  no  gap  in  it  at   all. 
Whatever    thoughts   were    occupying    him    when    he 
entered   into  the  temple,  symbols  were  there  which 
told  him  of  something  more  permanent  and  substan- 
tial than  the  reign  of  a  king  or  the  recollections  of  his 
subjects.     There  were  the  cherubim  veiling  the  mercy- 
seat  ;  there  was  the  altar  on  which  the  daily  sacrifices   | 
were  offered ;  there  was  the  holiest  place  into  which   ' 
the    high  priest  entered  once  every  year.     It  was   a   I 
place  full  of  wonder  and  mystery.     And  yet  how  little  ] 
consciousness  of  any  wonder  or  mystery  there  seemed 
to  be  in  those  who  went  in  and  out  of  it ;  how  little  i 
those  who  presented  the  offerings,  and  had  "  Holiness   I 
to  the  Lord,"  written  on  their  foi-eheads  !     With  what 
hymns  of  joy  had  David  entered  into  the  city  and 
borne  the  ark  to  the  holy  mountain  I     With  what  awe 
bad  Solomon  prayed  that  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
might  fill  the  house  in  which  he  and  his  people  were 
worshipping  together  I     What  a  sense  of  oppression 
and  death  there  was  now  over  both  !     No  apparent 
calamity  approaching;  everything  even  and    regular 
as  it  had  been  for  many  a  year  past ;  but  a  feeling  like 
that  of  a  hot  evening  before  a  thunderstorm,  when  all 
looks   serene,  bnt  there   is  no  breath  of   air.     What 
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'  coold  hare  relieved  a  man  upon  whose  breast  this 
heavy  burden  was  sitting,  who  had  a  feeling  of  end- 
Ibos  weariness,  monotony,  insincerity  in  the  ordinary 
life  of  his  fellow-citizena,  in  the  most  sacred  and 
divine  ordinances  ? 

"  I  saw  the  Lord  also  sitting  on  a  throne,  and  His 
train  filled  the  temple."  Some  of  you  may  have  been 
watching  a  near  and  beantiful  landscape  in  the  land 
of  mountains  and  eternal  snows,  till  you  have  been 
exhausted  by  its  very  richness,  and  till  the  distant 
hills  which  bounded  it  have  seemed,  you  knew  not 
why,  to  limit  and  contract  the  view,  and  then  i^  veil 
has  been  withdrawn,  and  new  hills  not  looking  as  if 
they  belonged  to  this  earth,  yet  giving  another  character 
to  all  thiit  does  belong  to  it,  have  unfolded  themselves 
before  yon.  This  is  an  imperfect,  very  imperftot  like- 
ness (yet  it  is  one)  of  that  revelation  which  must  have 
been  made  to  the  inner  eye  of  the  prophet,  when  he 
saw  another  throno  than  the  throne  of  the  house  of 
David,  another  king  than  Uzziah  or  Jotham,  another 
train  than  that  of  priests  or  minstrels  in  the  temple, 

I  other  winged  forma  than  those  golden  ones  trliich 
overshadowed  the  mercy-seat.  Each  object  was  the 
counterpart  of  one  that  was  then  or  had  been  at  some 
time  before  his  bodily  eyes ;  yet  it  did  not  borrow  its 
shape  or  colour  froro  those  visible  things.  They 
evidently  derived  their  substance  and  radiance  from 
those  which  were  invisible.  Separated  from  them 
they  could  impart  no  lustre ;  for  they  had  none.  The 
kings  of  the  house  of  David  reigned  because  that  king 
was  reigning  whom  God  had  set  upon  His  holy  hill 
of  Zion ;  because  he  lived  on,  when  they  dropped 
one  and  another  into  their  graves;  because  in  Him 
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dwelt  the  liglit  and  the  power  by  which  each  might 
illumine  his  own  darkness,  Bustaln  his  own  weakness. 
The  symbola  and  services  of  the  temple  were  not,  as 
priests  and  people  often  thought,  an  earthly  machinery 
for  scaling  a  distant  Heaven  ;  ihey  were  witnesses  of  & 
lleavea  nigh  at  hand,  of  a  God  dwelling  in  the  midst 
of  His  people,  of  His  being  Bnrrounded  by  spirita 
which  do  His  pleasure  heorkeaing  to  the  voice  of  His  . 
words,  I 

"  Above  the  throne  stood  the  seraphim.  Each  one 
had  six  wings.  With  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and 
with  twain  he  covered  bis  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did 
fly."  The  sense  of  awe  increasing  with  the  cleamMB 
and  purity  of  a  spirit  and  with  tlie  nearness  of  its 
approach  to  God ;  the  face  being  veiled  which  receives 
its  light  from  Him,  and  most  covets  to  behold  Him ; 
the  absence  of  all  wish  to  display  their  own  perfections 
in  spirits  that  are  perfect ;  the  freedom  and  the  willing- 
ness to  go  anywhere,  to  do  any  errands  of  mercy; 
these  are  some  of  the  more  obvious  thoughts  which 
the  study  of  this  vision  suggests.  There  are  others 
which  lie  hidden,  which  we  may  hnve  a  ghmpse  of 
from  time  to  time,  and  which  words  might  mar.  For 
it  is  true  of  earthly  symbols,  still  mors  of  heavenly 
visions,  that  they  are  meant  to  carry  us  out  of  words 
and  above  words;  not  so  that  we  despise  them  or 
think  lightly  of  them,  but  that  wo  seeing  the  reality 
of  the  invisible  may  not  be  greatly  disturbed  by  the  i 
processes  and  conceits  of  our  minds,  I 

"And  one  cried  unto  another  and  said,  'Holy,holy,    I 
holy  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts.     The  whole  earth  is  full  of     ' 
His  glory.' "     From  what  we  have  been  told  of  the 
eaatern  imagery  of  the  prophetical  writings,  and  from 
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the  specimens  we  have  liad  of  other  oriental  writings, 
we  certainly  should  expect  here  some  gorgeous  accu- 
mulation of  superhuman  glories.  But  the  vision  reaches 
its  highest  point  in  the  cry,  Holy,  holy,  holy.  It  is  the 
holiness  of  God  which  the  aeraphim  proclaim,  that 
which  cannot  be  represented  to  the  eye,  that  of  which 
deaoriptiona  and  symbols  offer  no  image.  It  is  that 
holiness  which  fills  not  the  heaven  of  heavens  only 
but  the  whole  earth,  seeing  that  was  made  very  good, 
seeing  that  in  its  order  and  constitution  it  was  still 
perfectly  good,  though  men  defiled  it  by  their  deeds, 
though  the  habitations  of  cruelty  were  set  up  ia  the 
midst  of  it, 

"And  the  posts  of  the  door  were  moved  at  the 
voice  of  him  who  cried.  And  the  house  was  filled  with 
amoke,"  The  posts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice 
which  declared  that  the  Holy  One  was  there.  The 
house  was  filled  with  smoke  because  the  fire  of  His 
love  was  kindling  the  sacrifices.  The  sights  and 
sounds  of  Sinai  would  not  have  made  the  Israelites 
tremble  as  they  did  if  they  had  been  merely  sights 
und  sounds  of  overwhelming  and  destructive  power; 
they  spoke  first  of  Truth,  of  Holiness.  And  that 
Truth  and   Holiness  did   not   dwell   aloof   and   at  a 

[distance  from  the  man,  as  in  the  burning  mountain, 
but  in  the  very  house  which  every  Israelite  might 
claim  as  his  own. 
It  was  this  which  led  the  prophet  to  say,  "  Woe  ia 
me  1  For  I  am  undone !  Because  I  am  a  man  of 
unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  among  a  people  of  unclean 
lips.  For  mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King,  the  Lord 
of  Hosts." 
When  we  try  to  convince  ourselves  or  others  of 
, : 


I 

I 
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guilt,  we  oftea  heap  up  epithets  concerning  the  justice 
of  trod,  the  demands  which  He  makes  npon  the  service 
of  creatures,  the  certainty  that  every  transgression 
muat  entail  an  unutterable  punishment.  I  do  not 
think  we  find  that  such  representations  produce  much 
efEect  upon  the  conscience  of  our  hearers.  They 
awaken  a  temporary  dread  of  an  unknown  vengeance. 
They  do  not  awaken  the  sense  of  inward  evil  or  lead 
to  the  confession  of  it.  The  promises  of  mercy  by 
which  we  are  obliged  to  mitigate  these  apparently 
awful  and  hopeless  statements,  deprive  them  of  all 
their  stiug.  If  not,  there  is  an  instinct  in  the  heart 
which  rejects  them  as  exaggerated,  unless  there  is 
another  which  drives  it  to  despair.  It  is  altogether 
different  when  a  Being  who  is  saying  to  us,  "  Be  ye 
holy  for  I  am  holy,"  is  presented  to  the  conscience 
and  is  recognised  by  it.  Then  there  is  no  calculation 
of  possible  consequences,  no  weighing  and  balancing 
of  what  may  come  or  may  not  come  of  resistance  to 
such  a  Being  or  of  struggle  with  His  will.  Tluin  and 
there  the  man  feels  himself  condemned.  It  is  not  a 
future  state,  but  his  present  state,  which  makes  him 
tremble.  "Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  a  man  of  unclean 
lips.  My  words  are  not  pure.  The  source  from  which 
they  spring  is  not  pure.  Aud  I  am  brought  face  to 
face  with  the  Lord  of  my  heart  and  reius,  with  Him 
wuo  has  a  right  to  rule  my  words,  with  the  pure 
spring  from  which  my  thoughts  and  desires  and  im- 
pulses ought  to  flow.  Mine  eyes  have  seen  the  King, 
the  Lord  of  Hosts."  In  such  a  revelation  the  dis- 
covery of  personal  evil  comes  first.  The  man  does  not 
look  about  him  to  compare  his  offences  with  those  of 
other  men  and  try  which  are  the  heavier.     It  is  not 
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this  or  that  particular  offence,  no,  nor  a  multitude  of 
particular  offences,  that  overwhelms  him;  it  is  the 
teeiing  of  a  root  of  bitterness;  not 'I  have  done  tins 
or  that  wrong,'  but '  I  am  wrong,*  Not  however  th!\t 
this  thought  could  long  be  separated  from  the  one  ff 
which  it  must  take  precedence.  "  I  dwell  among  a 
people  of  unclean  lips."  There  is  the  same  pollution 
in  them  which  there  is  in  me.  Each  of  ua  is  living  to 
himself.  Each  is  living  apart  from  that  God  who 
has  called  us  to  be  holy  as  He  is.  He  is  attended  by 
obedient  Spirits,  Spirits  united  in  obedience,  working 
together  as  His  servants,  for  the  fulfilment  of  His 
purposes.  We  are  separate  and  broken;  every  man 
following  a  way  of  his  own ;  not  a  people,  because  we 
do  not  believe  that  a  King  is  with  ua. 

"  Then  flew  one  of  the  seraphim  unto  me,  having  a 
live  coal  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  taken  with  the 
tonga  from  off  the  altar.  And  he  laid  it  upon  my 
mouth  and  said,  'Lo,  this  hath  touched  thy  lips ;  and 
thine  iniquity  is  taken  away  and  thy  sin  purged.' " 
The  cherubim  in  the  temple  represented  no  doubt 
apiritual  powers  and  preaencea  in  the  most  general 
sense,  those  who  look  upon  God  and  reflect  His  light. 
If  we  distinguish  between  them  and  the  seraphim,  as 
we  do  in  our  "  Te  Deum,"  these  last  would  seem  more 
especially  to  represent  those  divine  energies  and  affoc- 
tions  of  which  the  zeal,  devotion,  and  sympathy  of 
man  are  the  counterparts.  The  altar  on  which  the 
sacrifices  were  offered  denoted  intercourse  and  com- 
munion between  the  creature  and  the  Creator,  the 
offering  up  of  the  man  to  God  in  the  faith  that  God 
had  offered  Himself  to  him.  The  live  coal  on  the 
altar  is  a  substance  dead  and  cold  iu  itself,  which  has 
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been  kindled  from  above,  i 


J  therefore  is  cap 
imparting  life  nnd  warmth.  That  warmth  and  life, 
communicated  to  the  prophet,  take  away  his  iniquity 
and  purge  his  sin.  What  he  had  been  conscious  of, 
was  ooldness,  iudiSerenee,  estrangement.  All  his 
nnoleanness  had  come  from  this.  He  and  his  people 
were  impure  because  they  had  lost  that  common  life 
and  love  which  belonged  to  them  while  they  wer» 
liringas  the  people  of  God,  while  they  were  remember- 
ing His  prvseuce  among  tltem.  That  was  a  quickeninjf, 
vivifying,  uniting  presence.  Ceasing  to  acknowledge 
it,  they  lost  their  national  heart,  they  were  a  heap 
of  fragments  divided  and  selfish ;  therefore  onctean. 
Now  this  heart  was  restored  to  the  prophet.  Tbn  _ 
seal  of  God's  house  was  consuming  him.  He  was  an  I 
Israelite  and  a  n'ghteons  man,  for  his  mind  was  at  one  1 
with  the  nund  of  the  King  of  Israel,  the  ligfateooa 
God. 

*  Also  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  'Whom 
shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  ns  f  '  Then  said  I, 
'  Here  am  I.  Send  me,' "  The  mighty  cliange  whirfi 
has  been  wrought  in  him  is  sooo  apparent.  He  is  sbz« 
that  God  cares  for  Israelites  and  has  a  meeea^  to 
them ;  he  is  sore  that  a  man  is  to  be  tlw  beanr  ot  that 
message.  The  new  fire  whidi  has  Altered  into  hs 
Iteart  inakes  him  ready  to  offer  li™«™H  as  that  isao;  or 
latbv,  ke  feek  tliafc  be  is  called,  and  that  ke  most  |co; 
tl«t »  nectwity  is  laid  upon  him,  ikwigh  his  vdl  kas 
been  Bade  cbeerfol  and  ready  to  own  tbat  neceasitj> 
to  go  foctb  not  as  a  dradge,  bat  aa  Ibe  herald  ot  tb» 
only  tratb  whicb  was  afaie  to  morato  his  land. 

BatviQit  do  that?  A  addv  ooHuakaiaB  Iba 
that  one  which  EaDo««d  warn  never  gmn  to  a  i 
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And  He  said.  'Go,  and  tell  this  people,  Hear  yo  indeed 
but  understand  not;  and  see  ye  indeed,  but  perceive 
Lot.  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,  and  make 
their  ears  heavy,  and  abut  their  eyes;  lest  they  see 
with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and  under- 
stand with  their  heart,  and  convert,  and  be  healed.'" 
How  could  a  vision  of  the  Divine  King,  with  Hia 
Seraphim  crying-,  "Holy,  holy,  holy,"  be  a  preparation 
for  such  a  message  as  this?  Because  the  most  awful 
lesson  which  Isaiah  had  to  teach  hia  people  waa,  that 
God's  own  ordinances,  the  regular  sequence  of  sove- 
reigns, the  duties  and  symbols  of  the  temple,  were 
contributing  to  make  their  eyes  dim,  and  their  efirs 
deaf,  and  their  hearts  fat.  They  were  seeing  all  the 
outward  tokens  of  the  presence  of  an  invisible  King; 
but  they  perceived  not  Rim.  They  were  hearing  Hia 
words ;  but  they  did  not  hear  Him  speaking  these 
words.  They  were  worshipping  in  the  priiseuce  of  a 
Searcher  of  hearts,  of  a  divine  inspirer;  and  that  very 
blessing  was  helping  to  close  their  hearts  againat  Hia 
spproaches  and  inspirations.  A  strange  aud  fearful 
announcement  indeed.  Perhaps  this  which  we  lind  in 
the  second  chapter  may  explain  it:  "Their  land  ia  fu"l 
of  silver  and  gold,  neither  is  there  any  end  of  their 
treasures.  Their  land  also  is  full  of  horses,  neither  is 
there  any  end  of  their  chariots.  Their  land  also  is  full 
of  idols ;  they  worship  the  work  of  their  own  hande, 
that  which  their  own  fingers  have  made.  And  the 
mean  man  boweth  down,  and  the  great  man  humbleth 
himself."  There  may  have  been  actual  idols  of  wood 
and  atone  in  the  high-places  which  lasted  through  the 
days  of  Uzziab  and  Jotham,  I  do  not  say  that  the 
prophet  does  not  allude  to  these.     He  must  allude  to 
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every  form  of  corruption  which  existed  in  the  laud,  I 
But  I  apprehend  that  here  he  is  eapecially  thinking  of  j 
the  silver  and  the  gold,  the  chariots  and  the  horaes,  i 
being  theinselvea  the  idola  to  which  the  great  men  and 
the  mean  men  were  bowing  down.  These  were  the 
worka  of  their  own  hands  to  which  they  were  giving 
np  their  hearts.  These  had  made  their  hearts  fat  and 
their  eara  dull  of  hearing.  These  had  made  the  in- 
visible world  seem  a  dream,  an  unreality  to  them,  the 
visible  world  the  only  fact.  And  to  men  in  such  a 
8  of  mind,  so  dulled  and  stupefied  by  the  potions 
which  they  had  administered  to  themselves,  the  most 
precious  gifts  of  God,  the  instruments  of  His  grace, 
the  signs  of  His  presence,  became  themselves  potions. 
Those  things  which  were  meant  to  guide  men  out  of 
darkness  into  light,  from  the  world  to  its  Creator, 
,  vale  between  Him  and  them,  became  the 
means  of  confounding  Him  with  the  world,  or  of  sub- 
stituting its  shadows  for  His  aubatance.  Merely  to  see 
that  there  is  such  a  law  in  human  degeneracy  as  this, 
that  the  evil  heart  can  so  assimilate  good  to  itself  and 
convert  it  to  its  nature,  is  sufficiently  appalling.  To  be 
obliged  to  proclaim  it  with  all  its  consequences,  is 
more  appalling  still.  Only  such  a  preparation  as  that 
Isaiah  had  gone  through,  could  have  enabled  him  to 
enter  upon  such  a  task  or  to  fulfil  it.  But  that  did. 
For  it  made  him  understand  that  truth  must  be  always 
good  to  hear  and  good  to  apeak  ;  that  you  cannot  shew 
1  hia  evil  or  a  nation  ita  evil,  without  declaring  to 
both  God's  love  and  God's  covenant ;  that  if  these  be 
ever  so  little  perceived  by  that  age,  there  is  yet  a 
power  in  them  which  will  go  on  blessing  all  ages  to 
come ;  that  he  who  speaks,  cannot  in  the  least  n 
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the  effect  of  Mb  own  words,  but  mnat  leave  them  with 
God  from  whom  they  come,  to  do  with  them  what  He 
wills ;  finally,  that  He  will  make  their  power  felt  and 
prove  their  dominion  in  calamities  which  wonid  be 
otherwise  warrants  for  despair. 

"  Then  said  I, '  Lord,  how  long  ? '  And  He  answered, 
'  Until  the  cities  be  wasted  without  inhabitant,  and  the 
houses  without  man,  and  the  land  be  utterly  desolate, 
and  the  Lord  have  removed  men  far  away,  and  there 
be  a  great  forsaking  in  the  midst  of  the  land.'  "  How 
long  shall  this  insensibility  and  hardness  of  heart  go 
on,  increasing  by  every  influence  that  should  check  it  ? 
The  answer  must  have  been  crushing  to  the  heart  of  a 
patriot,  and  yet  it  shows  that  the  heaviest  woe  which 
could  befall  a  land,  might  be  welcomed  as  a  blessing. 
Some  new  kind  of  visitation,  different  from  any  which 
the  chosen  people  had  experienced,  was  at  hand.  It 
would  be  no  onslaught  of  Philistines,  no  mere  raid  of 
Ammonites  or  Moabites  or  Syrians.  The  cities  (we  are 
not  told  what  cities,  but  the  impression  on  the  pro- 
phet's mind  must  have  been,  that  those  of  Judnh  as 
well  as  those  of  the  other  province  were  intended) 
would  be  wasted  without  inhabitant.  It  would  not  be 
a  mere  destruction  of  fortified  places.  The  "  houses  " 
would  be  without  inhabitant.  Each  particular  family 
would  feel  the  shock  of  the  general  war,  The  land 
would  be  left  unploughed  and  unsowed.     There  would 

I  not  only  be  a  slaughter  in  battles  or  sieges;  "men 
would  be  removed  far  away."  All  these  are  waminga 
of  an  invasion  and  a  captivity  which  would  rouse  those 
ont  of  their  slumbers  whom  no  prophet's  voice  had 
been  able  to  waken. 
"  But  yet  in  it  shall  be  a  tenth.  And  it  shall  return 
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and  slifill  be  eaten ;  as  a  teil  tree,  or  as  rti  oak,  whoSB! 
substance  is  in  them,  when  they  cast  their  leaves.  So 
the  holy  seed  shall  be  the  substance  thereof."  There 
is,  I  ibelieve,  no  passage  in  the  Scripture  more  important 
for  the  understanding  of  Isaiah  and  of  all  the  prophets, 
than  this  one.  It  is  very  common  to  say  that  the 
Jewish  seers  announce  destraction  to  the  body  of  the 
Israelites ;  but  that  they  promise  blessings  and  preser- 
vation to  certain  individnals,  a  special  remnant,  the 
true  Israel  in  the  midst  of  the  nominal  Israel.  Seeing 
that  these  true  men  would  share  of  necessity  a  great 
many  of  the  tribulations  which  befell  their  countrymen, 
seeing  that  some  of  them  would  be  carried  into  captivity 
iilong  with  the  most  godless  and  heartless,  and  that 
others  who  were  left  behind  would  feel  the  consequences 
of  the  threatened  desolation  and  would  have  to  mourn 
for  much  more  than  the  loss  of  harvests,  for  the  exiles 
and  deaths  of  kinsfolk  and  children,  it  is  concluded 
that  the  blessings  promised  them  here  are  the  blessir.gs 
of  a  future  world.  Though  they  might  sufler  loss  and 
a  seeming  death,  they  would  hav?  a  hope  full  of  im- 
mortality. Sharing  the  temporary  calamities,  they 
would  escape  the  after  doom  of  their  countrymen. 
Whatever  mixture  of  truth  there  may  be  in  this  inter- 
pretation (and  the  prophet  may  show  us  by-and-by 
what  mixture  of  truth  there  is  in  it),  I  believe  we  shall 
utterly  misunderstand  him  if  we  allow  it  to  dwell  ia 
our  minds  while  we  are  studying  his  word.s, — nay,  if  we 
do  not  receive,  at  the  outset,  the  altogether  dilfereat 
interpretation  which  he  gives  us  himself.  Consider 
hia  illustration.  He  does  not  say  that  the  oak  tree  or 
the  teil  tree  is  stripped  of  certjiin  of  its  leaves  by  a 
hurricane,  and  that  it  retains  some  of  them  which  were 
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stronger  and  more  fixed  than  the  rest.  He  speaks  of 
the  oak  aa  uttei'ly  strippedj  as  quite  bare,  and  yet 
retaining  its  substance,  having  within  it  some  principle 
of  life  which  enables  it  to  last  on  and  to  send  forth, 
fresh  leaves  another  year.  In  like  manner,  he  says, 
the  nation  will  be  preserved ;  the  remnant,  the  tenth, 
would  be  a  pledge  and  witness  of  its  preservation. 
The  best  men  of  that  remnant,  instead  of  boasting  that 
they  had  avoided  the  sorrows  of  their  country,  would 
have  the  greatest  sympathy  with  them,  the  least  wish 
for  some  private  and  personal  privilege.  The  worst 
part  of  them, — for  there  is  no  promise  t!iat  bad  men 
might  not  be  in  thia  remnant  as  well  as  among  thoBd 
who  were  carried  away, — might  exult  in  their  escape* 
but  would  certainly  not  understand  to  whom  they  were 
indebted  for  it,  or  why  it  had  been  accorded  them. 
But  good  or  bad,  their  preservation  would  prove  that;; 
the  nation  was  a  sacred  and  immortal  thing, — because! 
the  holy  seed  was  in  the  midst  of  it,  because  it  did  not' 
derive  its  life  or  its  unity  from  this  or  that  beheving 
man  or  from  a  multitude  of  believing  men,  but  from 
Him  in  whom  they  believed ;  from  that  divine  King 
who  lived  though  king  Uaziah  and  all  other  kings  died, 
— nay,  though  the  whole  land  should  seem  to  die, 

I  have  gone  carefully,  brethren,  through  this  chapter, 
"because  I  believe  that  it  leads  us  iuto  the  very  heart  of 
Isaiah's  teaching,  and  that  all  the  portions  of  it  which 
we  shall  have  to  consider  hereafter,  are  but  expansions 
■of  the  hints  in  this  opening  vision.  He  is  often  called 
the  evangelical  prophet ;  by  which  it  is  meant  that  he 
is  especially  the  prophet  of  the  Messiah.  The  language, 
I  believe,  is  strictly  true.  Yet  it  is  language  which 
admits  of  various  siguifications,  and  sometimes  perhapa 
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is  used  in  a  perverted  signification.  It  ia  not  enough 
to  be  toid  of  a  Messiab,  a  person  sent  from  God ;  we 
want  to  know  wliat  manner  of  person  the  Messiah  is^ 
and  how  He  JB  related  to  all  others  who  have  a  divine 
mission  as  prophets  or  kings,  Isaiah,  I  believe,  will 
enable  us  to  answer  these  qnestions,  not,  however,  by 
merely  predicting  the  advent  of  a  divine  Rnleronsoma 
fntare  day,  but  by  showing  how  this  divine  Ruler  was 
then  exercising  the  power  which  would  afterwards  be 
fully  manifested.  We  must  look  for  the  Christ  not  in 
some  detached  phrases  or  intimations  of  the  prophecy, 
— but  as  giving  a  purpose  and  unity  to  the  whole  of  it, 
not  as  one  who  disturbs  the  order  of  history  and  com- 
pels us  to  forget  that  we  are  reading  of  events  which 
occurred  in  Isaiah's  own  day, — but  as  one  who  explains 
those  events  and  shows  how  they  were  steps  in  the 
evolutions  of  God's  kingdom,  exhibitions  of  the  eternal 
laws  which  are  established  in  it.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
the  so-called  Messianic  aspects  of  Isaiah's  discourseswill 
never  lead  us  to  overlook  the  denunciation  of  the  sins 
of  the  land  at  that  time.  They  will  only  enable  ua  to 
see  more  clearly  the  source  and  character  of  those  sins, 
to  see  why  they  have  reappeared,  and  are  reappearing 
in  all  generations  and  in  all  countries.  Nor,  again,  will 
the  prominence  which  is  given  to  the  Kingly  office  by 
Isaiah,  ever  throw  into  shadow  the  office  of  the  prophet 
himaeU.  We  shall  rather  feel,  what  we  have  been  learn- 
ing imperfectly  to  feel  from  our  previous  readings,  how 
essential  each  office  is  to  the  other,  how  tl^ore  must  be 
some  One  in  whom  they  meet  and  harmonise.  When 
we  have  understood  the  reality  and  universality  of  the 
truths  for  which  the  Jewish  king,  the  Jewish  priest, 
and  the  Jewish  prophet,  as  joint- representatives  of  the 
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natioUj  were  testil'ying,  we  shall  understand  better  in 
what  sense  Isaiah  speaks  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews 
of  pnnishments  which  would  be  common  for  both,  of  a 
deliverer  for  both,  of  the  special  inaonsibility  and  the 
special  retribution  which  befall  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  the  privilege  of  knowing  and  declaring  God,  and 
who  live  in  foi^etfulness  of  Him,  With  this  view  of 
liis  character  and  work,  we  shall  also  bo  at  no  loss  to 
perceive  why  the  Assyrian  invasion  occupies  so  promi- 
nent a  place  in  the  visions  of  Isaiah,  why  it  is,  in  fact, 
as  truly  the  subject  of  his  prophecy  as  Christ  the  divine 
King  is.  For  we  shall  find  that  he  sees  in  that  Assyrian 
invasion,  not  merely  the  sudden  outburst  of  a  new 
mighty  enemy  against  Jerusalem  J  not  merely  the  punish- 
ment of  Jews  and  of  surrounding  people,  not  merely  & 
power  which  waa  to  be  defeated  in  the  moment  when 
victory  seemed  most  certain;  but  the  exhibition  of  that 
kind  of  kingdom  which  is  antagonist  in  all  times,  and 
in  all  its  shapes,  to  the  kingdom  of  Him  whose  train 
filled  the  Temple  and  before  whom  the  seraphim  veiled 
their  faces.  Lastly,  we  shall  find  the  idea  of  the  coni 
tinnance  and  everlasting  endurance  of  that  societi- 
which  seemed  on  the  point  of  perishing  then,  and  haa 
seemed  often  utterly  to  perish  since,  reconciled  with 
the  most  dismal  facts  which  the  prophet  saw  or  conld 
not  see;  the  king  victorious  through  suffering,  and 
bringing  life  out  of  death,  being  the  key  to  that  riddle 
and  to  all  riddles,  past,  present,  and  to  come. 

These  hints  and  observations  I  hope  to  draw  out  in 
two  or  three  lectures  upon  the  different  sections  of  this 
great  prophecy.  In  the  meantime  I  would  fix  your 
thoughts  upon  the  passage  which  has  suggested  them. 
We  have  been  hearing  of  a  vision.     Does  that  word 
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Bouud  fts  if  it  belonged  to  times  which  we  have  left 
far  hehind,  as  if  it  pointed  to  something  fantastical* 
and  incredible  ?     Oh !  if  there  were  no  such  f 
brethren,  what  an  utterly  dark  and  weary  and  i 
telligible  place  this  world  would  be  !      How  completely 
we  should  be  given  up  to  the  emptiest  phantoms,  to  the 
basest  worship  of  phantoms  I     What  mere  shows  and 
mockeries  would   the  state  and  ceremonial  of  kings, 
the  debates  of  legislators,  the  yearnings  and  struggles 
of  people,  become  1     How  truly  would  the  earth  be 
what  it  seemed  to  the  wom-out  misanthropical  liber- 
tine, "a    stage,  and  all  the  men  and  women  merely 
players."    A  thonsand  times  we  have  been  all  tempted 
to  think  it  so.     The  same  painted  scenery,  the  samftJ 
ehifting    pageants,   the    same    unreal  words    spokei 
through    different  masks    by    counterfeit   voices,    thai 
eame  plots  which  seem  never  to  be  unravelled,  what! 
does  it  all  mean  ?     How  do  men  endure  the  ceaselestf'^ 
change,  the  dull  monotony  ?     Satirists  and  keen  ob- 
aervors  of  the  world's  follies  have  asked  this  question  | 
again  and  again.    The  best  man  may  often  doubt  what  f 
he  should  reply.     But  he  hears  a  voice  saying  to  him, 
'  Try  to  be  true  thyself ;  resist  the  powers  which  are 
tempting  thee  to  go  through  thy  acts,  common  or 
Eacred,  as  if  thou  wert  a  mere  machine ;  hold  fast  thy 
faith  that  God  is,  and  is  working,  when  thou  seest  leasb  J 
of  His  working,  and  when  the  world  seems  most  to  be  I 
facing  on  without  Him;  assure  thyself  that  there  is  aa  ^ 
order  in  the  universe  when  all  its  movements  seem 
most  disorderly,     So  will  the  things  around  thee  by 
degrees   acquire  a  meaning  and   a  purpose.     Those 
divine  services  and  sacraments  which  have  partaken 
of  their  insincerity,  which  have  become  shadows  lika 
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them,  will  show  thee  what  a  truth  and  substance  lies 
behind  them.  In  English  temples  thou  mayest  hear 
"''Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  of  Hosts,^'  resounding 
from  the  lips  of  seraphim.  In  them  thou  mayest 
know  that  thou  art  in  the  midst  of  a  company  of 
angels  and  archangels  and  just  men  made  perfect,  nay, 
that  thou  art  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  the  mediator  of 
the  new  covenant,  and  of  God  the  judge  of  all.  And 
if  the  sense  of  that  presence  awaken  all  the  conscious- 
ness of  thine  own  evil,  and  of  the  evil  of  the  people 
«rmong  whom  thou  dwellest,  the  taste  of  that  sacrifice, 
which  was  once  ofEered  for  thee  and  all  the  world,  will 
purge  thine  iniquity.  When  that  divine  love  has 
kindled  thy  flagging  and  perishing  thoughts  and  hopes, 
thou  mayest  learn  that  God  can  use  thee  to  bear  the 
tidings  of  His  love  and  righteousness  to  a  sense-bound 
land  that  is  bowing  to  silver  and  gold,  to  horses  and 
<5hariots.  And  if  there  should  come  a  convulsion  in 
that  land,  such  as  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers  have 
known,  be  sure  that  it  signifies  the  removal  of  such 
things  as  can  be  shaken,  that  those  things  which 
•cannot  be  shaken  may  remain.' 
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Moreover  tlie  Lord  Bp&ke  again  anlo  Ahaz,  saying,  AbIi  thee  s  sign  of 
tbe  Lord  tb;  God;  ask  it  either  in  the  depth,  or  id  the  beight 
above.  Bat  Ahai  said,  I  will  not  ask,  neither  will  I  tempt  the 
Lord.  And  he  said.  Hear  ye  now,  O  houia  of  David ;  la  it  a 
small  thing  for  70a  to  weanr  men,  but  trill  yon  waary  mj  Clod 
«]bo  f  Therefore  the  Lord  Himself  shall  give  yon  a  eign  ;  Behold, 
a  vii'giD  ahall  conceive,  and  bear  a  son,  and  ehal!  ca.)!  his  name 
Immannel.— iBiiiH  vii.  10—14. 

The  chapter  from  which  this  passage  ia  taken  im- 
mediately follows  the  one  upon  which  I  spoke  to  yon 
last  Sunday.  The  vision  in  the  year  that  Uzziah  died 
prepares  us  for  the  message  of  Ahaz.  Nevertheless  a 
considerable  period, — the  whole  reign  of  Jotliam, — 
elapsed  between  them.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  the  lips 
which  had  been  touched  by  the  fire  from  the  altur  were 
eilent  during  that  time,  that  the  man  who  had  said 
'Here  am  I,  send  me,'  and  bad  received  so  terrible  a 
message,  did  not  deliver  himself  of  it  for  sixteen  years  F 
If  that  had  been  so,  I  do  not  know  that  there  may 
not  be  many  parallel  cases  in  the  ancient  and  modern 
world,  A  man  may  feel  that  he  is  called  to  a  work 
long  before  the  moment  arrives  when  he  can  perform 
it,  long  before  the  outward  event  occurs  which  cor- 
responds to  the  inward  impulse  and  explains  its  full 


J 


'■] 


THE   REIQN   OF   JOTHAM. 


meaning.  Suet  intervals,  no  doubt,  make  great  demands 
apon  the  faith  and  patience  of  him  who  is  appointed  to 
pass  through  them.  There  is  the  strongest  temptation 
to  doubt  whether  that  which  seemed  to  give  a  law  and 
purpose  to  his  life  was  not  itself  a  dream.  There  is  a 
temptation  to  create  the  occasion  for  speaking  or  acting 
before  ifc  arises.  But  the  delay  is  an  education  which 
is  profitable  io  proportion  as  the  original  inspiration 
and  conviction  are  kept  alive ;  it  is  necessary  and  often 
lengthened,  in  proportion  as  the  subsequent  work  is  to 
be  of  a  powerful,  terrible  kind,  such  as  may  affect 
generations  to  come.  If  the  opinion  which  has  been 
ordinarily  deduced  from  St.  Paul's  account  of  his  stay 
in  Arabia  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  be  a  true  one, 
he  would  offer  the  most  memorable  example  of  this 
probation. 

There  ia  no  reason,  however,  to  suppose  that  Isaiah 
was  silent  during  the  time  I  have  spoken  of.  There 
ia  the  best  evidence  that  he  was  not.  What  we  may, 
I  think,  fairly  af&rm  is,  that  the  events  in.  the  reign 
of  Ahaz,  to  which  I  alluded  in  a  former  lecture,  the 
conspiracy  against  him  by  the  Samaritans  and  Syrians, 
the  appearance  of  the  Assyrian  hosts  in  Palestine,  the 
entreaty  of  Ahaz  that  Tiglatli-Pileser  would  punish 
his  enemies,  the  fulfilment  of  that  petition,  and  the 
consequent  preparation  of  a  new  and  fearful  calamity 
for  his  son  and  his  people,  were  the  especial  objects  to 
which  Isaiah's  vision  pointed,  and  that  the  prophecy  con- 
tained in  the  text  derives  great  part  of  its  interpretation 
from  that  vision.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  connection 
between  them  would  not  be  inteliigible,  if  the  purged 
eyes  of  the  prophet  had  not  been  enabled  to  see  the 
condition  of  society  in  Judaea  in  the  years  of  apparent 
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prosperity  and  splendonr  which  preceded  the  Ieagn» 
of  Pekah  au  J  Eezin,  and  if  he  had  not  given  ua  a  moat 
vivid  and  graphical  description  of  that  which  he  saw. 
The  first  chapter  of  his  prophecy  can  hardly  be  said 
to  contain  this  description.  The  words  at  the  com- 
mencement of  it,  "  I  have  nourished  and  brought  up 
children,  and  they  have  rebelled  against  me.  The  ox 
knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his  master's  crib :  bub 
Israel  doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  consider," 
might  apply  to  Jotham'a  time  or  any  other.  I  hinted 
last  Sunday  that  they  served  as  a  kind  of  general 
preface  to  the  prophecy,  indicating  what  the  sin  was 
against  which  all  the  after  denunciations  of  the  seer 
would  be  directed ;  how  it  was  the  revolt  of  a  people 
from  One  who  cared  for  them,  watched  over  them, 
loved  them  ;  bow  it  was  the  wild  and  wilful  desire  of 
the  heart  to  seek  abroad  for  the  treasures  which  it 
would  have  found  stored  up  at  home.  Something  of  the 
same  general  character  may  be  traced  through  the  rest 
of  the  chapter.  But  there  are  passages  such  as  these, 
"  Your  country  is  desolat*,  your  cities  are  burnt  with 
fire ;  your  land,  strangers  devour  it  in  your  presence, 
and  it  ia  desolate  as  overthrown  by  strangers.  And 
the  daughter  of  Zion  is  left  as  a  cottage  in  a  vineyard, 
aa  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers,  as  a  besieged 
city,"  which  must,  it  would  seem,  refer  to  a  much 
later  time,  when  either  Shalmaneser  or  Sennacherib 
had  laid  waste  the  greater  part  of  Palestine,  and  when 
Jerusalem  was  nearly  the  last  hold  of  the  chosen 
race.  Some  may  feel  a  difficulty  in  connecting  th& 
following  passages,  which  declare  that  their  condition 
would  have  been  like  that  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  if 
the  Lord  had  not  preserved  a  very  small  remnant,  with 
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the  time  in  wliicli  Hezekiah  was  reigDing,  alter  he 
had  commenced  a  great  reformation.  But  we  may 
find  as  we  proceed,  what  all  reason  and  eriperienco 
■would  lead  us  to  expect,  that  this  reformation  waa 
slow  in  ita  progress ;  that  it  brought  to  light  evib 
which  were  lying  very  deep  in  the  heart  of  the  nation, 
that  some  of  the  immediate  household  of  the  feing 
(Shebna  the  scribe  is  denoted  by  name  as  one  of  them) 
fully  deserved  to  be  called  "  companions  of  thieves, 
men  who  loved  gifts  and  foUowed  after  rewards,  who 
judged  not  the  cause  of  the  fatherless."  And  the 
reaction  in  favour  of  the  temple  services  and  tJie 
appointed  feasts  which  was  sure  to  follow  the  change 
in  the  disposition  of  the  king,  may  have  led  to  that 
semblance  of  faith  which  the  prophet  denounces  in 
the  words,  "To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your 
sacrifices  unto  me  ?  saith  the  Lord :  I  am  full  of  the 
burnt- offerings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts  ;  and 
I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  o)' 
of  he- goats  ; "  together  with  that  cry  for  an  inward 
and  radical  reformation,  "  Wash  you,  make  you  clean, 
put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine 
eyes;  cease  to  do  evil;  learn  to  do  well;  seek  judg- 
ment, relieve  the  oppressed,  judge  the  fatherless,  plead 
for  the  widow."  And  the  promises  at  the  end  of  the 
chapter  that  the  city  should  become  once  more  a  city 
of  righteousness,  a  faithful  city,  point  naturally  to 
that  higher  and  nobler  state  of  things  which  was  to 
be  seen  in  the  latter  years  of  Hezekiah's  reign  after 
the  ministers  of  corruption  had  been  swept  away,  and 
the  truer  hearts  had  been  purified  by  suffering. 

But  the  moat  intelligent  students  of  Isaiah  have 
believed,   and   apparently    on    the    most    reasonable- 
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grounds,  that  the  next  passage  of  his  prophecy,  fi-onfl 
the  beginning  of  the  second  to  the  end  of  the  fourth 
chapter,  belongs  to  the  very  commencement  of  hia 
work.  There  had  been  many  allusions  in  earlier 
prophets, — we  hove  noticed  one  in  Joel, — to  a  time  of 
great  blessedness  and  gloiy,  when  Mount  Zion  should 
be  exalted  above  the  hills,  and  the  law  of  the  Lord 
should  go  forth  from  Jerusalem.  Such  sentences  we 
may  easily  suppose  had  become  tests  and  common- 
places among  the  people,  often  in  the  mouths  of  the 
popular  and  court  prophets,  applied  by  them  to  the 
state  of  things  which  was  then  established,  or  to  some 
ono  which  would  naturally  grow  out  of  it.  A  passage 
of  this  kind  it  is  supposed, — and  the  hypothesis  givea 
great  coherency  to  the  whole  discourse, — is  to  be 
found  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  verses  of  the 
aecond  chapter.  Adopting  words  which  were  well 
known  to  his  audience,  from  some  venerable  teacher 
of  the  past,  the  prophet  proceeds  to  comment  upon 
them  and  shew  that  they  might  indeed  have  been 
fulfilled  in  that  time,  but  tbat  the  sins  of  the  nation 
had  produced  a  state  as  unlike  as  possible  to  that 
which  the  seer  spoke  of. 

No  contrast  can  be  more  living  and  terrible  than 
that  which  the  prophet  draws  between  the  actual 
condition  of  things  and  that  true  and  blessed  one 
which  he  as  much  as  his  predecessor  looks  for.  The 
first  sign  of  corruption  is  that  they  were  replenished 
from  the  east,  and  pleased  themaelvea  in  the  children 
<,£  strangers.  In  other  words,  they  had  a  love  for  aS 
foreign  habits,  luxuries,  euperstitions.  Above  all,  they 
had  acquhed  a  taste  for  enchantments,  a  delight,  and, 
— if  it  were  not  profaning   the   word, — a  faith,  in 
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Dguries  drawn  from  visible  portents, — ^in  whatever 
wonders  did  not  testify  of  a  God  of  order.  This  sore 
and  fatal  Bymptom  of  a  people  indifferent  to  realities, 
occupied  with  self-exalting  vanities,  stood  side  by  side- 
with  the  tobeus  of  which  I  spoke  last  Sunday,  the 
multitude  of  chariots  and  horses,  the  abundance  of 
silver  and  gold,  the  practical  worship  of  these,  which 
produced  all  other  more  obvious  kinds  of  idolatry. 
Before  that  bright  day  of  the  Lord  can  come,  about 
which  the  old  prophet  had  spoken,  a  day  must  come 
which  would  wither  and  consume  all  these  vanities, 
'a  day  which  shall  be  upon  every  one  that  is  proud 
and  lofty,  and  he  shall  be  brought  low :  on  the  cedars 
of  Lebanon  and  the  oaks  of  Bashan ;  on  the  high 
towers  and  the  fenced  walls ;  upon  the  ships  of 
Tarshish  and  the  pleasant  pictures/  '  A  day  in  which 
a  man  shall  cast  his  idols  of  silver  and  of  gold  to  the 
moles  and  to  the  hats;  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the 
rocks,  and  into  the  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  His  Majesty,  when 
He  ariseth  to  shake  terribly  the  earth.' 

And  there  would  he  judgments  preparatory  to  these. 
"The  Lord  would  take  away  from  Jerusalem  and 
from  Judah  the  mighty  man,  and  the  man  of  war, 
the  judge,  and  the  prophet,  and  the  prudent,  and  the 
ancient,  the  captain  of  fifty,  and  the  honourable  man, 
and  the  cunning  artificer,  and  the  eloquent  orator. 
And  children  should  be  their  princes,  and  babes 
should  rule  over  them."  The  last  sentence  may 
allude  to  Ahaz,  who,  as  we  are  told  in  the  Book  of 
Kings,  was  only  twenty  years  <Dld  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  whose  acta  shewed  that  he  was  a  child  in 
character  even  more  than  in  years.     His  father  might 
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(if  old  counaelloTB,  i 
ili'iilli  nr  l>y  Mm  i<H|irii<t>  nf  tlm  young  king.  An^ 
Willili  nf  ull  wimtiim  Mini  jiv>wt>r  of  government  i 
nilnr  tunilH  In  tim  m'xt  tii(tH  of  lUsorganisatioo,  or  at 
IditHt'  u  uliiiimt  iiittvit«lily  I'l'inniiUmt  with  it.  "ITje 
|ii>ii|ilii  "liftll  liii  miiHtw^iKl,  overy  one  by  another,  and 
ovt'iy  mill  I'y  liU  HttiiililMiviP.  The  child  shall  behave 
liliiimrll'  (n»iidly  tupviiwt  tho  ancient,  and  the  base 
HUnliml'  tliti  liiiin'iimlilo,"  Tlwro  will  come  also  a  time 
tin  (ltii'UMHl«iii>  Uuinlt  tWlHitw,  when  tho  craving  for 
|iiiwvi-|  M\\\  ovoii  i>ttvot(>nsm«s  itself,  wi!!  give  place  to 
tilt)  ilitwd  itf  rwiponHil>iltty  niid  ahamo;  when  people 
hIimII  m\y  lo  h  iimii,  "  'Hiou  h»9t  clothing  ;  be  thon  onr 
I'lilw,  And  lit)  sliall  swotir,  '  I  will  »ut  be  a  healer. 
Mttke  iHW  Hol  A  ndt'p  tif  th*  people.'  "  Another  sign 
vi  n  fntliti^  »l(»t«  ImimK  dr«vra  out  with  the  minute- 
ueaa  »ud  <l»t»il  whioh  wp*  characteristic  of  a  prophet. 
'*'l'K»  tUiidtitew  <'f  SSiiMi  »r©  kniighty,  and  walk  with 
KtivtoheiUotil  nooks  and  w»uti.>u  eyes,  walking  and 
uiinciu^  aa  thi\v  g<.< :  **  filled  with  a  thooghtlees,  beart- 
\tm,  »etf-*e©ktn^  spirit  which  was  bringing  on  i 
tltat  would  n>b  th«u  of  all  that  they  had  delighted  ij 
and  would  make  th»m  sKarvm  iu  the  misery  wlnM 
they  bad  not  lMf«ded.  Those  are  evils,  the  prophet  a 
whidi  most  bo  washed  away,  aay,  which  require  a  &pic 
ot  jadgtoMnt  and  a  spirit  of  haming  to  remore  tbi 
Anil  than  witZ  the  good  day  come :  "  tkim  will  the  I 
give  His  people  a  tabernacle  fora  shadow  from  th»  h 
and  a  place  of  refuge  from  storm  and  from  ra 

This  noble  discourse  ia  followed  by  the  spog-  < 
ceraing  the  Lord's  vineyard,  which  probably  1 
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tory.  The  vineyard  is  on  a 
very  fruitful  hill,  it  has  been  fenced,  the  stones  have 
been  gathered  out  of  it,  the  choicest  vine  has  been 
planted  in  it,  a  tower  has  been  built  in  the  midst  of  it, 
a  wine-presa  baa  been  made  in  it.  The  owner  of  it 
looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes ;  and  it  brought 
forth  wild  grapes.  That  truth  is  here  asserted  in  the 
strongest  manner  which  penetrates  the  whole  prophecy, 
and  apart  from  which  no  word  of  it  lias  any  meaning, 
that  the  nation  of  Israel  was  brought  into  an  entirely 
right  state;  that  it  was  wholly  a  right  seed;  that  it 
tad  all  capacities  and  appliances  for  being  right  and 
for  doing  right ;  that  when  it  bronght  forth  wild  grapes 
it  was  severing  itself  from  its  root ;  it  was  doing  some- 
'  thing  disorderly,  irregular,  in  one  sense  of  the  word 
nnnatural.  The  use  of  the  phrase  wild  grapes,  shows 
indeed  that  it  was  yielding  to  the  impulses  of  natnre. 
But  tlien  the  very  idea  of  a  covenanted  people  is  of  one 
raised  above  these  impulses,  brought  into  the  true 
human  condition,  the  condition  of  dependence  upon 
God  which  He  intends  for  the  creature  whom  He  has 
made  in  His  image.  The  prophet  here,  as  always,  does 
not  rest  in  generalities.  He  tells  us  what  the  wild  grapes 
are  which  the  vineyard  has  bronght  forth,  what  signs 
the  House  of  Judah  has  given,  that  it  is  yielding  to 
nature,  not  to  God,  and  so  is  becoming  unnatural  and 
inhuman.  The  possessors  of  land  come  first  in  his 
arraignment.  "  Woe  to  them  that  join  house  to  house, 
that  lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no  place,  that  they 
may  be  placed  alone  in  the  midst  of  the  earth."  Then 
come  the  luxurious  men  of  cities.  "  Woe  to  them  that 
rise  up  early  in  the  morning  that  they  may  follow 
strong    drink;    that  continue    untQ   night  till  wine 

I  B  a 


!4t  8IGS3   OF   NATIONAL   DECAY. 

inflanie  them.  And  the  harp,  and  the  violj  the  tabret, 
and  the  pipe,  and  wine,  are  in  their  feasts ;  but  they 
consider  not  the  work  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  operation  of 
His  hands."  Then  we  have  the  scorners,  those  who  do 
not  believe  that  any  judgment  can  overtake  thorn,  who 
think  that  everything  is  as  it  ought  to  be  and  as  it 
must  be.  They  say, "  Let  Him  make  speed  and  haateo 
His  work,  that  we  may  see  it.  And  let  the  oonnsel  of 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel  draw  nigh  and  come,  that  we 
may  know  it."  Then  those  who  use  false  conventional 
phrases  to  describe  acts  and  qualities,  or  who  deny  a 
standard  of  right  and  wrong.  "  Woe  to  them  who  call 
evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  that  put  darkness  for  light, 
and  light  for  darkness."  Then  those  that  glory  in  their 
wisdom  or  their  righteousness.  "  Woe  to  them  that 
are  wise  in  their  own  eyes  and  prudent  in  their  own 
sight."  Then  again  those  that  boast  of  their  aottiehness, 
and  who  yet  retain  enough  of  sense  and  cleverness  to 
abuse  it  for  the  purposes  of  injustice.  "  Woe  to  them 
that  are  mighty  to  drink  wine  ;  and  men  of  strength  to 
mingle  strong  drink,  which  justify  the  wicked  for  re- 
ward, and  take  away  the  righteousness  of  the  righteous 
from  him."  And  there  is  one  general  cause  of  rnin 
which  the  prophet  looks  upon  as  comprehending  all 
these  particular  causes.  My  people  are  in  captivity  or 
bondage  because  they  have  no  knowledge.  The  sensu- 
ality, the  covetousuess,  the  self-glorification,  the  prac- 
tical disregard  of  right  and  wrong  in  then'  dealings 
with  each  other,  are  destroying  all  faculty  of  moral 
discernment,  and  making  them  brutish  and  slavish. 
Their  honourable  men  and  the  multitude  become  alike 
incapable  of  recognising  a  law  of  Truth  and  Righteous- 
ness as  governing  themselves,  and  therefore  of  beheving 
in  a  God  of  Truth  and  Righteousness  who  b  the  author^ 
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and  upholder  of  that  law.     "  They  do  not  know,  they 
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cannot  nnderatand," — these  are  phrases  occurring  con- 
tinually in  the  prophets  to  describe  the  extinction  of 
that  perception  ia  a  nation  which  is  the  proper  attri- 
bute of  man,  and  the  consequent  triumph  of  all  mere 
animal  propensities,  together  with  a  resolute,  deliberate 
selfishness  which  is  not  found  among  animals  but  only 
a,mong  fallen  spinta. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  there  are  many  passages 
scattered  thrflugh  the  later  chapters  of  Isaiah  which  may 
belong  to  the  same  period  with  these,  another  principle 
than  a  chronological  one  having  apparently  determined 
the  arrangement  of  his  utterances.  But  the  specimens  I 
have  given  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  explain  the  crisis 
in  which  the  prophet  received  the  following  command. 

"  Then  said  the  Lord  unto  Isaiah,  Go  forth  now  to 
meet  Ahaz,  thou  and  Shear-jashub  thy  son,  at  the  end 
of  the  conduit  of  the  upper  pool,  in  the  highway  of  the 
fuller's  field;  and  say  unto  him.  Take  heed,  and  be 
quiet ;  fear  not,  neither  be  faint-hearted  for  the  two 
tails  of  these  smoking  firebrands,  for  the  fierce  anger  of 
Bezin  with  Syria,  and  the  son  of  Remaliah.  Because 
Syria,  Ephraim,  and  the  son  of  Remaliah,  have  taken 
evil  counsel  against  thee,  saying.  Let  us  go  up  against 
Judab,  and  vex  it,  and  let  us  make  a  bruach  therein  for 
as,  and  set  a  king  in  the  midst  of  it,  even  the  son  of 
Tabeal :  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  It  shall  not  stand, 
neither  shall  it  come  to  pass.  For  the  head  of  Syria  is 
Damascus,  and  the  head  of  Damascus  is  Rezin ;  and 
within  three  scoreaudfiveyearsahallEphraimbe  broken, 
that  it  be  not  a  people.  And  the  head  of  Ephraim  ia 
Samaria,  and  the  head  of  Samaria  ia  Remaliah's  son.  If 
je  will  not  believe,  surely  ye  shall  not  be  established." 

You  might  have  supposed  in  such  &  time  as  that 
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which  has  been  described  to  U3,  that  the  prophet  would' 
have  spoken  to  Ahaz  of  coming  danger 
have  cheered  him  to  confidence  and  hope.  Was  this 
fulfilling  his  commission  ?  AVas  this  in  the  spirit  of 
that  discourse  wherein  he  had  told  them  that  there 
mast  be  a  dark  ten-ible  day  of  the  Lord  before  any 
brightness  could  be  looked  for  ?  I  conceive  that  Isaiah 
could  not  have  explained  the  import  of  the  divine  vision 
which  he  saw  in  the  temple,  or  of  the  warnings  and 
threntenings  which  the  sins  of  the  people  had  drawn 
forth  from  him,  so  effectually  as  by  this  exhortation  to 
faith,  undoubted  faith,  in  the  divine  covenant  with  the 
house  of  David.  He  had  been  shewn  the  ground  for 
this  faith,  how  certainty  a  divine  King  was  in  the 
of  the  people  from  generation  to  generation;  loifhthei 
while  one  visible  ruler  after  another  was  taken  fronX'< 
them.  Confidence  in  the  calling  of  the  family, 
preservation, — was  really  confidence  in  Him ;  its  suc-- 
cession  existed  to  testify  of  Him.  And  want  of  this 
confidence  would  indicate  as  surely  that  the  belief  in 
the  nnseen  ruler  was  failing  or  had  disappeared 
would  be  the  natural  consequence  of  all  those  habits 
which  Isaiah  had  denonnced  as  ominons  of  coming 
strnction.  Here  was  a  test  of  the  condition  of  the 
aod  the  kingdom.  Did  he  think  that  his  house  woi 
fall  before  the  son  of  Tabeal  ?  It  was  clear,  then, 
the  promises  to  David  seemed  to  him  mere  fantasies 
fictions ;  he  despised  his  birthright ;  he  did  not  know 
that  his  race  was  chosen  for  any  high  and  divine  pur- 
pose by  the  Lord  of  the  whole  earth.  The  courage 
which  had  enabled  Moses  to  lead  the  people  through 
the  desert,  Joshua  with  his  little  bands  to  drive  out  th*' 
nations,  the  judges,  one  after  another,  to  deliver  their 
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country  from  its  oppressors,  grew  onb  of  this  faith ; 
when  the  effect  ceased  it  was  clear  the  cause  had  ceaeed ; 
cowardice  was  another  name  for  diatraat.  And  it  was 
certain  that  distrust  in  an  invisible  power  would  in- 
volve silly  slavish  confidence  in  some  visible  power. 
If  Ahaa  did  not  say  to  the  Guide  and  Deliverer  of  his 
land,  Save  me,  I  am  thy  servant  and  son,  he  would 
offer  that  prayer  aud  confession  to  the  Assyrian. 

Hero  lies  the  first  obvious  explanation  of  the  words 
which  I  took  for  my  text,  Isaiah  is  desired  to  offer 
Ahaz  a  sign  either  in  the  depth  or  the  height.  That 
the  Jewish  economy  was  in  some  sense  an  economy  of 
signs  we  all  admit,  I  have  striven  in  former  lectures 
to  ascertain  in  what  sense.  We  are  not  surely  autho- 
rised to  say  that  we  see  no  signs.  What  are  all  out- 
ward appearances  but  signs  of  some  power  or  principle 
which  is  working  unseen  ?  What  ia  the  function  of 
the  physical  student  or  philosopher  bat  to  discover  the 
power  or  principle  of  which  any  appearances  or  facts  in 
nature  are  the  indexes?  What  is  the  function  of  the* 
political  or  moral  student,  but  to  ascertain  of  what 
power  or  principle  any  appearances  or  facts  of  in- 
dividual experience  or  general  history  are  the  indexes  ? 
The  Jewish  prophet  was  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
conntrymen  to  these  signs,  to  discover  the  signification 
of  them.  For  the  more  effectual  carrying  out  of  this 
purpose,  he  was  directed  sometimes  to  make  iiigus ;  be 
was  empowered  to  do  some  unusual  thing  that  men 
might  be  stirred  by  it  to  inquire  for  the  purpose  which 
was  latent  in  it.  In  thi«  rtnipect,  too,  he  wa«  a  guide  U>  ' 
future  ages  in  nndenitaiuling  what  befalls  them.  lUre 
appearances  and  acta  most  bftve  tb«ir  law  m  well  om 
those  that  are  more  regular  j  they  roiue  the  fttteutioD 
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of  the  torpid,  they  fulfil  their  part  in  the  great  schem 
of  man's  education.     Our  Lord  laid  down  the  whole 
doctrine  upon  this  subject  when  the  Pharisees  aougl 
a  sign  from  Him.     He  had  given  theni  signs  of  healin 
life-giving  power,  proofs  that  a  present  God  was  wi 
them.     But  they  wanted  a  sign  from  Heaven,  the  tokei 
of  some  distant  God  in  the  sky.     That,  He  said,  ^ 
the  craving  ofan  adulterous  or  sense-bound  generation; 
and  He  asked  them  whether  there  were  not  signs  in 
the  sky  at  morning  and  evening  by  which  they  deter-  _ 
mined  whether  there  would  be  a  fine  or  a  cloudy  daA 
on  the  morrow,  and  whether  there  were  not  signs  c 
the  times  which  were  warning  them  of  evils  to  comeJ 
The  new  world  has  been  just  as  rich  in  these  signs  a 
the  old.     But  God's  mercy  to  the  old  in  giving  thei 
special  clues  to  the  purpose  and  moral  of  His  signHjl 
will  save  us  from  the  wish  to  have  any  other  pheno^ 
mena  than  those  which  testify  of  His  regular  and  dailfl 
government.     If  we  do  not  use  these,  we  may  havi 
others ;  but  it  will  be  because  we  are  an  adulteroui 
and  sinfnl  generation,  and  need  the  portents  and  pre 
sages  of  an  approaching  downfall. 

Ahaz  said,  "  I  will  not  ask,  neither  will  I  tempt  t! 
Lord  my  God."  It  was  an  hypocritical  phrase 
not  fear  to  tempt  the  Lord  his  God,  he  did  not  believe  1 
Him.  He  feared  lest  the  prophet  should  show  him.  T 
some  terrible  sights,  such  as  those  an  enchanter  woald  J 
have  shewn  him.  He  feared  lest  the  God  of  his  father*  J 
should  do  him  some  injury.  "  0  house  of  David,"! 
Baid  Isaiah,  "  is  it  not  enough  for  you  to  weary  mao.'i 
but  will  you  weary  my  God  also  ?"  You  have  worn  out  ^ 
the  patience  of  men ;  but  do  you  think  that  yon  can  > 
wear  out  the  patience  of  God  ?     Do  you  think  you  can  J 
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change  His  purposes,  because  you  are  incrednlous  and 
heartless?  No;  "the  Lord  Himself  shall  give  you  a 
sign.  A  virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  s,  son,  and 
shall  call  hia  name  Immanuel." 

It  13  added  in  the  next  verse  but  one  :  "  Before  the 
child  shall  know  to  refuse  the  evil,  and  choose  the  good, 
the  land  that  thou  abhorrest  shall  be  forsaken  of  both 
her  kings."  These  words  introduced  so  distinctly, 
compel  us,  if  we  would  not  utterly  set  aside  the  letter 
of  Scripture,  to  believe  that  a  child  was  born  shortly 
after  this  time  either  of  the  royal  stock  or  to  the 
prophet.  There  are  probabilities  in  each  interpretation. 
There  is  no  warrant  at  all  (as  we  are  told  nothing 
further  upon  the  subject)  for  supposing  that  the  birth, 
though  it  may  have  been  nulooked  for,  was,  in  the  sense 
we  commonly  give  to  the  word,  miraculous.  We 
cannot  anticipate  an  after  and  more  glorious  event  by 
supposing  the  exact  parallel  of  it  to  have  occurred 
now.  But  we  are  bound  to  suppose,  because  we  are 
expressly  told  so,  that  an  event  which  was  the  sign  to 
Ahaz  that  the  enemies  whom  he  feared  would  be 
destroyed,  actually  occurred. 

"And  they  shall  call  his  name  Immanuel."  The 
name  of  the  child  was  to  intimate  that  God  was  with 
them.  The  name  takes  great  possession  of  the  pro- 
phet's mind.  It  becomes  a  sort  of  key-word  with  him. 
You  would  expect  it  to  be  so.  The  King  whose  train 
filled  the  temple  was  the  God-with-us,  the  divine 
Teacher,  the  present  Deliverer,  the  everlasting  Word 
to  whom  kings  did  homage,  who  spoke  by  prophets. 
All  visible  kiuga  Isaiah  regards  as  signs  of  Him.  All 
prophets  live  to  make  Him  known.  But  there  were 
events  preparing  for  the  land  of  their  fathers  which 
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made  it  needful   that  His   Name  should  be  declared.! 


with  especial  emphas 


which  assured  the  prophet  thafc 


there  would  be  a  more  complete  revelation  of  His 
Majesty  than  had  been  made  yet.  "The  Lord  shall 
bring  upon  thee,"  he  said  to  Aiaz,  "  and  upon  thy 
people,  and  upou  thy  father's  house,  days  that  have 
not  come,  from  the  day  that  Ephraim  departed  from 
Judahj  even  the  king  of  Assyria."  This  viaitafcion,. 
which  begins  to  be  announced  now  with  a  breadth  and' 
distinctness  befitting  its  near  approach,  does  not  in- 
volve merely  the  coming  of  one  host.  It  has  been  well 
said  that  Palestine  occupied  for  some  ages  a  place  in 
oriental  history,  not  uulike  that  which  the  Low  Coun- 
tries have  occupied  in  modern  Europe.  It  was  not 
merely  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  a  single  power:  itwa» 
a  battle-field  between  two.  "The  Lord,"  it  is  said,  "shall 
hiss  for  the  fly  that  is  in  the  uppermost  part  of  the  rivers, 
of  Egypt,  and  for  the  bee  that  is  in  the  land  of  Assyria., 
And  they  shall  come,  and  shall  rest  all  of  them  in  the-, 
desolate  valleys,  and  in  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  upon, 
all  thorns,  and  upon  all  bushes."  lb  is  added  that  "in 
that  day,  where  there  were  a  thousand  vines  at  a. 
thousand  silveriings,  it  shall  be  for  briers  and  thorns." 
From  this  time  we  may  observe  a  continual  recur- 
renceof  those  two  ideas,  frequently  in  direct  conjunction^ 
always  following  close  upon  each  other, — the  Assyrian 
invader,  and  the  Immanuel,  the  God  with  us.  In  the 
following  chapter,  the  birth  of  a  son  to  the  prophet  is 
carefully  recorded  as  a  sign.  "  For  before  the  child 
shall  have  knowledge  to  cry  '  my  father '  and  '  my 
mother,*  the  riches  of  Damascus  and  the  spoil  of 
Samaria  shall  be  taken  away  bef  ore  tlie  king  of  Assyria." 
Bat  though  this  punishment  is  especially  denounced 
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against  the  two  confederate  nations,  it  is  added,  "  He 
sliallpass  through  Judah.  And  the  stretching  out  of 
his  wings  shall  fill  the  breadth  of  thy  land,  0  Im- 
manuel."  Then  he  bids  the  Syrians  and  Israelites  "take 
counsel  together,  but  it  shall  come  to  nought.  Speak 
the  word)  and  it  shall  not  stand :  for  God  is  with  ns." 
He  declares  that  "the  Lord  will  be  for  a  sanctuary; 
bnt  for  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence  to 
both  the  honses  of  Israel,  for  a  gin  and  a  snare  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerusalem."  He  speaks  of  himself  and 
the  children  whom  God  has  given  him ;  where  by 
children,  he  seems  not  only  to  mean  the  one  who  had 
been  lately  born  to  him  and  the  one  who  accompanied 
him  on  his  message  to  Ahaz,  though  these  are  certainty 
included ;  but  the  prophetical  school  by  which  he  was 
BorrODnded,  those  whom  be  calls  iu  the  sixteenth  verse 
his  disciples.  All  these  were  to  be  living  signs,  con- 
tinnal  testimonies  of  an  impending  ruin  and  of  &  great 
Deliverer,  of  One  to  whom  every  Israelite  might  turn 
ith  his  heart,  and  in  whom  he  might  find  rest  and 
Ivation;  bat  whose  presence  would  stir  up  all  the 
dark  and  evil  and  rebelhous  thoughts  of  those  who 
woold  not  yield  then^elves  to  Him. — (viii.) 

I  purposely  abstain  from  entering  upon  the  memor- 
able passage  which  opens  the  ninth  chapter;  which,  like 
the  one  I  have  been  considering  to-day,  is  a.'^sociated 
with  oar  Christmas  recollections  and  thanksgivings. 
Perhaps  you  will  feel  that  I  bare  done  something 
to  weaken  that  application  of  the  words  which  were 
apoken  t«  Ahaz,  By  taking  them  in  connection  with 
iQ  fftlling  and  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel  in  Isaiah's 
I  may  seem  to  have  denied  the  truth  of  St. 
's  sentence,  "  Now  all  ihir  wbk  done,  that  it 
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might  be  fulfilled  whicli  was  Bpoken  of  the  Lc 
prophet  1  Behold  a  Virgin  shall  be  with  child  i 
forth  a  Son,  and  they  shall  call  hia  name  Immannel, 
which  is,  being  interpreted,  God  with  us."      I  hope 
and  trust  that  I  have  rather  been  helping  you  to  see 
the  full  power  and  exact  trath  of  that  sentence.       If 
Isaiah    gave    this  sign    to   Ahaz   because   he  doubted 
whether    the   promise   would    be   fulfilled    to   DavicU 
that    his    seed    should    be   established   for    ever,    the4 
sign  could  not  be  fulfilled,  that  is  to  say  the  perfect  1 
meaning  of  it  could  not  be  realised,  unless  One  should 
be  raised  upon  his  throne,  of   whose  kingdom  there 
should  bo  no  end.     If  the  wonderful  promise  had  b 
made  to  David  on  the  day  when  he  sat  before  the  Lord,  i 
and  meditated  on  His  gracious  covenant,  "  I  will  be  to  ] 
Him  a  Father,  and  He  shall  be  to  me  a  Son,"  the  kin^  | 
he  expected  could  only  perfectly  fulfil  the  sign,  pro-  1 
vided  He  were  the  Son  of  God.     If  He  were  to  be  the 
Son  of  God,  and  yet  to  be  an  actual  child,  eating 
ordinary  human  food,  learning  like  other  children  to   j 
"choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil,"  brought  np 
under  actual  human  guidance,  then  the  sign  would  only 
be  fulfilled  if  an  actual  virgin  conceived  and  bore  a  son. 
And  yet  again  if  this  son  was  He  whose  goings  forth   I 
had  been  of  old,  from  everlasting,  the  sign  could  only 
be  fulfilled  provided  He  were  then  the  Immanuei,  the 
God  with  us,  in  whom  Isaiah  could  bid  Ahaz  trust,  in  , 
whom  he  trusted  himself,  the  testimony  of  whom  ha  J 
bequeathed  to  his  children  and  nia  disciples. 

We  must  be  content  to  see  the  idea  of  this  Divine  ] 
Person    evolving   itself    slowly    in    the    mind    of    the 
prophet;  now  one  aspect  of  His  character,  now  another, 
presenting  itself  to  bim  as  he  mused  and  sorrowed  and 
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hoped  for  himself  and  for  his  country  and  for  mankind. 
And,  dear  brethren,  we  must  be  content  that  the  know- 
ledge of  Him  should  evolve  itself  slowly  in  our  minds;. 
we  must  be  thankful  if  any  perplexities  and  sorrows^ 
from  within  or  from  without,  prepare  us  for  it.  The 
Name  of  Him  who  was  bom  of  the  Virgin  may  h& 
familiar  to  us,  it  may  be  surrounded  with  many  beau- 
tiful and  venerable  associations,  it  may  recall  moments 
of  youthful  tenderness  or  remorse  or  enthusiasm. 
And  yet  it  may  rather  hover  about  our  minds  than  h& 
rooted  in  them ;  we  may  be  trying  by  acts  of  memory 
or  fancy,  or  strong  passionate  efforts  of  what  we  call' 
faith,  to  bind  it  to  us  more  closely.  What  we  want,  I 
think,  is  to  know  the  barrenness  and  hollowness  of 
our  own  selves.  If  there  is  not  some  One  beneath 
ourselves, — the  ground  of  all  that  we  desire  and  believe 
and  are,  the  spring  of  our  hopes  and  the  consummation 
of  them,  the  fountain  of  all  love  in  every  creature  and 
the  satisfaction  of  its  love, — life  is  a  very  miserable 
sleep,  full  of  turbulent  broken  dreams  mixed  with  a 
strange  dread  of  awaking.  It  is  in  vain  that  men  seek 
to  soothe  us  with  outward  images  and  pleasant  pictures. 
There  is  a  presence  near  us  and  within  us  that  cannot 
be  put  by.  It  haunts  us,  waylays  us,  torments  us. 
It  is  indeed  a  rock  of  stumbling  and  a  stone  of  ofiEence- 
to  us.  The  consciousness  of  it  produces  irritation  and 
fever.  It  seems  as  if  all  outward  nature  presented  it 
to  us  in  dark  signs  and  hieroglyphics  that  we  cannot 
decipher.  But  if  we  have  once  courage  to  ask  boldly, 
"Who  art  Thou  that  wilt  not  leave  me  wherever  1 
am,  or  whatever  I  am  doing,  whose  voice  I  cannot 
silence,  whose  eye  will  not  cease  to  look  into  me? ^' — 
the  awful  form  of  the  judge  and  the  accuser  will  b& 
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seen  to  change  into  the  gracious  form  of  sympa-- 
thising  Friend  and  Brother.  And  as  the  face  becomes 
better  known,  without  losing  thia  human  aspect,  still 
bearing  all  the  traees,  deeper  than  ever,  of  birth  and 
poverty,  of  sorrow  and  death,  it  will  yet  be  seen  to 
be  royal  and  divine  ;  we  shall  be  sure  that  the  Man  is 
the  King;  and  the  King  will  be  the  Immanuel,  God 
with  us ; — not  with  one  of  us  only,  but  with  all  of 
UB ; — moat  real,  though  the  eye  cannot  see  Him  ; 
certainly  near,  though  the  heart  do  not  confess  Him ; 
— He  in  whom  alone  we  are  all  men  and  all  brothers ; 
in  whom  alone  our  Father  can  behold  os  and  we  Him. 
When  we  have  learnt  to  hve  in  thia  conviction,  or 
rather  when  God,  by  giving  na  perpetual  experiences 
of  our  failures  and  follies  and  vanities,  has  made 
it  impoaaible  for  na  to  live  in  any  other,  then  we  shall 
not  need  signs  in  the  height  or  the  depth  that  He  will 
put  down  our  enemies.  Quid  times?  Gcesarem  vehia 
^The  Son  of  God  ia  in  the  vessel, — will  be  an  answer 
to  all  auggestiona  of  the  cowardly  nature  within  us  that 
the  Father  of  Spirits  will  deaert  the  work  of  His  own 
hands.  "  Asaociato  yourselves  and  ye  shall  be  broken 
in  pieces,  powers  of  darkneas  and  evil !  for  God  is  with 
us."  And  we  shall  desire  and  hope  that  we  and  the 
children  whom  God  had  given  us,  may  bo  signs  to  the 
world  of  Hia  kingdom  and  Hia  victory.  The  commonest 
birth  into  the  world  will  be  a  wonder,  since  He  has  been 
horn  into  it.  The  continuance  of  every  family  in  spite 
of  its  sins  and  strifes  will  speak  of  Him  as  the  Ever- 
lasting Brother;  even  as  the  endurance  of  the  eartli 
itself,  amidst  all  that  is  shaking  it,  will  bear  witness 
that  He  sitteth  above  the  water-flooda,  a  King  for  ever. 
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THE  LIGHT  IN  DARKNESS. 

(Wncoin's  Inn,  ith  Sumioi/  in  Lent.— March  21,  1852.1 

IfBTertbeleas,  the  dimnelB  shall  Dot  be  Bach  as  was  in  her  veiation, 
when  at  the  first  hu  lightly  afflicted  the  land  of  Zebulun  and  the 
land  of  Naphtali,  and  afterwarda  did  more  grievoafllj  afflict  her 
by  the  way  of  the  tea,  beyond  Jordan,  in  Galilee  of  the  nations. 
The  people  that  wolked  in  darkness  here  seen  a  groat  light  i 
they  that  dwell  in  the  land  o!  the  shadow  of  death,  apon  them 
bath  the  light  Bhined.  Thon  haat  maltiplied  the  nittion,  and  not 
increased  the  joy  :  they  joy  before  thee  according  to  the  joy  in 
harvest,  and  aa  men  rejoice  when  they  divide  the  spoi!.  For  thou 
bast  broken  the  yoke  of  bis  biirdect,  and  the  staff  of  his  shoulder, 
the  rod  of  his  oppreaaor,  aa  in  the  day  of  Midian.  For  every 
battle  of  the  warrior  ia  with  conf uBod  noiee,  and  garments  rolled 
in  blood ;  but  this  ehall  be  with  burning  aud  f  ael  of  Gre.  For 
□nto  us  a  Child  ia  bom,  unto  aa  a  Son  ia  gifen  ;  and  the  giovem. 
ment  ahall  be  npon  hia  ebonlder:  and  bJa  name  aliall  be  called 
Wonderful,  Connsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlaflting  Father, 
tbe  Prinoe  of  Peace.  Of  the  iccreaae  of  his  gntemmect  and 
peace  thsre  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  npon 
hia  kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  ostablish  it  with  judgment  and 
with  justice,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever.  The  zeal  of  the 
Lord  of  hoatfl  will  perform  this. — IsAliH  ii.  1 — 7- 

Thb  Beparatioa  of  Israel  from  Judah  reached  its  con- 
summation in  the  time  of  Ahaz.  The  confederacy 
of  the  Samaritans  with  the  Syrians  against  Judah 
waa  encountered  by  the  confederacy  of  Judah  with 
Assyria  against  Israel.  It  was  no  mere  border  war. 
Each  sought  the  extermination  of  the  other.  These 
confederacies  betokened  the  spirit  which  was  at  the 
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root  of  all  the  crimes  which  Isaiah  had  deploi 
and  deDODnced.  The  acknowledgment  of  t 
king  had  bound  the  tribes  together,  so  long  as  that  I 
implied  the  acknowledgment  of  a  common  God.  J 
Idolatry  had  broken  the  tie  and  had  kept  thezD  j 
asander.  Bnt  the  present  scheme  of  Samaria  to<| 
extinguish  its  rival  even  at  the  cost  of  giving  an 
ascendency  to  the  nncircnmcised  king  of  Damascns, 
showed  clearly  enoagh  that  the  last  link  of  brother- 
hood was  broken,  becanse  the  lasl  feeling  of  the  divine 
calling,  which  had  made  them  a  nation  of  brothers, 

;  gone.  The  more  plausible,  really  more  insane, 
desire  of  Ahaz  to  secure  the  favour  of  an  empiro  I 
which  was  the  common  euemy  of  all  nations,  that  ho  J 
might  get  rid  of  the  two  which  were  tormenting  him,  ' 
showed  that  faith  had  departed  from  Judah  also.  The  I 
idols  of  silver  and  gold  had  driven  God  ont  of  i 
heart,  and  made  the  worship  of  Him  a  mockery,- 

It  was  at  this  time  that  Isaiah's  child  was  bom.  ' 
He  rweived  it,  we  have  seen,  as  a  sign  and  wonder 
from  tho  Loi-d  of  Hosts.  It  was  a  sign  of  the  coming  ' 
^ill  of  8amaria  and  Damascns.  Before  the  child  had  ' 
knowtti-djftf  to  cry  '  My  father  and  mother,'  the  spoils  1 
nt  Iwth  would  be  taken  before  the  king  of  Assyria,,  I 
But  tlint  prospect,  however  cheering  it  might  hav»  I 
Impow  to  Ahui  if  he  had  believed  Isaiah,  would  only  f 
baTt>  oppvwwd  the  prophet  himself. 

Thp  destruction  of  a  part  of  the  covenant  peoplo^  i 
ewn  tho  destruction  of  any  nation,  was  to  him  an 
awful  event.     Had  this  been  all,  the  child  would  have 
been  an  omen  of  enl,  not  of  good.     But  something  ■ 
was  awakened  in  his  mind  by  the  sight  of  it,  and  bj 
all  the  o&ectioDS  and  sympathies   that  accompanied  ' 
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Pit,  which  hfted  him  to  a  higher  and  securer  gronnd  of 
confidence  for  the  land  and  for  himself.  Laws  and 
principloa  were  connected  with  that  relation  of  child 
and  father,  which  he  could  dimly  discern,  not  measure 
or  understand.  Truths  which  did  not  stand  aloof  from 
him,  which  were  associated  with  his  own  heing,  had  their 
root  and  ground  somewhere  eke.  A  ladder  which  was 
set  upon  earth  reached  to  Heaven,  and  it  was  one  upon 
which  the  angels  of  God  might  descend  and  ascend. 

The  prophet  had  need  of  this  new  strength  to  bear 
the  gloomy  visions  which  pressed  more  and  more  heavily 
upon  him,  of  a  people  hardly  bestead  and  hungry,  who 
would  fret  themselves  and  curse  their  king  and  God 
and  look  upward ;  of  a  people  who,  in  their  despair  of 
any  divine  help,  would  turn  to  wizards  that  peeped  and 
muttered, — "  of  a  people  who  would  then  look  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  behold  trouble  and  darkness,  and  dimness 
of  anguish,  and  who  should  be  driven  into  darkness." 
This  prostration  of  all  moral  strength  and  hope,  this 
utter  dreariness  of  spirit,  is  just  what  was  to  be  augured 
of  men  like  the  Israelites  of  the  north,  who  had  given 
themselves  up  to  vanities  and  delusions,  who  had 
believed  a  lie  and  worshipped  it.  And  why  should  the 
hypocritical  Judah  with  her  unbelieving  king  sink  into 
a  darkness  less  utter  ? 

"Nevertheless,"  says  the  prophet,  "the  dimness 
shall  not  be  such  as  was  in  her  vexation,  when  at  the 
first  he  lightly  afflicted  the  land  of  Zebnlun  and  the  land 
of  Kaphtali,  and  afterwards  did  more  grievously  afflict 
her  by  the  way  of  the  sea,  beyond  Jordan,  in  Galilee  of 
the  nations.  The  people  that  walked  in  darkness  have 
seen  a  great  light ;  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  upon  them  hath  the  light  shined.*' 


I 
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ZEBULUN  AND  NAPHTALL 

It  13  clearly  indicated  here  that  a  body  of  Israelites, 
who  in  other  comparatively  light  visitations  had  re- 

iuedKhut  out  from  the  privilege  of  their  countrymen, 
a  set  of  border-outcasts,  consigned  to  Heathenism, 
should  now  in  this  more  troublous  time,  when  the 
whole  people  seemed  likely  to  share  their  full  and  ex- 
clusion, receive  a  new  and  sudden  illumination.  The 
hoar  of  utter  dislocation  and  dissolution,  when,  in  the 
prophet's  language,  "  they  were  eating  every  one  the 
flesh  of  hia  own  arm,"  when  Manasseh  was  against 
Ephraim,  and  Ephraim  against  Manasseh,  and  both 
together  against  Judah ; — in  that  hour  would  there  be 
some  nnlooked-for  testimony  that  they  were  all  one 
people.  Some  light  from  Heaven  penetrating  the 
darkest  corners  of  the  land  would  show  that  it  was  still 
a  Holy  Land,  If  you  turn  to  the  thirtieth  chapter  of 
the  second  Boob  of  Chronicles,  you  will  see  that  be- 
tween the  invasion  of  Tiglath-Pileser  and  that  of 
Shalmaneser, — when  a  great  body  of  the  Israelites  had 
been  carried  captive  and  the  power  of  the  Assyrian 
Empire  had  been  fnlly  realised,  but  while  they  were 
still  dwelling  in  their  old  cities  and  allowed  to  claim 
Samaria  as  a  capital, — an  event  occurred  which  must 
have  seemed  utterly  strange  and  wonderful  to  all 
the  tribes,  but  especially  to  those  Zebulonites  and 
Naphtalites  in  whom  the  idea  of  a  covenant,  the  sense 
of  kindred  and  race,  had  so  nearly  perished. 

"  And  Hezekiah  sent  to  all  Israel  and  Jndah,  and 
wrote  letters  also  to  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  that  they 
should  come  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem,  to 
keep  the  passover  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  For 
the  king  had  taken  counsel,  and  hia  princes,  and  all  the 
con^iregation  in  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  passover  in  the 
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second  montli.  For  they  could  not  keep  it  at  that 
time  because  the  priests  had  not  sanctified  themselves 
sufficiently,  neither  had  the  people  gathered  them- 
selves tc^ther  to  Jerosalem.  And  the  thing  pleased 
the  king  and  all  the  congregation.  So  thev  established 
a  decree,  to  make  proclamation  throughout  all  Israel, 
from  Beer-sheba  even  to  Dan.  that  thev  should  come 
to  keep  the  passover  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  at 
Jerusalem :  for  they  had  not  done  it  of  a  long  time  in 
such  sort  as  it  was  written.  So  the  posts  went  with 
the  letters  from  the  king  and  his  princes  throughout 
all  Israel  and  Judah,  and  according  to  the  command- 
ment of  the  king,  saying.  Ye  children  of  Israel,  turn 
again  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel, 
and  He  will  return  to  the  remnant  of  vou,  that  are 
escaped  out  of  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  Assyria.  And 
be  not  ye  like  your  fathers,  and  like  your  brethren, 
which  trespassed  against  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers, 
who,  therefore,  gave  them  up  to  desolation,  as  ye  see. 
Now  be  ye  not  stiff-necked,  as  your  fathers  were,  but 
yield  yourselves  unto  the  Lord,  and  enter  into  His 
sanctuary,  which  He  hath  sanctified  for  ever:  and 
serve  the  Lord  your  God,  that  the  fierceness  of  His 
wrath  may  turn  away  from  you.  For  if  ye  turn  again 
unto  the  Lord,  your  brethren  and  your  children  shall 
find  compassion  before  them  that  lead  them  captive, 
so  that  they  shall  come  again  into  this  land :  for  the 
Lord  your  God  is  gracious  and  merciful,  and  wiU  not 
torn  away  His  face  from  you,  if  ye  return  unto  Him. 
So  the  posts  passed  from  city  to  city,  through  the 
country  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  even  unto  Zebulun  : 
but  they  laughed  them  to  scorn  and  mocked  them. 
Nevertheless  divers  of  Asher  and  Manasseh  and  of 
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Zebnlnn  hnmbled  themaelvea,  and  came  to  Jeruaalen».T 
AJbo  in  Judah,  the  liand  o£  God  was  to  give  them  one 
heart  to  do  the  commandment  of  the  king  and  of  the 
princes,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord.  And  there  assem- 
bled at  Jerosalem  mucb  people  to  keep  the  feast  of 
unleavened  bread  in  the  second  month,  a  very  great 
congregation.  And  they  arose,  and  took  away  the 
altars  that  were  in  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  altars  for 
incense  took  they  away,  and  cast  them  into  tho  brook 
Kidron.  Then  they  killed  the  passover  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  second  month  :  and  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  were  ashamed,  and  sanctified  themselves, 
and  brought  in  the  burnt- offerings  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  And  they  stood  in  their  place  after  their 
manner,  according  to  the  Law  of  Moses  the  man  of 
God :  the  priests  sprinkled  the  blood  which  they 
received  of  the  hand  of  the  Levites.  For  there  were 
many  in  the  congregation  that  were  not  sanctified; 
therefore  the  Levites  had  the  charge  of  the  killing  of 
the  pasBovers  for  every  one  that  was  not  clean,  to 
sanctify  them  unto  the  Lord.  For  a  multitude  of  the 
people,  even  naany  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  Issachar 
and  Zebulun,  had  not  cleansed  themselves,  yet  did 
they  eat  the  pasaover  otherwise  than  it  was  written. 
Bur  Hezekiah  prayed  for  them,  saying,  The  good  Lord 
pardon  every  one  that  prepareth  his  heart  to  seek  God, 
the  Lord  God  of  hia  fatbera,  though  he  be  not  cleansed 
according  to  the  purification  of  the  sanctuary.  And 
the  Lord  hearkened  to  Hezekiah,  and  healed  the 
people.  And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  present 
at  Jerasalem  kept  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven 
days  with  great  gladness :  and  the  Levites  and  the 
priests  praised  the  Lord  day  by  day,  singing  with  loud 


»■] 


THE   FACT  AND  PBOPHKOT   CONNECTED. 


instrnments  unto  tlie  Lord.  And  Hezekiah  spake 
comfortalDly  unto  all  the  Levitea  that  taught  the  good 
knowledge  of  the  Lord :  and  they  did  eat  throughout  the 
feast  seven  daysj  offering  p  eace- offer  in  gs,  and  making 
confession  to  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  And  the 
whole  assembly  took  cuunael  to  keep  other  seven  days, 
and  they  kept  other  seven  days  with  gladness.  For 
Hezekiah  king  of  Jndah  did  give  to  the  congregation  a 
thousand  bullocks  and  seven  thousand  sheep :  and  the 
princes  gave  to  the  congregation  a  thousand  bullocks 
and  ten  thousand  sheep;  and  a  great  number  of  priests 
sanctified  tliemselves.  And  all  the  congregation  of 
Judah,  with  tho  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the 
congregation  that  came  out  of  Israel,  and  the  strangers 
that  came  out  of  the  land  of  Israel,  and  that  dwelt  in 
Judah,  rejoiced.  So  there  was  great  joy  in  Jerusalem: 
for  since  the  time  of  Solomon,  the  sou  of  David,  king 
of  Israel,  there  was  not  the  like  in  Jerusalem." 

Ton  will  remark  the  many  curious  coincidences 
between  this  passage  and  the  one  which  is  before  ua, 
and  you  will  ask  yourselves,  whether  an  Israelite 
acquainted  with  the  words  of  Isaiah  could  possibly  fad 
to  connect  them  in  some  way  or  other  with  this 
memorable  act  of  Hezekiah. 

But  would  he  therefore  be  authorised  to  say  that 
the  next  clause  of  my  text  applies  to  Hezekiah, — "For 
unto  us  a  Child  is  born  j  unto  us  a  Son  is  given :  and 
the  government  shall  be  upon  His  shoulder  ?  " — Words 
follow  which  may  well  make  ua  tremble  at  such  an 
interpretation.  And  yet  with  the  facts  which  show 
that  in  the  days  of  this  prince  a  greater  calamity  was 
preparing  for  both  Samaria  and  Judah  thau  any  which 
had  ever  befallen  them,  and  that  just  then  there  was  to 
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be  this  invitfttion  of  all  the  tribes  to  a  union  which  they 
htt J  not  known  for  generations, — this  actual  acceptance 
of  it  by  souie, — this  divine  pledge  in  the  old  national 
feast  that  God  Himself  intended  it  for  them  all, — I 
Oimnot  think  that  we  are  justified  in  setting  aside  the- 
reference  to  Hezekiah  as  blasphemous,  till  we  have 
thoroughly  considered  what  Buchareference  could  imply. 
Tilt)  peouliarity  of  Hezekiah's  act  was  this.  He  did 
not,  like  Rehuboam,  Amaziah,  or  any  of  his  predecessors, 
seek  to  recover  the  ten  tribes  to  himself  as  part  of  his 
possession  and  appanage  because  he  was  the  heir  of 
Diivid.  He  did  not  treat  them  as  mere  revolters,  who, 
if  thtey  would  not  submit  to  him,  must  be  left  to- 
their  own  courses.  Nor  on  the  other  hand  did  he,  like 
Jeiioshaphat,  make  alhances  with  them  in  spite  of  their 
idolatry.  What  he  did  was  to  claim  one  and  all  of 
them  BS  children  of  God's  covenant;  aa  entitled  tO' 
a  share  in  the  feast  which  declared  that  they  were 
delivered  from  Pharaoh  and  brought  under  a  divine 
and  gracious  government.  All  past  grudges  and 
offences  were  forgotten.  The  civil  objection  that  they 
wore  once  in  rebellion,  and  had  become  corrnpted  in 
blood  by  long  adherence  to  rebellion,  was  oast  aside. 
The  religious  objection  that  the  worship  of  calves  and 
of  Baal  had  cut  them  off  from  their  ancient  rights,, 
thut  they  had  in  effect  made  themselves  beathenB,  was 
overcome  even  in  the  instances  where  the  proof  in 
favour  of  it  appeared  most  decisive  and  oTerwhclming. 
Bveu  the  divinely  ordained  formahtles  for  the  festival 
were  not  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way.  They  had  not 
cleansed  themselves.  'They  ate  otherwise  than  it  wh» 
written.'  Still  Hezekiah  prayed,  'the  good  Lord 
pardon  every  one.' 
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What  would  be  tlie  result  of  such  a  noble  unselfish 
policy  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  heeded  the  call  to 
the  passover, — ultimately  perhaps,  in  after  days  of 
humiliation  and  captivity,  on  the  minds  of  many  who 
mocked  at  it  ?  They  would  at  once  be  led  back, 
the  king  being  their  guide,  to  thoughts  of  another 
King  than  him,  of  One  who  at  whose  words  the  hosts 
of  the  oppressor  had  sunk  like  lead  in  the  mighty 
waters,  who  had  gone  Tnth  them  through  the  wilder- 
ness, who  had  claimed  them  as  a  people  of  inheritance 
to  Himself.  Conceive  a  race  sitting  in  great  darkness, 
not  less  idolatrous  than  the  people  among  whom  they 
dwelt,  but  with  a  vague  sense  of  being  separated  from 
them  by  some  peculiar  traditions  and  external  signs 
which  made  a  hearty  participation  in  their  idolatry 
impossible — a  people  which  had  the  lowest,  basest,  most 
frightful  notions  of  some  unseen  power  whom  they 
ought  if  possible  to  propitiate,  either  by  Phoeuician  rites 
or  by  some  half -remembered,  miserably  distorted,  forms 
which  their  fathers  had  taught  them, — conceive  such 
a  people  sunk  in  hopelessness,  sensuality,  slavery,  hear- 
ing the  message  that  the  God  of  their  fathers  was 
seeking  after  them,  was  inviting  them  to  join  with  all 
their  kinsmen  and  countrymen  in  praising  Him  as 
their  past  and  present  deliverer,  the  God  who  would 
remain  the  same,  though  the  earth  should  melt  and 
the  foundation  of  the  hills  should  be  dissolved.     It  is 

m 

difficult  to  find  any  language  sufficient  for  such  an 
occasion.  This  gospel  was  the  revelation  of  a  God  to 
this  poor  degraded  people  j  one  most  unlike  any  in 
whom  they  had  believed,  yet  not  a  new  God ;  the  very 
God  of  Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  very  one  of 
whom  their  consciences  testified  in  the  midst  of  their 
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«iice  between  themselves  and  the  calf-worshippers  of 
Samaria.  But  a  feast  to  which  they  came  simply 
because  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  had  called  them  to  it, 
as  Israelites;  casting  aside  their  local  prejudices  and 
distinctions,  will  have  unfolded  in  them  that  sense  of 
an  unseen  and  common  Deliverer,  which  would  enable 
them  to  eat  the  lamb,  first  indeed  with  the  bitter  herbs 
of  penitence  for  their  unbelief  and  separation,  but 
afterwards  with  united  blessing  and  thanksgiving. 

But  will  Isaiah  himself  have  been  tempted  to 
identify  the  child  that  was  given  to  the  land  with  the 
son  of  Ahaz  ?  I  apprehend  he  may  have  perceived  in 
him,  whilst  still  a  youth,  much  promise  of  after  good, 
^^igns  perhaps  of  sorrow  at  the  alliance  which  his  father 
was  making  with  Assyria,  and  dislike  to  the  new  altar 
and  the  degraded  worship  which  he  and  his  priest 
Urijah  were  introducing  into  Jerusalem.  Or  if  he  was 
*oo  young  and  too  humble  to  discover  this  disgust,  yet 
Isaiah  may  have  seen  in  him  tokens  of  a  sincere  and 
earnest  spirit,  a  determination  to  do  right  and  resist 
<:uch  temptations  as  a  young  prince  was  exposed  to,  a 
Vjve  for  his  country^s  history,  a  belief  in  the  glory  that 
~vas  destined  for  it.  These  would  be  warrants  for  hope. 
The  prophet  might  have  the  strongest  divine  assurance 
.hat  this  youth  was  destined  to  do  what  the  youth  for 
..horn  Yirgil  prayed  to  the  gods  of  his  country  was 
^ot  destined  to  do — 

Everso  taooarrera  hboIo. 

All  these  observations  and  indications  would  be  present 

i,o  the  prophet's  mind  when  he  meditated  apon  the 

present  and  future  condition  of  his  land.    His  heavenly 

eacher  woald  bring  them  before  him.     They  wonld 

v0  him  a  warrant  for  exclaiming,  "  Unto  as  a  child 
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mioA  wigti  feoip  «&«e  m  k^  floan  to  be  cmslied 
Btterif  bj  fafltB  ?  So,  far  As  origiiial  stoc^  of  royalty 
vae  not  D^rid  ;  Ae  natioB  did  not  detire  its  vitality 
Imm  Abnili&iii.  There  iraa  a  dirine  slock,  an  eternal 
■eed,  oDt  of  which  both  had  proceeded.  That  stock 
could  not  wear  out,  that  seed  could  neTer  become  less 
vital  or  geniiinant  than  it  had  been.  The  words 
"  Unto  uH  H  child  la  born ;  unto  us  a  Son  is  given," 
were  the  rapturous  tvpijua  of  the  prophet  when  this 
truth  Lad  drtwned  with  full  power  on  his  spirit.  But. 
that  Bpiril  at  oiico  confesses  that  the  truth  has  been 
given  ;  llm  ni'iiroh  inity  hiive  \w^n  long',  the  travail  hard, 
but  Uiid  wait  HimHolf  Imdii'i^  him  on  to  the  discovery. 
AikI  ivliftt  «  ili»i.i.tverj  I    Bou'.'nth  the  infinite  confusion 
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into  which  the  land  had  fallen  there  lay  a  principle  of 
unity  which  nothing  could  break  orf-destroy.  That  is 
our  cold,  hard,  unreal  phraseology.  Isaiah  could,  use 
words  that  were  true  and  living.  The  principle  is  a 
Person ;  the  centre  of  unity  is  a  Son ;  the  government 
is  on  His  shoulders ;  He  is  an  actual  King.  His  name 
is  Secret  or  Wonderful ;  the  eye  sees  Him  not ;  the 
heart  owns  Him  with  awe  and  confusion ;  He  is  the 
Counsellor,  the  source  of  Wisdom,  the  spring  of  all 
intuition  and  all  discourse ;  the  discerner  of  intents, 
the  guide  to  acts.  He  is, — it  must  be  spoken, — ^  He 
can  be,  noi^e  else  than  the  Mighty  God,  the  Creator  of 
Man ' — He  who  said.  Let  us  make  man  in  our  own 
image,  after  our  own  likeness.  He  it  is  who  imparts 
to  the  generations  of  men  that  fixedness  which  man 
owns  amidst  all  the  transitoriness  and  vicissitudes  that 
he  experiences.  He  is  the  Father  of  the  everlasting 
age.  And  lastly, — for  thus  we  end  where  we  began, — 
He  is  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  bond  of  that  fellowship 
which  all  the  wilfulness  of  kings  and  the  disorders  of 
tribes  could  not  sever. 

This  centre  of  unity  Isaiah  opposes  to  all  the  petty, 
paltry  confederacies  which  the  tribes  were  forming 
against  each  other.  They  would  all  be  broken  in 
pieces.  A  sweeping  whirlwind  would  carry  them  all 
away.  But  here  was  a  safe  resting-place  for  the  hopes 
of  all  true  Israehtes ;  here  was  a  certain  assurance  of 
revival  amidst  the  confusion  of  parties,  amidst  the 
utter  failure  of  human  leaders.  Not  some  great 
champion  suddenly  appearing  cheered  the  soul  of  the 
prophet.  Champions  were  gone.  Isaiah  had  seen 
every  staff  broken  upon  which  the  people  might  lean. 
The,  birth  of  a  child  in  weakness  into  an  unintelligiU" 
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distracted  world  was  the  symbol  of  triumph  ;  for  tliat 
showed  that  the  Son  of  God  was  Himself  come  down 
to  the  battle-field,  that  He  was  gathering  together  the 
hosts,  few  and  feeble  in  the  eyes  of  man,  which  were  to 
avenge  the  caase  of  Israel. 

When  I  say  the  Son  of  God,  I  do  not  mean  to  pro- 
nonnce  how  far  Isaiah  was  conscious  whether  the  title 
'  Son'  referred  to  a  human  or  a  divine  parentage.  The 
troth  had  dawned  upon  him  that  there  must  be  One 
intimately  related  to  God,  and  also  the  Lord  and  Prince 
of  His  nation.  One  who  bore  up  the  pillars  of  the  earth, 
thoQgh  those  who  were  called  the  children  of  the  Moat 
High  were  dealing  madly  and  were  to  die  like  men. 
It  required  fresh  sorrows,  fresh  revelations,  to  bring 
that  truth  into  perfect  clearness  in  his  mind,  to  show 
that  the  Son  of  God  must  in  the  fullest  sense  be  the 
Son  of  Man.  Wo  must  not  anticipate  the  gradual  un- 
folding of  so  mighty  a  conviction,  which  if  it  is  really 
to  dwell  in  every  heart,  mast  penetrate  all  its  other 
thoughts  and  beliefs,  and  subordinate  them  to  itself. 
Least  of  all,  must  we  complain  if  the  prophet  passes 
from  a  glorious  announcement  which  concerns  all  times, 
— ua  more  than  himself, — to  the  local  incidents  and 
troubles  that  were  affecting  his  own  generation,  H 
we  do  not  care  to  follow  him  when  he  denounces 
Samaritans,  who  say,  "  the  bricks  are  fallen  down,  but 
we  will  build  with  hewn  stones ;  the  sycamores  are 
fallen  down,  but  we  will  change  them  into  cedars  j  " — 
if  we  think  it  signifies  nothing  to  as  whether  or  not 
Manasseh  vexes  Ephraim  or  Ephraim  Manasseh ; — if 
we  would  pass  over  the  description  of  the  Assyrian 
hosts  and  the  exposition  of  the  divine  purpose  in 
sending  them  against  a  hypocritical  nation  j — if  we  see 
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no  force  or  comfort  in  the  declaration  that  the  tyrant 
of  the  earth  fancied  he  had  a  power  of  his  own  to  cut 
down  the  trees  of  Lebanon,  whereaa  he  was  hut  the 
axe  with  which  God  was  hewing  them; — if  we  pass 
by  all  these  utterances  that  we  may  dwell  on  some 
favoarite  passage  like  that  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking  to-day,  or  like  that  in  the  eleventh  chapter 
which  describes  the  lamb  and  the  lion  feeding  together, 
— we  shall,  I  fear,  lose  the  full  and  true  meaning  of 
the  sentences  which  we  have  chosen  for  our  exclusive, 
certainly  not  for  our  exaggerated,  admiration.  K 
we  adopt  the  headings  which  divines  or  printers  have 
affixed  to  our  chapters,  and  determine  that  such  and 
such  a  paragraph  denotes  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ,  we  may  extract  from  them  a  kind 
of  meaning,*— we  shall  extract  the  indication  of  aa 
excellent  meaning ; — hut  I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  go 
away  with  a  very  loose  notion  of  this  kingdom,  of  what 
makes  its  state  weak  or  flourishing,  of  the  relation 
in  which  our  own  times  or  our  own  selves  stand  to 
it.  Whereas,  if  we  had  allowed  the  prophet  to  teach 
us  how  he  had  acquired  his  lore  respecting  a  divine 
King  and  a  divine  kingdom,  I  believe  we  should  under- 
stand infinitely  better  in  what  way  his  prophecies 
relate  to  after  periods  in  the  life  of  the  Church  and  of 
the  world,  and  how  it  has  pleased  God  to  educate  one 
and  another  into  the  knowledge  of  Himself. 

If  you  consider  the  application  which  St.  Matthew 
makes  of  the  words,  "  The  people  which  sat  in  darkness 
have  seen  a  great  light,  and  to  them  who  sat  in  the 
region  and  shadow  of  death,  light  is  sprung  up,"  you 
will  find  how  much  the  thoughts  in  Isaiah's  mind  re- 
specting the  divisions  of  his  land  and  the  heathenism 
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of  a  groat  part  of  it,  help  to  explain  our  Lord'a 
teaching  and  work,  as  well  as  to  unfold  the  mystery  o: 
His  person.  Ho  went  into  the  further  coasts  of  I 
Zehiilun  and  Naphtali,  to  that  Galilee  of  the  Nations  • 
oE  which  Isaiah  had  spoken;  bo,  says  St.  Matthew,  Iiia 
words  wore  fulfilled.  Just  aa  the  summons  to  the 
Passover  taught  the  ontcaats  in  these  regions,  seven 
hundred  years  hefore,  that  they  were  the  children  of 
the  divine  covenant,  for  whom  the  unseen  Ruler  of  the 
land  cared;  so  did  the  appearance  of  Jesns  among 
them,  and  Hik  words  and  acta  of  love,  break  down  the 
barriers  which  the  Pharisee  had  raised  between  them 
and  Himself,  and  claim  all  Galileans  and  SamaritanB, 
publicans  and  harlots,  for  members  of  a  flock  which  the 
chief  Shepherd  loved,  and  the  poorest  sheep  of  which 
He  would  go  into  the  wilderness  to  seek  and  to  fetch 
home.  The  voice  which  spoke  to  them  waa  mighty 
because  the  heart  and  conscience  confessed  that  it  wag  ' 
a  divine  voice.  The  light  which  shined  upon  the  ' 
people  of  Zobulun  and  Naphtali,  haJf  heathen  now  as 
in  the  days  of  old,  was  that  light  which  lightens  every 
man  who  comes  into  the  world.  It  was  the  light 
which  Pharisees  and  Scribes  must  own  if  they  would 
not  sink  into  deepest  darkness,  and  which,  if  they  did 
■own  it,  would  show  them  that  every  publican  and 
sinner  was  their  brother. 

And  if  we,  brethren,  would  know  who  Christ  ia, 
and  what  He  was  come  into  the  world  to  do,  we  musb 
feel  strifes  which  rend  asunder  the  Church  Universal, 
our  own  nation,  every  family,  every  man  in  it,  as  Isaiah 
felt  those  which  tore  Ephraim  from  Manaaseh  and  set 
them  both  against  Jadah.  We  are  not  to  learn, — ■ 
-we  caoDot  learn, — who  He  ia  from  books,  however 
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precious  they  may  be, — not  even  from  the  book  which 
contains  the  Revelation  of  Him, — unless  we  are  con- 
tent that  God  should  reveal  Him  to  us  as  He  did  to 
His  chosen  servants  and  teachers.  And  thus  this 
blessed  revelation  may  come  to  you.  Look  round 
upon  Christendom.  Look  into  the  darkest,  as  well 
as  into  what  are  called  the  brightest,  corners  of  it.  See 
idolatry  here;  pride  and  exclusiveness  there.  See  men 
disputing,  reviling,  slandering,  on  all  sides  of  you, 
about  the  faith  that  has  been  delivered  to  them.  See, 
while  these  things  are  going  on  among  those  who 
boast  that  they  have  the  doctrine  which  can  renew 
the  world,  what  utter  heathenism,  brutality,  atheism 
is  reigning  among  the  masses  who  are  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  God^s  covenant.  Do  not  trust  to  your  own 
observation  of  these  facts.  Take  with  you  the  most 
scoffing  infidel  you  can  find  to  show  them  to  you,  to 
force  them  upon  your  notice,  to  draw  his  natural 
inferences  from  them.  Let  him  point  out  to  you  the 
different  plans  of  comprehension  and  reconciliation 
which  wise  and  religious  men  have  devised,  and  tell 
you,  with  infinite  ridicule,  how  they  have  all  come  to 
nought.  Let  him  show  you  how,  in  fact,  each  of  these 
plans  of  compromise  is  really  a  confederacy  among 
certain  sections  of  the  church,  for  the  destruction  of 
some  other.  Acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  boast  that 
each  school  and  church  is  glad  of  help  from  statesmen 
whom  theyall  denounce  as  oppressors, yes, from  the  most 
absolute,  godless  tyrannies,  to  accomplish  their  own 
ends.  Nay,  stop  not  yet.  Go  into  some  smaller  circle  of 
persons  separating  themselves  from  others,  and  making 
the  establishment  of  peace  and  unity  among  men  their 
watchwords.     Mark  the  jealousies,  strifes,  heart-bum- 
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ings  among  them.  Oh,  yet  once  morn  !  See  tliem  in  1 
your  own  heart;  those  lusts  that  war  in  your  memberfrl 
— they  cause  all  the  wars  and  tumults  without. 

And  thou  ask  yourself  whether  yon  can  meditatel 
on  such  a  world  as  this,  whether  you  can  explain  how  f 
Bociefcy  has  been  possible  in  it,  how  famiUes,  nations,  I 
churches   can  have  existed  in  it,  how  thei 
order    and    fellowship    amidst    so    much    hatred   an3 
anarchy, — unless  there  were  a  centre  of  unity,  a  divine 
source  of  life  and  regeneration  such  as  Isaiah  confessed 
when  he  cried  "  Unto  us  a  Son  is  given  :   and  the  ] 
government   is   on   His   shoulder;   and   His   name  i»l 
"Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  Mighty  God,  The  Everlaat-  I 
ing  Father,  The  Prince  of  Peace,"     I  know  that  there  I 
is  a  conscience  and  reason  within  us  which  say,  '  Sacb  1 
a  One  there  miist  he.'    And,  oh  !  are  we  to  refuse  to  1 
believe,  because  the  Bible  has  said  it,  because  the  creeds  1 
of  Christendom  have  said  it,  because  myriads  of  au£-  I 
fering   men   and  women  in   all  corners  of   the  eartk  i 
have  said  it,  '  Such  a  One  there  is'?     Do  you  desire  J 
some  new  king  or  prophet  to  arise  or  tell  you  a  truth  f 
which  you  never  heard  before  7     Kings  and  prophets 
WB  shall  have  if  we  need  them;  but  they  can  only 
repeat  the  old  lesson ;  they  can  only  say,  '  He  is  come, 
and  nnto  Him  the  gathering  of  the  people  shall  be 
They  can  but  do  what  each  one  of  us  in  his  own  plac 
and  vocation  may  do  now ; — proclaim  that  the  great  I 
Christian  passover  is  prepared ;  that  men  of  all  habits,  I 
opinions,  races,  are  invited  to  sit  down  at  it;  that  th©l 
poor,  the  halt,  the  blind  will  be  welcomed  by  Him  wh*l 
lived  with  them  and  died  for  them;  that  upon  them.  I 
who  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death  a  Light  I 
has  risen  which  no  powers  in  earth  or  hell  can  quench,  I 
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THE  PROUD  CITY  DOOMED. 

(LineoWs  Irm,  5th  Sunday  in  Lent.— March  29, 1862.) 

The  burden  of  Babylon,  which  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  did  see.— 

Isaiah  ziii.  1. 

In  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  Second  Book  of 
Kings,  we  find  these  words  :  ^^  In  the  twelfth  year  of 
Ahaz  king  of  Judah  began  Hoshea  the  son  of  Elah  to 
reign  in  Samaria  over  Israel  nine  years.  And  he  did 
that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but  not 
as  the  kings  of  Israel  which  were  before  him.  Against 
him  came  up  Shalmaneser  king  of  Assyria;  and  Hoshea 
became  his  servant,  and  gave  him  presents.  And  the 
king  of  Assyria  found  conspiracy  in  Hoshea :  for  he 
tad  sent  messengers  to  So  king  of  Egypt,  and  brought 
no  present  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  as  he  had  done  year 
by  year :  therefore  the  king  of  Assyria  shut  him  up, 
and  bound  him  in  prison.  Then  the  king  of  Assyria 
came  up  throughout  all  the  land  and  went  up  to 
Samaria,  and  besieged  it  three  years.  In  the  ninth  year 
of  Hoshea  the  king  of  Assyria  took  Samaria,  and  carried 
Israel  away  into  Assyria,  and  placed  them  in  Halah 
and  in  Habor,  by  the  river  of  Gozan,  and  in  the  cities 
of  the  Medes.^'  Then  follows  a  long  enumeration  of 
the  sins  which  had  brought  this  divine  visitation 
upon  the  ten  tribes,  ending  with  the  words,  *'  So  was 
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Israel  carried  away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assy] 
unto  this  day," 

When  we  speak  of  two  great  captivities  we  allude  ti 
the  one  which  ia  spoken  of  here,  and  to  the  one  whicJ 
took  place  after  Nebuchadnezzar  bad  plundered  Jem-  ■ 
satem  and  destroyed  the  temple.  But  no  one  can  read 
the  history  attentively  without  perceiving  indications 
of  a  series  of  captivities.  I  alluded  in  a  former  lecture 
to  those  of  which  Joel  speaks,  captivities  that  had 
already  taken  place  in  his  time,  not  into  Assyria,  but 
into  the  Isles  of  Greece  in  Piiceaician  ships.  These, 
as  I  remarked,  are  to  be  separated  from  all  that  follow. 
Joel  looks  forward  to  a  great  judgment  upon  the 
Tyrians  and  Sidonians  who  had  been  Doncerned  in 
them, — a  judgment  to  be  broughtabout  by  the  agency 
of  some  power,  which  was  not  discernible  by  hia  eyes. 
When  kings  of  Assyria  appeared  in  the  land,  it  became 
clear  to  every  divinely  instructed  observer,  how  the 
prediction  of  Joel,  as  well  as  that  with  which  the  book 
of  Amos  opens,  would  be  verified.  This  prophet  said 
that  the  three  and  four  sins  of  Tyre  and  Damascus,  of 
Moab  and  Samaria,  were  bringing  on  their  appointed 
punishment.  He  saw  also  in  what  manner  thia 
punishment  would  be  executed.  There  might  be  a 
temporary  imposition  of  tribute,  which  the  kings  of 
the  nations  would  pay  as  long  as  they  were  under  the 
fear  of  an  immediate  invasion;  which  they  would 
withhold  whenever  they  had  confidence  in  their  own 
strength,  or  were  encouraged  by  the  promises  of  any 
powerful  neighbour.  But,  ultimately  the  rule  of  ancient 
oriental  conquest  would  be  enforced ;  the  people  would 
be  carried  away  in  smaller  or  greater  portions  into  the 
land  of  the  victors,  and  be  reduced  to  slavery  there. 
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Accordingly  I  read  to  you  three  Sundays  ago,  in  the 
2  Kings  XV.  29,  an  account  of  a  captivity  in  the  days 
of  Pekah,  king  of  Israel,  one  which  we  are  told  affected 
Gilead  and  Galilee  and  all  the  land  of  Naphtali. 
The  more  complete  captivity  of  Damascus,  which  took 
place  at  the  same  time,  is  recorded  in  the  ninth  verse 
of  the  sixteenth  chapter.  The  one  under  Shalmaneser 
was  therefore  merely  the  pursuance  of  a  policy  which 
had  been  already  commenced.  There  was  an  interval 
during  which  the  Israelites  could  still  reckon  them- 
selves a  nation,  though  a  tributary  one ;  but  the  sen- 
tence was  hanging  over  them ;  it  might  be  completely 
executed  at  any  time. 

This  succession  of  events  gives  great  force  and 
reality  to  those  often-repeated  words  of  Isaiah,  "  For 
all  this  His  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  His  hand  is 
stretched  out  still.^^  The  captivity  under  Tiglath- 
Pileser  may  have  easily  seemed  to  the  people  of  Israel 
the  fulfilment  of  all  the  threatenings  which  their 
prophets  had  pronounced  against  thenii.  With  their 
view  of  the  character  of  God,  they  would  naturally 
think  the  loss  of  a  few  cities  and  a  portion  of  their 
people  a  sufficient  satisfaction  of  His  wrath  for  their 
transgressions.  Looking  at  moral  evil,  not  as  de- 
structive in  itself,  as  that  which  makes  men^s  lives 
wretched  and  the  earth  barren,  they  inquired, — not 
what  methods  He  would  take  to  deliver  men  and  the 
earth  from  it, — but  what  amount  of  physical  evil  He 
might  inflict  as  a  compensation  for  the  injuries  which 
He  had  received.  They  did  not  therefore  turn  to  Him 
that  smote  them.  There  was  no  earnest  reformation. 
They  sought  help  from  Egypt ;  they  talked  of  replacing 
buildings  of  brick  with  buildings  of  stone,  houses  of 
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sycamore  with  hooses  of  cedar.  The  prophet  ! 
need  to  tell  them  that  the  punishment  was  n 
since  the  work  for  which  it  was  sent  was  not  accom- 
plishecl.  A  righteous  Being  seeks  to  set  righteousness 
on  the  earth.  If  men  will  hear  His  voice  and  submit 
to  he  made  righteous,  He  has  no  pleasure  in  destroying 
them.  But  by  all  meaua,  the  earth  must  be  purged  of 
its  tormentors ;  the  proud,  the  careless,  the  oppressors 
must  be  made  to  humble  themselves,  to  understand 
that  life  is  not  a  play,  to  know  that  their  words  and 
their  deeds  are  not  their  own,  that  men  are  not  their 
property,  that  they  cannot  do  what  they  like.  There- 
fore, if  Tig  lath -Pileser  went  honie  and  came  no  more, 
another  would  come  instead  of  him.  When  Shalmaneser 
had  done  all  that  he  had  to  do  with  Samaria,  there 
would  still  be  a  Sennacherib  to  invade  Judah.  Nay, 
if  their  race  failed,  there  would  be  another  race.  If 
the  scourge  was  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  the  king 
of  Assyria,  it  would  be  transferred  to  other  hands  not 
leas  terrible. 

Would  this  scourge  destroy  the  life  of  the  Jewish 
nation  ?  This  was  the  awful  question  which  presented 
itself  to  the  minds  of  the  prophets  when  they  saw  one 
and  another  limb  of  this  nation  lopped  off,  when  they 
foresaw  that  a  great  numerical  majority  of  the  tribes 
would  bo  carried  away.  We  have  heard  how  Isaiah 
was  enabled  to  face  this  question.  His  eyes  were 
opened  to  see  whence  the  permanence  of  the  race  was 
derived,  how  great  critical  momenta  of  its  life  discovered 
Him  who  was  everlastingly  present  with  it.  The  child 
born  in  hours  of  trouble  and  rebuke,  had  borne  witness 
to  him  of  the  continuance  of  the  rega!  family  as  well 
as  of  the  people  of  God's  covenant,  when  the  rage 
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of  tteir  enemies,  as  well  as  their  own  faithlessness, 
were  threatening  them  with  certain  deatruction.  Nor 
was  this  all.  In  the  miserable  heartless  reign  of  Ahaz, 
the  vision  had  been  presented  to  him  o£  a  "  Rod  coming 

I   out   of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  which  should  stand  for  an 

t  ensign  of  the  people.  To  it  should  the  Gentiles  seek  ; 
md  his  rest  should  be  glorious."  The  immediate  fruits 
which  Isaiah  saw  coming  out  of  this  root  might  have 

I  appeared  in  the  days  of  any  patriotic  and  prosperoaa 
prince,  and  did  actually  appear  in  the  latter  days  of 
Hezekiah.     No  doubt  at  that  time  '  a  remnant  of  the 

'  people  which  were  left,'  were  drawn  back  by  the  som- 
mons  of  the  king  and  by  his  influence  with  the  sur- 
rounding kings,  '  from  Assyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and 
from  Pathros,  and  from  Cush,  and  from  Elam,  and  from 
Shinar,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from  the  Islands  of  the 
Sea.'  Suchwordado  not  necessarily  indicate  more  than 
the  recovery  of  a  multitude  of  Jewish  slaves  out  of 
the  hondage  into  which  they  had  been  brought  by  the 
neighbouring  people ;  Assyria,  which  had  in  the  mean 
time  been  weakened  by  internal  revolutions,  being  just 
as  likely  to  give  op  a  portion  of  her  booty  as  any  of 
those  whom  she  had  herself  crashed  and  made  feeble. 
No  doubt  Hezekiah  might  become,  and  did  actually 
become,  '  an  ensign  to  the  nations,'  just  as  Solomon  had 
heen  before  him,  one  to  whom  they  brought  presents, 
whose  alliance  they  sought,  whose  elevation  oat  of  a 
deep  calamity  was  a  proof  that  some  mighty  God  was 
with  him.  No  douht '  Ephraim  did  not  in  those  days 
envy  Judah  or  Judah  vex  Ephraim,'  as  they  had  done 
before  through  so  many  ages.  There  was  a  feeling  of  a 
beniguant  native  ruler  who  cared  for  all  the  people  of 

,   God  alike.     He  must  have  been  the  one  powerful  king 
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wlio  was  left  m  tliat  whole  regioc;  so  that  'the  Philis- 
tines and  Edom  and  Moab  and  the  children  of  Ammon' 
would  naturally  '  obey  him.'  Egypt  would  be  no  naoi'S 
a  dangerous  neighbour  to  such  a  prince;  it  would 
respect  him  as  it  had  done  his  great  predeceaaor;  men 
might  'go  dry  shod'  over  the  river  which  had  once  been 
beset  by  hostile  annaments.  And  though  there  might 
be  still  niultitudea  of  Jews  left  in  the  cities  of  Assyria, 
there  would  be  '  a  highway  open  to  them,'  a  preparation 
for  them  to  come  back  into  their  land,  if  their  own 
an  willingness,  or  the  death  of  the  king  and  the  reign 
of  some  evil  successor,  did  not  hinder  it. 

But  though  we  need  not  seek  in  any  more  distant 
days  than  those  of  Hezekiah,  for  a  very  satisfactory 
fulfilment  of  these  predictions  (and  let  it  never  be  foi 
gotten  that  what  may  seem  to  us,  when  we  look  back 
over  three  thousand  years,  an  exaggerated  description 
of  deliverance  and  restoration,  must  have  seemed 
inadequate  and  almost  cold  to  those  who  experienced 
the  blessing), — though  Hezekiah  was  a  rod  out  of  the 
stem  of  Jesse,  and  though  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did  rest 
opon  him,  '  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  understanding, 
the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the  spirit  of  knowledge 
and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  though  he  did  judge  the 
poor  with  righteousness  and  reprove  with  equity  for 
the  mefk  of  the  earth,' — though  the  peacefulness  and 
order  of  his  last  years  might  faithfully  carry  out  the 
symbols  of  the  wolf  and  the  lamh  lying  down  together, 
— yet  it  was  no  less  impossible  for  the  prophet  to  think 
chiefly  of  Hezekiah  when  he  was  uttering  these  words, 
ihan  it  would  have  been  for  him  to  fancy  that  he  was 
the  King  whom  he  saw  sitting  on  the  throne,  and  his 
train  filling  the  temple  in  the  year  that  Uzziah  died. 
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The  more  he  saw  of  what  corresponded  to  this  descrip- 
tion in  the  actual  monarch,  the  more  would  his  thoughts 
be  drawn  to  the  One  in  whose  name  and  in  whose 
might  he  was  reigning,  to  Him  from  whom  the  Spirit 
<5ame  by  which  he  was  quickened.  Hezekiah  he  could 
but  look  upon  as  exhibiting  some  few  rays  of  His  splen- 
dour, the  feeble  image  of  His  righteous  government. 
The  Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
upon  whom  that  government  rested,  was  the  upholder  of 
the  Jewish  people.  Apart  from  Him  it  was  merely  the 
miserable  heap  of  fragments  which  we  so  often  suppose 
must  be  carried  away  before  the  Assyrian  whirlwind. 

There  was,  however,  this  great  blessing  which  came 
to  Isaiah  from  his  being  able  to  connect  the  divine 
King  with  an  actual  man.  The  belief  that  a  Man  must 
■embody  and  present  the  Godhead,  that  only  in  a  man 
could  its  blessedness  and  glory  appear, — that  belief 
which  we  saw  slowly  developing  itself  in  the  prophet^s 
mind, — acquired  a  force  and  vividness  from  his  hope 
of  Hezekiah^s  government  and  from  his  actual  expe- 
rience of  it,  which  we  may  say,  without  rashness  or 
profaneness,  would  have  been  otherwise  wanting  in  him. 
In  using  that  language,  I  am  only  affirming  that  any 
method  but  the  one  which  we  know  the  Divine  Wisdom 
has  adopted  for  conveying  a  truth  to  a  man^s  spirit 
must  be  an  imperfect  method.  Hezekiah^s  existence 
was  necessary  to  the  instruction  of  Isaiah,  and  through 
him  of  all  generations  to  come.  Perhaps  we  may  find 
that  Shalmaneser  and  Sennacherib  were  scarcely  less 
necessary. 

Apparently  the  prophet  passes  in  our  chapter  to  an 
entirely  new  subject.  The  Assyrian,  of  whom  he  had 
spoken  so  much  before,  and  of  whom  he  speaks  so  often 
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again,  seems  to  be  forgotten.   He  opens  with  thebnrden 
of  Babylon.      He  goes  on  to  the  burden  of  Damascus, 
the  burden  of  Moab,  the  burden  of  Egypt,  the  burden 
of  the  Valley  of  Vision,  the  burden  of  Tyre.    The  occur- 
rence of  the  word  '  Babylon '   led  commentators   < 
the  last  age  to  conclude  that  he  must  mean  to  foretett  J 
the  downfall  of  that  kingdom,  which  took  place  in  the  J 
reign  of  Belshazzar.    Some  of  the  bolder  critics  of  oni^  J 
own  time, — finding  great  difficulties  in  an  interpretation^ 
which  breaks  the  harmony  of  the  prophet's  visions,  and  I 
destroys  their  application  to  the  people  among  whom  I 
8  dwelling  and  whom  he  was  sent  to  warn, — have  J 
decreed  that  all  these  passages,  together  with  all  the  J 
chapters  after  the  fortieth,  must   have  been  written  I 
subsequently  to  the  Chaldean  captivity,  probably  in  I 
the  age  of  Ezra,  and  that  they  have  been  mixed  witl 
the  genuine  discoarses  of  Isaiah  by  a  compiler,     I  d 
not  wonder  that  this  theory  should  have  startled  andV 
shocked  readers  who  have  been  wont  to  regard  thsl 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  chapters  (to  say  nothing  of  I 
the  fortieth  and  the  fifty-third)  as  containing  the  very  f 
inmost  spirit  of  the  Esaian  prophecies.     Still,  the  mere  | 
sentimental  feeling  which  attaches  a  particular  passage 
to  a  particular  name  will  be  readily  sacrificed  by  t 
lover  of  truth.     The  more  firmly  we  believe  the  Bible  .1 
to  be  from  God,  the  less  serious  will  that  sacrifice  s 
to  us.     We  shall  hear  God's  voice  speaking  to  us  by  I 
whatever  appellation  we  denote  him  who  is  the  instra* 
ment  of  the  communication.     It  is,  however,  a  grave  ] 
question  whether  we  ought  to   abandon  a  venerable  I 
tradition  which  has  connected  itself  with  the  feelings  | 
of  Jews  and  Christians  for  generations,  not  becausfr  I 
there  is  any  decisive  external  proof  that  it  isuntenablejj 
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but  merelj  in  order  to  escape  from  el  difficulty  which 
perhaps  we  have  created,  for  ourselves.  That  it  is  a 
difficulty  I  at  once  acknowledge.  Not  only  the  coherency 
of  the  prophet's  discourse  is  lost,  if  we  feel  that  we  are 
reading  in  one  paragraph  of  an  event  soon  to  occur, 
and  in  the  next  of  one  which  would  not  happen  for 
two  hundred  years,  and  which  has  no  internal  con- 
nection with  it, — not  only  are  we  unable  to  understand 
how  such  a  prophecy  could  contain  any  lesson  for  the 
contemporaries  of  Isaiah, — but  we  are  forced  to  outrage 
the  letter  and  to  misrepresent  the  character  of  the  very 
discoorsea  which  we  seek  to  preserve.  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  read  attentively  the 
brilliant  description  of  a  conqueror  or  destroyer'of 
boundaries  in  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  to 
think  of  it  as  applying  to  such  a  mere  voluptuary 
as  Belshazzar  is  represented  to  be  in  the  book  of 
Daniel.  The  description  is  doubtless  more  applicable 
to  Nebuchadnezzar;  yet  Jeremiah  never  speaks  of  him 
without  some  respectful  epithet  (such  as  '  the  servant 
of  the  Lord  '),  and  his  government,  as  the  prophet  of 
the  captivity  represents  it,  stands  out  in  advantageouB 
contrast  to  that  of  all  his  predecessors  and  followers. 
Moreover,  there  was  no  destruction  of  Babylon  in  hia 
day;  it  was  the  time  of  its  highest  glory.  On  the  other 
hand  there  is  the  very  closest  resemblance  between  the 
picture  of  a  Babylonian  monarch  which  is  drawn  in 
this  chapter,  and  the  language  respecting  the  Assyrian 
which  was  used  in  the  tenth,  and  with  that  which  ia 
applied  directly  to  Sennacherib  in  the  thirty- eighth. 
These  remarks  raay  lead  us  to  inquire  whether  it  may 
not  be  a  safer  course  to  reconsider  our  own  theories  of 
the  divine  book,  before  we  unsettle  ita  order  that  we 
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may  malce  it  accord  with  them,      Babylon,  it  i 
mitted,  was  a  powerful  city  dependent  at  this  time  on 
the  Assyrian  Empire.     It  may  have  been  regarded  as 
the  sacred  city  of  the  Empire,  even  whUe  Nineveh  or 
any  other  place  was  the  capital  of  it ;  ]nst  in  the  same    i 
way  as  the    glory  of    Mecca  was    not    diminished  in    i 
Mahometan  eyes  by  the  residence  of   the  caliphs  in 
Bagdadj  and  has  scarcely  suffered  from,  the  reputation  j 
of  any  later  metropolis  of  the  sultana.     TJiere  ia  some-    | 
thing  in  Isaiah's  language  which  would  favour  such  an  1 
hypothesis  as  this,  for  he  speaks  of  Babylon  as  i 
the  seat  of  the  graven  images  of  the  gods,  of  the  goda 
falling  when  the  city  falls.     But  without  resorting  to   I 
any  conjecture,  we  know  positively  what  image  the 
name  Babylon  must  have  called  up  to  a  Jewish  seep 
who  meditated  on  the  divine  word  by  day  and  r 
Long  before  he  had  the  least  reason  to  connect  that 
particular    eity  with    the   punishment  o£    the  Jewish 
tribes,  long  after  its  importance  had  disappeared  and  ia 
had  given  place  to  capitals  which  were  mud  villages 
or  fishermen's  huts  when  chariots  were  passing  over  its 
walls,  the  name  still  continued  in  permanent  associa- 
tion with  the  experiment  of  building  a  tower  whose  top 
should  reach  to  heaven,  that  the  sons  of  Noah  might 
not  be  scattered  abroad  upon  the  earth,  as  God  had   i 
purposed  that  they  should,  according  to  their  tribes,  in    i 
their  families,  in  their  nations  j  and  in  association  s 
with  the  dynasty  which  was  set  up  by  Nimrod  the 
great  hunter  before  the  Lord.    In  other  words.  Babel  or 
Babylon  represented  to  the  prophets  the  attempt    to 
establish  a  universal  society  without  respect  to  tribes,    , 
nritions,  families, — not  upon  the    acknowledgment  i 
divine  care  and  protection,  but  upon  the  ackuowledg-   , 
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ment  of  a  mere  power  in  nature  against  which  men  must 
"try  to  measure  their  own.  It  pointed  to  the  actual  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  power,  not  on  a  scale  commensurate 
with  the  original  design,  but  on  the  same  principle,  the  , 
:great  hunter  or  tyrant  confessing  no  landmarks,  owning  \ 
no  responsibilities,  believing  that  the  earth  was  intended 
for  his  possession,  that  the  gods  were  sovereigns  raised 
Above  all  law  and  obligation,  that  the  human  sovereigns 
were  most  like  them  when  they  could  most  cast  such 
fetters  aside.  In  lecturing  on  the  Old  Testament,  I 
lave  been  obliged  again  and  again  to  remind  you  of  the 
•existence  of  such  a  power,  of  its  first  appearance  in  the 
world,  of  the  way  in  which  the  order  and  history  of  the 
Jewish  nation  were  made,  from  age  to  age,  silently  to 
testify  against  it.  What  I  wish  you  to  observe  now  is 
that  the  critical  moment  had  arrived,  when  the  testi- 
mony could  not  any  longer  be  a  silent  one.  The 
prophets  could  not  in  the  least  have  understood  what 
was  about  to  happen  in  their  land,  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  conflict  in  which  it  was  to  engage,^ 
they  would  have  been  completely  crushed  at  once  by 
the  confused  aspects  of  it,  and  by  the  almost  inevit- 
able issue  of  it, — if  they  had  not  been  led  into  a  much 
-deeper  apprehension  than  their  fathers  ever  possessed, 
of  the  position  which  they  occupied,  of  the  work  which 
they  had  to  do,  of  their  influence  upon  all  the  after 
destinies  of  mankind.  And  for  this  end,  it  was  quite 
necessary  that  they  should  have  a  name  by  which  to 
•denote  the  power  which  was  coming  against  them,  a 
name  significant  of  its  continuous  nature,  a  name  which 
should  have  associations  with  the  present  as  well  as 
T^ith  the  past,  a  name  suggesting  features  which  they 
«hould  have  to  look  upon  with  their  own  eyes,  and  the 
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description  of  which  might  be  an  heirloom  to  their 
descendaats,  enabling  them  to  trace  the  same  in  a 
succession  of  men  and  of  dynasties. 

Isaiah's  prediction,  I  think,  exactly  fulfils  these  con- 
ditiona.  "Babylon  is  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the  beanty 
of  the  Chaldees'  excellency.  Bat  her  time  ia  near  to 
come,  her  days  shall  not  be  prolonged.  The  Medes  have 
been  stirred  op  against  her ;  their  bows  shall  dash  the 
young  men  to  pieces,  they  shall  have  no  pity  on  the 
fruit  of  the  womb,  their  eye  shall  not  spare  children," 
That  this  ia  the  description  of  an  event  about  to  befaU 
the  actual  Babylon, — then  a  leading  city  of  the  Assyrian 
Empire, — I  cannot  doubt.  The  Medes  would  be  the 
tribe  to  make  snch  an  invasion.  They  were  notorionsly 
the  power  which  threatened  Assyria  at  this  time,  which 
robbed  it  of  some  of  its  provinces,  which  finally  over- 
threw it.  They  are  described  as  a  mountain  tribe  care- 
less of  silver  and  gold,  very  unlike  what  they  were  in 
the  days  of  Cyras.  I  apprehend  that  the  attack  made 
npon  Babylon  while  Sennacherib  was  invading  Syria, 
Ethiopia,  and  Egypt,  may  have  been  as  fierce  as  Isaiah 
represents  this, — destructive  of  temples  and  gods,— 
ominous  of  one  which  should  be  like  the  overthrow  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  The  words,  "It  shall  never  be 
inhabited,  neither  shall  it  be  dwelt  in  from  generation 
to  generation,  neither  shall  the  Arabian  pitch  his  tent 
there,  neither  shall  the  shepherds  make  their  fold  there  j 
but  wild  beasts  of  the  desert  shall  lie  there,  and  their 
houses  shall  be  full  of  doleful  creatures,  and  owls  shall 
dwell  there,  and  satyrs  shall  dance  there,"  may  refer  to 
the  desolation  which  Assyrian  and  Chaldean  travellers 
witness  in  our  day.  They  cannot  have  the  least  applica- 
tiuu  to  the  state  of  things  under  the  Medo-Persic  rule] 
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for  during  that  Babylon  cootinaed  to  be  a  conapicaons 
city,  a  Bummer  resideuce  for  tlie  kinga. 

But  they  must  refer  to  more  than  the  destroction  of 
a  certain  Chaldean  city  then  or  afterwards.  How  can  we 
limit  them  to  it  when  I  find  such  words  as  these,  "  I 
will  punish  the  world  for  its  evil  and  the  wicked  for 
their  iniquity.  I  will  cause  the  arrogancy  of  the  prond 
to  cease,  and  will  lay  low  the  haughtiness  of  the  terrible. 
I  will  make  a  man  more  precious  than  fine  gold,  even  a 
man  than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir,  Therefore  I  will 
shake  the  Heavens,  and  the  earth  shall  remove  out  of 
her  place,  in  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  and  in  the 
day  of  his  fierce  anger."  I  want  to  know  why  the  first 
Babylon  fell,  and  why  the  last  Babylon  fell  j  I  want  to 
know  what  makes  any  city  deserve  the  name  of  a  city 
of  confusion ;  I  want  to  know  why  a  city  that  does 
deserve  that  title,  may  yet  he  aufEered  to  lay  waste  the 
earth  and  lead  nations  into  captivity.  Isaiau  answers 
all  these  questions  together.  A  man  in  the  old  Babylon, 
a  man  in  every  later  Babylon,  was  not  accounted  more 
precious  than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir.  It  was  the 
principle  of  the  society  that  he  should  be  accounted 
leM  precious ;  for  the  sake  of  the  outward  splendour 
and  glory  the  human  being  was  sacrificed;  the  person 
was  given  up  for  the  thing.  Here  is  the  one  adequate, 
satisfactory  exposition  of  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  empires. 
Hence  we  understand  how  great  empires  have  become 
the  scourge  of  email  nations.  When  they  have  adopted 
the  Babylonian  principle  into  their  hearts,  when  it  has 
penetrated  and  pervaded  their  acts  and  their  lives, 
when  it  has  overturned  or  made  contradictory  all  the 
deeper  and  traer  principles  which  are  embodied  in 
their  constitations, — then  those  huge  tyrannies,  which  i 
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realise  the  inhuman  godleaa  maxim  most  perfectly, 
which  recoffnise  no  law  bat  that,  are  com  missioned  to 
sweep  and  devastate,  that  the  tribes  which  have  adopted 
thoir  lie,  and  mimicked  their  crimes,  may  feel  in  them- 
selves the  full  presanre  of  both.  And  this  that  all 
may  understand  how  impossible  it  is  to  build  human 
society  upon  another  ground  than  that  upon  which 
God  has  built  it,  how  certainly  the  most  splendid  citj 
that  was  ever  raised  in  the  earth  will  fall  down,  and  all 
its  palaces  perish^  if  it  is  merely  formed  of  bricks  and 
slime,  which  men  have  substituted  for  the  living  stone* 
which  God  has  hewn  out  and  fitted  together. 

All  the  chapters  in  Isaiah  which  follow,  till  that  one 
in  which  he  says,  "  Behold  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth 
empty  and  maketh  it  waste,  and  turneth  it  upside  down 
andscattereththeinhabitanfcs  thereof,"  are  setting  forth 
one  aspect  or  another  of  that  great  judgment  by  which 
it  was  proved  that  a  man  is  more  precious  than  the 
golden  wedge  of  Ophir;  a  judgment  in  which  Samaria 
and  Judah  suffer  with  Moab  and  Tyre,  because  they 
are  sharers  in  the  same  sin.  But  the  fall  of  Babylon  is 
a  blow  to  the  Asiatic  empire,  which  declares  how  little 
it  has  cause  to  exult  in  the  ruin  it  is  producing,  how 
certainly  that  ruin  will  return  upon  itself,  because  it 
springs  from  evils  which  are  lying  more  deeply  and 
radically  within  it,  than  within  any  of  the  people  whom 
God  hath  sent  it  forth  to  punish.  Instead  of  being  an 
interpolated  fragmentin  the  midst  of  Isaiah'sdiscourses, 
the  burden  of  Babylon  comes  in  to  make  all  the  visi- 
tations upon  the  other  tribes  of  the  earth  intelligible, 
and  to  relieve  our  minds  of  the  infinite  oppression  which 
we  should  otherwise  have  in  contemplating  them. 
They  are  diverse  hut  harmonious  portions  of  the  same 
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divine  message  to  men, — a  message  of  terror  but  also 
of  deliverance  and  hope.  In  the  fonrteenth  chapter  we 
feel  how  wonderfully  these  are  combiued.  The  hearts 
of  people  in  all  ages  have  been  stirred  by  these  words, 
"  In  the  day  when  the  Lord  ahall  give  thee  rest  from/ 
thy  sorrow  and  from  thy  fear  and  from  thy  bard  bond-,'i 
age  wherein  thou  wast  maJe  to  serve,  thou  shalt  takel'i 
np  this  proverb  against  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  say. 
How  hath  the  oppressor  ceased  1  the  golden  city  ceased  I 
The  Lord  hath  broken  the  staff  of  the  wicked  and  the 
Bceptre  of  the  rulers.  He  who  smote  the  people  in 
wrath  with  a  continual  strokej  he  that  ruled  the  nations 
in  anger,  is  persecuted,  and  none  hindereth.  The  whole 
earth  is  at  rest  and  is  quiet;  they  break  forth  into 
singing.  Tea,  the  fir-trees  rejoice  at  thee,  and  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon,  saying,  Since  thou  art  laid  down  no 
feller  is  come  up  against  us.  Hell  from  beneath  is 
moved  for  thee  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming ;  it  stirreth 
up  the  dead  for  thee,  even  all  the  chief  ones  of  the 
earth;  it  hath  raised  up  from  their  thrones  all  the 
kings  of  the  nations.  All  they  shall  speak,  and  say 
unto  thee.  Art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we  ?  art  thou 
become  like  unto  us  F  Thy  pomp  is  brought  down  to 
the  grave,  and  the  noise  of  thy  viols:  the  worm  is  spread 
under  thee,  and  the  worms  cover  thee.  How  art  thou 
fallen  from  heaven,  0  Lucifer,  son  of  the  morning  ! 
how  art  thou  cut  down  to  the  ground  which  didst 
weaken  the  nations !  For  thou  hast  said  in  thine 
heart,  I  wil!  ascend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt  my  throne 
above  tbe  stars  of  Gkid ;  I  will  sit  also  upon  the  mount 
of  the  congregation,  in  the  aides  of  the  north :  I  will 
ascend  above  the  heights  of  tbe  clouds ;  I  will  be  like 
the  Most  High.     Yet  thou  shalt  be  brought  down  to 
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hell,  to  the  Bides  of  the  pit.     They  that  see  thee  s 
narrowly  look  upon  thee,  and  consider  thee.  Baying,  I 
this  the  man  that  made  the  earth  to  tremble,  that  did  1 
shake  kingdoms  ;  that  made  the  world  as  a  wilderness, 
and  destroyed  the  cities  thereof ;  that  opened  not  the  I 
house  of  his  prisoners  ?     All  the  kings  of  the  nations^,] 
even  all  of  them,  lie  in  glory,  every  one  in  his  own^ 
house :   but  thou  art  cast  out  of  thy  grave  like  an 
abominable  branch,  and  aa  the  raiment  of  those  that 
are  slain,  thrust  through  with  a  sword,  that  go  down  to 
the  stones  of  the  pit ;  as  a  carcass  trodden  under  feet. 
Thou  shall  not  be  joined  with  them  in  bnria),  because  I 
thou  hast  destroyed  thy  land,  and  slain  thy  people; 
the  seed  of  evil  doers  shall  never  be  renowned.     Prepare  I 
slaughter  for   his  children  for  the   iniquity  of  tlieir  i 
fathers ;  that  they  do  not  rise,  nor  possess  the  land,  nor  j 
fill  the  face  of  the  world  with  cities.     For  I  will  rise  ] 
up  against  them,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  cat  off  j 
from  Babylon  the  name,  and  remnant,  and  son,  and 
nephew,  saith  the  Lord.     I  will  also  make  it 
sion  for  the  bittern,  and  pools  of  water;   and  I  will 
sweep  it  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts." 

Bat  though  most  feel  something  of  the  grandeor  of  J 
this  poetry,  and  a  few  the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  wo 
do  not  enough  consider  upon  what  both  are  founded. 
We  have  heard  how  the  God-Man  was  the  ground  upon 
which  the  Jewish  nation  stood,  that  which  it  was  in 
due  time  to  make  known  to  all  nations  as  the  ground  ■ 
upon  which  they  must  stand.     Here  you  have  the  con-  ] 
trast,  the  Man-God,  he  who  would  ascend  up  to  Heaven  | 
and  exalt  his  throne  above  the  stars  of  God.     This  ii 
the  natural  ruler  of  a  society  which  counts  the  gold  oi  I 
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Ophir  more  precious  than  human  beinga.  For  in  some 
way  or  otlier,  man  mnsfc  have  his  fjlorv;  it  may  be  as  a 
tyrant  trampling  npon  hia  fellowg  as  if  they  were  mere 
things  created  for  his  use ;  it  may  he  as  one  bearing  the 
image  of  God,  and  claiming  his  brethren  as  intended  to 
bear  that  image.  He  who  would  be  a  Lucifer,  a  son  of 
the  morning,  mnst  seek  to  be  a  God  by  rising  above 
men  and  degrading  men.  He  who  is  the  Son  of  God, 
one  with  the  Father,  must  prove  that  He  has  that  glory 
by  humbling  Himself  and  becoming  of  no  reputation, 
by  taking  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant.  The  one 
wants  to  be  above  all  law,  that  he  may  assert  his  own 
will  and  subject  al!  wills  to  his  ;  the  other  makes 
Himself  3ubj^?^t  to  law,  that  He  may  show  forth  His 
FatherV  will  and  give  op  his  own,  and  redeem  men  from 
slavery  into  the  service  which  is  freedom.  The  one 
Baith,  "By  the  strength  of  my  hand  have  I  done  it, 
and  by  my  wisdom,  for  I  am  prudent.  And  I  have 
removed  the  bounds  of  the  people,  and  have  robbed 
their  treasures,  and  I  have  put.  down  the  inhabitanta 
like  a  mighty  man.  And  my  hr.nd  hath  found  as  a  nest 
the  riches  of  the  people,  and  as  one  that  gathereth  eggs 
tbatare  left,  have  I  gathered  all  the  earth.  Ajd  there 
was  none  thai  moved  the  wing,  or  opened  the  mouth, 
or  peeped."  The  other  prays  for  His  poor  family  upon 
earth,  "  that  all  may  be  one,  as  Thou,  Father,  art  in 
me  and  I  in  Thee,  that  they  ail  may  be  one  in  ua." 

Yea,  brethren,  we  have  here  the  Babylonian  power 
and  the  Jerusalem  power,  that  parody  of  human  and 
divine  greatness  which  is  seen  in  an  earthly  tyrant,  that 
perfect  reconciliation  of  divinity  and  humanity  which 
is  seen  in  the  Redeemer,  Consider  both  images  well. 
Soth  are  presented  to  us ;  we  must  admire  and  copy  one 
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of  them.  And  whichever  we  take,  we  must  resolutely 
discard  the  other.  If  we  have  ever  mixed  them  to- 
({ether  in  our  mindB,  a  time  is  at  hand  that  will  separate 
them  for  ever.  One  was  marked  on  yonr  foreheads  in 
childhood  when  yon  were  signed  with  the  sign  of  the 
cross,  and  the  prayer  was  prayed  for  yon,  that  you  might 
not  be  ashamed  to  confess  the  faith  of  Christ  crncified 
against  sin,  the  world,  and  the  devil.  The  other,  the 
Babylonian  mark  and  image,  yonr  own  evil  nature,  a 
corrupt  society,  the  evil  spirit,  have  been  striving  to 
Btamp  you  with  ever  since.  Each  hour  yon  are  tempted 
to  think  a  man  less  precious  than  the  gold  of  Ophir. 
The  r-nrrent  maxims  of  the  world  take  for  granted  that 
he  is  ;  yon  in  a  thousand  ways  are  acting  on  those 
maxims.  Oh,  remember  that  in  them,  and  in  the  habits 
which  they  beget,  lies  the  certain  presage  of  slavery  for 
men  and  nations,  the  foretaste  of  decay  and  ruin,  which 
no  human  contrivances  can  avert,  which  the  gifts  and 
blessings  of  God's  providence  only  accelerate.  And 
think  this  also.  When  once  this  disease  has  penetrated 
into  the  vitals  of  a  people,  it  may  be  very  decorous  and 
very  rehgiona  ;  but  it  cannot  believe  in  the  Son  of  Man. 
"  How  sayost  thou  that  the  Son  of  Man  must  be  lifted 
up  ?  "  asked  the  religious,  goid-worsbipping  Jew  of  our 
Lord ;  "  Who  is  this  Son  of  Man  ?  "  He  had  answered 
that  question  by  stooping  to  the  lowest  state  of  men,  by 
living  with  fishermen,  by  eating  and  drinking  with  pub- 
licans and  sinners.  But  this  answer  only  confounded 
them  the  more.  "  Such  a  one  cannot  be  Christ  the 
King,"  they  said.  And  so,  when  Pilate  brought  forth 
tiesus  crowned  with  thorns  and  said,  "  Behold  the  Man, 
behold  the  King,''  and  "  Shall  I  crucify  your  King  ? " 
the  high-priests,  those  who  spoke  the  voice  of  the 
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people^  those  who  represented  their  belief,  cried  out, 
*^  We  have  no  king  but  Caesar/^  A  Man-God  is  our 
choice,  the  God-Man  shall  not  reign  over  us. 

Brethren,  may  God  in  His  mercy  grant  that  our 
English  faith  may  never  express  itself  in  the  same  way, 
or  give  birth  to  acts  differing  only  in  form,  not  in 
essence,  from  that  which  the  Jewish  nation  perpetrated. 
May  God  grant  us  power  to  cast  Babylonian  principles 
out  of  our  hearts,  that  when  they  come  before  us  em- 
bodied in  some  person,  sustained  by  some  mighty 
physical  force,  we  may  despise  them  and  laugh  them 
to  scorn,  knowing  that  not  against  us,  but  against  the 
Holy  OnCj  our  enemy  is  exalting  himself  and  lifting  up 
his  voice  on  high.  God  grant  that  in  that  day  we  may 
be  able  to  sing  the  song  which  the  prophet  said  should 
be  sung  in  the  Land  of  Judah :  ''  We  have  a  strong  city. 
Salvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  Open 
ye  the  gates  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth 
the  truth  may  enter  in.  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect 
peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee,  because  he  trusteth 
in  thee.  Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength.^ 
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NOTE. 

"In  the  time  of  Sanherib  (Sennacherib),**  says  Niebnhr,  **  Babylon 
acknowledged  the  sapremaoy  of  Assyria  and  had,  perhaps,  even  been 
compelled  to  sabmit  to  Shalmanassar.  Hagisah,  a  brother  of  San- 
herib, wag  king  of  Babylon,  bat  that  kingdom  revolted  and  Hagisah 
was  slain.  Merodach  Baladan  then  raised  himself  to  the  throne." — 
h^ctwre*  vn,  Ancient  History,    I.  81,  32. 
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THE    StTFFEBJNQ  KING  AKD  PEOPLE. 


(li»ffl(n'«  In,.,  Palm  Sunrfny.— JprO  M\  1853.) 


Behi»M  my  Bervant,  whom  I  nphold ;  mine  elect,  in  whom  my  »onl 
delightef.h  ;  I  have  pnt  my  spirit  upoo  him  i  he  jhaJi  bring  forth 
judgment  to  the  GeotileB.  He  ehnll  not  cry,  nor  lift  ap,  nor 
can^e  his  yoioe  to  be  heard  in  the  atreet.  A  braised  reed  he 
Bhnll  not  break,  nad  the  amoking  Sox  aball  he  not  qnenohj  ha 
■hail  bring  forth  jacJgment  nnto  truth.— laiiia  xlii.  1—8. 

The  harden  of  B.ibylon,  of  which  I  spoke  last  Sanday, 
is  said  to  have  been  in  the  year  that  Ahaz  died.  Id 
that  year  Isaiah  warned  the  whole  of  Palestine  that  it 
most  not  rejoice  because  the  rod  of  him  that  smote 
it  was  broken ;  for  oat  of  the  serpent's  root  shoald 
come  forth  a  cockatrice,  and  his  fmit  shonld  be  a  fiery 
flying  serpent.  Yet  he  tells  his  countrymen  that  the 
poor  shall  feed  and  the  needy  shall  lie  down  in  safety. 
The  Lord  hath  fouuded  Zion ;  the  poor  of  His  people 
ehall  trost  in  it. 

I  said  that  Isaiah  evidently  expected  that  this  new 
calamity  wonld  soon  overtake  the  land.  He  tells  Moab 
that  in  "  three  years  its  glory  shall  be  contemned  with 
all  its  great  miiltitades."  He  goes  barefoot  three  years 
as  a  sign  to  the  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians  that  the 
young  and  old  should  be  led  captives  by  the  Assyrians. 
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I  He  says  that  Kei3ar  shall  be  wasted  within  a  year. 
The  desolation  will  be  a  very  sweeping  one.  The 
prophet  looks  to  see  the  whole  earth  turned  upside 
down,  the  land  emptied,  the  master  and  the  servant 
perishing,  money-lenders  and  money -borrowers,  all 
classes  of  men,  cast  into  utter  rain. 

There  were  two  great  iuvasiona  of  Palestine  in  the 
reign  of  Hezekiah ;  that  which  took  place  under  Shal- 
maneser  in  his  fourth  year,  that  of  Sennacherib  in  his 
fourteenth.  I  apprehend  that  most  of  the  calamities 
which  are  spoken  of  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  were 
fully  realised  in  the  former. 

I  have  spoken  already  of  the  hopes  which  dawned 
upon  the  prophet's  mind  in  the  midst  of  its  gloom,  of 
his  assurance  that  the  time  of  discomfiture  and  over- 
throw to  all  snrroanding  nations,  of  terror  to  his  own, 
would  nevertheless  be  in  some  respects  a  better  and 
more  blessed  time  than  most  which  had  preceded  it. 
The  confidence  grows  brighter  and  firmer  as  the  cloud 
becomes  nearer  and  more  portentous.  The  prophet 
does  not  merely  trust  that  light  will  follow  when  the 
darkness  is  scattered.  He  sees  the  light  present  in 
the  midst  of  the  darkness.  The  depth  of  the  night 
makes  him  know  that  there  is  a  dayspring  from  on 
high,  which  will  visit  his  land  and  all  lands.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  song  of  trust  and 
thanksgiving  in  the  twenty-fifth  chapter  is  one  of 
anticipation  or  whether  it  was  uttered  in  sight  of  a 
ruin  which  had  already  more  than  fulfilled  all  his 
saddest  forebodings.  The  visions  of  a  prophet,  con- 
cerning that  which  is  to  be,  are  so  full  of  present 
force  and  reiility;  his  contemplation  of  that  which  has 
happened  is  so  necessarily  involved  with  foresight  of 
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its  issues,  that  nothing  is  harder, — aa  all  interpreters 
have  felt, — than  to  fix  the  boundaries  between  the  two. 
If  we  could  do  it  accurately  and  decisively,  much  of 
the  very  meaning  of  prophecy  would  be  lost ;  it  would 
be  far  less  a  guide  to  ua  in  our  own  meditatioas  upon 
the  world  we  read  of,  the  world  we  behold,  and  the 
world  that  shall  be,  than  (if  we  use  it  rightly)  it  is 
now.  And  music  or  song  seems  so  specially  ordained 
to  give  a  sense  of  wholeness  and  unity  to  those  thoughts 
which  ordinary  discourse  breaks  np  into  auccessive 
instants,  that  when  the  prophet  pours  forth  a  lyrical 
rapture,  we  should  try  more  than  at  other  times  to 
follow  the  movements  of  his  spirit  in  the  certainty  that 
they  cannot  be  defined  by  chronological  landmarks. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  the  impression,  I  think,  apon  the 
minds  of  most  readers,  and,  I  cannot  doubt,  a  right 
impression,  that  this  chapter,  if  it  is  in  a  measure 
prospective,  yet  must  have  been  written  during  the 
Assyrian  invasion.  I  do  not  rest  anything  upon  tenses. 
Every  reader  of  the  prophets  must  feel  how  ambiguous 
they  are.  But  still  the  words,  "Thou  hast  made  of  a 
city  an  heap ;  of  a  defenced  city  a  ruin ;  a  palace  of 
strangers  to  be  no  city;"  and  these,  "Thou  hast  been 
a  strength  to  the  poor,  a  strength  to  the  needy  in  his 
distress,  a  refuge  from  the  storm,  a  shadow  from  the 
heat,  when  the  blast  of  the  terrible  one.9  is  aa  a  storm 
against  the  wall,"  do  seem  to  describe  an  actual  ex- 
perience. One  can  hurdly  help  thinking  that  the  maa 
who  wrote  such  words,  had  just  heard  of  some  old  and 
famous  Palestine  city  which  had  been  sacked,  if  he  was 
not  waiking  amidst  the  ruins  of  it ;  and  that  he  was  at 
the  same  time  drinking  in  consolation  from  the  thought 
that  the  cry  of  a  number  of  serfs  and  bondsmen,  which 
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had  gone  np  to  Heaven  against  the  oppressors  in  their 
own  country,  was  answered  by  this  visitation.  It  was 
not  merely  that  their  wrongs  were  thus  avenged.  The 
bnmbling  of  the  proud  men  of  their  own  cities  may 
have  been  an  actual  immediate  blessing  to  them.  The 
rich  men  and  rulers  of  neighbouring  lands  may  have 
heen  awakened  by  the  common  danger  to  a  sense  of 
sympathy  and  brotherhood  which  they  had  nevei: 
tuown  before.  At  all  events,  an  eternal  law  was 
revealed  to  the  prophet's  mind, — and  in  greater  or  less 
clearness  to  the  minds  of  others  who  witnessed  the 
same  events, — a  law  which  decreed  that  mere  force 
Bhould  not  prevail,  that  the  strong  should  be  laid  low, 
that  the  weak  should  be  raised  up ;  a  law  which  con- 
tained a  sure  pledge  that  some  day  or  other  "  God 
would  destroy  the  face  of  the  covering  cast  over  all 
people,  and  the  veil  that  was  spread  over  all  nations, 
that  He  would  swallow  up  death  in  victory,  and  wipe 
away  tears  from  all  faces," 

We  have  all  of  us  witnessed  enough  of  remarkable 
changes  and  sudden  revolutions,  to  be  capable  of  under- 
standing passages  in  the  prophet's  discourse  which  at 
first  sound  puzzling  and  contradictory,  "  When  thy 
judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  will  learn  righteousness."  "Let  favour  be  showed 
to  the  wicked,  yet  will  he  not  learn  righteous nosa." 
"  In  the  land  of  uprightness,  will  he  deal  unjustly  and 
will  not  behold  the  majesty  of  the  Lord."  "  Lord, 
when  thy  hand  is  hfted  up,  they  will  not  see.  But 
they  shall  see."  It  is  thus  that  two  opposing  sides  of 
truth  present  themselves  to  a  divinely  taught  man. 
There  is  a  blindness,  an  insensibility,  a  lightness  o£ 
heart,  which  ac  one  moment  strikes  him  as  quite  incoii' 
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ceivable  in  those  who  are  paasiny  throut^h  fires  which 
will  leave  effects  behind  them  for  genefatioaa  to  come. 
Then  he  perceives  that  after  all  the  visitation  has  not 
beeo  in  vein,  that  men  have  seen  and  felt  a  meaning  in 
it  even  when  they  have  been  trying  to  harden  them- 
selves, nay  when  they  have  even  plunged  into  worse 
oonrses  than  those  which  it  was  sent  to  warn  them  of; 
they  have  confessed  that  a  divine  hand  had  been  lifted 
npj  though  they  have  invented  a  number  of  dry  and 
empty  formulas  to  persuade  themselves  that  what  has 
happened  has  no  reference  to  their  evil  doings;  their 
consciences  have  been  awakened,  though  the  awaken- 
ing oat  of  such  a  sleep  and  such  fever-dreams  as  theirs, 
is  to  terror  not  to  repentance.  But  meantime  there  has 
been  the  peaceable  fmit  of  righteousness  slowly,  not 
suddenly  or  immatnrely,  coming  forth  in  those  who 
desired  to  know  more  of  God  and  His  ways,  who  dimly, 
amidst  many  contradictions  of  thought  and  practice, 
yet  confessed  a  law  of  right  and  tried  to  follow  it, 
''Oh  Lord  oar  God,"  sach  persons  will  cry  out,  "other 
gods  beside  Thee  have  had  dominion  over  oa ;  but  by 
Thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  Thy  Name.  They 
are  dead;  they  shall  not  live.  Therefore  Thou  hast 
visited  and  destroyed  them,  and  made  all  their  memoiy 
to  perish." 

To  understand  when  a  national  reformation  has  taken 
place,  when  even  there  has  been  any  soliJ  commence- 
ment of  it,  is  the  hardest  of  all  things,  A  prophet 
shows  hia  wisdom  to  be  above  that  of  other  men,  not 
by  pronouncing  upon  the  diagnostics  of  such  a  change, 
but  by  marking  all  the  various  fluctuating  symptoms 
which  ever  and  anon  tempt  him  to  doubt  the  reality 
of  it,  and  then  shew  that  it  is  in  process ;  still  more  by 
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connBctirgr  ttese  aymptomB  with  others  whicli  he  dis- 
covers in  himself,  with  his  own  strange  vicissitudes  and 
inconsistencies,  with  the  deep  conviction  which  he  has 
at  one  time  of  God's  truth  and  love,  and  hia  thankful- 
ness that  they  should  in  any  wise  make  themselvea 
manifest^  and  then  with  the  utter  dreariness,  barrennesa, 
heartleasness  of  his  inner  soul  and  of  his  outward  acts, 
"  From  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  have  we  heard 
songs,  even  glory  to  the  righteous.  But  1  said.  My 
leanness,  my  leanness,  woe  unto  me !  The  treacherous 
dealers  have  dealt  treacherously,  yea,  the  treacherous 
dealers  have  dealt  very  treacherously."  He  understands 
the  treachery  of  other  men's  dealings  with  God's  pro- 
mises and  Hia  covenant  by  the  treachery  of  his  own. 
And  so, — wonderful  and  gracious  result  of  such  baffling 
and  bewildering  expei-iences, — he  is  thrown  back  upon 
those  promises  and  that  covenant,  or  rather  upon  God 
Himself,  the  Author  of  them.  He  discovers  a  ground 
deeper  than  human  faithfuhiess;  the  faithfulness  and 
righteonsness  of  God.  And  that  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
his  hopes,  not  for  himself,  not  for  a  few  men  in  whose 
truth  he  can  confide  better  than  in  his  own,  but  for  hii 
nation  with  all  its  sins  and  idolatries,  for  the  universe 
which  God  has  created  and  not  forsaken. — (xxiv.,  xxvi.) 
I  apprehend  that  Isaiah  had  need  of  all  these  lessons 
80  hardly  learnt,  not  merely  that  he  might  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  state  of  his  nation  while  it  was  under- 
going this  visitation  or  had  just  escaped  from  it,  but 
that  he  might  think  rightly  and  speak  wisely  in  the 
ten  more  peaceful  years  which  followed.  To  these 
years  I  think  we  may  refer  most  of  the  discourses 
which  are  contained  between  the  twenty -seventh  and 
thirty-sixth  chapters  of  this  book. 


FLEAS   FOE   SELF-CONFIDEMCE, 

We  do  not  need  a  prophet  to  tell  us  how  very  sooo 
the  mere  impreaaion  of  any  great  calamity  passes  away 
from  the  majority  of  a  people,  wheu  the  visible  signa 
of  it  are  not  present.  It  becomes  a  topic  for  men  to- 
talk  of.  Some  may  smart  ander  the  recollection  of 
lands  devastated  or  friends  perished;  but  soon  all  seema 
to  have  returned  to  its  old  course.  In  many  there  ia  a 
strange  sense  of  security  from  the  notion  that  they 
have  had  their  fill  of  startling  occurrences)  and  that, 
any  repetition  of  them  can  scarcely  be  looked  for  ini 
their  day.  The  people  of  Jerusalem  had  more  than!] 
ordinary  excuse  for  this  confidence.  Their  city  hai' 
escaped  the  general  wreck.  A  foDling,  strangely 
of  faith  and  fatalism  might  lead  them  to  think  that  it 
would  be  eternal.  Moreoverj  that  great  blessing  which 
Isaiah  had  looked  forward  to,  and  which  connected  itself 
with  all  his  deepest  intnitions  respecting  a  divine  Ruler, 
the  blessing  of  a  King  reigning  in  righteousness,  had 
been  granted  to  the  land.  Hezekiah  probably  begi 
remove  some  of  the  abuses  which  his  father  introduced, 
before  Shalmaneser's  invasion.  He  must  assuredly  hai 
been  one  of  those  who  received  precious  instruction  from' 
that  judgment.  It  found  him  with  an  open,  prepi 
heart ;  it  must  have  changed  him  rapidly  from  a  pro- 
mising youth  into  a  sobered  and  saddened  man.  It  had 
given  him,  too,  facilities  which  he  had  not  possessed, 
before.  The  portion  of  the  ten  tribes  which  remained' 
would  be  glad  of  hia  protection,  might  welcome  ha. 
invitations  to  come  up  to  Jerusalem  and  worship.  The-' 
surrounding  people  would  respect  the  king  who  haci 
survived  when  theirs  had  fallen.  These  effects,  at  whicli 
I  hinted  in  my  last  sermon,  must  have  been  more 
remarkable  in  a  later  part  of  hia  reign  j  but  there  will 


I 


iTti.]  PB00P3  OF  WEAKNESS, 

have  been  enough  of  them  even  at  this  time  to  elate  1 
the  inhabitants  of  Judiea  with  a  sense  of  their  own  J 
power  and  superiority.     The  feeling  would  be  all  t 
stronger  because  it  waa  a  rebonnd  from  a  state  of  de-  1 
pression  and  shame.     With  it,  and  with  the  retarning  f 
prosperity  of  the  land,  would  come  fresh  wantonness  ] 
and  self-indulgence,  the  old  oppression  of  the  poor,  of 
the  debtors,  of  the  slaves;  the  old  sottishnesa.    To  these 
evils  would  be  added  that  one  upon  which  Isaiah  dwelt 
so  much  in  the  introduction  to  his  book,  the  multitude  of 
sacrifices;  unrighteous  dealings,  indifference  to  human  J 
beings,  being  glossed  over  with  the  show  and  phantom  i 
of   religion.     There  would    be  politicians  too  in   this    ' 
society.     Some  who  were  confident  in  the  friendship  of 
the  Assyrian,  and  thought  he  could  never  return  to 
their  land;  some  who  believed  that  with  the  help  of 
the  Pharaohs  no  evil  could  overtake  them ;  some  who 
fancied  that  they  might  form  a  native  force  strong 
enough  to  drive  off  any  invader. 

To  all  these  different  tendencies  of  the  people's 
mind,  Isaiah  addresses  himself  in  this  grand  series  of 
discourses.  The  drunkards  of  Ephraim,  the  scomers,  the 
sleeping  prophets  and  priests  and  rulers  of  Jerusalem, 
the  rebellious  children  who  would  strengthen  them- 
selves in  the  strength  of  Pharoah  and  trust  in  the 
shadow  of  Egypt,  the  men  who  stay  on  horses  and 
trast  in  chariots  because  they  are  many, — all  pass  be- 
fore his  eyes,  all  receive  his  awful  rebuke.  There  will 
be  a  tempest  of  hail,  a  new  destroying  storm  in  the 
fat  valleys  which  are  bringing  forth  the  wine.  An 
overflowing  scourge  will  pass  through  the  land.  Morn- 
ing by  morning  shall  it  pass  over,  by  day  and  by  nir" 
Those  who  are  mocking  at  the  coming  danger,  will 
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it  a  Texation  only  to  hear  the  report.  There  will  1 
heaviness  and  sorrow  in  Ariel  the  city  of  DavicI,  there 
will  be  a  camp  round  about  it,  forts  will  be  raised 
against  it.  It  shall  be  brought  down  and  speat  ont  of 
ihe  ground ;  its  speech  shall  be  low  out  of  the  dust  aa 
of  one  that  bath  a  fmoiliar  spirit.  The  Eifyptians  will 
be  ashamed  of  a  people  that  could  not  profit  them  nor 
be  a  help  to  them,  but  only  a  reproach.  If  they  did 
help,  they  would  help  in  vain.  The  Egyptians  are 
men  and  not  God,  horses  are  flesh  and  not  spirit. 
"  When  the  Lord  shall  stretch  out  his  hand,  both  he  ' 
that  helpeth  shall  fall,  and  he  that  is  holpen  shall  fall 
down,  and  they  both  shall  fail  together." 

Hezekiah  seems  to  have  had  two  sets  of  advisers, 
one  represented  by  Shebna  the  Scribe,  one  by  Eliakim 
who  was  over  the  house.  The  former  Isaiah  denounces 
as  utterly  base  and  selfish ;  the  other,  it  is  said,  shall 
be  a  father  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  and  to  the 
house  of  Judah,  The  king,  it  would  seem,  must  at  thia 
lime  have  yielded  to  the  meaner  and  more  cowardly 
policy.  He  might  be  jast  in  his  ordinary  dealings,  a 
refuge  for  the  poor,  a  destroyer  of  idols,  and  yet  not 
have  thought  or  understood  that  flesh  is  weaker  than 
spirit;  the  horses  of  Egypt  than  the  word  of  God.  No 
doubt  he  thought  he  trusted  God.  He  had  given  some 
proofs  that  he  did  trust  Him.  But  perhaps  he  had 
begun  to  trnst  his  own  faith,  to  glorify  that ; — not 
Him  who  had  been  the  object  of  it.  A  man  soon  finds 
what  areed  that  is  to  lean  upon;  and  then  he  naturally 
looks  for  other  reeds  to  help  ont  its  weakness.  In  a 
moment  of  vain  self-confidence  Hezekiah  seem.s  to  have 
refused  tribute  to  the  kings  of  Assyria.  We  have  a 
right  to  give  the  act  that  name,  and  to  suppose  that  be 
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wag  prompted  to  it  by  hia  Egyptian  advisers,  for  the 
first  appearance  of  the  enemy  daunted  him  and  led 
him  (so  the  Second  Book  of  Kings  tella  ns)  to  make 
the  most  abject  sobmission. 

The  prophet,  joyfully  as  he  had  hailed  the  reign  of 
the  new  king,  much  as  he  honoured  him,  does  not  point 
to  him  as  any  ground  of  confidence  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerusalem,  in  the  hour  of  trial  which  he  said  waa 
approaching.  That  other  King  who  had  been  the  firet 
inspirer  of  his  words,  who  had  been  more  and  more 
clearly  manifesting  Himself  to  tim  in  all  that  he  had 
seen  or  foreseen  since,  was  the  one  support  of  his  hopes, 
'  Behold,'  he  saya  to  the  rulers  in  Jerusalem,  *  I  lay  m 
Zion  a  foundation  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precioas  corner 
stone,  and  he  that  believeth  shall  not  make  haste,'  To 
know  the  actual  living  centre  of  the  nation  was,  we 
have  seen,  the  great  gift  which  the  prophet  had  derived 
from  the  teaching  he  had  received  hitherto;  all  new 
trials  and  disappointments  were  to  bring  this  centre 
more  clearly  before  him ;  he  could  not  but  contemplate 
this  as  the  great  end  and  interpretation  of  them  to  the 
whole  people.  The  certainty  of  this  truth  does  not 
permit  him  to  make  haste.  In  the  days  of  Ahoz  he 
had  been  taught  to  despise  the  plots  of  Samaria  and 
^^  Syria  and  Judah  against  each  other;  these  had  come  to 
^L  nought.  The  devices  of  the  feeble  men  about  Hezektab,  *> 
^M  who  could  not  look  beyond  the  moment,  who  conld  only  . 
^V  invent  expedients,  seemed  to  him  as  contemptible;  fltiU  i 
more  shameful  the  ignorance  of  the  prophets  and  priests 
who  should  have  taught  the  eternal  principles,  which 

I  the  book  of  their  country's  history  proclaimed;  Irat 
who  pretended  they  could  not  read  it  because  it  wsi 
sealed.     God,  howeyer,  waa  bringing  these  principlM 
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into  light.  A  dar  ■«««  at  hand  which  wonld  enable  tie  ' 
deaf  to  hear  tie  words  of  the  book,  and  the  eves  of  the 
Mind  to  see  cint  of  cbscnrity,  A  revelation  there  wonld 
he  of  the  divine  pnrpose  in  maintaining  the  chosen  raoe 
ircan  age  to  age  ;  a  proof  that  the  promisee  to  Abraham 
were  not  emptj  promises ;  signs  thai  visible  piieetat 
prophets,  ting^,  had  all  their  appointed  fimctiotis,  had 
all  been  bearing  their  mightj  testimony  thai  thero 
ir»B  a  Priest,  Prophet.,  King,  of  whom  they  were  only  1 
the  emblems  and  spokesman.  The  prophet's  words 
therefore,  are  as  fall  of  eacosragement  as  ihey  i 
of  warning  and  terror; — not  cS  raiooimigememt  odd-  | 
ting-ent  upon  certain  acts  or  lines  of  oondnct  whidi 
dteir  coimtry  might  pnrene;  of  encotuagement  as 
abeoJnte  ae  anj  fatalist  could  derive  from  the  convic- 
taoo  that  Jerusalem  had  a  charmed  life  which  no  iD- 
dcdngs  or  Begligeuce  oonld  destrov.  Onlv  there  ^ 
thif  amarang  difEerenoe.  The  pledges  of  the  nation's 
endnranee  were  also  pledges  that  every  form  of  evil 
sbonld  be  pnt  down;  that  tmth  and  righteonsneee 
should  Etand,  Its  existence  meant  that,  nothing  fait 
that.  It  was  the  appointed  prodaimar  to  all  nations 
«J  a  law  of  right  and  tmth  to  ■which  theywere  sahieot; 
rf  a  God  of  right  and  trnth  who  was  their  God ;  of  s 
divine  Image  of  that  God  who  ■wonld  confonnel  Ute 
images  ^-hich  they  had  made  of  Him.  Throngh  this  i 
part  of  Isaiah's  prophecy, — through  all  the  visJons  of  ' 
deep  nnntterable  weatness  and  shame  which  were  to 
come  upon  his  land,  throngh  aD  the  visions  of  glory 
behind  and  beneath  that  "weakness  and  ahame, — the 
same  trcth  is  -n-orking  itself  oat  into  clearness.  Jeru- 
salem mast.  live  because  it  has  a  message  to  deliver,  a 
of  blessedness  and  freedom  to  all  the  taibes  of 
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its  own  land.  Israel  must  live  "because  it  he 
of  blessedness  and  power  to  all  the  people  of  the  earth. 
Let  it  siuk  aa  low  as  it  may ;  in  the  depth  of  humiliation 
it  will  be  a  prophet  to  the  uniferso;  nay,  it  can  be  a 
trne  prophet  to  the  universe  only  when  all  its  imagiiiary 
false  strength  is  taken  from  it,  and  when  it  is  able  ii 
ntter  nothingness  to  realise  the  divine  help  which  is 
within  it. — (xxvii. — sxxvi.) 

Such  were  Isaiah's  preparations  for  the  event  which 
took  his  master  and  people  by  surprise,  and  set  their 
hearts  to  meditate  terror,  each  one  saying,  "  Where  is 
the  scribe?  where  is  the  receiver?  where  is  he  that 
counted  the  towers  ?  "  In  tho  fonrteenth  year  of  king 
Hezekiab,  we  are  told,  '  Sennacherib,  kiug  of  Assyria, 
came  up  against  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah  and  took 
them,  And  he  sent  Rabshakeh  from  Lachish  to  Jeru- 
salem with  a  great  army ;  and  he  stood  by  the  conduit 
of  the  upper  pool.'  He  sent  a  msssage  of  scorn  to  the 
king;  of  scorn  which  must  have  been  felt  not  only 
becaase  there  was  an  army  to  enforce  it,  bot  for  the 
deep  truth  which  lay  in  it.  Sennacherib  challenged 
Hezekiab  to  bring  forth  all  his  horses  and  he  would  put 
riders  upon  them.  He  bade  him  understand  that  Egypt 
was  a  broken  reed  which  would  go  into  the  hand  of 
every  one  tbat  leaned  upon  it.  He  said  they  might 
talk  of  trusting  in  the  Lord,  bnt  he  was  not  come  up 
withont  the  Lord  against  that  city.  He  appealed  to 
all  the  cities  he  had  destroyed  already,  and  the  little 
help  which  their  gods  had  given  them.  The  words  of 
the  Assyrian  were,  as  always  happens  in  such  cases,  the 
words  which  the  patriot  prophet  had  uttered  in  vain ;  if 
the  people  had  heeded  them  when  they  came  from  his  hps 
they  would  not  have  heard  them  from  the  oppressor's. 
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It  was  only  the  proptet  who  could  answer  those  wor3p,^ 
and  cheer  the  people  who  had  regarded  him  as  their 
enemy.  Hezekiab,  despairing  of  Egypt,  had  cast 
himself  before  the  living  God  and  besought  Him  to 
show  whether  He  was  indeed  like  the  gods  which  the 
Assyrians  had  cast  into  the  fire,  Hia  heart  had  caught 
a  new  inspiration  as  he  prayed.  He  said,  'Save  ta, 
O  Lord  our  God,  save  na  from  his  hand,  and  let  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord, 
even  thou  only.'  Then  came  the  answer,  Isaiah  spake 
and  said,  "  This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  concerning  him 
The  virgin,  the  daughter  of  Zion,  hath  despised  that 
and  laughed  thee  to  scorn ;  the  daughter  of  Jernsalei 
hath  shaken  her  head  at  thee.  Against  whom  has 
thou  exalted  thy  voice,  and  lifted  up  thine  eyes  ota 
high?  even  against  the  Holy  One  of  Israel," — (sxxviLjB 

In  these  words  lies,  I  believe,  the  secret  not  mereljn 
of  that  well-known  history,  but  of  all  that  follows  i 
this  book.  When  the  city  had  been  delivered  from  r 
enemies  and  the  brighter  days  to  which  the  prophd 
looked  forward  were  actually  commencing,  Hezekial 
fell  sick.  He  had  to  experience  in  his  own  person  tha  I 
prostration  of  strength  and  spirit  which  his  people  had 
felt  before.  The  iirst  prayer  in  hia  sickness  shews  that 
he  was  still  clinging  to  what  he  had  done  and  what  he 
had  been.  "Consider  how  I  have  walked  before  thee 
with  a  perfect  heart."  Yet  there  was  in  him  an  under- 
current of  real  trust  in  God.  His  thanksgiving  for  his 
recovery  shews  how  wonderfully  his  self-righteonsnesa 
had  been  taken  away, — how  he  had  been  brought  to 
feel  that  in  God  only  was  the  life  of  his  spirit.  The 
lesson  was  a  precious,  though  not  a  complete  one ;  at 
least,  it  was  not  proof  against  a  new  temptation.    After 
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the  defeat  of  Sennacherib  the  city  began  speedily  to 
recover  its  strength.  Treasures  poured  into  it  once 
more.  The  king  received  them  in  the  right  spirit  as 
gifts  of  God,  as  tokens  of  his  deliverance. — (xxxviii.) 

But  the  tendency  to  worship  the  gold  of  Ophir,— 

to  think  of  that  as  the  strength  of  men  and  nations,  lay 

near  the  heart  of  this  king  and  people,  as  it  is  near  the 

heart  of  us  all.     There  came  messengers  from  a  far 

country  to  greet  the  king  on  his  recovery.     It  was  not 

unnatural  they  should  come,  for  the  far  country  was 

Babylon,  which  had  broken  loose  from  the  Assyrian 

government  and  was  therefore  likely  to  fraternise  with 

one   who  had  so   successfully  thrown   off    its   yoke. 

Hezekiah  shewed  them  all  his  treasures.     To  him,  the 

name  Assyria  was  one  of  fearful  omen :  Babylon  meant 

nothing.      It  was  otherwise  with   the  prophet.      He 

had  been  taught  to  look  through  the  mere  temporary 

representatives  of   a  false  principle  to  the  principle 

itself.     Babylonia,  he  saw,  would  be  as  terrible  to  the 

descendants  of  Hezekiah  and  the  world  as  Assyria  had 

been.      Out  of  the  serpent^ s  root  another  cockatrice 

was  springing.     He  told  Hezekiah  that  the  sons  which 

he  should  beget  should  be  taken  to  the  palace  of  the 

king  of  Babylon.     These  words,  we  shall  tear,  were 

literally  fulfilled  to  Manasseh   the  son  of   Hezekiah. 

The  prophet  therefore  does  not  project  himself  at  once 

into  a  distant  future  when  he  speaks  of  a  Babylonian 

captivity.     He  speaks,  no  doubt,  of  a  series  of  evils 

which  might  stretch  over  years  or  even  centuries ;  of 

punishments  that  would  befall  the  land;  of  deliverances 

that  would  be  wrought  for  it.     But  I  apprehend  we 

have  given  a  precision  and  definiteness  to  his  words  on 

this  subject  in  the  later  chapters  of  his  book,  which, 
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if  carefully  and  patiently  considered,  they  will  not  be  1 
found  to  bear.     Divines,  eager  to  catch  at  a  proof  of  the  I 
falfilment  of  prophecy,  have  insisted  that  the  acconnt  \ 
of  the  taking  of  Babylon  by  Cyrus  which  is  given  i 
Herodotus  should  have  its  exact  counterpart  in  Isaiah..  ] 
Now,  I  donotventuretoaay  that  the  expression  "two-  ' 
leaved  gates "  may  not  have  Bome  reference  to  the 
construction  of  the  city  of  Nitocris  or  Nebuchadnezzar, 
or  that  tbe  drying  of  rivers  may  not  mean  the  altering 
of  the  course  of  the  Euphrates,     But  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  build  an  argument  on  any  subject  trifling  or 
important  upon  the  assumption  of  such  correspondences. 
The  use  of  the  name  Cyrna  undoubtedly  suggests  the 
thought  of  the  Persian  king  who  has  been  the  subjeot  | 
of  so  much  Greek  as  well  as  Oriental  romance, 
if  we  were  not  familiar  with  his  traditionary  history  I 
(which  ia  so  differently  represented  by  the  two  Greek  T 
authorities)  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  at  once  have  J 
resolved  that  that  particular  Persian  king,  or  perhapd  J 
any  other,  must  be  indicated  by  the  prophet's  language.  1 
The  often-repeated  story  that  the  words  were  shewn  I 
to  Cyrus,  and  that  they  determined  him  to  allow  the  4 
chosen  people  to  go  forth,  is  a  mere  legend  resting  on, J 
no  evidence  at  all.     And  it  is  at  least  singular  thsbl 
Ezra,  in  the  first  chapter  of  his  book,  alludes  distinctly  1 
to  a  prophecy  of  Jeremiah  which  was  accomplished  il 
Cyrus,  but  does  not  point  out  a  passage  apparently  tK>  I 
much  more  definite  and  emphatic. — (xxxii.) 

This  last  argument  may  be  turned  to  a  different  u 
by  those  of  whom  I  spoke  last  Sunday,  who  hold  that  1 
all  the  chapters  in  Isaiah  after  the  fortieth  were  written 
by  another  person  and  at  another  period  of  the  history. 
They  might  say  (though  I  suspect  this  evidence  would 
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prove  too  much),  tliat  the  silence  of  Ezra  was  favour- 
able to  the  notion  that  this  part  of  the  prophecy  had 
not  yet  beoome  one  of  the  recognised  Jewish  oracles. 
The  answer  to  them  lies  not  in  detached  sentences  or 
paragraphs,  bat  in  the  whole  tenor  of  these  chapters. 
There  is  only  one  ambiguous  and  difficult  passage  to 
connect  them  with  a  period  subsequent  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  temple,  or  even  with  any  anticipation 
of  such  destruction;  whereas  every  characteristic  of 
Isaiah's  mind  and  discipline  which  we  have  traced 
through  the  earlier  chapters  reappears  in  these, — only 
with  such  expa.nsions  and  developments  as  we  should 
naturally  look  for. 

Babylon  is  still  as  before  the  great  Babel,  the  city  of 
confusion ;  that  which  is  setting  np  idols  in  place  of 
God;  that  which  is  the  destined  punisher  of  the  Babel 
notions  and  habits  that  have  infected  the  holy  city  j 
which  is  blindly,  inhumanly,  godlessly  executing  a 
mighty  commission ;  which  carries  its  doom  written  on 
its  greatest  triumphs.  Jerusalem  is  always  the  society 
which  is  called  out  to  witness  by  its  words,  by  its  acta, 
by  its  sufferings,  for  the  power  of  weakness ;  for  the 
fact  that  a  city  does  not  stand  by  waUs  and  fortresses ; 
for  the  presence  of  an  invisible  king  reigning  through- 
ont  generations.  But  that  special  discovery  which  was 
made  to  the  prophet,  by  the  share  which  Judaea  had 
in  the  fall  and  rising  of  the  other  nations,  by  its  extreme 
peril,  by  its  unlooked-for  rescue,  that  it  was  to  be  the 
herald  of  a  deliverance  for  all  kindreds  and  races,  comes 
forth  with  quite  a  new  power,  as  the  prophet  looking 
through  the  vista  of  years  sees  how  it  may  be  destined 
to  still  closer  and  more  humiliating  connection  with  the 
great  empires  of  the  world.  The  burst  with  which 
x2 
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the  fortieth  chapter  Opens,  "Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  m; 
peoplcj  saith  your  God,"  is  not  suggested  merely  by 
the  past  redemption  of  the  city.  That  would  be  a 
very  insufficient  consolation,  one  which  Esarhaddoa  or 
Meradach-Baladan  might  speedily  set  at  nought.  Bat 
it  was  grounded  upon  a  voice  which  the  prophet  heard 
crying  in  the  wilderness,  "  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted, 
and  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  made  loWj"  by 
the  assurance  that '  all  flesh  was  as  grass,  and  the 
lineSB  thereof  as  the  flower  of  grass,  that  the  grass 
withereth  andthe  flower  fadeth,  but  that  the  word  of  oi 
God  should  stand  for  ever.'  It  was  grounded  upon  tl 
assurance  that  Jerusalem  had  good  tidings  to  bringv 
that  she  could  lift  up  her  voice  and  say  to  all  the  cities 
of  Judah, "  Behold  your  God,"  that  she  could  aanoDitce 
Him  not  as  a  tyrant  such  as  they  had  imagined  Him 
to  be,  a  counterpart  in  the  sky  of  the  Assyrian  upon 
earth ;  but  as  a  shepherd  who  gathers  the  lambs  with 
his  arm,  and  carries  them  in  bis  bosom,  aud  gently 
leads  those  that  are  with  young. — (si.) 

Proclaiming  this  Gospel  to  the  cities  of  Jadah  whiall 
had  yielded  to  all  the  idolatries  of  the  nations  round 
about,  she  could  challenge  those  nations  to  bring  forth 
their  likenesses  of  God,  all  the  images  which  they  had 
made  after  the  notions  of  their  own  minds,  after  the 
works  of  their  own  hands,  after  the  things  in  heaven 
or  earth  or  under  the  earth.  Let  them  show,  one  and 
all,  what  these  gods  had  done  for  them  or  could  do  for 
them,  what  help,  or  guidance,  or  power  of  foresight 
against  coming  evil  lay  iu  them,  what  capacity  they 
had  of  working  good  or  evil.  As  the  prophet's  vision 
becomes  brighter  and  his  divine  confideuce  stronger, 
he  invites  all  the  islands  to  enter  into  this  controversy, 
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to  meet  the  feeble  Israelite^  the  mere  worm  of  the 
earthy  and  see  whether  the  God  in  whom  he  trusts  is 
not  indeed  the  God  of  the  whole  earthy  He  who  has 
ordered  the  times  and  seasons^  the  fate  of  nations^  the 
revolutions  of  history.  At  each  step  the  grandeur  of 
his  people's  mission  in  being  able  to  make  their  own 
life,  even  their  own  sins,  witnesses  of  a  kingdom  which 
stretches  over  every  land,  over  Moabite,  Bdomite, 
Egyptian,  Assyrian,  becomes  more  evident  to  him. 
At  each  step  he  sees  more  how  its  weakness  is  the 
secret  of  its  power. — (xli.) 

Were  the  nations  then  wrong  in  thinking  they  re- 
quired a  likeness,  a  human  likeness,  of  God  ?  Were 
they  merely  to  be  thrown  back  upon  the  idea  of  an  ab- 
solute Being  separated  from  their  sorrows  and  sympa- 
thies ?  Such  a  doctrine,  however  seemingly  magnificent, 
would  really  have  led  them  by  another  route  to  an 
Assyrian  god,  a  god  of  mere  power,  not  a  Shepherd, 
not  a  Redeemer,  not  a  Holy  One.  No,  there  must  be 
an  image.  Isaiah  has  seen  it  and  felt  it  all  along. 
Now,  he  is  permitted  to  trace,  one  by  one,  each  feature 
of  that  image,  to  see  it  rising  up  a  living  whole  before 
his  spirit.  "  Behold  my  servant  whom  I  uphold,  mine 
elect  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth.  I  have  put  my 
Spirit  upon  him.  He  shall  bring  forth  judgment  unto 
the  Gentiles.^'  Here  is  the  beginning  of  a  stream  of 
prophecy  which  runs  on  gathering  new  strength  and 
sweeping  away  countless  obstacles  before  it.  I  will 
stop  at  one  point  in  that  stream,  at  the  words  which  we 
shall  be  reading  to-morrow.  "  Who  is  this  that  cometh 
from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah,  this  that 
is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatness  of 
his  strength  ?  '^     The  Jew  asks  whether  this  is  not  the 


I 


THE  CONQnEHOS  FBOM  BOZEAH. 

description  of  a  triumphant  conqueror  returning  froi 
the  defeat  of  the  Heathen.  Unquestionably.  The 
Church  which  appointed  the  service  for  Passion-week 
did  not  wish  us  to  forget  that  al!  the  symbols  of  the 
prophet  pointed  to  such  a  Person.  Only  she  wooli 
s  remember  that  He  is  the  same  person  whoaq 
visage  is  said  to  bo  marred  more  than  any  man's  ;  wh» 
is  declared  to  be  the  despised  and  rejected  of  men — i 

1  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief.     She  asks  | 
us  to  understand  that  out   of  that  contempt,  S 
aud  humiliation,  all  might  comes  ;  that  the   nationj 
could  never  be  subdued  except  by  one  who  wrestie< 
with  the  death  and  sin  which  aU  nations  share  together^ 
The  Jew  asks  again  whether  the  man  of  sorrows  mag[ 
not  be  laaiah  or  Hezekiah,  the  deserted  prophet,  th( 
humbled  kicg  ;  whether  he  may  not  exhibit  the  coiidi-4 
tion  of  the  Jewish  race  ?    Unquestionably, 
a  man  of  sorrows;  throughout  the  most  blessed  perioda^^ 
of  Hezeltiah's  life  he  was  a  man  of  sorrows.  The  Jewial^, 
race  is  representedthroughout  the  prophecy  uscruah.ee 
helpless,  broken; — hy  its  misery  and  desolation,  th| 
channel  of  blessings  to  mankind.     The  more  Isaiah, 
Hezekiah,  the  Jewish   nation,  understood  this  great 
secret,  this  divine  paradox,  the  more  was  each  enabled 
to  do  the  work  which  they  were  appointed  to  do  in  the 
world.     And  this  because  the  image  of  a  higher  and 
more  perfect  sorrow,  of  the  man  who  could  alone  be 
called  the  man  of  sorrows,  of  Him  who  enabled  them  to 
be  true  sorrowers,  of  one  sympathising  with  the  mind 
of  God  and  the  woes  of  His  creatures,  rose  then  more 
clearly  and  brightly  and  perfectly  before  them. — (liii.) 
Christian  brother !  if  thou  believest  in  such  a  man  of 
Borrows,  ask  how  thou  mayst  exhibit  His  image  by 
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suffering  with  thy  fellows.  Let  Passion- week  be  indeed 
a  witness  to  thee  that  thou  art  the  heir  of  the  same 
nature^  of  the  same  deaths  of  the  same  redemption 
with  them.  Jew,  Turk,  Heretic,  Infidel  brother  !  try 
whether  thou  canst  not  be  what  in  thy  best  hours  thou 
desirest  to  be ;  then  thou  wilt  believe  that  thou  needest 
a  sacrifice  offered  for  tho  sins  of  the  whole  world ;  that 
thou  needest  a  brother,  a  king,  who  can  make  thee  at 
one  with  thy  Father  in  Heaven,  and  so  enable  thee  to 
be  at  one  with  His  children  upon  earth. 
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DonbtleM  Then  art  our  Fatier,  thon^  Abniiam  be  igiuir>Dt  of  ■ 
aad  lanet  ackamrledge  he  not.    Thoa,  O  Lard,  art  oi     " 
oar  Bedeemer :  Tb j  Kame  ia  from  everlai 


Thb  last  passage  in  Isaiali's  prophecies  to  which  1 
alladed,  was  that  which  begins  with  the  words, 
is  thifi  that  cjjmeth  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garmei 
from  Bozrah  ?  "     I  conld  not  douht  that  these  v 
contained  the  description  of  a  mighty  conqneror ; 
conld  not  deny  the  Jewish  assertion  that  the  who! 
scenery  of  the  passage,  as  well  as  the  context  of  it,  ] 
us  to  think  of  a  Jewish  conqueror  returning  from  I 
victory  over  Gentile  hosts. 

This  being  admitted,  the  question  to  be  consider 
was,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  triomph  here  describ* 
how  was  it  or  will  it  be  won,  in  what  sense  and  n 
what  terms  has  the  Gentile  world,  represented  by  thei 
cities  of  Edom   and  Bozrah,  done  homage  or  will  i 
do  homage  to  the  Jewish  race  and  to  a  sovereign  o 
Jerusalem  ?     With  the  consideration  of  this  questioi 
I  shall  conclode  what  I  have  to  say  upon  this  g 
prophet.     Without  it  I  believe  we  could  neither  undn 
stand  the  visions  which  he  saw  concerning  Judah  a 
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Jerasalem^ — ^when  he  declared  that  God  had  nourished 
and  brought  up  children  and  that  they  had  rebelled 
against  Him,  that  God  would  ease  Him  of  His  adver- 
saries and  avenge  Him  of  His  enemies,  that  the  strong 
should  be  as  tow,  and  the  maker  of  it  as  a  spark,  and 
that  they  should  both  bum  together  and  none  should 
quench  them, — nor  that  vision  of  a  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth,  when  Jerusalem  should  be  a  rejoicing  and 
her  people  a  joy,  when  the  voice  of  weeping  should  no 
more  be  heard  in  her,  nor  the  voice  of  crying,  which 
cheered  him,  as  we  have  been  wont  to  believe,  before 
his  race  was  run  and  the  torch  of  prophecy  was  given 
into  some  other  hand. 

I  am  aware  that  an  argument  may  be  drawn  from 
those  allusions  to  Gentiles  upon  which  I  propose  to 
speak,  in  favour  of  the  notion  that  the  later  chapters  of 
this  book  were  not  written  by  Isaiah.  Why,  it  will  be 
asked,  should  such  allusions  be  so  much  more  frequent 
in  these  discourses  than  in  the  others  ?  Must  not  we 
suspect  that  they  belong  to  a  later  stage  of  the  history 
when  the  Jews  had  been  groaning  under  Gentile  govern- 
ment, as  in  the  seventy  years^  captivity,  rather  than 
to  the  time  of  Hezekiah,  when  they  had  had  no  such 
experience  ?  To  the  first  suggestion  I  answer,  that  the 
relations  into  which  Samaria  was  entering  with  the 
heathen  Syria,  and  Ahaz  with  the  heathen  Assyria,  were 
the  hint  and  occasion  of  IsaiaVs  earliest  inspirations ; 
that  a  struggle  between  heathendom  concentrated  in  the 
person  of  the  Assyrian  monarch,  and  the  holy  city  ruled 
by  Hezekiah,  is  the  subject  of  the  chapters  preceding 
the  fortieth ;  that  what  one  finds  in  the  succeeding 
chapters  is  not  the  record  or  anticipation  of  a  conflict 
of  a  different  kind,  but  a  clear  intimation  that  the 
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same  conflict  would  be  prolonged  for  many  generation! 
To  the  reason  given  for  referring  these  discourses  to  the 
later  yeai's  of  the  captivity,  I  answer  that  the  symbols 
of  the  warrior  who  fights  with  Edom  and  Eoarah,  are 
the  symbols  of  a  native  prince,  and  that  I  cannot  see 
why  upon  any  view  of  Isaiah's  mission  these  ahoald  have 
been  more  natural  in  a  time  when  there  was  no  native 
prince  and  no  prospect  of  any, — when  the  restoration 
of  the  city,  of  the  temple,  of  the  order  of  the  priests 
and  sacrifices,  not  the  establishment  of  a  throne  in 
Jerusalem,  was  that  which  patriots  and  holy  men  were 
expecting, — than  to  one  living  in  a  time  when  there 
was  such  a  throne,  an  actual  heir  of  David  sitting  npon 
it,  a  righteous  ruler,  one  who  had.  been  permitted  to 
assert  the  glory  of  Israel  and  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 

I  do  not  refer  to  the  authority  of  St.  Paul  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans  to  decido  this  question.  It  may 
be  said  reasonably  enough,  that  he  would  of  course 
quote  any  prophecy  by  the  title  which  it  ordinarily 
bore  in  his  day,  and  that  he  was  too  much  occupied 
with  his  subject  to  engage  in  a  discussion  which  had 
no  direct  bearing  upon  it.  But  I  refer  to  him  for 
the  light  he  throws  upon  the  actual  intention  of  the 
passages  which  I  am  considering. 

In  the  ninth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans 
he  had  been  speaking  of  the  great  heaviness  and  con- 
tinual sorrow  which  he  had  in  his  heart  when  he 
thought  of  the  condition  of  his  countrymen.  They 
were  his  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh ;  to  them  per- 
tained the  adoption  and  the  glory  and  the  covenants 
and  the  giving  of  the  law  and  the  promises.  Theirs 
were  the  fathers  ;  "  of  them,"  he  adds,  "  as  concerning 
the  flesh,  Christ  has  come,  who  is  over  all,  God  t 
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blessings        V 


The  inheritora  of  all  these  mighty  blessings 
L  to  him,  cutting  themaelves  off  from 
them.  He  could  not  help  seeing  that  a  tremendous 
crisis  was  at  hand,  that  in  a  few  years  the  holy  city 
and  the  temple  would  be  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
Gentiles,  that  the  great  empire  of  the  world  would 
extinguish  the  nation  which  it  had  subdued.  With  that 
prospect  before  him  the  apostle  had  wished, — could 
eyen  then  wish, — that  he  might  himself  be  accursed  if 
his  race  conld  be  preserved.  And  this  was  not  merely 
a  patriot's  passion.  The  truth  and  faithfulness  of  God, 
upon  which  his  own  existence  and  all  his  hopes  stood, 
seemed  involved  in  the  continued  preservation  of  the 
people  who  had  been  called  out  to  be  His  witnesses. 
To  contemplate  the  world  without  them,  was  like 
believing  that  all  the  past  had  been  nothing,  that  the 
whole  scheme  of  the  divine  government  had  been  set  at 
nought  and  defeated  by  man's  wiKulness.  No  dream 
of  a  possible  future,  no  thought  of  blessings  for  new 
tribes  and  kindreds  of  the  earth,  could  console  the 
apostle  under  such  a  thought.  It  was  anguish  to  Mm, 
not  as  a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews  only,  but  as  a  man. 
For  what  had  man  to  hope  for  but  the  knowledge  of 
God  ?  And  if  God  were  other  in  the  present  and  the 
future  than  He  had  revealed  Himself  in  the  past,  what 
knowledge  could  there  be  of  Him  or  of  His  ways  ? 

But  a  doep  discovery  had  been  made  to  the  inmost 
heart  of  St.  Paul,  which  had  sustained  him  through 
that  tremendous  personal  conflict  that  is  described  to  us 
in  the  seventh  chapter  of  hia  Epistle,  and  which  was  not 
less  available  in  these  doubts  concei-ning  the  destiny 
of  hia  own  race  and  of  mankind.  He  had  been  taught 
that  in  himself,  that  is  in  his  flesh,  dwelt  no  good 
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thing.  As  a  separate  creature  he  coiild  do  nothing 
that  was  right  to  do.  Yet  there  was  that  in  him  which 
was  perpetuitliy  aiming  at  something  good,  perpetnaily 
stmgghDg  and  desiring  to  be  in  conformity  with  this 
good.  Tliig  will,  this  spirit  in  him,  what  was  it? 
Whence  did  it  cotne  ?  It  pleased  God  to  show  him  that 
there  was  a  mighty  Deliverer  who  had  asserted  His 
own  dominion  over  this  feeble,  struggling,  sinking 
spirit,  who  had  declared  that  it  had  a  life  in  Him 
which  it  had  not  in  itself.  He  believed  that  this  Deli- 
verer was  the  Son  of  God,  and  He  had  been  manifested 
that  men  might  become  sons  of  God  in  Him. 

Baul  of  Tarsus,  circnracised  the  eighth  day,  brought 
np  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  in  the  straitest  sect  of  his 
religion,  bad  learnt  in  mature  life  that  his  descent  from 
Abraham,  his  circumcision,  his  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  his  strictness  in  fulfilling  it,  did  not  make  him  a 
true  and  righteous  man;  that  circumcision  and  the  law 
wero  witnesses  that  he  had  no  righteousness  of  his  own, 
but  was  righteous  only  in  virtue  of  his  relationship  to 
the  righteous  God.  This  relationship  he  now  knew  to 
be  a  real  one.  Christ  by  taking  flesh,  by  dying,  by 
rising  again,  had  proved  it  to  be  fixed,  eternal,  de- 
pendent on  no  accidents,  grounded  on  the  divine 
constitution  of  things.  What  a  light  did  this  throw 
npon  the  calling  of  the  Jewish  nation,  upon  the  end 
for  which  it  existed  !  Was  it  not  chosen  out  to  testify 
of  this  divine  relationship  ?  Were  not  the  covenant 
and  the  law  and  the  promises,  all  so  many  declarations 
that  God  who  is  a  Spirit  claims  the  spiritual  creature 
whom  He  had  formed  in  His  own  image,  as  His  servant 
and  His  child  ?  Was  not  the  sin  of  the  Jews  of  St. 
Paul's  day,  of  the  Pharisee  as  well  as  of  the  Sadducee, 
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that  he  did  not  estimate  enough  his  own  high  calling, 
that  he  was  content  to  be  a  child  of  Abraham,  when 
he  shoold  have  asserted  his  right  to  be  a  child  of  God? 
What  was  his  denial  of  Jesus,  his  cry  *^This  Man 
blasphemeth,  because  he  saith  he  is  the  Son  of  God,^^ 
but  saying  '  there  is  no  relationship,  no  living  bond 
between  us  and  God  ^  ? 

Now  such  men,  St.  Paul  saw,  could  not  be  the 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  nation,  could  not  per- 
petuate its  existence.  They  denied  the  very  law  and 
principle  of  its  existence ;  they  set  up  a  law  and  prin- 
ciple directly  in  opposition  to  that.  They  said,  ^'  we 
are  Jews  simply  because  we  can  trace  our  pedigree  up 
to  Abraham.'^  By  taking  that  ground,  they  renounced 
all  that  was  peculiar  in  their  position,  all  that  made  it 
other  and  nobler  than  that  of  any  heathen  people. 
They  simply  measured  their  privileges  of  descent 
against  the  privileges  of  Persian  or  Greek  or  Latin 
descent,  when  their  legislator  had  heaped  contempt 
upon  all  such  pride,  bidding  them  come  with  their 
baskets  of  fruits  before  the  Lord  and  say,  "A  Syrian 
ready  to  perish  was  my  father.^'  In  all  the  most 
memorable  passages  of  their  history,— those  which 
they  most  delighted  to  dwell  upon,  because  they  seemed 
to  cut  them  ofE  from  the  neighbouring  tribes, — in  the 
rejection  of  Ishmael,  in  the  preference  of  Jacob  to  Esau, 
a  testimony  had  been  given  that  not  the  seed  of  the 
flesh,  but  the  seed  of  the  promise,  was  the  heir,  that 
God  not  Abraham  was  the  source  of  their  national  life. 
And  therefore  the  apostle  triumphantly  argues,  that 
those  Israelites  who  like  himself  were  maintaining  the 
reaKty  of  these  promises,  their  own  actual  relationship 
to  God,  and  were  looking  upon  their  descent  from 
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Abraham  aa  entirely  accidental  and  subordinate  to  this, 
were  in  fact  maintaining  the  perpetuity  of  the  Jewish 
nation ;  that  in  them  God's  assurance  that  its  perma- 
nence should  be  greater  than  that  of  the  hills  and 
mountains,  that  he  had  not  and  would  not  cast  away 
His  people,  was  vindicated  and  accomphshed. 

Now  when  he  had  made  this  statement  good  by 
other  arguments  and  appeals  to  other  passages  of 
Scripture,  he  adds,  "Esaiaa  also  crieth  concerning 
Israel,  'though  the  number  of  the  children  of  Israel  be 
as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  a  remnant  shall  he  saved.  For 
He  will  finish  the  work  and  cut  it  short  in  righteous- 
ness :  because  a  short  work  will  the  Lord  make  upon 
the  earth.'  And  as  Esaias  said  before, '  Except  the  Lord 
of  Sabaoth  had  loft  na  a  seed,  we  had  been  aa  Sodoma 
and  been  made  like  unto  Gomorrha.'  "  Here  then  is 
8t.  Paul's  inspired  commentary  upon  that  series  of  pas- 
sages in  Isaiah's  prophecies  which  speak  of  a  remnant, 
— a  series  most  memorable  and  most  characteristic  of 
the  earlier  portion  of  the  book,  as  some  of  the  learned 
and  intelligent  writers  who  are  anxious  to  separate  it 
from  the  latter  portion,  have  clearly  perceived.  But 
understand  Isaiah's  doctrine  respecting  the  remnant  as 
St.  Paul  understood  it  (and  I  remarked  in  a  previous 
lecture  that  we  must  utterly  distort  the  prophet's 
plainest  illustrations  and  destroy  the  contrast  as  well 
as  the  connection  of  his  book,  if  we  put  any  other  sense 
upon  these  expressions,  if  we  suppose  for  instance  that 
the  remnant  were  merely  a  few  faithful  men  saved  out 
of  a  ruining  nation  instead  of  being  the  proof  that  it 
was  not  ruined,  that  the  kernel  of  it  lived  when  the 
leaves  and  boughs  were  broken  off), — and  then  the 
most  characteristic  parts  of  the  latter  prophecy  also 
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acqaire  a  new  and  striking  significance.  For  instance, 
the  ■words  wiiicli  I  have  taken  as  my  text  this  after- 
noon, seem  as  if  they  were  written  expressly  to  estab- 
lish the  trnth  which  St.  Paul  discovered  in  the  prophet, 
and  by  doing  so  they  illuminate  and  harmonise  a  multi- 
tude of  passages  in  these  discourses  with  wlitch  they 
have  no  apparent  relation.  The  sore  and  tremendous 
discipline  to  which  the  nation  has  been  subjected, 
leads  it  to  exclaim  at  last,  "Doubtless  thou  art  our 
Father,  though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us  and  Israel 
acknowledge  ns  not."  God  had  been  leading  it  by  all 
its  humiliations  to  this  conviction.  Once  brought  to 
it,  this  race  was  what  God  had  meant  it  to  be ;  it  was 
capable  of  doing  the  work  and  achieving  the  victories 
which  He  bad  destined  for  it. 

What  these  victories  were,  St.  Pan!,  still  continaing 
to  illustrate  and  interpret  Isaiah,  will  also  teach  ua. 
He  begins  by  explaining  the  nature  of  his  countrymen's 
unbehef.  Ho  does  it  in  the  words  of  our  prophet. 
"They  stumbled,"  he  says,  "at  that  stumbling-stone, 
aaitis  written, 'Behold  I  lajinZion  a  stumbling-stone 
and  a  rock  of  offence :  and  whosoever  believeth  on  him 
shall  not  be  ashamed.'  "  He  makes  the  application  of 
this  passage  clear  by  saying  that  bis  countrymen  have 
a  zeal  for  God,  but  not  according  to  knowledge,  for 
being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness  and  going  about 
to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  they  have  not 
submitted  to  the  righteousness  of  God.  '  Christ,'  he 
adds, '  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
one  that  believeth.'  This  foundation,  this  uuder-ground 
of  the  national  fabric,  this  comer-stone  of  its  unity,  he 
proclaims  to  be  a  living  and  righteous  Person,  He  who 
stood  on  this  ground,  he  who  believed  in  this  righteous 
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Person,  was  righteous,  was  united  to  his  brethren.  He 
who  sought  to  be  righteous  in  himself,  lost  his  righteous- 
ness by  that  very  effort;  he  became  selfish,  self-exalting', 
separate  from  his  fellows.  The  one  was  '  not  ashamed,' 
was  not  disappointed  of  that  which  he  sought ;  he  had 
a  real  righteousness,  which  made  itself  visible  in  his 
acts.  He  'did  not  make  haste;'  he  was  not  restless 
and  feverish,  striving  to  justify  himself,  to  make  out  a 
case  for  himself,  or  to  obtain  an  apparent  righteousness 
in  the  sight  of  men.  The  other  was  always  busy,  con- 
triving, inventing  fresh  plans  to  make  amends  for  past 
disappointments,  exhibiting  no  results  of  his  weary 
activity,  but  discontent  with  himself  who  was  ever 
twining  ropes  of  sand;  discontent  with  God  who  reaped 
where  He  had  not  sown ;  discontent  with  his  brethren 
who  were  always  hindering  him  or  eclipsing  him.  The 
quiet  faith  in  the  foundation  as  opposed  to  this  restless- 
ness, St.  Paul  describes  in  words  taken  from  the  book 
of  Deuteronomy,  and  which  he  intei-preta  by  the  divine 
Light,  "  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth  and 
in  thy  heart :  that  is,  the  word  of  faith,  which  we 
preach  ;  that  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved." 

He  repeats  again  part  of  Isaiah's  words  that  we 
may  know  he  is  still  commenting  upon  them.  Then  he 
passes  by  what  may  seem  at  first  a  sudden  transition 
to  the  Gentiles,  and  the  relation  between  them  and  the 
Jews.  "  For  there  is  no  difference,"  he  says,  "between 
the  Jew  and  the  Greek  :  for  the  same  Lord  over  all 
is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  Him.  For  whosoever 
shall  call  upon  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  shall  he  saved." 
What  is  the  connection  between  these  passages?     I 
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|- apprehend  it  is  this.  Ab  long  as  hia  countrymen  were 
I  seeking  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  so  long 
I  they  could  not  acknowledge  a  common  ground  for  them 
I  and  for  other  men  to  stand  upon.  They  must  prove  a 
r  title  for  themselves  resting  on  their  hereditary  privi- 
l  Jeges  or  on  their  personal  holiness  which  would  exclude 
'  others.  But  the  moment  tbey  acknowledged  the  foun- 
dation which  was  laid,  the  moment  they  felt  it  to  be 
the  rock  on  which  they  were  standing, — not  a  rock  of 
offence, — that  moment  they  confessed  a  fonndatiou 
large  enough  for  the  whole  human  race, — they  asserted 
r  tiLeir  privilege  to  be  tkie,  that  they  were  heralds  of 
I  blessing  to  the  human  raoe.  St.  Paul  goes  on  to  show 
L  tow  Isaiah  having  seen  and  understood  this  to  be 
I  the  basis  of  his  nation's  existence  and  glory,  imme- 
diately perceived  that  it  must  be  a  herald  to  the  world. 
He  quotes  the  words  from  the  fifty-second  chapter, 
"How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  prench  the 
Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  gh!  tidings  of  good  tbmgs!" 
The  apostle  does  not,  indeed,  pretend  that  these  words 
were  first  of  all  applicable  to  the  Gentiles.  He  kuew 
that  the  prophet  had  said  in  that  chapter,  "  Say  to  the 
Elite*  of  Jiidah,  Behold  your  God."  He  knew  that  the 
first  work  of  the  righteous  king,  the  first  duty  of  every 
righteous  Jew,  was  to  tell  his  countrymen  of  the  cove- 
nact  which  God  had  made  with  them,  of  the  founda- 
tion which  God  had  laid  for  them  in  Zion.  But  he 
quotes  again  from  the  fifty-third  chapter  of  Isaiah,  the 
words,  "  Lord,  who  hath  believed  our  report,"  to  shew 
that  the  message  was  delivered,  and  that  those  to  whom 
^^  it  was  proclaimed  did  not  receive  it.  And  therefore  be 
^L  adds,  "  Isaiah  is  very  bold  and  saith,  '  I  was  found  of 
^1  them  that  sought  me  not ;  I  was  made  manifest  onto 
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Ihom  that  asked  not  after  me;'  but  to  Israel  he  saibl 
'  All  day  long  have  I  (stretched  forth  my  hands  nnto  fi 
disobediont  and  gainsaying  people.'  " 

These  are  not  mere  chance  passages  taken  ont  for  a 
particular  purpose.  They  suggest  hints  which  discover 
to  us  the  whole  mind  of  the  Prophet  as  well  as  of  the 
Ap(}stle,  and  the  close  national  and  spiritual  sympathy 
by  which  at  the  distance  of  seven  hundred  years  they 
were  united.  Isaiah  was  profoundly  convinced  that 
the  words  which  he  had  quoted  from  an  older  seer 
would  be  fulfilled;  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's 
house  would  bo  established  on  the  top  of  the  mountains, 
and  all  nations  should  flow  unto  it;  from  Zion  should 
go  forth  the  law  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jeru- 
salem. He  was  learning  all  his  life,  till  the  very  end 
ot  it,  what  made  such  a  prediction  apparently  incredible 
and  impossible,  most  incredible  and  impossible  to  the 
wisest  man  who  knew  hia  country  best.  He  was  all 
his  life,  to  the  very  end  of  it,  learning  in  what  way 
this  assurance  would  be  realised.  And  now  that  he 
has  fully  apprehended  the  presence  of  the  invisible 
Redeemer  and  King,  the  Wisdom,  the  Counsellor,  now 
that  sorrow  has  taught  him  not  only  to  reconcile  the 
characters  of  the  sufferer,  the  despised  and  rejected, 
with  the  warrior  and  the  conqueror,  but  to  feel  that 
every  great  battle  must  be  fought  by  self-sacrifice,  that 
the  greatest  conquest  must  come  through  the  greatest 
humiliation ;  now  he  is  prepared  for  the  last  and  highest 
revelation,  the  revelation  of  the  great  Head  oiHumaniiy, 
of  Him  in  whom  all  the  nations  are  to  he  blessed.  It 
was  not  a  future  king  of  Israel  that  was  revealed  to  him, 
but  One  who  was  then  reigning.  It  was  not  a  stone 
that  was  to  be  hereafter  laid  that  was  revealed  to  him. 
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bat  one  tliat  was  ]fl.iti  then.  It  was  not  some  great 
champion  of  humanity  who  should  appear  at  some 
distant  time,  but  One  who  was  then  and  always  had 
been,  the  Light  o£  men.  It  was  not  some  future  con- 
qaeror  that  should  arise  to  claim  the  Gentiles  aa  his 
subjects;  it  was  One  who  was  then  asserting  by  judg- 
ments and  deliverances  His  dominion  over  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth ;  who  was  declaring  Himself  King  of  Kings, 
and  Lord  of  Lords;  who  was  putting  down  the  iuhuman, 
anarchical,  godless  power,  which  asserted  its  own  title 
to  universal  dominion. 

Isaiah  then  had  a  gospel  for  the  nations  in  his  own 
day.  He  felfc  that  his  high  calling  aa  a  Jew  was  to 
preach  that  gospel.  But  if  it  was  a  true  gospel,  it  must 
contain  in  itself  a  pledge  and  promise  of  acts  to  be 
done  that  had  not  yet  been  done,  of  words  to  be  spoken 
that  had  been  kept  secret  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  The  Word,  the  Coansellor,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
could  not  always  be  hidden,  could  not  always  be  seen 
ic  imperfect  human  mirrors,  could  not  always  work 
through  secondary  agents.  The  Sufferer  could  not 
always  be  known  only  in  the  sufferings  of  those  who 
had  caught  a  portion  of  His  life  and  sympathy.  The 
Conqueror  could  not  only  assert  His  dominion  over 
Edom  or  Bozrah,  or  over  even  one  mighty  empire  that 
tried  its  strength  with  His.  There  must  corae  a 
moment,  when  all  the  subordinate  actors  in  God's 
drama  should  give  way  to  the  one  central  hero  of  it : 
when  all  its  preparatory  confliots  and  crises  should  be 
a;athered  up  into  one  which  He  ahouW  carry  on  alone, 
having  of  the  people  none  with  Him,  "  That  moment," 
says  St,  Paul,  "is  come.  The  battle  is  fought,  the 
victory  is  won.  The  Son  of  God  has  been  down  into 
T  2 
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Jews,  with  the  enemies  of  Gentiles,  He  has  fong^ht. 
proclnim  Htm  the  Deliverer  and  King  of  Mankind, 
the  spring  and  sonrce  of  a  new  life  to  a  race  of  fallen 
spirits, — created  to  be  the  sons  of  God,  created  to  bear 
His  likeness.  We  bid  yon  believe  that  God  in  raising- 
Him  from  the  dead,  has  claimed  jou  for  hia  children 
and  given  yon  a  right  to  say,  '  Doubtless  ThoQ  art  oar 
Father,  thongh  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  as,  and  Israel 
acknowledge  us  not.'  I  bid  yon  not  only  believe  tha 
with  yoar  heart,  but  confess  it  with  your  mouth, 
bid  yon  say  to  all  the  cations,  IXrobtless  He  is  j 
Father,  though  yon  can  mate  out  no  proof  that  ] 
are  sons  of  Abrsham.  And  thus,  and  thus  only,  shall 
the  Gentiles  be  subdued  to  Judafa  and  Jerusalem ;  thus 
only  shall  it  be  se«n  that  a  word  has  gone  forth  &t>^^ 
Mount  Zion  which  has  power  to  mske  aQ  t 
yea,  to  create  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth.** 

St.  Paul  has  coairaeated  npon  Isaiah;  tlw  li 
of  the  modem  world  has  oonskeaitad  upon  St.  ] 
Is  it  a  dream  or  a  fact  that  the  Jewish  n 
a  sharp  threshing  instnimeDt,  boating  in  pieoeB  1 
nations,  that  it  has  ass^ted  its  doniaioa  over  tf 
that  it  has  compelled  them,  however  i 
accept  the  xoke  of  a  Son  of  David  ?    Whien  yoB  6 
of  tltoee  yoa  hav«  seat  or  heard  (rf  who  bear  tb»  m 
of  Jews,  JOB  aie  £spoEed  to  aaswor  that  there  k 
indeed  a  very  poweifal  lafiaeBce  p>tng  forth  boa  ll 
that  aa  Europe  has  feh  it  aad  ooaflKsed  k ; 
to  far  from  b^g  a  sjurttaal  or  etenAi^  i 
has  bean  nitet^y  inuaom 
fomal  and  systeMatie  • 
woctd*  ttnk  BOMiy  ia  ll»  pMn*  whack  v 
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god  which  is  to  be  worsliipped  in  it.  But  a  moTuent's 
thought  will  shew  you  that  when  you  are  making  this 
statement,  you  are  not  speaking  of  a  Jewish  nation  at 
all,  but  merely  of  those  who  exist  in  eveiy  laud  to 
proclaim  that  there  is  no  Jewish  nation,  that  there  is 
nothing  to  hind  together  the  fragments  which  might 
compose  one.  However  mucli  you  may  wonder  at  the 
mysterious  and  awful  power  which  these  chaotic  relics 
of  a  former  universe  have  been  able  to  oxert  over 
civilised  societies,  at  the  influence  which  they  have 
obtained  over  the  counsels  of  statesmen  and  princes ; 
however  striking  the  fact  may  seen  to  you  (and  there 
are  few  facta  raore  striking) — that  in  every  temple  of 
Mammon  there  are  men  bearing  witness  of  a  living  God, 
reverencing  the  books  which  declare  that  they  are  meant 
to  be  a  race  of  priests  to  Him, — you  must  be  very  blind 
to  all  the  records  of  history  if  yon  suppose  that  this  is 
the  kind  of  trophy  by  which  the  Hebrew  race  has 
asserted  and  is  asserting  its  dominion  over  Gentile  faith 
and  Gentile  intellect.  The  fishermen  of  Galilee,  the 
tent-maker  of  Tarsus,  when  they  had  once  learnt  to  say, 
"  Doubtless  Thou  art  our  Father,  though  Abraham  be 
ignorant  of  us  and  Israel  acknowledge  us  not,"  went 
forth  with  that  proclamation  of  a  one  Father  who  hud 
eent  forth  His  only  begotten  Son,  to  adopt  all  kindreds 
of  the  earth  into  His  family  and  to  baptise  them  with 
His  Spirit,  Before  that  testimony,  proceeding  from 
those  insignificant  lips,  backed  by  no  authority,defended 
by  no  subtle  arguments,  the  Roman  Pantheon  fell  down. 
All  the  attempts  of  Greek  Neo- Platonic  wit  and  wisdom 
to  reconstruct  it,  to  fill  the  heavens  with  a  new  set 
of  earthly  demons  surmounted  by  a  philosophical 
abstraction,  failed  utterly.     The  power  of  emperors 
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wati  0,3  iveak  as  that  of  teachers  j  they  strtiggled, 
persecuted,  succumbed,  and  were  broken  in  pieces. 
Was  not  this  the  triumphant  march  of  a  conqueror, 
coming  with  dyed  garments,  travelling  in  the  greatnesB 
of  his  strength  ?  And  was  not  this  Conquei'or  He  of 
whom  it  was  written  in  letters  of  Greek  and  Latin  and 
Hebrew,  "  This  is  the  King  of  the  Jews  "  F  And  was 
not  the  cross  on  which  those  letters  were  written  the 
symbol  of  His  triumph  ?  Was  it  not  the  cross  in  which, 
as  St.  Paul  declares,  the  Wisdom  and  Power  as  well  as 
the  Lo7e  of  God  manifested  themselves  to  man  ? 

Here  was  a  new  heaven,  more  perfectly  a  newheaver, 
than  Isaiah  had  ever  dreamed  of ; — a  heaven  peopled 
no  longer  with  dark,  capricious,  malignant  forms,  such 
as  it  appeared  to  the  eye  of  the  poor  wayfai-er,  and  no 
leas  to  the  eye  of  the  priest  who  was  busy  in  devising 
means  of  making  some  one  of  these  forma  propitious  to 
the  particular  locality  over  which  it  ruled;  nor  yet  & 
cold  expanse  lighted  up  by  a  distant  star  here  and 
there,  as  it  looked  to  the  philosopher;  but  the  home  of 
One  who,  of  His  tender  love  towards  men,  gave  His 
only  Son  to  take  their  flesh  upon  Him  and  sufier 
death,  that  all  mankind  should  follow  the  example  of 
His  great  humility;  a  heaven  from  which  there  came, 
and  could  come,  nothing  but  light  and  blessing  to  the 
earth.  And  just  so  far  as  this  new  heaven  was  con- 
fessed, as  fresh  mists  from  below  did  not  darken  and 
conceal  it,  there  was  alao  k  new  earth.  Men  went 
forth  to  till  and  subdue  the  ground  with  a  sense  that 
they  had  a  Father's  blessiog  and  a  Father's  command 
to  cheer  them  and  give  them  confidence  in  the  work. 
The  Woman  rose  to  her  rightful  glory  as  one  of  her 
,nd  kindred,  whom  He  that  ie  miyhty  had  magni- 
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fied  i  the  serf  knew  that  lie  waB  the  brother  of  the 
King  who  had  taken  the  form  of  a  servant,  of  the  Son 
who  came  to  make  all  free.  All  this  came  to  pass 
when  the  root  out  of  the  dry  ground  which  Isaiah 
spoke  of,  proved  to  be  the  root  of  the  feelings,  thoughts, 
habits  of  mind  which  had  sprung  up, — not  untended, 
not  neglected  by  the  Divine  Husbandman, — on  the 
Gentile  soil ;  when  the  God  of  Abraham  was  shewn  to 
be  the  great  King  above  all  gods. 

But  the  new  heaven  has  been  darkened  with  the  old 
idolatrous  and  evil  forma,  and  therefore  the  new  earth 
has  been  stained  with  the  old  crimes  and  oppressions. 
Christian  men,  forgetting  the  great  truth  which  they 
have  inlierited  from  the  Jew,  have  relapsed  into 
heathen  notions  and  conceptions,  have  thought  of  God 
as  altogether  such  an  one  as  themselves.  Again  and 
again  these  tendencies  have  reached  a  fearful  height 
in  the  Christian  Church,  men  have  wearied  themselves 
in  the  greatness  of  their  way,  they  have  become  es- 
hausted  with  their  multitudinous  superstitions  and 
with  the  philosophical  schemes  and  scofis  which  have 
encountered  them.  Then  there  has  come  a  revival 
always  brought  about  by  a  recurrence, — too  often  a 
partial  and  one-sided  recurrence,  —  to  old  Hebrew 
maxims  and  principles.  Mahometanism  proclaiming 
an  absolute  divine  Sovereign,  to  whom  all  owed 
allegiance  and  devotion,  struck  at  one  part  of  the 
heathenism  to  which  Christendom  had  yielded.  It  had 
the  blessed  effect  of  teaching  Christendom  by  its  great 
denial,  practically  as  well  as  theoretically,  to  grasp  the 
truth, — that,  if  the  Sovereign  is  to  be  a  Father,  there 
must  be  a  Son  who  is  honoured  even  as  He  is  honoured. 
When  that  belief  had  degenerated  into  the  ackuow- 
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ledgment  of  an  earthly  Father  as  the  centre  and  boi 
of  Christian  society  :  when  heathen  notions  of  sacri- 
fices, heathen    confusions    between    the   sacrifice   and 

a  to  whom  it  was  presented,  had  crept  in  under  the 
shiidowof  that  doctrine;  when  the  clasaical  heathenism, 
which  arose  with  the  revival  of  letters,  had  partly 
shaken  the  ecclesiastical  heathenism,  partly  incorpo- 
rated itself  with  it ; — the  Jewish  faith  of  the  Reformers 
appeared  with  its  protest  against  idolatry,  with  its 
assertion  of  a  direct  relationship  between  God  and 
vith  a  Gospel  from  God  to  man. 

But  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  Christ  is  rej 
by  the  saccesaors  of  Reformers,  as  well  as  by  those  wl 
oppose  them,  rather  as  the  head  of  their  sect  who 
pEfstiaded  the  Lord  of  the  universe  to  save  them 
1  which  he  had  designed  for  it,  than  aj 
well-beloved  Son  who  has  perfectly  accomplished 
Father's  will  by  giving  Himself  up  for  men,  in  wh< 
lovingkindneea  we  see  the  perfect  image  of  His  loving, 
kindness,  from  whom  He  came  and  with  whom  He 
dwells.  Instead  of  btgiuning  with  a  declaration  of 
God's  will  to  men  as  Jewish  prophets  and  apostles  did, 
we  are  trying  to  heap  up  mountains  by  which  men  mAj  j 
climb  to  heaven,  Uke  the  giants  of  heathen  fable.  Aq^] 
as  always  must  be  the  case  where  there  is  such  an  in- 
version of  right  order,  our  schemes  and  devices  become 
infinite.  Each  asserts  a  right  to  his  own,  each  com- 
plaina  of  the  arbitrariness  and  uncertainty  of  every 
other.  There  are  hopeless  attempts  to  settle 
questions  by  appeal  to  some  absolute  authority ;— i 
hopeless  attempts  to  settle  them  by  appeals  to 
man's  individual  judgment.  Divines,  churches, 
dispute  J  statesmen  and  economists  say  tiiat  the  eartlt^ 
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hag  maximB  of  its  own,  which  regulate  it  wholly 
iri-eapective  of  any  divine  Law  of  Righteousness,  the 
nature  of  which  we  seem  unable  to  settle.  Those 
maxims  are  fouud  by  the  peoples  of  all  lands  intoler- 
able, setting  man  agsinst  man,  making  the  gold  of 
Ophir  precious  above  all  the  beings  who  toil  for  it. 
The  stronger  of  them  say,  "  We  will  have  a  new  earth, 
at  least,  since  we  cannot  have  a  new  heaven."  Their 
endeavours  to  produce  one  on  such  conditions  prove 
larchical  and  suicidal. 
It  is  no  strange  faith,  at  such  a  time,  which  many 
brought  up  in  most  different  schools  seem  beginning  to 
entertain,  that  the  old  Jewish  race  may  still  have  its 
old  work  to  do  for  the  world,  that  it  may  re-appear  ea 
a  nation, — a  nation  of  conquerors, — when  men  least 
expect  it,  that  so  the  visions  of  prophets  may  very 
strictly  and  literally  accomplish  themselves.  It  is  do 
strange  faith,  but  one  which  men  reading  the  book  of 
God's  word  by  the  light  of  facts  find  it  hard  to  escape 
from.  I  would  check  no  one  either  in  the  indulgence 
of  the  salutary  terrors  which  may  arise  iu  hie  mind 
•V  he  reads  St.  Paul's  words,  "  Thou  wilt  say  then, 
'  the  branches  were  broken  off  that  I  might  be  graffed 
Well ;  because  of  unbelief  they  were  broken  off, 
and  thou  standest  by  fuith.  Be  not  highminded,  but 
fear.  For  if  God  spared  not  the  natural  branches, 
take  heed  !i:at  He  also  spare  not  thee."  Highminded 
Greeks,  Latins,  Teutons  !  surely  we  may  all  think  of 
this  solemn  saying,  and  tremble  lest  God's  vineyard, 
the  fruits  of  which  we  have  not  rendered  to  Him  but 
taken  to  ourselves,  should  be  given  to  another  race. 
Nur  will  I  quench  any  hope  which  baa  been  drawn 
fcom  the  words,  "  And  they  also  if  they  abide  not  in 
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uubeliof,  eliall  be  graffed  in.     For  God  is  able  to  graS 
them  in   again,"     A    tJiought   most  cheering    surely, 
with   whatever   punishments    to  ourselves    it   may 
accompanied  ;  a  promise  that  the  new  heaven  and  the 
new  earth  shall  both  have  their  realisation.     But  I 
would  desire  that  we  should  connect  these  thoughts 
with  two  others.     One  is  that  this  blessing  can  only 
come  to  the  outcasts  of  Israel  when  they  shall  give  up 
saying    to    thomaelvesj    "  We    have    Abraham  to  onr 
father;  "  when  renouncing  all  faith  in  the  power  o£ 
their  gold,  in  their  intellectual  gifts,  in  their  CaaDaBiaIlr^ 
bloodj  they  shall  cry,  "  Doubtless  Thou  art  our  Fath»ji' 
though  Abraham  be  ignorant  of  ua  and  Israel  acknovi 
ledge  us  not."     So  they  will  establish  their  epiriti 
descent  from  all  the  great  men  who  have  been  befoi 
them,   BO  they  will  claim  to   be  parts  of  an  orgai 
nation  which  has  never  been  extinct,  because  thoug] 
it  has  been  banished  from  its  old  sod  it  has  stood 
the  person  of  its  diviue  King. 

The  other  caution  is  this.     We,  brethren,  have  HI 
right  to  believe  that  these  prophecies,  whatever  fn 
fulfilments  may  come  out  of  them,  are  yet  unfulfillf 
We  exist  only  to  witness  of  their  fulfilment.     Eaatt 
day  says  to  us,  a  new  and  regenerate  life  of  the  uni 
verse   has   begun.     We  baptized  men  are  to  tell  all 
nations  that  it  has  begun.     If  you  say,  "  Doubtless 
Thou  art  our  Father," — to  whatever  tribe,  or  race,  or 
nation  you  belong, — "  our  Father  who  hast  redeemed 
us,  justified   us,  reconciled  us,  given   us  a  new  an^ 
divine  life  in  Thy  Sou,"  you  dwell  in  a  new  heavenJ 
If,  in  the  faith  of  that  heaven  and  of  your  citizenship 
in  it,  you  go  forth  to  all  your  duties  as  members  of  a 
natiouj  as  members  of  families, — if  you  remember  thab 


aH 

lie^l 


XTU1.3  W£  MAY  ACT  AS  17  IT  W£liB.  881 

the  Lord  by  whom  you  live  has  died  and  lived  for 
every  man  whom  you  meet,  that  any  good  you  do  that 
man  is  a  good  done  to  Him, — that  any  wrong  you  do 
that  man  is  a  wrong  done  to  Him^ — you  will  prove 
that  there  is  a  new  earth  receiving  light  from  that  new 
heaven^  an  earth  wherein  also  dwelleth  righteousness 
and  peace.  The  visions  in  the  sixty-fifth  chapter  of 
Isaiah^  visions  for  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  are  visions 
indeed  of  all  spiritual  blessings^  of  that  which  the  eye 
cannot  see,  nor  the  ear  hear,  nor  the  heart  conceive. 
But  grounded  on  these  are  visions  of  earthly  blessed- 
ness which  Qod  has  joined  to  them,  which  we  must  not 
put  asunder.  ''They  shall  build  houses  and  inhabit 
them.  They  shall  plant  vineyards  and  eat  the  fruit  of 
them.  They  shall  not  build  and  another  inhabit;  thoy 
shall  not  plant  and  another  eat.  For  as  the  days  of  a 
tree,  are  the  days  of  my  people,  and  mine  elect  shall 
long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands.  They  shall  not 
labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble.  Fijr  they 
are  the  seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
offspring  with  them.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
before  they  call,  I  will  answer ;  and  wliile  tht»y  are  yet 
speaking  I  will  hear.  The  wolf  and  the  lamb  shall 
feed  together,  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the 
bullock,  and  dust  shall  be  the  serpent's  meat.  They 
shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain, 
saith  the  Lord/' 
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(tMicoln'g  Inn,  lit  Sunday  a-flir  Eaalrr.— April  18,  1358.) 

Hat  tbon,  Bethlehem  EphraUh,  though  thoQ  be  little  Bmong  the 
tbousaods  of  Jndah,  yet  out  of  thee  shall  he  coma  forth  unto  ine 
that  is  to  be  rular  in  laraelj  wboae  goiuge  forth  have  bseo  from 
o£  old,  from  everlaBting.— MccAH  v.  S. 

MicAH  the  Morasthite  was  a  contemporarj  of  Isaiali, 
The  word  of  the  Lord  is  said  to  have  come  to  him  in 
the  days  of  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and  Hezekiah.  From  a 
passage  in  Jereraiah,  which  I  shall  notice  hereafter,  it 
would  seem  that  his  prophetical  work  belonys  to  the 
last  of  these  reigns.  He  was  therefore  younger  than 
Isaiah.  He  may  have  been  one  of  those  disciples  to 
whom  he  committed  his  testimony.  There  are  many 
striking  resemblances  in  his  short  book  to  the  one  which 
we  have  been  examining  during  the  last  six  weeks. 
Ho  quotes  the  paasage  respecting  the  last  days  which 
Isaiah  himself  probably  quoted  from  an  older  prophet. 
Though  his  commentai-y  is  very  differentj  his  attention 
may  first  have  been  drawn  to  it  by  hearing  Isaiah'a 
discourse.  The  woea  which  he  denounces  upon  the 
great  'men  of  the  land  who  practise  evil  because  it  is 
in  the  power  of  their  hand ;  who  covet  fields  and  take 
them  by  violence ;  who  oppress  a  man  and  his  hocae. 
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evea  a  mBn  and  his  lieritiige,'  recall  those  splendid 
passages  in  which  Isaiah  luid  bare  the  corruptions  of  a 
time  of  eeeiug,  nay  of  actually  coram  en  cing,  reforma- 
tion. The  hypocrisy  of  that  time  preaents  itself  to 
Micah  with  the  same  terrible  force  as  it  did  to  the  son 
of  Amoz.  Theic  13  a  community  of  sentiment  between 
them  which  indicates,  I  think,  more  than  the  fact  that 
they  were  writing  concerning  the  same  condition  of 
society;  though  one  cannot  dare  positively  to  affirm 
that  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  master  and  scholar. 

The  influence  of  Isaiah  upon  him,  however  exerted, 
we  may  be  sure  served  to  awaken  his  spirit,  not  to 
crush  it, — to  make  him  conscious  of  a  native  inspira- 
tion, not  to  supply  him  with  second-hand  phrases  and 
notions.  He  may  have  had  a  pious  affection  for  expres- 
sions,  modes  of  thought,  subiects  which  hia  predecessor 
and  guide  had  first  brought  before  him;  he  might  like 
to  recur  to  them,  nay  prefer  thern  to  those  which 
strictly  belonged  to  himself.  But  his  delight  in  them 
would  arise  from  the  fact,  that  the  hour  when  he  re- 
ceived the  lessou  was  one  of  new  inward  revelation ;  or 
that,  if  he  did  not  understand  or  heed  it  at  first  hear- 
ing, it  came  back  to  him  in  some  time  of  confusion  and 
distress,  tolling  him  where  he  might  find  the  clearness 
and  deliverance  which  no  school  and  no  mortal  voice 
could  impart.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  are  any 
passages  in  this  book,  which  give  us  more  the  feeling 
that  Micah  was  standing  face  to  face  with  both  the 
visible  things  and  ^he  invisible  truths  which  he  speaks 
of,  than  those  which  he  has  in  common  with  laaiah, 
and  which  some  might  say  he  borrowed  from  him. 
appears  to  have  lived  in  the  country  parts  of  Judasa^  I 
while  Isaiah's  work   was   mainly   in  the   city.     The 


mcAB  A  coumii  pbophr. 


I 


iheDom0n&  of  nstore  are  tberefore  all  fAtnilisr  to 
He  connect!)  with  the  convnlsiocs  of  the  earth  political 
wtonoB  and  eftrthqtwkes  which  were  aboot  to  visit  his 
coontry.  "The  Lord  cometh  forth  oat  of  His  pUee, 
sod  witi  come  down,  and  tread  npon  the  hieb  placesof 
the  earth.  And  the  monntains  ahall  be  molten  nnder 
Him,  and  the  rallefs  shall  be  cleft,  as  wax  before  the 
fire,  and  aa  the  waters  that  are  ponred  down  a  ateep 
plac«.  For  the  transgression  of  Jacob  is  all  this,  and 
for  the  sina  of  the  hoase  of  Israel."  The  g^rasping  land- 
holder; the  poor  man  cast  ont  of  the  honse  in  which 
his  fathers  dwelt;  the  reckless  violence  of  the  soldiers 
spread  over  the  country,  "  who  palled  off  the  robe  with 
the  garment  of  them  that  passed  by  securely  as  men 
averse  from  war;"  the  women  and  children  driven  from 
their  houses  by  creditors,  who,  in  violation  of  the  Mosaic 
law,  seized  their  goods  and  their  raiment  for  the  debts 
of  their  hnabands  and  fathers ;  these  are  no  pictures 
presented  to  the  imagination  of  the  prophet ;  he  has 
seen  them  with  his  eyes.  And  when  he  cries  at  the 
Bif^ht  of  them,  "  Arise  and  depart,  for  this  is  not  your 
rest," — meaning  by  those  words,  I  believe,  "  Begone, 
tyrants,  into  a  land  of  captivity,  for  you  have  deter- 
mined that  this  land  of  yours  shall  be  polluted  and 
shall  be  no  resting-place  for  you  or  for  your  brethren," 
he  has  I  he  clearest  assurance  in  his  own  mind  that 
this  must  be  the  effect  of  the  evils  which  he  beholds, 
though  he  may  have  first  ieamt  from  Isaiah,  or  from 
some  other  holy  man,  the  eternal  connection  between 
mortal  sins  and  divine  judgments. 

Micah  had  therefore  a  special  education  of  his  own. 
Critics  have  remarked  the  effect  of  it  in  giving  a 
roughness  and  abruptneBS  to  hia  style  which  makes  it 
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A  atriking  contrast  to  the  lyrical  freedom  and  richness 
of  Isaiah's.  But  there  ia  another  point,  apparently  the 
characteristic  one,  of  Micah's  prophecy,  which  is  closely 
connected  with  the  circumstances  of  his  outward  Hfe. 
The  word  of  the  Lord  which  came  to  him,  we  are  told 
in  the  first  verse  of  this  book,  was  concerning  Samaria 
and  Jerusalem.  These  cities  do  not  merely  stand  for 
the  conntries  of  which  they  were  capitals.  "  What  is 
the  transgression  of  Jacob  ?  "  Micab  asks  at  the  very 
commencement  of  his  prophecy.  "  Is  it  not  Samaria? 
What  are  the  high-places  of  Judah  ?  Are  they  not 
Jerusalem  ?  "  In  other  words,  he  views  all  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  land,  those  which  were  bringing  ruin  upon 
every  part  of  it,  as  gathered  up  in  these  the  supposed 
centres  of  its  strength.  Thoy  stood  out  as  rivals  one 
another,  representing  the  quarrels  and  hostility  of 
;he  tribes.  They  stood  out  as  the  representatives  of 
jhe  religion  of  Israel  and  Judah  respectively.     Though 

first  calves  had  been  set  up  in  Bethel,  Samaria  since 
;he  time  of  Ahab  had  become  the  seat  of  the  graven 
es  of  the  gods.  She  had  gathered  from  all  the 
land  the  tributes  which  were  to  maintain  her  idolatries. 
"And  all  these  harlot  hires,"  he  now  declares,  will  be 
carried  ofE  into  another  land,  still  to  be  turned  to  the 
game  use, — to  enrich  the  idol-temples  of  Assyria. 

Such  an  expectation,  I  said,  when  I  was  speaking  ol 
a  similar  prophecy  in  Isaiah,  would  have  sounded  most 
cheering  to  the  inhabitants  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  as 
it  was  the  announcement  of  the  fall  of  an  enemy, — of 
that  country  which  then,  or  a  very  short  time  before, 
they  had  regarded  as  their  most  hateful,  nay  even,  in 
conjunction  with  Syria,  as  their  most  formidable,  enemy. 
But  when  Micah  contemplates  this  coming  judgment 
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mourns  as  the  owls. 
And  this  not  merely  becaase  a  portion  of  i 
people  is  going  into  captivity, — that  indeed  fills  him 
with  sorrow,  as  he  sees  one  and  another  city  and  village 
of  the  land  humbled  and  crushed  by  the  invader, — but 
because  their  captivity  ia  a  sure  witness  of  downfall  to 
the  whole  of  it,     Samaria  with  her  graven  im; 
not,  in  Micah's  mind,  the  contrast  to  Jerusalem,  or  the 
rival  of  it.     The  evils  of  one  he  looks  upon  as 
tially  the  evils  of  the  other.     Therefore  he  anticipatesi 
the  same  judgments  for  both. 

It  is  in  this  way  that  the  prophets  tear  off  the  masl 
which  hide  the  true  condition  of  a  people.  We  are' 
told  frequently  that  they  had  the  most  exclusive  pre- 
ference for  the  religion  of  Jehovah,  the  religion  of  their 
fathers, — the  most  passionate  and  intolerant  hatred  of 
every  other.  I  alluded  to  this  charge  when  I  waft; 
speaking  of  Elijah,  I  shewed  you  then  how  the  pro-' 
testant  against  sensual  and  divided  worship  went  taj 
Zarephath,  a  city  in  the  country  from  whence  Jeaebeti 
and  the  Baal  worship  came,  took  refuge  with  a  widowi 
of  that  city,  treated  her  as  one  in  behalf  of  whom  all 
the  healing  powers  of  the  prophet,  all  the  kindly  office 
of  the  human  brother,  were  to  be  exercised.  Here  is  a 
teat  of  another  kind,  Micah  is  writing  in  the  days  of 
Hezekiah.  The  worship  of  Jehovah  had  been  re-eatab*j 
lished  in  Jerasalem;  a  king,  evidently  right-minded,, 
had  himself  heen  the  restorer  of  it.  What  a  moment 
for  a  sectarian  prophet  to  exhibit  his  gall  against  the 
fallen  or  falling  idolaters,  his  adulation  of  the  piooft 
monarch,  his  exultation  in  the  triumph  of  hia  own  faithl. 
How  stand  the  facts  ?  Micah  perceives  the  same  un-' 
righteousness  and  oppression    among    the  princes    ofi 
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Judah  as  among  those  of  the  ten  tribes ;  therefore  he  is 
certain  that  there  is  the  same  practical  inward  idolatry 
among  them.  So  far  from  thinking  that  the  religion 
of  Samaria  has  destroyed  it,  and  that  the  religion  of 
Jerusalem  will  save  it,  the  religion  and  the  religious 
men  of  the  one  city  as  much  as  of  the  other  are  those 
who  fill  him  with  terror  and  trembling.  "They  build 
up  Zion  with  blood,"  he  exclaims,  "and  Jerusalem  with 
iniquity.  The  heads  thereof  jndge  for  reward,  and  the 
priests  thereof  teach  for  hire,  and  the  prophets  thereof 
divine  for  money.  Yet  will  they  lean  upon  the  Lord, 
and  say, '  Is  not  the  Lord  among  us  ?  None  evil  can 
come  upon  us.'"  The  men  who  assumed  divine  in- 
spiration excited  hia  indignation  above  ail.  We  have 
heard  how  every  true  prophet  has  denounced  the 
traders  in  prophecy,  the  men  who  lived  by  flattering 
rulers  or  people,  who  frightened  and  cajoled  them  by 
turns  with  lying  guesses,  who  strengthened  them  in 
sensual  worship,  in  cowardice,  oppression,  aad  practical 
unbelief.  But  from  the  time  that  the  promise  of  Joel 
began  to  be  fulElIed,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  waa 
so  remarkably  preparing  the  laud  for  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Assyrian  invasion  by  raising  up  a 
race  of  men  of  profound  insight  and  foresight,  when 
their  office  began  to  acquire  something  of  the  stability 
of  the  other  offices  in  the  commonwealth,  when  their 
words  were  no  longer  merely  preserved  in  the  memories 
of  the  people,  but  reduced  to  writing, — then  the  coun- 
terfeit race  would  exhibit  a  corresponding  organisation 
and  development.  Their  trade  would  become  more 
systematised,  their  tricks  and  deceptions  less  gross,  en- 
riched by  experience,  perfected  by  the  hints  and  phrases 
which  they  could  appropriate  from  the  faithful  and  wise 
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(cacbera.  Accordingly,  from  this  time  we  shall  find  t] 
exposure  of  these  lying  seers — not  prophets  of  Baal  b 
nil,  but  men  who  used  the  name  of  Jehovah,  canfce 
about  the  burden  of  the  Lord,  regarded  the  temple 
the  profoundeat  veneration — occupying  a  most  c 
cnona  place  in  all  these  books.  Such  exposures  occoi 
frequently  in  Isaiah  ;  but  amidst  the  many-sided  reve- 
lations which  were  made  to  him,  we  may  easily  overlook 
them.  Micah  forces  them  upon  na.  "If  a  man,"  he 
gays,  "walking  in  the  spirit  and  falsehood  do  lie. 
Baying,  I  will  prophesy  to  thee  of  wine  and  strong 
drink  ;  he  ahall  even  be  the  prophet  of  this  people." 
Again,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  concerning  the  prophets 
that  mako  my  people  err,  that  bite  with  their  teeth 
and  cry  Peace :  and  he  that  putteth  not  into  their 
mouths,  they  even  prepare  war  against  him.  Therefore 
night  shall  be  unto  you,  that  ye  ahall  not  have  a  vision, 
and  it  shall  be  dark  unto  you,  that  ye  shall  not  divine  j 
and  the  sun  shall  go  down  over  the  prophets,  and  the 
day  shall  be  dark  over  them.  Then  shall  the  seers  be 
ashamed  and  the  diviners  oonfounded  :  yea,  they  shall 
all  cover  their  lips,  for  there  is  no  answer  of  God." 
The  feeling  which  these  passages  express,  is  that  the 
false  prophet  was  far  worse  than  the  mere  idolater, 
that  he  was  trifling  with  the  very  Spirit  of  truth, 
misinterpreting  a  divine  message  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  deliver.  For  Micah  does  not  make  the 
falsehood  of  the  prophet  consist  in  this,  that  he  pre- 
tended to  be  taught  when  he  had  no  Divine  Teacher, 
lint  that  he  abused  the  divine  teaching  to  vile  merce- 
ary  ends,  that  being  conscious  of  a  spiritual  power  and 
illumination,  he  acted  as  if  his  words  were  his  own 
and  he  might  sell  them  to  the  service  of  a  great  maa 
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or  a  mob.  Tiie  sacredness  of  words  almost  overwhelms 
the  mind  of  the  prophet ;  he  knows  them  to  be  powers 
greater  than  all  which  the  m.ightie3t  animals  can  put 
forth,  greater  than  the  most  wonderfal  energies  of 
nature.  And  these,  even  these,  the  false  prophet 
thinks  he  may  play  with,  and  use  for  his  own  paltry 
pnrposes,  not  considering  that  he  is  poisoning  the  very 
Eonrce  of  a  nation's  life,  that  he  is  leading  men  to  be- 
lieve in  a  spirit  of  lies,  instead  of  a  God  of  truth,  and 
in  all  their  daily  acta  to  honour  the  one  and  deny  the 
other  !  It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  a  conacioua- 
ness  of  the  reality  of  the  divine  commission  grows 
stronger  in  Micah  aa  he  apprehends  the  infinite 
wickedness  of  this  perversion  of  it.  "  Truly,"  he  says, 
"  I  am  full  of  power  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  of 
judgment,  and  of  might,  to  declare  unto  Jacob  his 
transgression  and  to  Israel  his  sin."  And  he  adds 
boldly,  addressing  himself  to  the  capital  of  the  house 
of  David  which  boasted  of  its  freedom  from  all  the 
idolatries  of  Samaria — addressing  himself  even  to  the 
temple  in  which  Jehovah  was  worshipped — "  Therefore 
shall  Zion  for  yonr  sake"  (that  is  to  Bay,  for  the  sake 
of  yon,  the  rulers,  the  priests,  and  the  prophets)  "  be 
ploughed  as  a  field  and  Jerusalem  shall  become  heaps, 
and  the  mountain  of  the  house  as  the  high  places  of 
the  forest." 

Yet  with  all  this,  he  is  snre  that  the  words  of  the  old 
prophet,  which  his  countrymen  loved  to  repeat,  would 
be  fulfilled.  "  The  mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  established  on  the  mountains,  and  it  shall  be 
exalted  above  the  hills ;  and  people  shall  flow  unto  it." 
The  vision  of  the  fall  of  Jerusalem,  even  of  the  fall  of 
the  Temple,  does  not  shake  hia  confidence  in  the  least. 
z  2 
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It  ia  when  he  has  encountered  this  vision  and  ft 
considered  it,  that  his  hopes  become  fixed  upon  a  rook, 
"  All  people,"  he  says,  "  will  walk  every  one  in  the  name 
of  hia  God,  and  we  will  walk  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
our  God  for  ever  and  ever,"  "And  I  will  make  her 
that  halted  a  remnant,  and  her  that  waa  cast  far  off  a 
strong  nation  :  and  the  Lord  shall  reign  over  them  in 
Mount  Zion  from  henceforth,  even  for  ever.  And  thon, 
0  tower  of  the  flock,  the  stronghold  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion,  unto  thee  shall  it  come,  even  the  first  dominion  j 
the  kingdom  shall  come  to  the  daughter  of  Jerusalem, 
This  strange  contradiction,  that  the  city  should  pei 
and  become  heaps,  and  yet  that  it  should  become 
lawgiver  among  the  nations — that  it  should  exercise  a 
power  which  it  had  never  exercised  in  the  days  of  its 
splendour — is  the  very  one  which  we  considered  last 
Sunday,  the  one  which  Isaiah  brought  before  us  in  his 
later  chapters,  and  of  which  St.  Paul  gave  so  grand  an 
interpretation.  But  the  contrast  becomes  even  more 
vivid  in  Micah  than  it  was  in  Isaiah,  both  because  it  ia 
gathered  up  into  fewer  sentences,  and  because  the  mind 
of  Micah  was  more  especially  directed  against  the  pride 
and  glory  of  the  chief  city.  In  the  next  verse  we  have 
the  very  solution  of  the  difficulty  which  Isaiah  haa 
been  giving  us.  '*  Now  why  dost  thou  cry  out  aloud  ? 
Is  there  no  King  in  thee  ?  Is  thy  Counsellor  perishedl 
For  pangs  have  taken  thee  as  a  woman  in  travail.  Bo 
in  pain,  and  labour  to  bring  forth,  0  daughter  of  Zion, 
For  now  shalt  thou  go  forth  out  of  the  city,  and  thou 
ahalt  go  even  to  Babylon.  There  shalt  thou  be  de- 
livered; there  the  Lord  shall  redeem  thee  from  the 
hand  of  thine  enemies."  To  Micah,  as  to  Isaiah,  the,' 
great  truth  has  been  revealed,  that  the  strength  and 
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nnity  of  tlie  nation  stood  not  in  any  city,  tnt  in  tha 
invisible  King  who  waa  reigning  within  that  city.  To 
him  it  has  been  revealed,  that  the  nation  must  pass 
through  a  death- travail,  before  the  full  power  of  life 
which  is  within  it  can  be  manifested.  To  him  it  has 
been  made  known,  that  there  mast  be  a  battle  between 
the  Jerusalem  and  the  Babe!  power,  and  a  great  appa- 
rent victory  of  the  latter,  before  the  chosen  people  can 
freely  fulfil  its  appointed  task, 

Micah  adds,  "  Now  also  many  nations  are  gathered 
again3tthee,that  say, 'Let  her  be  defiled  and  let  our  eye 
look  upon  Zton.'  Bot  they  know  not  the  thoughts  of 
the  Lord,  neither  understand  they  His  counsel ;  for  He 
shall  gather  them  as  the  sheaves  into  the  floor.  Arise 
and  thresh,  0  daughter  of  Zion,  for  1  will  make  thy 
horn  iron,  and  I  will  make  thy  hoofs  brass,  and  thou 
ahalt  beat  in  pieces  many  people."  We  have  here  some 
of  those  phrases  which  remind  us  so  powerfully  of 
Isaiah,  and  make  us  feel  that  Micah  may  have  studied 
in  his  school.  And  it  ia  not  merely  an  outward  re- 
semblance. The  actual  ABsyrian  invasion  led  Isaiah  to 
meditate  npon  the  Babel  power  generally ;  the  news  of 
a  revolution  in  the  city  of  Babylon  and  the  embassy 
from  Merodach-Baladan  led  him  to  foresee  the  perils  to 
whiob  Jerusalem  would  afterwards  be  exposed  from 
that  land.  Micah,  in  like  manner,  connects  all  that  ia 
hereafter  to  befall  Zion  with  the  crisis  she  woa  passing 
throngh  in  his  time.  He  evidently  anticipates  that  her 
traTail  will  even  then  issue  in  a  glorious  birth,  that  the 
King  of  Judah  shall  even  then  he  great  unto  the  endfl 
of  the  earth. 

But  there  is  one  passage  in  this  part  of  Micah'a 
prophecy,  to  which  there  is  nothing  corresponding  in 
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IsBinh,     It  19  that  which  I  have  chosen  for  my  te: 
"  And  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephratah,  though  thou  be  liti 
among  the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee 
He  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Isradj] 
whose  goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  ever- 
lastiug."       The    humiliation    of    Jerusalem    has    been 
eapecially  present  to  the  mind  of  our  seer.     Though  it 
calls  itself  the  city  of  David,  he  believes  that  there  will 
be  a  stain  upon  its  glory.     He  is  taught  to  remember 
that   David's  own  birthplace   was  not  that  city,  but 
a   little   village,   insignificant   amidst    the    thousands 
of   Judah.      He  is  led  to  anticipate    that   this  place, 
celebrated  besides  as  that  in  which  Rachel  travailed 
and  died,  will  in  some  way  be  connected  with 
and   deliverer,  who   ehonld  "stand  and  feed  in   tl 
strength  of  the  Lord,  in  the  majesty  of  the  Name 
the  Lord  his  God ; — who  should  be  the  peace  whi 
the  Assyrian  should  come  into  the  land; — who 
waste  the  land  of  Assyria  with  the  sword,  and  the  lam 
of  Nimrod  in  the  entrances  thereof."     Such  expressioi 
sufficiently  shew,  that  Micab  looked  to  this  Ruler  as 
present  helper  and  deliverer,  as  one  who  should 
Jndsea  free  from  the  enemies  who  were  then  oppressin| 
it.     And  yet  this  same  Person  was  also  to  do  worl 
which  could  not  be  accomplished  in  that  generatioi 
which  must  spread  through  many  generations, 
prophet   could    hardly  suppose    that   the    enemies 
Judah  would  then  be  completely  destroyed ;    for 
had  spoken  of  a  terrible  discomfiture  and  captivity 
preceding  the  emancipation.     And  even  if  he  had  su 
a  thought,  the  last  words  refer  to  a  gradual  influence 
which  his  countrymen  were  to  exeit  over  other  lands. 
"  The  remnant  of  Jacob  shsll  be  in  the  midst  of  many 
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people  as  a  dew  from  the  Lord,  as  the  showers  upon 
the  grass,  that  tarrieth  not  for  man,  nor  waiteth  for 
the  sons  of  men/'  This  is  precisely  the  kind  of 
influence  which  the  Jews  in  the  Babylonian  empire,  or 
elsewhere,  might  exert,  when  they  were  no  more 
united  in  a  holy  city,  but  when  they  became  conscious 
of  another  more  mysterious  unity  in  a  Divine  King 
who  made  their  apparent  dissolution  the  means  of 
binding  them  more  effectually  and  inwardly  together. 

I  apprehend  that  Micah  was  divinely  appointed  to 
speak  of  this  unity,  especially  in  opposition  to  that 
other  artificial  and  material  unity  which  his  country- 
men were  resting  in.  In  this  sense  he  contrasts 
Bethlehem  with  Jerusalem.  He  may  not  have  perceived 
in  what  way  the  Ruler  or  Shepherd  he  spoke  of  would 
be  connected  with  Bethlehem.  The  name  may  have 
been  a  seed  dropped  in  the  ground  to  die  and  bear 
fruit  some  other  day.  Nor  may  he  have  had  as  distinct 
and  full  a  view  of  the  Shepherd  himself  as  Isaiah  had. 
Yet  he  saw  as  clearly  that  he  could  not  be  confounded 
with  any  temporary  earthly  prince.  ''His  goings 
forth  were  of  old,  from  everlasting.^'  He  had  been  the 
King  in  the  days  of  David  and  Solomon,  He  had  not 
been  deposed  among  the  ten  tribes  because  Jeroboam 
set  up  calves  in  Bethel.  Whether  Ahaz  stooped  to 
Assyria,  or  Hezekiah  shook  o£E  its  yoke,  he  remained 
the  same.  All  great  days  of  the  Lord  were  days  which 
revealed  His  presence.  Material  earthquakes,  inya- 
fiione  of  Sennacherib,  all  forms  of  evil  and  confusion, 
were  proclaiming  Him  as  the  only  rock  upon  which 
that  nation  could  stand.  Its  high  calling  was  to  declare 
Him  as  the  rock  upon  which  all  men  must  stand. 

A  very  memorable  chapter  of  Micah's  prophecy 
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follows  tliat  of  which  I  have  been  speaking;  it  is  tl 
one  which  our  Charch  baa  chosen  as  a,  specimen  of' 
the  whole  book.  I  believe  the  selection  1ms  hi 
riglitly  made,  and  not  only  on  account  of  its  sublimity. 
"Hear  ye,  0  mountainSj  the  Lord's  controversy,  aud' 
ye  strong  foundations  of  the  earth :  for  the  Lord  h; 
a  controversy  with  His  people,  and  He  will  plead  with 
Israel."  This  chapter  contains  all  the  great  character- 
istics of  Micah's  prophecy,  and  leads  us  to  the  inner- 
moat  heart  of  it.  A  God  whose  voice  is  eclioed  by  the 
hills  and  mountains,  caring  to  reason  with  Hia  people, 
explaining  to  them  Hia  own  waya  and  judgments, 
beseeching  them  to  listen  to  him ! — think  of  such  a 
Being  presented  to  the  mind  of  a  man  who  is  bowing 
down  to  a  mere  god  of  power,  whom  he  fancies  that 
by  some  means  or  other  he  is  to  appease.  And  auch  a 
god  was  the  god  of  the  priests  and  prophets  of  Samaria 
and  Jerusalem,  whose  falsehoods  Micah  had  been 
laying  bare.  An  utterly  dark  and  fake  notion  of  Him 
lay  at  the  root  of  all  their  contrivances  and  impostures. 
Till  they  thought  otherwise  of  Him,  they  musE  be  self- 
deceivers  and  deceivers  of  their  brethren.  And  yet 
there  was  nothing  new  in  Micah's  view  of  the  divine 
character;  it  was  precisely  the  one  which  the  law  and 
history  of  Israel  had  been  setting  forth,  "  0  my  people, 
what  have  I  done  unto  thee  '!  and  wherein  have  I. 
wearied  thee?  testify  against  me.  For  I  brought^ 
thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  redeemed  thee 
out  of  the  house  of  servants;  and  I  sent  before  thee, 
Moses,  Aaron,  and  Miriam."  Nay.  the  false  prophet^  the 
very  type  of  false  prophets,  himself  had  been  brought 
in  an  hour  of  hamihation  and  revelation  to  confess  that 
this  was  the  Being  with  whom  he  had  to  do, 
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people,  remember  now  wliat  Balak  king  of  Moab  eon- 
Bulted,  and  what  Balaam  the  son  of  Eeor  answered 
him  from  Shittim  unto  Gilga!;  that  je  maj  know  the 
righteousness  of  the  Lord."  This  was  the  a 
the  man  whose  eyes  were  opened,  who  saw  the  vision 
of  the  Almighty.  "Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the 
Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the  high  God  ?  Shstl  I 
come  before  Him  with  burnt -offerings  and  cnlves  of  a 
year  old?  Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands 
of  rams  or  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I 
give  my  first-born  for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my 
body  for  the  sin  of  my  son]?  He  hath  shewed  thee, 
0  man,  what  is  good ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require 
of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  thy  God  ?"  God  uses  Balaam  as  a  teacher 
of  the  prophets  and  priests  and  people  of  Israel.  These 
words  explain  the  cause  of  the  judgments  which  He  is 
bringing  upon  them.  There  are  wicked  balances,  there 
are  bags  of  deceitful  weights.  "  The  rich  men  are 
full  of  violence;  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  have 
spoken  lies^,  and  their  tongne  is  deceitful  in  their  mouth. 
Therefore  is  He  making  them  sick  in  smiting  them,  and 
making  them  desolate  in  their  sins,"  A  wonderful 
passage  surely, — proving,  I  think,  that  all  substantial 
practical  morality  must  have  its  basis  in  a  substantial 
theology  ; — how  needful  it  is  that  we  should  confess  a 
righteous  God  if  we  would  be  righteous  ourselves; — 
what  a  mockery  it  is  to  call  upon  men  to  be  just  and 
honest,  if  we  do  not  present  God  to  them  as  One 
who  is  seeking  to  make  them  what  He  is; — how 
utterly  vain  and  vague  all  spiritual  teaching  is, 
merely  tending  to  pamper  spiritual  pride  and  produce 
spiritual    wickedness,    if    it    does    not    connect    the 
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commonest  outward  acta  with  all  inward  and  myaterioiM 
principles. 

The  lasb  paaaagea  in  Micah  describe  a  tremendoof 
strnggle  in  his  own  mind,  when  he  looked  round  a 
saw  the  faithlessness,  heartlessness,  selfishness  of  the 
people  among  whom  he  was  dwelling,  of  that  people  with 
whom  God  was  holding  this  controversy.     "  The  best 
of  them  is  as  a  brier :  the  most  upright  is  sharper  than  aj 
thorn  hedge.   The  day  of  thy  visitation  cometh."   There^ 
is  a  dark  moment  in  which  he  exclaims,  "  Trust  ye  not  | 
in  a  friend,    Put  ye  not  confidence  in  a  guide :  keep  the 
doors  of  thy  mouth  from  her  that  lieth  in  thy  bosom." 
But  that  hour  passes  away.      "I  will  look  unto  ths 
Lord  ;  I  will  wait  for  the  God  of  my  salvation.    My  God 
will  hear  me."     His  anger  against  others  ends  in  a  con- 
fession of  his  own  evil.     "  I  will  bear  the  indignation 
of  the  Lord  because  I  have  sinned  against  Him,  unfcilJ 
Hepleadmy  cause,  and  execute  judgment  for  me."    AndV 
then  comes  a  vision  of  blessedness  for  his  land  as  well  ' 
as  for  himself.     "  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  Thee,  that 
pardoneth  iniquity,  and  passeth  by  the  transgression 
of  the  remnant  of  His  heritage  ?     He  retaineth  not  j 
His  anger  for  ever,  because  he  delighteth  in  mercy.  J 
He  will  turn  again.  He  will  have  compassion  upon  na| 
He  will  subdue  our  iniquities.     Thou  wilt  perform  thel 
truth  to  Jacob,  and  the  mercy  to  Abraham,  which  TbonJ 
hast  sworn  unto  our  fathers  from  the  days  of  old." 

There  are  two  comments  upon  Micah,  one  in  the  Old,  I 
one  in  the  New  Testament,  which  throw,  I  think,  great  1 
ligiit  upon  this  book  and  upon  the  nature  of  prophecy,  i 
nnd  contain  much  instruction  for  our.'^elves.  We  are  1 
told  in  the  twenty -sixth  chapter  of  Jeremiah  that  thai 
iiriests  and  the  prophets  spoke  unto  the  princes  andi 
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imto  all  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  say m jr.  'This  man 
Jeremiah  is  worthy  to  die,  for  he  haih  pn>phesied 
against  this  city,  as  ye  have  heard  with  your  ears.' 
Jeremiah  told  them  that  he  was  in  their  hands,  but  if 
they  pnt  him  to  death  they  wonld  bring  innocent  blood 
opon  themselves  and  npon  the  city.  "  Then  rose  np 
certain  of  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  spake  to  all  the 
assembly  of  the  people,  saying,  '  Micah  the  Morasthite 
prophesied  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Jadah,  and 
spake  to  all  the  people  of  Jadah,  saying,  ''  Thus  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts ;  Zion  shall  be  ploughed  likeafield> 
■and  Jerusalem  shaU  become  heaps,  and  the  mountain  of 
the  house  as  the  high  places  of  a  forest/'  Did  Hezekiah 
king  of  Judah  and  all  Judah  put  him  at  all  to  death  f 
Did  he  not  fear  the  Lord,  and  beseech  the  Lord,  and  the 
Lord  repented  of  the  evil  which  he  had  pronounced 
Against  them  ?  Thus  might  we  procure  great  evil 
-against  our  souls/ ''  Now  it  should  be  remembered  that 
Micah's  prophecy  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  was 
not  fulfilled  as  he  perhaps  expected  it  to  be  in  his  own 
•day.  There  was  therefore  a  pretext  for  snying  he  was 
A  false  prophet  like  those  whom  he  had  denounced. 
But  the  wisest  of  the  elders  of  the  people  of  Judah 
felt  that  this  was  not  the  test  of  truth  and  falsohooJ, 
Micah  had  spoken  right;  he  had  declared  that  certain 
-effects  must  follow  from  certain  causes.  Where  there 
was  pride,  oppression,,  hypocrisy,  there  would  be 
judgments,  there  would  at  last  be  utter  destruction. 
Sennacherib  besieged  Jerusalem,  Hezekiah  humbled 
himself;  the  city  and  temple  were  preserved.  But  the 
words  lived  on, — established,  not  belied,  by  that  ap- 
parent confutation  of  them.  The  conscience  of  the  people 
in  Jeremiah's  day  recognised  them  as  addressed  to  them- 
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selves !  their  literal  accomplishment  to  that  generatio 
staiiiped  them  as  sure  decrees  for  Jeraaalem  and  fai. 
7  other  city  of  the  earth  in  all  generations  to  c 
The  passage  in  the  New  Testament  is  this  :  What 
Herod  had  gathered  all  the  chief  priests  and  scribes 
of  the  people  together,  he  demanded  of  them  where 
Christ  should  be  born.  And  they  said  nnto  him, 
"In  Bethlehem  of  Jud^a.  For  thus  it  is  written  by 
the  prophet;  'And  thou,  Bethlehem,  in  the  land  of 
Judo,  art  not  the  least  among  the  princes  of  Juda;  for 
out  of  thee  shall  come  a  Governor  that  shall  rule  my 
people  Israel.'"  There  are  those  who  would  discredit 
this  passage  of  St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  because  they 
say  it  was  so  likely  that  this  prophecy  should  have 
been  thought  to  be  applicable  after  the  event,  so  un- 
likely that  it  should  have  suggested  itself  to  any  as 
determining  such  an  event.  I  apprehend,  from  all  ws 
know  of  the  Jewish  mind  either  before  or  since  that 
time,  it  was  exceedingly  likely  that  all  passages  of  this 
kind  would  be  noted  in  connection  with  the  coming 
of  the  expected  king,  and  that  precisely  the  part  of 
them,  which  would  fix  the  attention  of  the  Rabbia, 
would  be  the  topographical  or  merely  incidental  part. 
I  do  not  see  that  it  was  any  disparagement  to  their 
wisdom,  that  they  recognised  a  divine  order  and  con- 
trivance even  in  such  circumstance  as  these.  Places  i 
sometimes  serve  very  remarkably  to  connect  together  J 
different  periods  in  the  life  of  an  individual  man.  A  l 
house  or  field  which  belonged  to  the  associations  of  the  I 
chdd  becomes  quite  unexpectedly  identified  with  the 
history  of  his  lateryears.  Old  men  long  to  lay  their  bones 
where  they  played  as  boys.  Devout  men  welcome 
fluch  coincidences  and  recurrences  as  proofs  that  they  j 


are  nnder  a  divine  education.  Why  should  1 
wanting  in  &  national  Etory  ?  Why  should  they  not 
be  noted  in  a  book  which  traces  all  the  parts  of  it  as 
the  fulfilment  of  a  divine  purpose  ?  We  do  not  com- 
plaiD  of  the  Jewish  doctors  becaose  they  had  skill  in 
detecting  each  indications  in  their  Scriptures,  but 
because  they  could  detect  no  others.  Micah  saw  that 
honoar  had  been  put  and  would  be  put  on  Bethlehem 
to  humble  the  pride  of  Jerusalem.  The  scribes,  full  of 
the  pride  of  their  city,  fall  of  personal  pride,  could  read 
the  name  of  the  village ;  the  moral  of  it  was  utterly 
lost  Qpon  them.  And  therefore  when  He  who  was 
bom  at  Bethlehem  appeared  before  them  as  the  man  of 
Nazareth,  Micah's  eentence,  which  might  have  enabled 
them  to  understand  that  part  of  Christ's  humiliation 
also,  became  a  stumbling- block  to  them.  '  Search  and 
look,'  they  said,  '  for  out  of  Galilee  ariseth  no  prophet.' 
The  signs  and  tokens  of  the  Divine  Man  were  nothing ; 
the  place  was  everything.  And  the  last  words  were 
utterly  forgotten.  They  thought  of  One  who  was  to 
come  as  their  Rnler  and  Prince.  They  did  not  think 
of  One  whose  goings  forth  had  been  of  old,  from  Ever- 
lasting. They  wanted  a  stronger  Herod,  a  native 
Aagu&tns;  they  did  not  want  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh. 

And,  dear  brethren,  it  will  not  avail  ns  much  to 
believe  that  a  child  baa  been  bom  at  Bethlehem  1850 
years  ago,  or  even  to  believe  that  He  will  come  again 
in  the  glory  of  His  Father  and  of  the  holy  Angels. 
Unless  we  confess  Him  aa  our  Ruler  and  Shepherd 
now,  onr  thoughts  of  His  past  hnmOiation  and  of  His 
future  greatness  will  alike  deceive  us.  Our  pridf 
not  give  way  before  the  dim  recollection  of  what  He 
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of  what  He  may  be.     To  know  that  1 


Lnd  that 


Hb  is  with  u8  as  He  was  with  our  forefathers,  and  a& 
He  has  promised  to  be  with  our  children's  children, 
this  :a  the  strength  and  consolation  that  we  need ;  this 
only  can  enable  us  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
walk  humbly  with  oar  God.  His  going  forth  was  of 
old,  f  I'om  Everlasting;  therefore  may  we  bring  Him  onr 
gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh,  as  those  did  who 
kneeled  before  the  cradle  in  the  manger;  therefore 
may  we  hope  to  be  like  Him,  when  we  ahall  see  Hink^ 
as  He  is,  in  that  Kingdom  which  shall  have  no  end. 


SERMON  XX. 

THE   EVIL  CITY  SATED  AND  DE8TB0TED. 
{Lincoln's  Inn,  2nd  Sunday  after  Eatter.— April  25,  1862.) 

The  bnidea  of  KineTeh.    The  book  of  the  visioii  of  Xahnm  the 

ElkoBhite. — ^Nahum  i.  L 

There  are  two  prophetical  books  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment which  have  no  direct  reference  to  the  chosen 
people^  those  of  Jonah  and  of  Nahum.  Both  of  them 
are  concerned  with  the  fate  of  Nineveh.  I  alluded  to 
Jonah  when  I  was  speaking  of  Jeroboam  11.^  in  whose 
reign  he  is  said  to  have  lived.  Bat  I  merely  alluded  to 
him  because  I  was  then  occupied  with  the  history  of 
the  ten  tribes^  upon  which  the  book  of  Jonah  throws 
no  lights  and  because  that  book^  though  it  records  a 
passage  in  the  life  of  an  old  prophet^  does  not  profess 
to  have  been  written  by  him.  It  may  have  been  put 
together^  as  eminent  critics  think  it  was^  in  a  time  much 
later  than  that  of  Jeroboam.  I  now  propose  to  speak 
of  these  prophets.  The  city  of  which  they  both  speak 
was  the  capital  of  the  empire  which  has  been  brought 
BO  frequently  before  us  by  Amos,  Hosea,  Isaiah,  and 
Micah.  Jonah  and  Nahum,  though  they  contemplate 
this  empire  in  difEerent  periods,  both  see  it  not  trium- 
phant but  tottering.     They  present  it  therefore  to  us 
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in  a  new  point  of  view,  and  they  illustrate  the  officej 
of  the  Jeivish  prophet  the  more  strikingly  for  theirl 
appureut  neglect  of  Jewish  affairs. 

The  book  of  Jonah,  the  son  of  Amittai,  has  seemed 
to  Bome  so  curiously  contrived  to  explain  that  office  ai 
the  office  of  the  Jewish  people,  that  they  have  fancied 
it  contains  a  parable  instead  of  a  history.  Several 
circumstances  have  tended  to  strengthen  them  in  this 
opinion.  I  have  admitted  that  it  differs  from  the  other 
books  with  which  it  is  associated,  in  that  it  appeara  to 
be  a  narrative  written  by  a  thii'd  party,  rather  than  a 
discoui-se  proceeding  from  the  person  whose  name  it 
bears.  Moreover  there  ia  one  event  related  (very  bnefly) 
in  that  naiTative,  which  has  drawn  away  the  minds  of 
readers,  especially  trivial  and  superficial  readers,  from 
the  other  parts  of  it.  The  passion  for  mere  wonderment 
is  in  general  so  little  gratified  by  the  sacred  records, 
— so  much  less  than  by  almost  any  books  ancient  or 
modern  that  one  can  read, — the  divine  element  in  these 
books  is  60  closely  associated  with  common  earthly  life, 
its  miracles  are  such  assertions  of  eternal  laws,  and 
such  protests  against  the  irregular  acts  of  the  magician 
and  the  enchanter,  that  those,  who  in  their  hearts 
prefer  an  oriental,  classical,  or  middle-aged  legend  to 
their  plain  statements  of  facts  or  profound  revelations 
of  principles,  eagerly  seize  upon  every  Biblical  stoiy  J 
which  has  obviously  a  rare  and  exceptional  character.  I 
The  enemies  of  the  Scriptures,  of  course,  readily  f 
gratify  their  propensity,  allowing  them  to  maintain, 
and  vigorously  supporting  the  opinion,  that  these  are 
the  standards  by  which  we  are  to  judge  the  book ;  that 
throughout  it  is  in  contradiction  to  human  experience, 
not  the  discovery  of  something  which  lies  deeper  than 
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human  experience.  Accordingly,  the  words,  "The 
Lord  had  prepared  a  great  fish  to  swallow  up  Jonah  : 
and  Jonah  was  in  the  belly  of  the  fish  three  days 
and  three  nights,^^  have  given  occasion  to  a  series 
of  refinements,  speculations,  explanations,  arguments, 
respecting  the  nature  and  possibility  of  the  incident, 
which  it  is  wearisome  and  humiliating  to  read  or  to  think 
of.  One  who  considers  how  great  and  wonderful  a  thing 
a  preservation  from  the  deep  is,  who  believes  that  the 
Lord  is  the  author  of  every  such  preservation,  who  feels 
at  the  same  time  that  he  does  not  understand,  and  is 
never  likely  to  understand  the  method  of  this  particular 
preservation,  dwells  on  that  which  must  at  all  events 
be  the  essence  of  the  story,  and  leaves  its  incidents  as 
he  finds  them.  To  the  mere  hunter  for  rarities  and 
curiosities,  the  accident  is  everything,  the  essence 
nothing.  He  pores  over  the  whale,  he  forgets  God. 
To  the  mere  critic  the  appearance  of  such  a  prodigy  is 
decisive  as  to  the  character  of  the  whole  story.  It  must 
be  merely  composed,  he  concludes,  for  the  sake  of  a 
moral ;  it  either  is  not  meant  to  describe  what  actually 
occurred,  or  the  narrator  was  deceived  by  a  loose 
tradition  of  it  which  had  come  down  from  a  distant  age. 
Now,  assuredly,  if  'a  holy  man  of  some  later  time 
were  led  to  meditate  upon  a  story  which  had  been 
preserved  respecting  some  venerable  seer,  and  to  put  it 
forth  for  the  benefit  of  his  contemporaries,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  truth  which  he  saw  in  it  would  be  more 
important  in  his  eyes  than  the  man  who  was  the  sub- 
ject of  it,  or  than  any  good  or  ill  fortune  which  befell 
him.  He  would  not  have  been  a  holy  or  inspired 
man  if  he  had  not  cared  more  to  understand  the 
principles  of  God^s  government,  and  to  make  them 
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known,  than  to  hear  or  tell  any  new  thing.  Bat  a 
may  embody  a  divine  meaning  at  least  as  well  aa  a 
fiction.  The  self-will  and  transgression  of  an  actual 
individual  may  he  the  most  complete  of  all  parables  to 
illustrate  the  self-will  and  transgressions  of  his  class  or 
hia  nation,  A  man  should  be  an  artist  to  write  a. 
biography  as  much  as  to  write  a  romance;  he  will  not 
make  the  story  of  a  life  intelligible  if  he  has  not  some 
knowledge  beyond  what  he  derives  from  the  mere 
statistics  of  it.  A  divine  artist,  we  might  expect,  wonld 
especially  delight  to  shew  us  how  a  few  years  or  days 
of  a  man's  experience  may  exhibit,  as  in  a  glass,  not 
only  the  meaning  of  his  own  vocation  bat  the  vocation 
of  his  order  and  race,  and  so  might  gather  into  itself 
centuries  and  cycles  of  history, 

I  can  find  no  pretext  for  the  notion  that  the  book  of 
Jonah  does  not  describe  actual  events  and  actual  pro- 
cesses in  the  heart  of  a  real  man.  It  does  not  bear  the 
shghtest  resemblance  to  any  of  the  books  which  are 
compiled  in  after  times  to  magnify  the  characters  of 
heroes  and  saints,  upon  which  a  vague  traditional  glory 
rests,  Jonah,  who  is  said  to  have  foretold  the  success 
of  Jeroboam  II,,  who  must  have  been  remembered  with 
honour  in  all  parts  of  the  land,  is  here  presented  to  us, 
not  as  a  model  but  as  a  beacon  ;  not  as  embodying  in 
himself  all  the  transcendent  qualities  of  a  seer  or  the 
higher  graces  of  a  man ;  but  as  disobedient,  selfish, 
hard-hearted.  A  sophist  using  an  old  name  to  conceal 
a  composition  of  his  own,  betrays  the  fraud  by  some 
chronological  inaccuracy  and  some  violation  of  costume. 
The  critics  and  condemnors  of  this  narrative  admit 
that  they  do  not  detect  any  of  these  signs  here. 
Nineveh  was  beginning  to  be  known  in  the  Holy  Laud 
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^^Hm  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  U. ;  it  was  the  very  reign  in 

^^f  wliich  Aiuog   went  intn  the  North  country  and  told 

^V  how  its  Beeniing  prospei-ity  would  be  crushed  by  a  new 

^V  and  strong  invader.     There  was  the  vague  grandeur 

then  attaching  to  the  great  capital  which  might  well 

terrify  a  humble  Israelite.   Hia  flight  to  -Joppa  and  the 

finding  a  ship  sailing  to  Tarshish  are  incidents  qnite  as 

snitable  to  that  age  as  to  any  sabseqnent  one.  It  is  very 

tme  that  there  are  no  specific  circumstances  recorded 

concerning  the  nature  of  the  calamity  which  was  to 

come  upon  the  city,  such  as  we  should  certainly  look 

for  in  a  contemporary  record.    "  Within  forty  days  and 

Nineveh  should  be  destroyed,"  is  all  that  we  hear. 

PSnch  an  omission  indicates  that  the  writer  of  the  narra- 
tive had  an  object  which  made  him  indifferent  about 
details ;  for  his  purpose  it  did  not  signify  whether  the 
city  was  in  danger  of  plague,  famine,  or  invasion.  It 
had  perished  perhaps  already.  Nineveh  had  become  to 
him  only  a  name.  But  the  want  of  these  accessories 
indicates  also  his  simplicity  and  guilelessneas.  A  man 
conscious  of  invention  would  have  availed  himself  of 
some  local  traditions  to  make  his  tale  plansible.  And 
if  we  torn  from  the  outside  of  the  story  to  its  inward 
characteristics  we  shall  find,  I  believe,  a  moral  coherency 
and  trath  in  it  which  will  make  ns  inclined  to  think 
that  its  fignrative  worth  cannot  be  separated  from  its 
worth  as  a  document  concerning  one  of  our  own  fieah 
and  blood.  Jonah  is,  in  fact,  more  completely  the  com- 
bination of  the  individual  with  the  prophet  than  one 
finds  anywhere  else.  We  shall  see  the  two  characters 
^  blended  and  atroggling  together  in  Jeremiah  ;  much  of 
^k  Hie  deep  pathos  of  his  book  consists  in  their  conflict ; 
^^  tmt  in  Jonah  the  poor  insignificant  creature  of  the  earth 
^L  2  i.2 
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stands  out  in  tlie  same  strong  contrast  to  tlie  man  traot 
figured  by  a  divine  calling  and  iuapulse,  whicliwe  have 
traced  bhrougli  all  the  earlier  books,  A  voice,  strong 
and  clear,  tells  him  that  he  ia  to  go  to  Nineveh  and 
denounce  its  wickedness.  He  has  no  doubt  whence 
that  voice  proceeds.  But  the  mission  is  a  strange  and 
terrible  one.  He  runs  from  it ;  he  is  in  a  storm ;  that 
storm  he  is  snreis  pursuing  /im,  testifying  against  him. 
He  tells  his  heathen  comrades  so.  They  are  not  gnilty 
of  producing  the  storm,  but  he  is  ;  i£  they  wonld  be 
saved,  he  must  be  cast  out.  They  are  unwilling  to 
execute  the  sentence  which  he  has  pronounced  upon 
himself  ;  they  toil  hard  in  rowing,  but  in  vain ;  they 
must  obey  the  pruphet.  In  the  jaws  of  desolation  and 
death,  be  cries  to  God,  confesses  his  sin,  submits  to  his 
punishment.  He  is  delivered,  and  goes  forth  once  more 
on  his  errand.  The  king  and  people  listen  to  him, 
humble  themselves  in  dust  and  ashes,  show  all  the  signs 
of  a  true  conversion.  The  city  is  spared.  The  prophet 
complains  that  he  has  been  mocked ;  that  that  has  not 
come  to  pass  which  he  said  would  come  to  pass.  He 
goes  forth  in  his  anger  to  the  east  side  of  the  city,  makes 
him  a  booth  and  sits  under  the  shadow  of  it  that  he 
may  see  what  will  become  of  the  city.  "  And  the  Lord 
God  prepared  a  gourd,  and  made  it  to  come  up  over 
Jt)nah,  that  it  might  be  a  shadow  over  his  head  to 
deliver  him  from  his  grief.  So  Jonah  was  exceeding 
glad  of  the  gourd.  But  God  prepared  a  worm  when  the 
morning  arose  the  next  day,  and  it  smote  the  gourd  that 
it  withered.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  sun  did 
arise,  that  God  prepared  a  vehement  east  wind ;  and 
the  Bun  beat  upon  the  head  of  Jonah,  that  he  fainted, 
and  wished  in  himself  to  die,  and  said,  '  It  is  better 
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for  me  to  die  than  to  live/  And  God  said  to  Jonah^ 
'  Doest  thou  well  to  be  angry  for  the  gourd  ? '  And 
he  said,  'I  do  well  to  be  angiy,  even  unto  death/ 
Then  said  the  Lord, '  Thou  hast  had  pity  on  the  gourd, 
for  the  which  thou  hast  not  laboured,  neither  madest  it 
grow ;  which  came  up  in  a  night,  and  perished  in  a 
night.  And  should  not  I  spare  Nineveh,  that  great 
city,  wherein  are  more  than  six  score  thousand  persons 
that  cannot  discern  between  their  right  hand  and  their 
left  hand ;  and  also  much  cattle  ?  ^ '' 

The  writer  of  this  book  must  have  been  a  very 
courageous  as  well  as  a  very  profound  man  to  have 
imagined  a  story  of  this  kind.  For  it  strikes  at  every 
prejudice  which  was  most  close  to  the  heart  of  his 
countrymen.  It  lays  bare  their  national  disease.  It 
attacks  these  prejudices  and  exhibits  this  disease,  not 
in  a  formal  didactic  manner,  but  by  discovering  a  train 
of  thought  the  most  natural  and  likely  to  have  arisen 
in  the  mind  of  a  Jew  or  a  man;  yet  the  one  which  the 
countrymen  of  a  prophet  and  we  ourselves  should  be 
most  slow  in  attributing  to  him.  We  are  taught  that 
a  prophet  of  the  ten  tribes,  an  almost  immediate 
successor  of  Elisha,  was  sent  as  a  witness  into  a  heathen 
landj  a  land  beyond  the  circle, — so  he  must  have  be- 
lieved,— of  the  covenant  and  the  promises.  We  are  told, 
nevertheless,  that  it  was  a  completely  overpowering 
divine  conviction  which  was  driving  him  there.  He 
felt  it  was  his  duty  not  to  speak  to  the  king  in  Samaria, 
or  the  priests  in  Bethel,  but  to  tell  men  whom  he  only 
knew  of  as  idolaters,  that  the  God  of  his  fathers  was 
their  God,  and  would  punish  them  for  their  iniquities. 
We  may  remember  how  Abraham  felt  and  acted  when 
he  came  among  a  people  in  whom  he  said  the  fear  of 
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should  tremble  at  the  thougt 
him  in  a  city  which  he  was  openly  to  defy ;  that  he 
should  be  quite  unable  to  understand  how  God's 
words  could  reach,  such  a  people,  what  they  had  to  do 
with  Him,  It  must  have  been  a  strange  discovery 
to  him  that  the  mariners  in  his  ship  had  that  in  them 
which  recognised  the  Being  of  whom  he  spoke,  ai 
that  they  shewed  a.  kindliness  and  a  sense  of  righteoni 
ness  which  he  could  not  give  himself  credit  for. 
must  have  been  stranger  still  to  feel)  that  the  God 
whose  servant  he  was,  the  God  who  had  chosen  his 
nation,  was  chaining  him  with  a  sin  which  He  did 
not  charge  upon  them  ;  that  he  stood  really  and 
sciously  guilty  o£  that  of  which  they  were  not  guiH 
In  whatever  prison-house  Jonah's  body  was  shut  up, 
this  was  a  prison-house  for  his  spirit,  close,  narrow, 
stifling  beyond  all  imagination,  one  from  which  it 
seemed  as  if  there  could  be  no  escape.  A  favoured  man 
no  longer,  his  pre-emiuence  above  others  seemed  to  be 
that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  heavier  burden,  that  he  was 
crushed  imder  a  more  terrible  curse.  And  yet  out  of 
this  deep  pit  he  could  be  heard.  There  was  a  deliverer 
even  there ;  God  had  known  him,  and  had  not  forgotten 
him  even  while  he  had  been  teaching  him  to  regard 
himself  as  worse  than  those  whom  he  had  supposed 
were  entirely  excluded  from  the  Divine  compassion. 
He  is  yet  a  servant  and  prophet  of  the  Moat  High,  he 
may  yet  perform  His  work.  He  is  a  new  man;  he 
who  was  lately  shut  up  in  death,  can  speak  of  God's 
truth  and  righteousness.  That  is  what  he  seems 
appointed  to  apeak  of.  Thongh  he  has  experienced 
much  mercy,  he  is  not  told  to  proclaim  mercy.     He  is 
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■  aloud  in  all  the  atreeta  of  the  great  Nineveh, 
that  ain  has  been  committed  and  that  sia  must  bring 
death.  He  bas  been  used  to  utter  such  sounds  in 
Samaria  and  they  have  fallen  utterly  dead.  No  one 
has  thought  them  worth  listening  to.  Unspeakable 
marvel !  Here,  instead  of  being  dead  words,  they  seem 
able  to  waken  the  dead.  They  are  confeaaed  to  come 
from  One  who  has  a  right  to  speak  them,  from  One  of 
whom  Jonah  perhaps  thought  the  king  and  people  of 
Nineveh  were  utterly  ignorant. 

The  message  has  done  its  work.  God  has  triumphed. 
But  Jonah  haa  not  triumphed.  He  ia  utterly  con- 
founded and  sick  at  heart ;  he  has  deceived  others  and 
deceived  himself.  He  had  expected  to  aee  men,  women, 
children,  cattle,  all  periahing ;  but  they  all  lived.  He 
had  expected, — had  he  hoped  it  ?  Tea,  that  truth  ia 
brought  home  to  him  ;  he  had  wished  that  it  ahould  be 
But  that  blesaed  gourd  which  had  shadowed  him 
from  the  heat ;  had  he  wiahed  that  to  periah  ?  was  he 
content  that  it  should  ?  No,  when  that  withered  he 
was  angry  unto  death ;  he  did  well  to  be  angry.  Jonah 
cared  for  the  gourd ;  he  was  taught  that  God  cared 
for  the  men  and  women  aud  children  and  cattle  of 
Nineveh.  He  was  taught  that  the  mind  of  Him  who 
sent  the  message  to  the  city,  and  the  mind  of  him  who 
bore  it,  were  not  at  one  but  at  war.  And  thia  was 
the  bleaaing  of  the  servant,  hia  highest  bleasing,  that 
his  mind  should  not  be  at  war  with  hia  Master's  bnt 
at  one  with  it. 

So,  then,  it  was  the  result  of  all  this  discipline  that 
the  Jewish  prophet  knew  he  waa  to  be  the  herald  of 
God's  mercy  as  well  as  of  God's  righteousness  to  all  the 
nations ;  nay,  that  he  could  not  be  the  herald  of  the 
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one  ualesa  he  were  also  of  the  other.  God's  righteous-^ 
ness  is  shewn  in  making  men  righteous.  If  t 
submit  to  be  made  so,  then  His  end  is  accomplished: 
if  they  will  resist,  then  His  vengeance  will  go  forth, 
not  because  He  has  forgotten  mercy,  but  because  that 
which  is  unmerciful  and  hard-hearted  shall  not  posaeBe^ 
the  earth  which  He  claims  for  His  dominion. 

This  trutb  connects  the  vision  of  Nahnm  with 
that  of  Jonah.  It  had  been  proved  that  an  Assyrian 
monarch  and  people  were  under  the  gurenimentof  ths' 
same  righteous  and  gracious  Lord  who  had  chosen 
Israel  for  His  inheritance.  It  was  proved  that  there 
was  an  ear  in  an  Assyrian  monarch  and  people  which 
could  be  opened  to  bear  God's  word,  a  heart  which 
ould  acknowledge  His  presence  and  His  authority. 
The  evidence  bad  been  clear  and  triumphant  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  that  people  or. 
any  people  which  made  it  impossible  that  they  should) 
understand  God's  word  and  should  yield  to  it.  But 
they  chose  another  course,  Lucifer  the  son  of  the 
morning  became  the  pattern  of  Assyrian  kings.  To 
exalt  themselves  above  law,  to  make  the  earth  a  wilder- 
ness, had  been  the  ambition  of  the  whole  empire.  And. 
therefore  Jonah's  words  were  as  true  and  as  much, 
alive  as  when  he  first  pronounced  them.  If  the  city 
bad  perished  when  he  desired  it  to  perish,  the  truth  of 
God  would  have  been  immeasurably  less  asserted  than. 
it  was  by  the  reformation  which  delayed,  and  the  evil 
doings  which  brought  down,  the  punishment. 

There  has  been  much  doubt  about  the  time  in  which 
Nahum  lived.  He  is  described  simply  as  the  Eikoshitek 
Jerome  speaks  of  a  village  bearing  a  name  like  this  ia 
Galilee,  and  even  says  that  a  few  relics  of  it  were 
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pointed  out  to  him  by  a  dweller  in  the  district.     Such 
a  testimony  is  of  coarse  much  more  valuable  than  that 
of  any  Chnrch-father  unacquainted  with  Palestine ;  if 
it  were  received,  we  should  have  no  reason  for  not 
accepting  Jerome^s  other  suggestion,  that  Nahum  wrote 
in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  to  console  the  tribes  which  had 
just  been  taken  captive,  by  the  prospect  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  oppressor  at  some  distant  day.   But  there 
is  that  in  the  character  of   the  prophecy  which  has 
forced  modem  students  to  think  of  a  different  place  as 
well  as  time  from  those  which  Jerome  imagined.    The 
exceeding  vividness  of  all  the  descrip lions  seems  to  indi- 
cate that  Nahum  was  placed  in  the  heart  of  the  country 
which  he  was  threatening.    The  divine  illumination  of 
the  Prophets  had  a  higher  object  than  to  make  them 
acquainted  with  national  scenery  or  with  the  outward 
condition  of  a  land.     These,  as  we  have  observed  in 
the  cases  of  Amos,  Hosea,  Micah,  were  brought  directly 
before  their  eyes  and  ears.     They  heard  the  sound  of 
the  earthquake;  the  army  of  locusts  was  devouring  the 
land  in  which  thev  were  dwelling ;  the  Assyrian  was 
come  to  Aiath,  he  had  passed  to  Migron,  at  Mich  mash 
he  had  laid  up  his  carriages,  when  Isaiah  called  his 
countrymen  to  turn  to  the  God  of  their  fathers.   Those 
who  think  that  the  prophets  lose  any  of  tlieir  divinity 
when  we  thus  connect  them  with  present  and  passing 
events,  have,  I  fear,  borrowed  their  notions  of  what  is 
divine  from  heathen  oracles,  from  the  soothsayers  and 
diviners  whom  the  prophets  denounce,  and  whom  they 
existed  to  put  down.   The  meaning  of  the  most  distant 
fatore  emerges  out  of  their  discourses,  not  when  we 
divorce  them  from  local  and  immediate  occurrences, 
bat  when  we  see  how  they  brought  eternal  truths  to 
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bear  upon  them.  For  this  reason,  it  is  strictly  accoi 
ing  to  iinalogy,  I  think,  to  snppose  that  Nahum  did  not 
live  before  the  captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  or  jost  at  the 
commencement  of  it,  but  that  he  waa  one  of  that 
captivity,  A  village  named  Alcosh,  not  far  from  Mosul, 
has  been  pointed  out  as  the  probable  place  of  his  birth 
or  residence;  ii  is  a  reasonable  supposition  that  he  lived 
just  when  Uyaxarea  and  the  Medes  were  threatening 
Kineveh,  which,  according  to  all  authorities,  they 
utterly  destroyed.  The  date  of  that  event  has  beea 
settled,  apparently  on  good  evidence,  as  falling betwi 
the  years  610  and  600  before  Christ.  If  this  view 
the  prophecy  be  the  true  one,  it  gives  ua  some  hinl 
respecting  the  tribes  in  their  Assyrian  banishi 
which  we  cannot  obtain  elsewhere.  The  Apocryp] 
book  of  Tobit  throws  a  valuable  light  upon  their  p( 
aonal  and  domestic  life,  and  shews  how  the  good  men 
among  them  cherished  the  old  faith  and  the  old  sym- 
pathies. But  the  deeper  learning  which  they  derived 
from  the  events  that  betel!  the  great  world  about  them, 
— the  way  in  which  those  events  confirmed  the  past 
history  of  their  country,  and  assured  them  that  the 
truths  which  it  had  revealed  would  stand  the  teat  of  all 
possible  circumstances,  were  not  affected  by  their  own 
overthrow,  would  make  themselves  good  in  all  ages  to 
come, — this  must  be  understood  from  some  more 
instructed  and  less  superstitirjua  Israelite  than  Tobit. 

Great  revolutions  were  then  shaking  Asia.  The 
Median  power  had  for  some  time  been  the  mightiest ; 
the  iiTuptiou  of  Scythian  hordes  for  a  while  checked 
its  advances :  when  they  melted  away  or  emigrated 
towards  the  west,  the  destined  hour  for  the  fall  of  the 
old  Assyrian    tyranny  was   come.      Tbe    period   thai 
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followed  brings  to  light  the  Babylonian  enipiro  of  which 
Nebuchadnezzai'  was  the  restorer,  and  in  which  the  old 
Chaldean  faith  and  wisdom  were  to  reappear  in  new 
strength,  probably  combined  with  some  new  elements. 

What  had  a  lonely  captive  to  do  with  euuh  convul- 
sions as  these  j  how  could  he  interpret  them  ?  They 
threw  him  back  upon  Him  who  is,  and  was,  and  is  to 
come.  The  rise  and  overthrow  of  dynasties  repeated 
the  two  great  seemingly  opposed  lessons  which  bia  own 
suffering  had  been  teaching  him. 

"  God  is  jealous,  and  the  Lord  revengeth ;  the  Lord 
revengeth,  and  is  furious :  the  Lord  will  take  vengeance 
on  His  adversaries,  and  He  reserveth  wrath  for  his 
enemies.  The  Lord  is  slow  to  anger,  and  great  in  power, 
and  will  not  at  ail  acquit  the  wicked :  the  Lord  hath 
His  way  in  the  whirlwind  and  in  the  storm,  and  the 
clouds  are  the  dust  of  His  feet." — (i.  2,  3.) 

Oh,  comfort  beyond  and  beneath  all  words  that  he 
can  speak,  all  thoughts  that  he  can  think  I  There  is  an 
order  in  the  midst  of  this  anarchy;  there  is  a  Person 
upholding  this  order !  He  is  not  unconcerned  about 
that  which  is  going  on  in  His  earth.  Medes,  Baby- 
lonians, Scythians,  captive  Jews,  not  one  is  forgotten. 
He, —  the  least  of  all,  the  lowest  of  all, — he  can  say. 
This  God  is  our  God,  I  know  what  His  purposes  are, 
I  know  the  will  that  is  guiding  us  through  the  storms 
and  hurricanes  by  which  thrones  and  kingdoms  will 
be  swept  away.  The  seeming  contrast  in  the  laws  of 
the  universe,  which  staggered  others,  found  a  recon- 
cihation  in  the  heart  of  this  outcast. 

"  Who  can  stand  before  His  indignation  ?  and  who 
can  abide  in  the  fierceness  of  Hia  anger?  His  furyja 
poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down 
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a  strong  bold  ia  the  d 
knowetK  them   that   trast    ia.l 


by  Him.  The  Lord  i 
of  trouble  j  and  He 
Him."— (i.  6.) 

The  oppressor  is  fallirg : 

"  And  the  Lord  hath  giveti  a  commandtDent  con-  I 
cerning  thee,  that  no  more  of  thy  name  be  sown; 
out  of  the  houEB  of  thy  goda  will  I  cut  off  the  gravettl 
image  and  the  molten  image  :  I  will  make  thy  grave;, f 
for  thou  art  vile."— (i.  14.) 

But  then,  again: 

"  Behold  upon  the  mountains  the  feet  of  him  that  I 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  pubhsheth  peace  1  O I 
Judah,  keep  thy  solemn  feasts,  perform  thy  vows :  forj 
the  wicked  shall  no  more  pass  through  thee ; 
utterly  cut  off," — {i.  15.) 

So  speaks,  with  deep  pathetic  energy,  one  who  can   ' 
no  longer  keep  the  solemn  feasts  except  in  secret,  who 
sees  nothing  but  molten  images  all  around  him.     He 
implores  his  countrymen  to  consider  what  those  things  . 
mean  which  have  become  to  them  mere  names  audi 
forms   of   something   departed  and  dead.     They  oral 
witnesses    of   a   living   and   true  aud  gracious   Gbd. 
They  are  good  tidings  for  the  whole  earth,  that  the  ] 
Lord  is  not  an  Evd  Spirit,  but  one  who  has  made  n 
to  be  His  servant  and  His  child,  who  will  destroy  tbe^ 
bloody  city  that  is  full  of  lies  and  robbery  let  it  bttfl 
where  it  may,  let  it  have  what  greatness  it  may. 

"  Woe  to  the  bloody  city !  it  is  all  full  of  lies  and  1 
robbery  ;  the  prey  departeth  not ;  the  noise  of  a  whip, 
and  the  noise  of  the  rattling  of  the  wheels,  and  of  the   I 
prancing  horses,  and  of  the  jumping  chariots.     The 
horseman  lifteth  up  both  the  bright  sword  and  tbs  j 
gUttering  spear :  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  slain,  and  J 
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a  great  nnmber  of  carcases  ;  and  there  is  none  end  of 
their  corpses ;  they  stumble  upon  their  corpses ;  because 
of  the  multitude  of  the  whoredoms  of  the  well-favoured 
harlot^  the  mistress  of  witchcrafts,  that  selleth  nations 
through  her  whoredoms,  and  families  through  her 
witchcrafts.  Behold,  I  am  against  thee,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts ;  and  I  will  discover  thy  skirts  upon  thy  face, 
and  I  will  shew  the  nations  thy  nakedness,  and  the 
kingdoms  thy  shame.  And  will  cast  abominable  filth 
upon  thee,  and  make  thee  vile,  and  will  set  thee  as  a 
gazingstock.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  all  they 
that  look  upon  thee  shall  flee  from  thee,  and  say, 
Nineveh  is  laid  waste :  who  will  bemoan  her  ?  whence 
shall  I  seek  comforters  for  thee  ? '' — (iii.  1—7.) 

*' All  thy  strongholds  shall  be  like  fig-trees  with  the 
first-ripe  figs  :  if  they  be  shaken,  they  shall  even  fall 
into  the  mouth  of  the  eater.  Behold,  thy  people  in  the 
midst  of  thee  are  women :  the  gates  of  thy  land  shall  be 
set  wide  open  unto  thine  enemies  :  the  fire  shall  devour 
thy  bars.  Draw  thee  waters  for  the  siege,  fortify  thy 
strongholds :  go  into  clay,  and  tread  the  mortar,  make 
strong  the  brick-kiln.  There  shall  the  fire  devour 
thee ;  the  sword  shall  cut  thee  off ;  it  shall  eat  thee  up 
like  the  cankerworm :  make  thyself  many  as  the  canker- 
worm,  make  thyself  many  as  the  locusts.  Thou  hast 
multiplied  thy  merchants  above  the  stars  of  heaven : 
the  cankerworm  spoileth,  and  fleeth  away.  Thy 
crowned  are  as  the  locusts,  and  thy  captains  as  the 
great  grasshoppers,  which  camp  in  the  hedges  in  the 
cold  day,  but  when  the  sun  ariseth  they  fiee  away,  and 
their  place  is  not  known  where  they  are.  Thy  shep- 
herds slumber,  0  king  of  Assyria:  thy  nobles  shall 
dwell  in  the  dust:   thy  people  is  scattered  upon  the 
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mountains,  and  no  man  gathereth  them.  There 
healing  of  thy  bruise;  thy  wound  ia  grievous :  all  that 
hear  the  hruit  of  thee  shall  clap  the  hands  over  thee : 
for  upon  whom  hath  not  thy  wickedness  passed 
continnuUy  ?  "— (iii.  12-19.) 

The  books  of  Jonah  and  Nahum  then,  taken  together*' 
enable  us  to  contemplate  a  great  historical  cycle.  Th»] 
one  stands  at  the  beginning,  the  other  at  the  end  of  a< 
period.  The  Assyrian  Enapire  comes  before  ns  in  its 
first  and  in  its  last  relations  to  the  chosen  people,  or 
rather  to  that  which  is  higher  than  the  chosen  people, 
— the  witness  which  they  were  to  bear  for  the  God  of 
the  whole  earth.  If  the  compiler  of  the  book  of  Jonah, 
in  the  form  in  which  we  have  it,  lived  subsequently  to 
Nahum,  he  was  called  to  supply  a  chasm  in  the  life  of 
hig  people,  by  shewing  the  work  which  from  the  very 
first  they  had  to  do  for  the  aurronnding  nations,  by 
explaining  how  a  failure  in  that  work  was  a  sentence 
of  doath  upon  themselves,  Nahum  not  only  carries  on 
the  testimony  of  Jonah  respecting  the  certain  doom  of. 
an  evil  city ;  he  also  shews  us  how  the  called  race*, 
in  its  deepest  humihation  as  much  as  in  its  greateafc 
prosperity,  was  still  the  preacher  to  the  human  race ; 
how  its  existence  as  well  as  its  words  interpreted  the 
mystery  of  the  universe  and  made  the  rise  and  fall  of 
empires,  with  all  the  dark  crimes  that  led  to  both,  give 
out  pledges  of  consolation  and  hope. 

And  thus  we  are  enabled  to  understand  better  the 
New  Testament  use  of  these  Old  Testament  teachers. 
To  Nahum  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  direct 
allusion  in  the  Gospels.  Jonas  the  prophet  ia  referred 
to  in  a  memorable  discourse  of  our  Lord's,  recorded 
both  by  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke.   There  is  a  passags 
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in  the  twelfth  chapter  of  St.  Matthew^  to  which  there 
is  no  parallel  in  St.  Luke,  and  which  apparently  breaks 
the  connection  between  the  thirty-ninth  and  forty-first 
verses  of  the  chapter  in  which  it  occurs.  It  is  the  one 
which  says  that  as  Jonas  was  three  days  and  three 
nights  in  the  whalers  belly,  so  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth. 
I  dare  not  venture  to  use  this  passage  for  the 
estabUshment  of  any  doctrine,  because  I  have  heard 
no  satisfactory  explanation  of  it. 

The  solemn  week,  through  which  we  have  lately 
passed,  has  taught  us  that  the  period  between  our 
Lord^s  death  and  resurrection  was  not  three  days  and 
three  nights.  We  cannot  give  up  the  direct  assertions 
of  all  the  Evangelists,  the  sacred  convictions  of  eighteen 
centuries,  that  we  may  force  the  greatest  facts  in  the 
history  of  the  world  into  accordance  with  this  sentence. 
It  would  be  a  far  less  serious  alternative  to  admit  that 
it  may  have  crept  into  the  text  from  the  gloss  of  some 
commentator,  just  as  the  most  intelligent  divines  have 
yielded  to  the  belief  that  a  text  affirming  an  infinitely 
more  important  doctrine  crept  into  the  fifth  chapter  of 
the  first  Epistle  of  St.  John ;  an  admission  which,  so  far 
from  weakening  their  faith  in  that  doctrine,  has  helped 
them  to  see  it  unfolding  itself  through  the  whole  of 
Scripture  and  underlying  the  history  of  the  Church  and 
of  Mankind,  when  they  were  apt  to  look  for  the  main 
proof  of  it  in  a  single  text.  I  do  not  say  that  we  have 
any  authority  for  so  bold  a  course  as  this.  I  merely 
urge  it  as  a  duty  that  we  should  be  silent  when  we  are 
ignorant.  If  we  have  real  reverence  for  Scripture,  and 
a  firm  belief  in  that  which  it  declares,  we  shall  never 
strain  a  single  one  of  its  words  or  phrases,  or  strain  a 
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tinf^  i»ei  to  in«k«  it  fit  ihem.    AiHtbeces  boai 
Ai4uinmlf  will  vmaniif  bnng  it*  reward  in 
Hpprdbmtiion*  tA  tk«  whole  record  hervmfur. 

Ifut  tb»  wordu,  "An  «vil  and  adalterooB  genarstios 

•wbwtli  of r«r  a  Miflfn,  adJ  tUere  shall  no  aign  be  given  to 
Hr  Iriii  fhu  Miffn  irf  thn  prophet  JoDai),"i]lustntted  bytlie 
wiivdo  of  Ht,  f/tikn,  "  A«  Jonaa  wan  a  sign  onto  theNine- 
vitfli,  M  uliftl)  tho  Hrjfi  i>(  Man  be  to  tbig  generation,"  as 
wnll  Ai  by  thn  furUiur  wordH,  "The  men  of  Nioereh 
*lfiill  rlNd  ii|)  in  t.lio  juJtfnioDt  with  tbifi  geaeratioa  and 
■Imll  Don<lui[in  it;,  for  they  repentecl  ab  the  preaching  of 
JiilllM,  niid  liiihoUl  agrenturtbnn  Jonas  is  li ere,"  contain 
n.  iricNililritf  wliicli  i«t  not  afFuctini  by  the  omiBaiun  of  this 
Tim  Jnwn  flHkod  our  Lord  for  a  visible  sign  in 
tilt)  liroiviiim  to  uondrin  Ilia  nutliority.  He  answered 
Mmiii  tlmt  Jdiiiili  hiiriHulf  and  the  message  which  be 
bi'iiiiKbl.  wuro  niifiloient  aigiia  to  the  heathens  of 
Nimivoli.  Thoir  oonncioncPM  confessed  that  God  wasi 
■)itinliiiig  to  Ibmii ;  (hoy  felt  that  a  King  whom  they 
louild  not  H1HI  wil.t  iiothi-  thorn  ctiiimiog  their  homage;: 
they  tunipil  In  lliin.  Tho  Jews,  the  people  of  God, 
I'lioHpii  out  of  itll  the  countries  to  acknowledge  that 
UitKwii  TrMPiiw  »nd  piMcbum  it, — they  had  become  snch 
idiilatiiM,  no  l>)it)d  and  deaf  in  heart,  that  they  could 
bpliww  only  •(Miifont  ward  visible  image;  the  cry  to 
t<i  iWir  King  wiw  ultprly  lost  upoa  thent.  Hehimadf 
vriM  amiM))r  tbviii.  tKo  Word  by  whom  all  their  prophefa 
bad  <4W>t;t>ti.  I)it»  Kiitg  wbo  Tcms  sitting  on  tbe  holy  hiQ 
\vtXii>u,  Why  «rM«  tlMgr  BotftUe  tobearHimf  W« 
\l  nt4  Ui\'«un>  Hw  w«9  tk*  Sott  tjt  Uui  *  becanae  He 
iMMw^withwmMM^IoUwk.aBdthej',  sbat  apia  Adr 
|H«iit  AWl  •VGtwAiwMM.  Aid  Mt  Kk»  to  uke  qt  tkv 
I^MJlKtik  VMMif  IMIW  dU  M*  «H«  far  a  vvtKw  whU  WW 
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addressed  to  men  ?  The  people  of  Xiiiovoh  thoivfow 
repented  at  the  preaching  of  Jonah ;  the  pooplo  of  Joru- 
salem  did  not  repent  at  the  preaching  of  Jo:>us,  The 
Jew,  because  he  was  inhuman,  was  necossiirilv  uui»i\ll\\ 
He  would  not  acknowledge  the  Son  of  Man  ;  pnu^tioallv 
he  could  not  believe  in  Jehovah.  And  so  tho  oitY>  tlu^t 
holy  city,  would  become  the  bloody  city  :  in  it  wouUt 
be  fulfilled  the  law  which  had  boon  fultillod  in  tho 
Assyrian  capital.  Awful  and  everlasting  witness  of  tho 
divine  order;  which  asserted  itself  without  n^spoot  of 
persons  then,  which  will  assert  itself  without  n^spoi^t  of 
persons  always  !  The  Christian  Church,  tho  Chuwh  of 
the  human  race,  has  been  almost  as  slow  to  mnint^vin  its 
true  privilege  of  preaching  the  glad  tidings  i^f  Lovo  and 
Truth  to  the  human  race  as  the  Jewish  nation  its  fort^- 
runner  was.  Christian  prophets  have  shrunk  fn^iu  thoir 
commission,  fled  from  the  face  of  the  Lord>  boon  angry 
that  Grod  was  more  gracious  than  they  wore,  niourntnl 
over  their  perishing  gourds,  have  distrusted  ITim  who 
cares  for  the  men  and  the  women  and  the  calilo  in  ovory 
country  under  heaven.  But  the  Church  must  publish 
Gk>d's  righteousness  and  God^s  grace  to  mon^  lot  ita 
members  be  ever  so  unwilling.  If  the  tongues  of 
prophets  are  silent,  if  divine  feasts  and  worship  coaso^ 
then  by  its  own  captivity  it  will  be  taught  itself,  it  will 
teach  mankind,  who  is  its  King,  its  Judgo^  its  Saviour, 
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Bohoid,  hia  boh)  wUob  ia  lifted  ap  ia  not  nprighc  in  him :  btit  tik0   1 
Jast  shall  live  by  Mb  faith. — Habakedk  ii.  i. 


I 


Thbbb  is  a  traditioD  that  Isaiah  survived  Hezekiah,  ] 
and  suffered  death  in  the  days  of  Manaaaeh.  Even  . 
the  manner  of  his  death  has  been  determined ;  it  has 
been  said  that  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
refers  to  him  when  he  speaks  of  some  having  been 
sawn  asunder,  A  vague  rumour  of  this  kind  cannot 
be  of  the  least  help  in  determining  the  application  of 
a  prophecy,  and  there  are  no  words  in  the  book  of 
Isaiah  which  warrant  us  in  extending  any  part  of  it 
beyond  the  time  denoted  by  the  opening  verse.  The 
belief  that  he  became  a  martyr  arose  from  the  im- 
probability that  any  righteous  man  could  be  suffered 
to  live  in  the  days  of  Manasseb. 

These  days  are  described  to  us  as  darker  than  any 
which  had  preceded  them  in  the  kingdom  of  Judah. 
"The  king  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lordj  after  the  abomination  of  the  heathen  whom 
the  Lord  oa?t  out  before  the  children  of  Israel,  For 
he  built  up  again  the  high-places  which  Hezekiah  his 
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father  had  destroyed ;  and  he  reared  up  altars  For 
Baalj  and  made  a  grore  as  did  Ahab  king  of  Israel ; 
and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served 
them.  Aud  he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  hjuven 
in  the  two  courts  of  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  ha 
made  his  son  pass  through  the  fire,  and  observed 
times,  and  used  enchantments  and  dealt  with  familiar 
spirits  and  wizards.  .  .  .  Moreover,  Manasseh  shed 
innocent  blood  very  much,  till  he  had  filled  Jerusalem 
from  one  end  to  another." — (2  Kings  xxi.  2-16.) 

This  state  of  things  must  have  lasted  a  long  time. 
He  was  but  twelve  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 
BO  that  the  violent  change  may  not  have  begun  at 
once,  though  it  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  the 
counsellors,  who  had  brought  vain  oblations  and  been 
very  active  on  the  new  moons  and  Sabbaths  during 
the  reign  of  the  father,  may  have  cultivated  all  the 
Buperstitions  and  idolatrous  tendencies  that  were 
ripening  in  the  mind  of  the  son,  and  may  have 
encouraged  Jiim  to  set  up  groves  and  high-places  even 
during  his  minority.  However,  as  he  reigned  fifty 
and  five  years,  this  supposition  is  hardly  necessary 
to  account  for  the  extent  aud  completeness  of  the 
reaction.  Nor  will  any  attentive  reader  of  Isaiah  and 
Micah  feel  astonished  by  it.  They,  especially  the 
last,  enable  us  to  see  the  seeds  of  ail  corruption  in  a 
period  of  health.  The  lying  prophet,  the  drunken 
priest,  may  have  been  hidden,  even  may  have  been 
externally  reformed,  in  the  later  golden  years  of 
Hezekiah ;  but  the  soil,  out  of  which  they  bad  grown, 
and  which  had  cherished  them,  was  sure  to  produce 
the  like  weeds  afterwards  whenever  the  diligent 
culture  waa  withdrawn  from  it,  even  if  their  growth 
2b2 
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Ttas  not  fostered  and  qaickened  by  the  hands  wliicli'l 
ehould  have  extirpated  them. 

We  do  not  hear  of  any  special  prophet  at  thia  time.  J 
Probably  there  was  no  one  then  whose  visions  were'i 
committed  to  writing,  no  one  perhaps  whose  visions-' 1 
extended  beyond  the  immediate  evil  and  its  coming'  ] 
punishment.     Mere  simple  denunciations,  such  ( 
beard  of  among  the  early  seers  of  Israel,  may  have 
supplied  the  place  of  the  winding  discourse  and  the 
song  that  rose  from  the  depths  of  earth  to  the  heights 
of  Heaven.     This  we  should  infer  from  the  words  in  _ 
the  Book  of  Kings ;  "  The  Lord  spake  by  His  servants  I 
the  prophets,  saying,  Because  Manasseh  king  of  Jadah   [ 
hath  done  these  abominations,  and  hath  done  wickedly 
above  all  that  the  Ainorites  did,  which  were  before 
him,  and  hath  made  Judah  also  to  sin  with  his  idols :    | 
therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Behold  !■  j 
am  bringing  such  evil   upon  Jerosalem   and   Jadah, 
that  whosoever  heareth  of  it,  both  his  ears  shall  tingle.  1 
And  I  will  stretch  over  Jerusalem  the  line  of  Samaria,  f 
and  the  plummet  of  the  bouse  of  Ahab :  and  I  will'  1 
wipe  Jerusalem  as  a  man  wipeth  a  dish,  wiping  it  and  I 
turning  it  upside  down.     And  I  will  forsake  the  rem-  ] 
nant  of  mine  inheritance,  and  deliver  them  into  the  I 
hand  of  their  enemies  ;  and  they  shall  become  a  prey  j 
and  spoil  to  all  their  enemies ;  because  they  have  done  | 
that  which  was  evil  in  my  sight ;  and  have  provoked  ] 
me  to  anger,  since  the  day  their  faiheiB  came  out  of'  H 
Egypt,  even  unto  thia  day."— (2  Kings  xxi.  10—15.) 

The  immediate  accomplishment  of  this  prediction  | 
is  thus  recorded  in  the  Second  Book  of  Chronicles 
xxxiii.  2  :   "  Wherefore  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  the 
captains  of  the  host  of  the  king  of  Assyria,  which  took 
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Manaaseli  among  the  thorns,  and  bound  him  with  fetters 
and  carried  him  to  Babylon."  Babylon,  which  had 
revolted  from  the  Assyrian  Empire,  had  again  become  a 
portion  of  it.  That  empire  was  exhibiting  in  its  latter 
daya  all  ita  ancient  character.  But  its  former  capital  was 
beginning  to  be  threatened  by  the  Medea.  Babylon, 
the  old  glory  of  the  Chaldees,  soon  to  become  the  centre 
of  a  new  Chaldean  empire,  having  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  ita  siege,  waa  probably  the  centre  of  Asiatic 
religion  and  civilisation.  Manaaseh  would  find  himself 
Burrounded  there  by  the  gods  of  whom  he  had  set  np 
images  in  Jerusalem ;  he  would  see  that  in  its  per- 
fection which  he  had  tried  to  imitate  on  a  poor  and 
insignificant  scale.  And  he  would  be  under  the  rod 
with  which  he  had  wished  to  scourge  his  subjects.  This 
was  the  kind  of  lesson  which  all  the  prophets  had  pre- 
pared their  kings  for.  They  had  dallied  with  idolatry . 
there  was  something  in  it  specially  attractive,  it  seemed 
BO  much  more  passionate,  devoot,  sympathetic,  than 
that  worship  which  the  law  of  their  fathers  had  pre- 
scribed. Their  taste  would  be  gratified.  They  should 
experience  this  worship  in  the  length  and  depth  and 
breadth  of  it.  They  had  dallied  with  tyranny ;  what 
old  decrees  and  statutes  had  power  to  bind  them,  the 
mlers  of  the  land  ?  what  obligations  had  they  to  their 
serfs  and  bondsmen  ?  No  remedy  can  be  effectual  for 
such  thoughts,  but  that  which  is  said  to  have  been  tried 
upon  the  Sicilian  masters  in  the  days  of  Timoleon — 
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upon  the  bicilian  masters  m  the  days  oi  Timoleon —  ■ 

the  becoming  serfs  and  bondsmen  themselves.   In  this  H 

case  we  are  told  it  was  efEectual.     Mauasseh  humbled  ^B 

L himself,  turned  to  the  LoimI  God  of  Israel,  was  brought  ^B 

back  to  Jerusalem  another  man.   Probably  he  was  able  ^M 

LO  effect  a  very  partial  cure  of  the  evils  which  he  had  ^M 
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cansed  and  of  tlie  confusion  from  which  the  land  n 
have  been   eufferiTig  during  hia  captivity.     The  short 
reign  of  his  son  is  represented  as  not  less  corrnpt  than 
the  greater  part  of  his  own  had  been ;  it  was  ended  by- 
conspiracy  and  assassination.     Josiah,  a  boy  of  eight 
years  old,  was  left.    There  may  have  been  a  promise  of 
good  in  himself  from  his  childhood ;  but  the  first  years  of 
hia  reign  must  have  exhibited  al!  the  crimes  and  miseries 
which  had  been  ripening  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
To  this  period  the  prophet  Zephaniah  belongs.    In 
the  opening  of  this  book,  we  are  told  that  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  to  him  in  the  days  of  Josiah  the  son  of 
Amon.    We  have  a  right  to  suppose  that  they  were  J 
bia  earliest  days,  for  this  book  does  not  allude  to  any  J 
symptoms  of  reformation.     The  sentences  with  which-l 
it  commences  are  all  indicative  of  coming  woes  and  I 
present  idolatry.     "1  will  utterly  consume  all  things  I 
from  off  the  land,  eaitb  the  Lord.     I  will  consume  man  J 
and  beast;  I  will  consume  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and'  I 
the  fishes  of  the  sea,  and  the  stnmbling-blocks  witl»i| 
the  wicked.     And  I  will  cut  ofi  man  from  off  the  Is 
saith  the  Lord.     1  will  also  stretch  out  my  hand  on  1 
Jadah,  and  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  and'  1 
I  will  cut  ofi  the  remnant  of  Baal  from  this  place  and    ] 
the  name  of  the  Chemarims  with  the  priests.     And 
them  that  worship  the  hosts  of  heaven  upon  the  house 
tops ;  and  them  that  worship  and  swear  by  the  Lord, 
and  that  swear  by  Malcham  ;  and  them  that  are  turned 
back  from  the  Lord ;  and  those  that  have  not  sought 
the  Lord  nor  inquired  for  Him."     All  these  different 
classes  of  evil-doers — the  prophets,  priests,   and  de- 
votees of  the  old  PhoBuician  worship ;  those  of  the  new 
Sabtean  or  Babylonian  worship  ;  those  who  had  nomi- 
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nally  adliered  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah  hut  secretly 
sn-ore  by  some  other  nnme;  those  that  without  any 
forms  of  false  religion  had  become  utterly  indifferent, 
heartless,  unbelieving,  are  warned  that  a  day  of  the 
Loi'd  is  at  hand,  a  great  sacrifice  to  'which  He  had 
bidden  His  guests. 

There  is  a  vagueness  in  the  prophet's  description  of 
the  approaching  calamity,  But  he  is  vague  no  longer 
when  he  speaks  of  the  evils  which  the  day  of  the  Lord 
ia  to  bring  to  light  and  punish.  He  is  as  distinct  as 
any  of  bis  predecessors  in  declaring  that  it  would 
disturb  them  "  who  are  settled  on  their  lees,"  who  say, 
'  The  Lord  wili  not  do  good,  neither  will  He  do  evil.' 
He  says  that  "the  princes'  and  the  kings'  children 
and  those  who  were  clothed  with  strange  apparel," 
that  is  to  say,  all  the  proud  and  luxurious  courtiers, — 
"  those  that  leap  on  the  threshold,  and  fill  their  masters' 
houses  with  violence  and  deceit,"  that  is  to  say,  the  tools 
of  injustice,  legal  or  military,  who  violated  the  sanctity 
of  the  humble  man's  dwelling  to  obtain  treasures  for 
their  employers; — those  who  dreamed  that  their  silver 

I  and  their  gold  would  be  able  to  deliver  them  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord's  wrath; — all  would  be  guests  at  the  sacri- 
fice; their  goods  would  become  a  booty  and  their  homes 
a  desolation.  Instead  of  the  ordinary  cry  of  the  seller, 
there  would  be  a  cry  from  one  gate  and  a  howling  from 
another,  that  the  enemy  was  approaching.  They  would 
walk  like  bewildered  blind  men,  "their  blood  would  be 
poured  out  as  dnst,  and  their  flesh  as  the  dung." 
These  heaviest  threatenings  apply  to  Judah  and 
Jerusalem.  But  such  a  day  as  this  would  affect  them 
just  because  it  would  affect  all  the  nations.  In  this  sense 
Zephaniah,  like  every  other  prophet,  is  a  leveller.    The 
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people  of  God  has  to  take  its  lot  among  the  other 
people.  Its  am  briDga  the  same  panishment  aa  theira. 
The  only  difference  is,  that  its  sins  are  represented  as 
more  cardinal,  more  radical  than  those  of  all  others ; 
there  is  in  them  more  of  conscious  disobedience ;  they 
Bpring  from  a  more  direct  resistance  to  a  Will  which 
has  revealed  itself,  has  made  its  righteousneBS  and 
mercy  visible  in  acts.  Zepbaniah  proceeds  to  speak 
of  this  judgment  as  one  that  would  make  "  Gaza. 
forsaken,  and  Ashkelon  a  desolation,  which  would  drive 
ont  Ashdod  at  the  noonday  and  root  up  Ekron,  which 
wonld  bring  woe  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  aea-coast 
and  destroy  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  which  would 
cause  Moab  to  be  as  Sodom,  and  the  children  of  Ammon 
as  Gomorrah,  which  would  slay  the  Ethiopians  with 
the  swoi-d ; "  finally,  "  which  would  destroy  Assyria 
and  make  Nineveh  a  desolation." — (ii.  4—13.) 

And  yet  here  the  same  paradox  encounters  us  whict  i 
we  have  met  with  elsewhere.  A  vision  of  blessedness  i 
to  the  chosen  race,  to  the  Jews  already  in  captivity  as ' 
well  as  to  those  who  might  hereafter  go  into  it,  seems 
to  come  out  of  this  expected  ruin.  The  deserted  sea- 
coast  '  shall  be  for  the  remnant  of  the  house  of  Judah  ;* 
'in  the  houses  of  Ashkelon  shall  they  lie  down  in  the 
evening ; '  '  the  residue  of  my  people  shall  possess  the 
land  from  which  Ammonites  and  Moabites  have  been 
cast  out.'  Were  such  promises  to  comfort  those  ttat 
were  dwelling  in  the  security  that  they  were  the  blessed 
of  the  Lord,  and  that  all  others  were  cursed  and  hated 
by  Him  ?  No,  they  were  to  comfort  "  the  meek  of  the 
earth,  those  who  were  seeking  righteousness  and  seek- 
ing meekness."  Those  who  desired  to  see  right eousneaa 
and  meekness  triumphant  over  wrong  and  violence. 
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were  to  learn  that  this  was  the  end  of  all  these  pnnish- 
n^pnts,  that  they  were  to  bring  down  the  haughtiness 
of  the  Jews  aa  much  as  Gentiles,  to  crush  them  in 
themselves  that  they  might  become  faithful  witnesses 
of  God.  If  a  remnant  of  their  own  tribes  would  take 
possession  of  villages  and  coasts  from  which  the  races 
about  them  had  been  cast  out,  it  would  not  be  till  they 
had  shared  their  misery  and  been  taught  to  know  that 
their  God  was  not  one  of  those  carnal  separate  gods 
whom  men  set  up,  but  was  the  God  who  ordered 
the  times  before  appointed  and  the  bounds  of  man's 
habitation,  that  in  every  place  they  might  be  led 
to  seek  Him,  No  sorrow  could  be  too  tremendous 
which  fixed  the  truth  in  the  mind  of  Israelites 
that  they  were  to  be  a  bond  of  peace  to  all  lands, 
not  at  once  the  imitators  and  the  pattern  of  their 
hatreds. 

Therefore,  when  Zephaniah  has  foretold  the  cntting 
off  of  the  nations,  the  desolation  of  their  towers,  the 
emptying  of  their  cities,  he  says  to  Israel,  "  I  will  take 
away  out  of  the  midst  of  thee  them  that  rejoice  in  thy 
pride,  and  thou  shalt  no  more  be  haughty  because  of 
mine  holy  mountain.  I  will  also  leave  in  the  midst  of 
thee  an  afflicted  and  poor  people,  and  they  shall  trust 
in  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  The  remnant  of  Israel  shall 
not  do  iniquity  nor  speak  lies ;  neither  shall  a  deceitful 
tongue  be  found  in  their  mouth." — (iii,  11—13.) 

He  had  already  uttered  another  promise  which 
Israelites  might  well  claim,  but  which  they  could  not 
limit  to  themselves.  "For  then  will  I  turn  to  the 
people  a  pure  language,  that  tliey  may  all  call  upon  the 
Name  of  the  Lord,  to  serve  Him  with  one  consent."— 
(iii.  9.)     Such  an  expectation  of  a  universal  kingdom 
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the  prophet  knew  must  be  the  moat  consolatory  of  aH^ 
to  those  who  were  sorrowful  in  the  solemn  assembly, 
to  whom  the  reproach  of  Israel  was  a  burden.  They 
would  feel  that  a  blessing  to  all  nations  was  the 
highest  blessing  which  they  could  desire  themselves, 
that  when  it  was  fulfilled,  they  should  know  that  "  the 
King  of  Israel,  even  the  Lord,  was  in  the  midst  of  them; 
and  that  Ho  had  turned  back  their  captivity  frontJ 
before  their  eyes." 

It  is  not  a  new,  and  certainly  it  is  a  very  reaaott-B 
able  supposition,  that  these  earnest   exhortations   ofl 
Zephaniah  may  have  been  at  least  one  influence  ia^ 
bringing   about    the   great   reformation   which   com- 
menced in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Josiah's  reign.! 
Hia  name,  however,  does  not  occur  in  the  passage  o£3 
the  Book  of  Kings  which  describes  that  reformation.  J 
The  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord,  it  seems,  had  become  ■ 
a  strange  and  unknown   book  even  to   Shaphan  the  I 
scribe  and  to  Hilkiah  the  priest.     When  Hilkiah  read  * 
it  before  the  king,  we  are  told  that  "he  rent  hia  clothes 
and  said,  'Enquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  the 
people,  and  for  all  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  thia 
book  that  is  found.    For  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord 
that  is  kindled  against  us,  because  our  fathers  have  not 
hearkened  to  the  words  of  this  book,  to  do  all  that  is 
written  concerning  us.'  "     The  person  they  consult  i 
not  Zephaniah  (who  may  perhaps  have  gone   to  hia  1 
rest),  but  Huldah  the  prophetess.     She  declares  that  ] 
the  words  of  the  book  of  the  law  would  be  fulfilled  ] 
against    Judah    and   Jenisalem ;    but    that    the    king, 
whose  heart  was  tender  and  who  had  humbled  him-  i 
self,   should   not   see   all   the   evil   which   should   he  J 
brought  on  that  place. — (2  Kings  xxii.) 
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The  reformation  was  searching  and  vigorous  in 
proportion  to  the  humiliation  and  shame  which  had 
preceded  it.  It  was  grounded  upon  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  covenant  which  the  living  God  had  made 
with  the  people.  All  the  vessels  that  had  been  made 
for  Baal  and  for  the  grove,  and  the  chariots  of  the  sun, 
were  burnt  with  fire ;  the  idolatrous  priests  were  put 
down,  the  high-places  were  defiled,  the  altars  which 
Ahaz  and  Manasseh  had  set  up  were  broken  in  pieces 
«nd  their  dust  cast  into  the  brook  Kidroo ;  every  relio 
of  the  Solomon  idolatry  was  extinguished.  The  images 
in  Saraaria  and  Bethel  were  treated  like  those  ia 
Jerusalem.  The  moral  abominations  which  had  accom- 
panied these  idolatries,  and  the  different  forma  of  devil- 
worahip  which  had  prevailed  in  all  parts  of  the  land, 
were  rooted  out  so  far  as  it  was  possible  for  a  king  to 
root  them  out.  Finally,  the  king  commanded  all  the 
people,  saying,  "  Keep  the  passover  unto  the  Lord  your 
God,  as  it  ia  written  in  the  book  of  the  covenant." 
This  great  pledge  of  the  national  unity  seems  to  have 
been  hailed  by  the  people  in  the  distant  parts  of  the 
land  more  than  it  was  in  Hezekiah's  days,  when  the 
Samaritans  could  still  cling  to  their  separate  king  and 
their  private  altars.  For  the  historian  says,  "Surely 
there  was  not  holden  such  a  passover  from  the  days  of 
the  judges  that  judged  Israel,  nor  in  all  the  days  o£ 
the  kings  of  Israel,  nor  of  the  kings  of  Judah." 

As  Hnldah  the  prophetess  declared, the  terrible  judg- 
ment,  which  Zophaniab  saw  overhanging  the  laud,  did 
not  come  upon  it  in  the  days  of  Josiah.  But  a  calamity 
was  at  hand,  and  the  king  himself  was  the  author  of  it. 
It  was  the  precursor  of  all  those  which  his  repentance 
had  delayed.     Like  the  best  of  his  predecessors,  the 


young  king  could  not  resist  the  vanity  of  apecnlatiog- 
upon  the  relations  of  the  great  powers  to  each  other 
and  of  plunging  into  foreign  wars.  WhOe  Asia  was  in 
tumult,  it  was  not  unnatural  that  Egypt  should  seem 
to  him  his  moat  formidable  enemy.  He  fancied  he 
could  resist  it.  He  went  out  against  Pharaoh  Nechoh, 
and  his  servants  carried  him  in  a  chariot  dead  from 
Megiddo,  and  brought  him  to  Jerusalem,  and  buried 
him  in  his  own  sepulchre. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  a  temporary  Egyptian 
ascendancy.  His  son  Jehoahaz  reigned  but  three 
months  in  Jerusalem.  And  Pharaoh  Nechoh  pnt  him 
in  bonds  at  Riblah  in  the  land  of  Hamath,  and  he 
went  to  Egypt  and  died  there.  Zephaniah'a  predic- 
tions were  partially  fulfilled.  Princes  and  kings  were 
becoming  guests  at  a  sacrifice ;  their  goods  were 
becoming  a  booty,  and  their  houses  a  desolation.  It 
seemed  as  if  Egypt  might  be  the  enslaver  of  the 
children  aa  it  had  been  of  the  fathers.  "For  Pharaoh 
Nechoh  made  Eliakim  king  in  the  room  of  Jehoahaz 
his  father,  and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoiakim.  And 
Jehoiakim  gave  the  silver  and  the  gold  to  Pharaoh ; 
but  he  taxed  the  land  to  give  the  money  according  to 
the  commandment  of  Pharaoh :  he  exacted  the  silver 
and  the  gold  of  the  people  of  the  land,  of  every  one 
according  to  his  taxation,  to  give  it  unto  Pharaoh 
Nechoh."— (2  Kings  xxiii.  31-35.) 

But  a  day  of  the  Lord  was  at  hand  for  Pharaoh  as 
well  Bs  fof  the  kings  of  Judah. 

"  In  his  days  Nebuchadnezzar  Idng  of  Babylon  came 
up,  and  Jehoiakim  became  his  servant  three  years;  then 
he  turned  and  rebelled  against  him.  And  the  Lord 
sent  against  him  bands  .of  the  Chaldees,  and  bands  of 


\ 

I 


THE  BANDS   OP   FKEEB00TER3.  381 

tbe  SyrianB,  and  bands  of  the  Moabites,  and  bands  of 
tlie  children  of  Ammon,  and  sent  them  against  Jadah 
to  destroy  it,  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which 
He  spake  by  His  servants  the  prophets.  Snrely  at  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  came  this  npoD  Judah,  to 
vemove  them  out  of  his  sight,  for  the  sins  of  Manasseh, 
according  to  all  that  he  did ;  and  also  for  the  innocent 
blood  that  be  shed  (for  he  filled  Jeraaalem  with  inno- 
cent blood) ;  which  the  Lord  would  not  pardon." — 
(2  Kings  xxiv.  1—4.) 

This  passage  describes,  in  the  first  place,  the  irrup- 
tion of  different  inorganic  bands  of  freebooters.  The 
time  of  it  may  correspond  to  the  time  of  that  Scjthiau 
domination  of  which  Herodotus  speaks.  In  such  an 
anarchy,  waifs  and  relics  of  the  different  nations  which 
had  been  extinguished  by  the  Assyrian  Empire,  would 
be  gathered  together.  What  the  Greek  historian 
describes  under  one  vagne  general  name,  would  present 
itself  to  each  particniar  land  as  a  collection  of  different 
neighbouring  tribes,  one  more  conspicuous  and  civilised 
than  the  rest  as  its  leader.  Nebuchadnezzar  now  first 
presents  himself  to  us  as  the  head  and  representative 
of  the  Chaldean  race,  as  the  organiser  of  these  loose 
bands  into  a  new  empire,  as  the  conqueror  of  Egypt, 
as  the  Babylonian  ruler  of  his  day. 

For  the  full  interpretation  of  his  commission  and 
of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim,  we  must  tarn  to  the  prophet 
Jeremiah.  Bnt  there  is  another  prophet  whose  visions 
seem  to  refer  precisely  to  this  period ;  who  describes 
the  Chaldeans,  not  as  they  would  appear  to  one  who 
lived  in  an  earlier  time  when  they  were  connected 
with  the  older  Asiatic  civilisation,  nor  yet  at  a  later 
when  Nebuchadnezzar's  empire  had  been  completely 
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The  prophet  is  cast  dtuvn,  but  not  in  despnir.  He 
cries  ont,  "Art  thou  not  from  everlasting,  0  Lord  my 
Grod,  mine  Ho!y  one  ?  we  shall  not  die.  O  Lord,  thoa 
hast  ordained  them  for  jadg'ment :  and,  0  mighty  God, 
thott  hast  established  them  for  correction."  He  knew 
tliat  that  was  true :  and  there  was  comfort  in  the 
knowledge.  But  a  man  cannot  sustain  himself  on  a 
maxim  or  a  proposifciOD.  He  must  speak  ont  his  doubt 
and  his  angnish. 

"Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and 
canst  not  look  on  iniquity:  wherefore  lookest  thou 
upon  them  that  deal  treacherously,  and  boldest  thy 
tongue  when  the  wicked  devoureth  the  man  that  is 
more  rigbteona  than  he  ?  And  makest  men  as  the 
fishes  of  the  sea,  as  the  creeping  things,  that  have  no 
ruler  over  them  ?  They  take  up  all  of  them  with  tha 
angle,  they  catch  them  in  their  net,  and  gather  them 
in  their  drag;  therefore  they  rejoice  and  are  glad. 
Therefore  they  sacrifice  unto  their  net,  and  bum  in- 
cense unto  their  drag ;  because  by  them  their  portion 
is  fat,  and  their  meat  plenteous.  Shall  they  therefore 
empty  their  net,  and  not  spare  continually  to  slay  the 
nations?"— (i.  12-17.) 

A  heathen,  and  alas  !  how  many  a  Christian,  would 
be  afraid  thus  to  reason  with  God  concerning  His 
judgments.  He  would  cover  his  practical  unbelief  and 
inward  murmuring  with  the  hollow  phrases,  '  No 
doubt  all  is  for  the  best;'  'It  is  the  will  of  God  and 
must  be  right.*  The  Jewish  prophet  believed  in  God 
as  a  Person,  and  not  as  a  dark  blank  fate;  and  therefore 
he  could  boldly  say,  '  I  know  this  ia  not  right.  Oh  I 
Thou  who  art  altogether  right,  explain  to  me  the 
■contradictions  in  Thy  universe ;   tell   me  why  Thoa 
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sufFerest  evil  to  dwell  in  it.  Let  me  not  have  words 
to  solve  the  dark  enigmas  o£  fact,  bat  give  me  some 
ground  upon  which  I  can  stand  when  all  is  reeling 
and  shaking  around  me.  And  let  it  be  a  ground  upon 
which  I  may  rest  my  hope,  not  for  myself  only,  but 
for  my  race  upon  which  these  oppreaaora  are  trampling,' 
The  prayer  was  heard.  The  words  which  I  have  taken 
for  my  text  give  the  answer :  '  His  soul  which  is  lifted 
up  is  not  upright  in  him;  but  the  just  shall  live  by 
his  faith.'  The  secret  of  all  Chaldean  and  Babylonian 
oppression  lies  there ;  the  man  is  lifted  up  in  himself, 
He  thinks  he  has  something  of  hia  own  upon  which  h^ 
may  exalt  himself ;  therefore  he  treats  human  beings 
as  if  they  were  creeping  things  or  fishes  of  the  sea. 
There  lies  the  secret  of  the  life  of  an  Israelite ;  he  fihall 
live  by  his  faith.  Feeling  and  knowing  himself  to  be 
nothing,  he  is  obliged  to  cast  himself  wholly  upon  God. 
And  anything  which  takes  away  that  self-confidence, 
and  anything  which  brings  forth  that  faith,  is  blessed, 
is  divine ;  let  the  outward  aspects  of  it  be  as  dark,  let 
the  inward  anguish  which  it  produces  be  as  terrible, 
as  it  may.  Here  ia  the  solution  of  the  riddles  of  the 
universe ;  here  is  the  key  to  God's  dark  and  inscrutable 
ways.  Not  a  solution  which  we  can  resort  to  as  if  it 
were  a  formula  of  ready  application,  which  may  stifie 
questioning  and  set  our  minds  at  ease.  Not  a  key 
such  as  empirics  and  diviners  use,  pretending  that 
they  know  all  the  wards  of  every  mystery  and  can 
open  it  at  their  pleasure,  but  one  to  which  the  humble 
and  the  meek  can  alwaya  resort  when  moat  baffled, 
when  most  ignorant, — one  which  helps  them  to  wel- 
come their  own  tribulations,  and  to  see  in  the  tribula- 
tions of  the  world  a  sure  witness  that  the  earth  shall 
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be  tilled  with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
as  the  waters  cover  the  sea. 

Id  this  spirit  Habbakak  stands  and  waits.  He 
writes  the  vision  and  makes  it  plain  upon  tables  that 
he  that  ranneth  may  read  it ;  that  men  in  atter-daya 
may  know  how  their  forefathers  have  suSered  and 
sorrowed,  and  may  know  where  they  could  not  find 
nnd  where  tbey  did  find  deliverance.  He  does  not  see 
to  the  end  of  the  vision;  he  does  not  ask  to  see.  There 
JM  yet  an  appointed  time;  to  tarry  is  his  task, — yes, 
niid  his  privileye.  For  no  sudden  discovery  could  give 
him  the  simple  dependence,  the  thorough  confidence, 
to  which  he  is  trained  amidst  clouds  and  darkness. 
Out  of  that  darkness  there  rises, — not  some  Atlantis, 
some  island  of  the  blessed,  whither  men  may  fly  from 
the  misery  that  is  about  them.     He  says — 

"God  came  from  Teman,  and  the  Holy  One  from 
Mount  Paran.  Selah.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens, 
and  the  earth  was  full  of  His  praise.  And  His  bright- 
ness was  as  the  light ;  He  had  horns  coming  oat  of  Hia 
linnd :  and  there  was  the  hiding  of  His  power,"-^ 
(m.3,1..) 

The  land  in  which  he  dwelt,  the  mountains  on  which 
ha  had  looked  from  childhood, — these  and  not  some 
ffir-off  world  spoke  to  bim  of  the  Divine  Presence. 
God  was  there.  And  this  God  was  He  who  had 
delivered  His  people,  who  cared  for  the  poor  and 
needy,  who  had  declared  war  against  the  proud  and 
oppressor.  To  eee  the  pestilence  and  the  burning  coals 
working  as  Hia  ministers,  the  everlasting  mountains 
BwiiUowed  at  His  word,  the  rivers  cleaving  the  earth, 
the  sun  and  moon  standing  still  or  moving  at  the 
light  of  His  arrows ;  this  was  fearful,  it  made  his  lips 
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quiver  and  his  hands  tremble.  Tet  the  sight  gave  him 
rest  in  the  day  of  trouble.  At  the  root  of  confusion  waa 
eternal  order ;  every  dark  power  in  Nature,  every  human 
will,  must  work  out  the  purposes  of  Eternal  Love. 

"  Although  the  fig-tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither 
nhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines ;  the  labour  of  the  olive  shall 
fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  shall 
be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in 
the  stalls;  Yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in 
the  God  of  my  salvation."— (iii.  17,  18.} 

The  saddest  of  all  prophecies  ends  with  a  song, — 
the  stringed  instruments  give  out  a  music  which  ia 
deeper  than  all  the  discords  and  wailings  of  Creation. 
Brethren  !  may  ifc  be  granted  to  us  with  purged  ears 
to  hear  that  music ;  may  it  have  an  echo  in  our  inmost 
hearts  I  We  shall  hear  it  best,  we  shall  join  in  it  most 
fervently,  when  we  have  confessed  how  little  fruit  we 
have  ourselves  brought  forth  to  God,  when  we  have 
mourned  over  the  dryness  and  barrenness  of  God's 
Church.  Then  when  we  have  felt  how  death  is  written 
upon  all  things,  we  shall  begin  to  know  the  power  of 
the  risen  life;  we  shall  understand  the  truth, — Jesus 
Christ  was  crucified  in  the  flesh,  that  He  might  be 
quickened  in  the  Spirit,  and  that,  together  with  His 
own  body.  He  might  quicken  ua  and  the  whole  universe. 


SERMON  XXII. 

TEMPTATION   THE   SCHOOL  OF  THE  PHOPHET. 

(Lincnln's  Inn,  tih  Simday  after  Eauior.—May  9, 1862.) 

Then  N^d  T,  "Ab  Lord  GodI  Behold,  I  oannat  spea^,  for  I  a- 
child."  But  the  Lord  anid  onto  mp,  "  Say  not,  I  am  a  child  :  for 
tboD  Bhnlt  go  to  all  that  I  shall  send  thee,  and  whataoever  I 
ooBimami,  llioa  ahalt  apeak.  Be  not  afraid  of  their  faceB;  for 
I  am  with  Ihea  to  deliver  thee,"  saith  the  Lord. — Jes.  i.  6-fl. 

It  13  not  improbable  that  Jeremiah  waa  almost  a  child 
when  he  spoke  these  words.  The  earliest  of  the 
prophets  was  called  to  hia  office  when  he  waa  girded 
with  the  linen  ephod  which  Hannah  had  made  for 
him.  The  king  of  the  land  at  the  time  when  the 
word  of  the  Lord  first  came  to  Jeremiah  waa  a  child, 
and  yet  knew  that  he  was  destined  to  do  a  great  work. 
Joaiah  had  clear  evidence  that  he  was  designated  to 
his  task  before  his  birth ;  it  devolved  upon  him  simply 
because  he  was  the  heir  of  the  house  of  David.  The  I 
like  assurance  came  in  another  way  to  the  young  prieat.l 
of  Anathoth.  To  him  it  waa  revealed,  "Before  I 
formed  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee;  before  thou 
earnest  ont  of  the  womb  I  sanctified  thee  and  I 
ordiiined  thee  a  prophet  nnto  the  nations.' 

I  do  not  believe  it  would  have  been  possible 
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either  of  them,  when  ha  became  a  man,  to  have 
suffered  life  without  this  conviction.  If  the  king  had 
thought  that  he  held  his  power  becaase  there  were 
some  special  virtues  in  him  which  entitled  him  to  it ; 
if  Jeremiah  had  fancied  that  he  was  a  prophet  hecanse 
there  was  in  him  a  certain  aptitude  for  uttering  divine 
discourees  and  foreseeing  calamities,  who  can  tell  the 
weariness  and  loathing  which  each  would  have  felt  for 
bis  task  when  it  led  to  no  seeming  result,  except  the 
dislike  of  all  against  or  for  whom  it  was  exercised, — 
still  more  when  the  powers  and  graces  which  were 
supposed  to  be  the  qualifications  for  it  became  con- 
sciously feeble.  Nothing  but  a  witness,  the  more  sure 
for  being  secret,  '  thou  wast  marked  and  sealed  for  this 
function  before  thou  hadst  done  good  or  evil ;  all  thy 
powers  are  endowments  to  fit  thee  for  fulfilling  thy 
vocation,  but  do  not  constitute  it ;  they  may  perish, — 
the  comfort  and  inward  satisfaction  in  the  work  may 
perish, — it  may  produce  nothing  but  pain  to  thyself 
and  to  those  who  are  brought  within  thy  influence, — or 
harder  still,  it  may  be  regarded  with  utter  indifference 
and  contempt  by  others  till  thou  almost  art  taught  to 
despise  it  thyself :  still  the  words  must  be  spoken ;  the 
acts  must  be  done;  for  they  are  not  thy  words  or  thy 
acta ;' — nothing,  I  say,  but  such  a  persuasion  as  this, 
written  and  rewritten  in  a  man's  heart,  could  sustain 
him  against  the  conflicts  outward  and  inward  which 
pursue  the  righteous  king  and  the  true  prophet. 

In  proportion,  then,  as  a  man  had  to  sustain  &  more 
than  usual  amount  of  such  conflicts,  one  might  suppose 
that  his  discipline  would  begin  early,  that  there  would 
be  intimations  to  Lim  in  boyhood,  which  would  assure 
him  afterwards  that  he  had  not  rushed  into  his  office 
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tlirongU  seme  raomeatary  impulse,  but  that  a  hand, 
whicli  he  could  not  shrink  from  or  shake  off,  had  been 
leading  him,  drawing  him,  even  dragging  him,  forwards 
when  he  was  most  reluctant  and  would  most  readily 
have  gone  aome  other  way. 

This  conclusion  is  strengthened  by  some  evidencB^ 
in  the  case  of  Jeremiah.  Considering  the  time  to  whicli 
he  lived  he  must  have  been  young  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  Josiahj — youug  enough  to  make  the  moat 
literal  sense  of  the  expression  in  the  text  a  reasonable 
one.  NeverthelesSj  I  cannot  think  that  the  force  of 
it  depends  upon  that  evidence.  The  feelings  which 
Jeremiah  experienced  now  were  those  which  Moses 
experienced  when  he  was  eighty  years  old,  He  who 
said,  "  I  am  not  eloquent,  neither  heretofore  nor  since 
Thou  bast  spoken  to  me ; "  said  in  fact,  '  I  am  a  child 
only  able  to  lisp  the  words  that  Thou  wonldest  have 
me  utter  in  the  ears  of  Pharaoh  and  of  my  conntry- 
men  ;  a  helpless  stranger  in  an  inhospitable  world.' 
When  Jeremiali  was  eighty  years  old,  I  do  not  suppose 
that  he  would  have  used  these  words  with  less  sense 
of  their  truth,  than  when  he  first  felt  the  divine 
compulsion.  All  the  intermediate  time  he  was  only 
learning  more  thoroughly  how  true  they  were,  and 
how  true  the  answer  to  them  was. 

No  doubt  there  was  something  iu  the  character  ani 
temperament  of  the  man,  which  made  this  language 
more  natural  to  him  than  it  was  to  Moses.  The  meek- 
ness which  ia  attributed  to  him  must  have  been  of 
slow  growth,  brought  out  by  a  long  discipline.  All  his 
early  acts  exhibit  him  to  us  as  fervid  and  vehement ; 
traces  of  that  disposition  appear  even  in  Lis  latest 
years,     Jeremiah  has  a  kind  of  feminiue  tenderness 
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and  susceptibility ;  strength  was  to  be  educed  out  of  a 
spirit  which  was  inclined  to  be  timid  and  shrinking. 
Think  of  such  a  vision  as  this  being  presented  to  a 
mind  cast  in  that  mould ;  '^  See  I  have  this  day  set 
thee  over  the  nations  and  over  the  kingdoms  to  root 
out,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy,  and  to  throw 
down,  to  build,  and  to  plant/^ 

At  first  we  should  be  disposed  to  say,  '  Such  words 
can  never  have  applied  in  their  strict  and  literal  import 
to  any  seer  or  teacher.  They  belong  to  the  warrior 
and  the  conqueror.  We  must  explain  them  by  a  figure 
of  speech.  One  who  discourses  of  the  fall  of  kingdoms, 
must  be  represented  as  himself  the  overthrower  of 
them.'  I  do  not  think  that  either  the  analogy  of 
language  or  the  facts  of  the  case  justify  that  method 
of  interpretation.  If  the  prophet  only  talked  of  what 
was  happening  or  what  was  to  happen,  no  poetical 
licence  could  permit  us  to  confound  him  with  the 
subverters  of  thrones  and  societies.  But  have  we  yet 
to  learn  that  a  great  teacher  or  reformer,  though  he 
may  never  take  a  sword  into  his  hands,  dpes  that 
which  swords  cannot  do;  that  swordsmen,  in  fact,  only 
carry  out  upon  the  surface  that  which  he  is  doing  under- 
ground ?  The  uprooting  of  the  thoughts  and  principles 
in  which  acts  originate,  the  planting  the  seeds  of  life 
which  are  hereafter  to  bring  forth  fruits  that  all  will 
recognise,  are  his  functions.  If  he  has  received  any 
inspiration,  any  vital  power  at  all,  it  must  be  one 
which  enables  him  to  produce  a  movement  at  the  very 
heart  of  human  life  and  society,  in  a  region  of  which 
the  ordinary  statesman  knows  nothing.  We  shall 
find  hereafter  that  Jeremiah  did  pull  down  and 
destroy,  and  plant,  and  build,  and  that  his  countrymen 
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felt  and  knew  that  te  did.  And  at  the  very  commence*^ 
ment  of  his  work  he  haa  aa  inward  cei-taii 
muat  be  a  man  of  war.  The  surrounding  world,  his 
own  people,  his  nearest  kinsfolk,  will  regard  him  as 
their  enemy.  A  atraiige  anticipation  for  one  whose 
temptation  would  havo  been  to  purchase  their  good- 
will at  almost  any  price;  who  would  have  longed  to 
go  anywhere  that  he  might  avoid  strife !  Yet  so  it 
must  be.  There  is  no  flight  for  him  into  quiet  religious 
contemplation  ;  he  cannot  persuade  himaelf  that  he  ia 
to  prove  his  difference  from  his  countrymen  and  his 
superiority  to  them  by  withdrawing  from  the  circle  of 
interests  in  which  they  are  dwelling.  He  may  pass 
hours  or  months  of  solitude ;  but  he  will  not  be  away 
from  the  events  which  are  befalling  them ;  he  will  be 
more  deeply  occupied  with  them;  he  will  be  contem- 
plating them  with  a  closeness  and  intensity  to  which 
the  mere  actors  in  them  are  strangers.  The  poor  young 
priest  of  Anathoth  can  in  no  way  sever  himself  from 
the  pohcy  of  nations  and  rulers;  Judsea,  Egypt,  Chaldea, 
every  tribe  and  power  of  the  earth,  must  be  about  him 
in  his  closet,  must  enter  into  his  most  inward  personal 
experiences  and  sufferinga. 

This  was  the  law  under  which  every  Jewish  prophet 
lived;  bat  in  no  case  is  it  so  vividly  exemplified  as  in 
Jeremiah.  We  are  brought  into  more  direct  personal 
intercourse  with  him  than  with  any  one  of  his  order; 
the  sensitiveneBs  of  his  spirit  made  him  more  conscious 
than  sterner  natures  are  of  shocks  from  those  with 
whom  he  was  in  contact  directly,  and  even  through  & 
number  of  intermediate  hands;  the  time  in  which  he 
lived  compelled  every  man  to  consider  what  his  exist- 
eoc^  as  a  Jew  meant^  and  what  it  had  to  do  with  his 
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existence  as  a  man.  We  shall  not  therefore  UDderstand 
the  struggles  or  aspirations  of  his  individaal  soul,  if  we 
go  to  the  prophecy  for  the  purpose  of  observing  them. 
He  did  not  think  or  speak  of  his  seal,  but  of  God.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  had  a  soul  except  so  far  as  God 
revealed  Himself  to  him  as  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

Jeremiah  is  instructed  himself,  as  he  is  to  instruct 
others,  by  signs.  The  two  signs  which  he  tells  us  of  at 
the  commencement  of  his  book,  presuppose  a  man  full 
of  earnest  thoughts  and  meditations.  The  sight  of  a 
tree  tells  him  that  the  Lord  will  hasten  His  word  to 
perform  it.  It  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  procesB  by 
which  any  visible  thing  suggests  to  a  man  a  deep 
conviction,  which  a  long  course  of  experiments  is 
afterwards  to  establish.  Often  some  slight  accident, 
something  in  the  name  or  look  of  the  object  which  any 
other  person  would  not  take  notice  of,  meets  with  a 
series  of  thoughts  previously  awakened,  and  leads  to  a 
discovery  which  must  have  come  from  another  far 
deeper  source.  A  tree,  however,  even  without  such 
associations,  by  its  orderly  growthj  by  the  invisible 
energy  within,  foretelling  the  appearance  of  the  fruits 
in  their  appointed  season,  was  perhaps  of  all  symbols, 
the  one  which  would  be  most  likely  to  remind  him  of 
a  power  as  remote  from  mere  senfiibte  observation,  as 
certain  to  produce  sensible  effects, — which  was  working 
in  the  acts  of  men  and  the  changes  of  the  world. 

The  other  image  was  still  more  obvious.  A  seething- 
pot  with  its  face  towards  the  north,  bold  him  that  out 
of  the  north  an  evil  should  break  forth  upon  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land.  We  have  heard  what  strange 
elements  were  boiling  and  fermenting  in  the  north; 
Zephaniah  had  seen  them  in  a,  distant  Tision;   bat 
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he  could  not  tell  wbetLer  Egypt  miglit  not  be  th» 
destined  successor  of  Assyria,  Habakktik  clearly  ss 
that  ChaKlea  was  the  appointed  scourge,  Jeremiah 
shewn  at  the  very  commencement  of  his  work,  whi 
the  king  and  his  advisers  thought  the  Pharaohs  wer& 
their  chief  remaining  enemies,  that  the  seething-pot 
had  Dot  its  face  in  that  direction.  This  revelation  also 
clearly  points  to  that  gathering  of  bands,  that  mixture, 
of  different  races,  in  the  attack  upon  Palestine,  whiohi 
was  described  in  the  passage  I  quoted  last  Sunday  froni' 
the  Book  of  Kings  :  "  Lo,  I  will  call  all  the  families  of 
the  kingdoms  of  the  North,  and  they  shall  come."  But 
the  issue  of  the  struggle  is  one  which  even  Habakknk 
did  not  foresee.  "  They  shall  set  every  one  his  throne 
at  the  entering  of  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  and  against 
all  the  walls  thereof  round  about,  and  against  all  the 
tities  of  Judah,"  This  was  the  outward  event  for 
which  the  prophet  was  to  prepare  himself  and  his 
people.  But  he  was  not  chiefly  to  speak  of  that. 
The  event  itself  was  as  much  a  sign  as  the  almond-tree 
or  the  seething-pot.  It  denoted  an  internal  condition 
of  the  nation  and  a  design  of  Him  who  was  the  ruler  of 
it.  "I  will  utter  my  judgments  against  them  touching 
all  their  wickedness,  who  have  forsaken  me,  and  have 
burnt  incense  unto  other  gods,  and  worshipped  the- 
works  of  their  own  hands."  We  perceive  as  mnch 
from  the  words  of  the  prophet  as  the  history,  that  this 
idolatry  has  now  become  deep  and  radical,  We  do  not 
hear  chiefly  of  altars  raised  to  Baal  or  the  Queen  of 
Heaven,  but  of  the  result  to  which  these  altars  have 
been  leading.  The  state  of  mind  which  was  latent  in: 
them,  and  which  they  brought  forth  into  full  conscious 
activity,  is  represented   as  an  apostate  state;  not  sOi 
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mnch  an  adoption  of  false  god$  as  a  denial  of  the  trne. 
There  is  a  very  great  practical  difference  between  the 
frivoloaa,  heaitless  taste  for  foreign  nos-eities,  which 
was  denounced  by  the  earlier  prophets,  and  the  utter 
incapacity  for  acknowledging  a  god  not  appealing  to  the 
eenses  which  Jeremiah  discovers  in  his  contemporarieB. 
He  boldly  sets  np  the  faith  of  the  heathen  as  8  lesson 
to  the  Israelites.  "  Pass  over  the  Isles  of  Chittim  and 
aee :  and  send  nuto  Kedar,  and  consider  diligently,  and 
Bee  if  there  be  such  a  thing.  Hath  a  nation  changed 
their  gods,  which  yet  are  no  gods  ?  But  my  people  hath 
changed  their  glory  for  that  which  doth  not  profit." 
He  perceives  among  all  the  heathen  people  a  tenacity 
of  the  traditions  they  had  received  from  their  futhers. 
They  were  clinging  to  names  and  foi-ms  which  had  no 
substance  in  themselves  j  still,  in  so  far  as  they  were 
inherited,  the  affection  for  tliem  was  a  confession  of 
permanence,  of  something  which  the  worshipper  did  not 
make  for  himself.  But  they  to  whom  the  permanent 
Being  bad  revealed  Himself,  they  whom  He  had  chosen 
as  His  witnesses  to  all  nations  that  He  is  and  that  He 
abides, — they  were  always  seeking  to  shake  ofE  the 
feeling  o£  Hia  reality  as  if  it  were  an  oppression,  and 
to  set  up  self -chosen  symbols  in  place  of  Him. 

Hosea  was  taught  what  the  dispersion  of  the  tribes 
would  mean,  by  the  infidelity  and  revolt  of  his  wife. 
Jeremiah  is  taught  to  understand  what  is  coming  upon 
Judah,  by  the  same  terrible  analogy. 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord ;  I  remember  tliee,  the 
kindness  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  espousalsi 
when  thou  wentest  after  me  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  land 
that  was  not  sown."  Amidst  all  the  variations  of  the 
e  which  follows,  this  is  evidently  the  key-note. 
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TTie  thouglit  of  a  divorce  between  creatures  ancl  their  1 
Creator,  wilfully  effected  by  the  determination  of  theM 
creatures  not  to  acknowledge  their  relation  to  thoM 
;  Creator,  by  their  determination  to  create  gods  for  1 
\  themselves,  recurs  to  him  continually,  and  always  with 
I  fresh  astonishment  and  awe.  If  the  tenderness  of  hia 
spirit  disposed  him  to  dwell  upon  this  kind  of  illnstra- 
tion,  if  he  grew  more  feelingly  alive  to  the  truth  of  it 
as  bonds  of  friendship  and  kinamanship  were  in  hia 
own  case  dissolved,  yet  there  is  a  fear  and  amazement 
lying  beneath  all  his  gentler  emotions,  and  making 
language,  which  would  be  more  pathetic  than  that  of 
any  of  Lis  predecessors,  at  times  more  stem  and  terrible. 
The  reason,  I  believe,  is  one  from  which  we  may 
draw  great  consolation.  The  discoveries  and  revela- 
tions to  the  minds  of  the  prophets  became  deeper,  in 
proportion  as  they  approached  nearer  to  some  great  a 
crisis  in  their  country's  history.  It  was  possible  for  | 
the  Israelite  of  an  earlier  time,  even  for  the  instructed 
Israelite,  to  think  of  the  covenant  which  God  had 
made  with  His  people  aa  an  act  of  grace,  expressing, 
no  doubt,  the  mind  of  a  gracious  Being,  but  still  aa 
almost  arbitrary.  We  have  seen  how  Isaiah  was 
gradually  educated  to  know  that  the  coveiiaut  denoted 
a  real  and  eternal  relation  between  God  and  man  in  the 
person  of  a  Mediator.  If  that  truth  is  not  brought  out 
with  the  same  force  and  distinctness  in  Jeremiah,  if  he 
is  not  in  the  same  sense  as  the  other  the  evangelical 
prophet,  yet  he  had  even  a  deeper  conviction  that  a 
divine  Spirit  was  with  him  continually,  a  Spirit  which 
was  Eeeking  to  subdue  his  will  and  all  wills  to  itself. 
That  men  should  break  loose  from  this  gracious 
government,  should  choose  to  be  indepeudeui  of  itj 
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seemed  to  him  the  saddest  and  strangest  thing  in  the 
world.  It  was  not  the  casting  ofE  of  an  outward  legal 
yoke ;  it  was  the  refusing  to  be  under  a  sceptre  of 
Love;  it  was  a  fight  in  the  innermost  sanctuary  of 
man's  being  against  Good  and  for  evil ;  a  determination 
that  not  God  but  the  opposite  of  God,  the  enemy  of 
God  should  have  the  homage  of  the  heart  and  reins. 
And  yet  at  the  same  time  he  was  learning  from  his 
OTTD  experience,  how  natnra!  it  was  for  the  spii-it  of 
man  to  engage  in  this  strife.  How  often  was  he  con- 
Bcions  of  it  in  himself !  How  often  the  thraldom  of 
Love  was  gaUing  to  him  !  How  ready  was  be  at  one 
moment  to  disbelieve  in  the  very  existence  of  the 
power,  which  at  another  presented  itself  to  him  with 
an  overwhelming  evidence,  bumbled  him,  elevated 
bim,  made  bim  able  to  teach  or  to  defy  the  people  of 
the  earth  1 

Suppose  he  could  have  thought,  as  religitius  men 
often  think  in  onr  day,  that  these  inward  battles  were 
confined  to  him  and  a  few  rare  and  select  persons,  and 
that  it  was  altogether  an  absurdity  and  a  profanenesa 
to  speak  of  them  aa  having  any  connection  with  the 
wild  ungodly  people  about  him,  he  would  never  have 
poured  out  bis  lamentations  over  Jerusalem  or  been  a 
prophet  to  the  nations.  But  the  only  singularity  which 
he  could  claim  was  this,  that  he  was  taught  to  observe 
in  himself  what  was  going  on  in  other  men  who  did 
not  observe  it.  He  dares  not  say  that  the  Spi 
was  speaking  to  him,  demanding  his 
ing  him  the  promise  and  blessings  of  obedi 
not  striving  also  with  bis  countrymen.  The  message 
to  them  was  this  : 

"  Go  and  proclaim  these  words  towards  the  north,  and 
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say.  Return,  thou  biicksliding  Israel,  aaith  the  Li 
and  I  will  not  cause  mine  anger  to  fall  tipon  you  :  for  1 
am  merciful,  aaith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  not  keep  anger 
for  ever.     Only  acknowledge  thine  iniquity,  that  thoa 
hast  transgressed  against  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  hast 
scattered  thy  ways  to  the  strangers  under  every  green 
tree,  and  ye  have  not  obeyed  my  voice,  saith  the  Lord. 
Turn,  0  backsliding  children,  saith  the  Lord;  for  I  am  J 
married  unto  you :  and  I  will  take  yoa  one  of  a  city,  1 
and  two  of  a  family,  and  I  will  bring  you  to  Zion :  and  " 
I  will  give  you  pastors  according  to  mine  heart,  which 
shall  feed  you  with  knowledge  and  understanding." 

These  words,  you  perceive,  are  addressed  to  the 
North.  They  affirm  that  a  mysterious  bond,  which  no  , 
sin  of  theirs  had  been  able  to  break,  united  even  those 
tribes  which  were  gone  into  captivity  to  the  God  of 
Abraham  j  that  He  was  still  holding  intercourse  with 
them  and  seeking  to  bring  their  hearts  back  to  H  imself . 
All  religious  people  have  felfc  that  the  bond  of  which 
Jeremiah  speaks  cannot  be  an  outward  or  a  forma!  one ; 
that  his  words  denote  the  most  inward  spiritual  rela- 
tionship. Their  inference  is,  that  Israel  cannot  mean 
Israel,  that  it  must  mean  believing  men.  They  are  so 
convinced  Chat  a  relationship  cannot  exist  between  God  | 
and  those  who  are  not  confessing  it,  that  they  will 
practise  any  outrage  upon  the  inspired  utterances  of 
prophets  and  apostles,  rather  than  permit  them  to 
proclaim  what  according  to  this  theory  is  a  flagrant 
contradiction  But,  we  must  violate  more  than  the 
letter  of  Jeremiah's  prophecy,  if  we  hold  it  to  be  a  con- 
tradiction. All  his  most  bitter  and  painful  inward 
experiences  were  teaching  him  that  if  he  only  trusted  j 
in  God  because  he  was  a  faithful  man,  he  could  not  J 
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rea!!y  truat  in  Him  at  all.  The  deceitful  neaa  of  otliur 
men's  hearts  became  known  to  him  through  the 
deceitiulnasa  of  hia  own.  His  miwiUinc;neas  to  speak 
any  moi'e  words  in  God's  name  enabled  him  to  under- 
stand the  rebellion  of  his  countrymen.  He  needed  to 
have  the  precioua  and  the  vile  separated  in  himself, 
that  he  might  teach  all  Israelites  how  the  good  seed  in 
them  might  be  made  victorious  over  their  evil  nature, 
when  they  acknowledged  that  the  one  was  all  of  God, 
the  other  all  their  own.  He  had  to  be  delivered  froai 
his  own  false  confidences  again  and  ngain,  before  he 
conld  teach  the  rich  man  not  to  glory  in  hia  riches,  or 
the  wise  man  in  his  wisdom,  but  all  to  glory  in  knowing 
Him  who  executed  righteousness  and  truth  in  the  earth. 
The  first  chapter  of  Jeremiah)  like  that  of  Isaiah,  is 
an  introduction  to  the  book.  The  nest  five  to  the 
beginning  of  the  seventh  may  belong  to  his  life  before 
he  left  Anathoth  ;  the  discourse  with  which  the  seventh 
opens,  was  preached,  he  says,  at  the  gate  of  the  Lord's 
house  in  Jerusalem.  Aa  we  advance  further,  the  book 
becomes  more  obviously  and  directly  mixed  with  hia- 
torical  details.  The  first  of  these  portions  wa  may 
reasonablyreferto  the  five  years  between  the  thirteenth 
and  the  eighteenth  year  of  Josiah's  reign,  before  hia 
reformation  had  begun.  There  is  no  hint  of  any 
improvement.  The  prophet  sought  in  vain  for  a  man 
in  Jerusalem  who  executed  judgment  and  desired  the 
truth.  The  poor  men  and  the  great  men  had  equally 
broken  the  yoke  and  cast  aaide  the  bonds.  None  would 
stand  in  the  old  ways  and  ask  for  the  old  paths.  Such 
a  description  answers  well  to  the  time  when  the  Book 
of  the  Law  was  a  treasure  unknown  to  priests,  scribes, 
and  king.     But  the  utter  hollowuess  which  the  prophet 
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lays  bare,  the  deep-seated  inward  corruption, — above 
all,  the  ntter  vanity  of  the  priests  and  prophetB, — he 
conid  not  expect  to  see  cured  by  any  outward  return 
to  the  services  of  the  temple,  any  formal  reverence  for 
the  Boob  of  the  Law.  "Circumcise  your  hearts,"  ia 
the  cry  of  Jeremiah.  If  that  cry  was  not  heeded,  the 
prophets  might  promise  them  peace ;  they  might  turn 
to  Assyria  or  to  Egypt  to  save  them,  but  all  would  be 
in  vain  ;  the  wound  of  the  Daughter  of  Zion  could  not 
be  healed  by  empty  words  or  by  foreign  medicines. 

However.therefore,  Jeremiah  may  have  sympathised 
with  the  zeal  and  nobleness  of  the  king  (and  he  speaks 
of  him  after  his  death  with  affectionate  reverence),  it 
does  not  seem  that  he  hoped  much  from  his  reform,  or 
that  he  had  any  commission  to  encourage  him  in  it, 
further  than  as  all  right  and  brave  words  must 
encourage  all  right  and  brave  acts.  Some  of  the  inci- 
dental consequences  of  that  reform, — or,  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  say,  the  necessary  consequences  of  the 
previous  state  of  the  people's  mind  when  Josiab  had 
ruffled  its  surface  without  disturbing  its  depths, — 
Jeremiah  was  called  to  denounce.  Perhaps  not  in  the 
days  of  Josiab,  but  in  those  of  bis  successors,  he  was 
sent  to  preach  at  the  temple  door  against  those  whoa© 
new-fonnd  zeal  was  making  the  sacredneaa  of  the 
temple  a  plea  for  formalism  and  self-righteous  security. 
We  shall  find  also  that  the  reverence  for  the  Book  of 
the  Law,  which  the  young  king  had  promoted,  waa 
leading  to  self-conceit  and  the  fancy  that  the  book  had 
some  charm  and  power  of  its  own,  apart  from  th& 
living  wisdom  which  was  in  it. 

"How  do  ye  say,  We  are  wise,  and  the  law  of  the 
Lord  is  with  us  ?     Lo,  certaialy  in  vain  made  He  it,- 
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the  pen  of  the  scribes  ia  in  vain.  The  wise  men  are 
ashamed,  they  are  dismayed  and  taten :  lo,  they  have 
rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  and  what  wisdom  ia  in 
them  7  " 

But  the  greatest  cause  of  diamay  to  Jeremiah,  both 
before  and  after  this  external  change,  waa  the  false- 
hood of  the  priests  and  prophets.  He  did  not  grow  up 
in  Jerusalem  within  sight  of  the  temple ;  in  a  country 
district  he  was  likely  to  feel  with  greater  liveliness 
than  in  a  city  all  the  impressions  and  associations 
which  belonged  to  a  member  of  the  Levitieal  tribe. 
Are  we  to  suppose  that  when  he  became  a  man  he 
threw  these  influences  and  associations  aside,  forgot 
that  he  was  a  priest,  strove  to  regard  himself  merely 
as  one  of  the  people,  every  one  of  whom  was  holy  ? 
Had  he  done  so,  he  would  have  found  a  number  to 
sympathise  with  him,  whose  consciences  had  been 
revolted  by  the  inconsistencies  and  corruptions  of  the 
priests,  or  who  were  impatient  of  the  restraints  which 
their  existence  seemed  to  prescribe.  Jeremiah  was 
not  to  find  any  such  disciples.  He  thought  more  of 
the  sacrednesa  of  the  order  than  the  other  members  of 
it  J  it  was  because  their  position  seemed  to  him  so 
very  awful  and  responsible  that  he  provoked  their 
rage  by  telling  them  how  they  forgot  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  how  little  they  believed  that  He  was  in  the 
midst  of  them.  It  was  their  unbelief,  not  their  belief, 
which  he  complained  of,  their  low  estimate  of  their 
calling,  not  their  exaggeration  of  it.  No  doubt  he 
bflheved  that  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the  sorrows 
and  sins  of  the  people,  the  humblest  judgment  of 
themselves,  was  demanded  of  those  who  offered  sacri- 
fices for  the  sins  of  the  people,  who  were  compassed 
2  D 
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about  witli  tlipir  mfirmities.  No  doubt  tTie  ofBcial  or 
personal  selE-coiiceit  wliich  arose  from  their  forgot- 
fnlness  of  their  relation  to  the  people  at  large  was 
of  their  greatest  offences  in  his  eyes.  But  these  sins 
arose  from  their  not  confessing  that  they  were  called  by 
the  Lord  to  be  witnesses  of  His  sympathy ;  whenever 
they  were  not  witnesses  for  Him  they  were  necessarily 
proud  and  aelf-seeking.  Jeremiah  therefore  could 
only  be  qualified  for  this  part  of  his  work,  or  for  any, 
other  part  of  it,  by  feeling  in  himself  every  one  of 
those  evil  tendencies  which  he  imputed  to  the  prieets 
generally.  He  had  to  feel  all  the  peculiar  temptatioi 
of  his  tribe  and  class  to  vanity,  self-glorification, 
self-indulgence, — to  feel  how  quickly  they  might  fall 
into  all  the  commonest,  grossest  habits  of  other  men, 
while  there  is  also  a  subtle,  radical,  internal  wicked, 
ness, — the  secret  source  of  the  overt  acts  which  the 
law  takes  notice  of, — that  is  nearer  to  them,  than  to 
those  whose  offerings  they  present.  Fearful  discovery  1 
the  man  to  whom  it  is  made  must  see  the  abyss  of 
evil  at  times  closer  to  his  own  feet  than  it  can  be  to 
those  who  live  more  on  the  outside  of  things,  and 
have  never  been  taught  to  look  at  their  properties  and 
principles. 

The  false  prophet  was  even  a  more  fearful  spectacle 
to  Jeremiah  than  the  godless  priest.  We  have  seen 
how  Micah  trembled  at  the  mysterious  evil  and  the 
mysterious  power  of  this  class  of  deceivers  who  were 
trafficking  with  the  word  of  the  Lord ;  speaking  a  lie 
and  saying,  He  hath  said  it.  That  was  terrible ;  but 
to  see  that  the  Spirit  of  God  Himself  was  with  them, 
and  in  them  ;  that  they  were  bidding  Him  depart  from 
them ;  that  they  were  giving  themselves  np  to  an  Evil 
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Spirit  witli  a  kind  of  reckless  nnbeliefj  of  half-seriona 
atheism, — this  was  a  darker  vision ;  it  was  the  one 
which  rose  up  full  upon  the  mind,  of  Jeremiah,  and 
which  made  him  look  upon  the  false  prophet  as  at 
once  the  type  of  the  depravity  of  his  nation  and  the 
mightieetinstrumeutiu  cultivating  it  and  hastening  on 
the  desolation  which  would  be  the  consequence  of  it. 
Yet  here  agiiin  it  was  a  prophet,  and  only  a  prophet, 
who  could  have  entered  into  the  sin  of  the  prophets. 
If  he  had  not  believed  in  an  actual  divine  teaching  and 
commission  and  inspiration,  in  a  power  mightier  than 
all  external  power  whatever,  he  could  not  have  perceived 
what  this  prostitution  of  it  signified;  if  he  had  not 
been  himself  in  danger  every  hour  of  prostituting  it 
himself  to  his  own  purposes,  and  had  not  been  certain 
that  only  God  himself  could  preserve  him  from  that 
peri!,  he  might  have  raved  at  the  mischiefs  which  the 
false  seers  wrought  in  the  land  :  he  could  never  have 
followed  their  mischiefs  up  to  their  source. 
'  Brethren,  I  may  speak  to  you  hereafter  of  Jeremiah 
as  the  teacher  of  Israel  in  the  reigns  of  Jehoiakim  and 
Zedekiah.  Let  me  speak  of  him  to-day  as  the  teacher 
of  us,  the  English  priests,  and  prophete,  and  people,  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  Or,  if  there  are  some 
thoughts  rising  out  of  this  sabject,  too  sacred  and 
awful  to  dwell  upon  in  any  public  assembly,  then  let 
me  beseech  you  to  desire  for  your  own  sakes,  and  for 
ours,  that  we  may  think  of  them  when  we  are  not  dis- 
coursing to  others,  but  are  alone  with  our  own  hearts  and 
with  God.  Let  me  call  upon  you  very  solemnly  not  to 
regard  the  follies  and  sinswhich  you  disc  over  continually 
in  those  who  minister  to  you  as  light  things,  which 
yoamay  make  a  jest  of;  which  you  may  dweli  upon,  as 
2  D  2 
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proofs  that  those  who  are  hound  by  holy  professions 
are  not  better  than  others ;  which  you  may  exult  in 
because  they  cause  any  evils  or  falsehoods  of  yours  to 
look  less  black.  Be  assured  that  iE  we  are  trivialj  the 
whole  land  becomes  infected  with  triviality  ;  i£  we  are 
insiucere  io  our  dealings  with  God,  that  insincerity  will 
be  reproduced  in  all  the  ordinary  relations  of  life.  If 
the  priest  draws  nigh  to  the  altar  with  an  unbelieving 
heart,  you  will  find  the  statesman  base  and  treacherous 
in  the  council- chamber  and  the  senate ;  if  the  prophet 
or  preacher  speaka  words  iu  God's  name  merely  to  please 
or  injure  men,  the  clerk  and  the  shopkeeper  will  be 
fraudulent  likewise.  Is  there  a  danger  that  we  shall 
play  with  the  most  dreadful  words  as  if  they  were 
counters,  shall  use  the  Names  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  and 
of  God  Himself,  as  if  they  were  instruments  of  our 
trade  ?  Is  there  a  danger  that  there  shall  be  nothing 
answering  in  our  acts  to  our  words,  that  we  shall  be 
more  grovelling  than  ordinary  men  in  the  one,  in  pro- 
portion as  we  are  more  magnificent  in  the  other  ?  An 
infinite  danger,  a  danger  to  be  averted  by  no  contri- 
vances, not  by  flying  from  the  world  that  we  may  be 
above  it,  not  by  mixing  with  it  lest  we  shall  be  puffed 
up  with  spiritual  pride,  God  only  knows  which  course 
is  the  safer  or  the  more  perilous ;  in  general  it  seems 
wiser  to  take  that  which  the  tradition  of  our  country 
suggests,  because  it  implies  least  of  self-will  and  self- 
dependence.  But  either  way  we  shall  be  tempted  tO'l 
vanity,  servility,  untruth.  Oh!  if  you  have  ever  leaml 
any  truth,  or  received  any  nobler  impulse  from  any 
us ;  or  if,  wanting  that  personal  motive,  you  care  f< 
the  well-being  of  your  country — ask  of  Him  who  ht 
promised  to  hear,  that  He  will  give  ua  firmer  wi 


1 


XXII.]  THE  HELP  AGAINST  IT.  405 

more  childlike  hearts,  greater  boldness  in  denouncing 
evil  because  it  is  hateful  to  God  and  destructive  of  men; 
greater  tenderness  for  the  evils  of  others  because  we 
feel  them  bitterly  in  ourselves.  Ask  that  our  lips  may 
be  silent  if  we  cannot  speak  words  of  health,  and  that 
yfe  may  not  call  upon  you  to  make  sacrifices,  if  we  are 
not  willing  to  offer  ourselves  as  sacrifices  in  His  name 
who  is  the  High-priest  of  the  whole  family  in  Heaven 
and  Earth. 


SERMON   XXIII. 

THE   POTTKR'S   WORK. 

(Lincotn-a  Itm,  Sunday  after  Ascennon.—May  23,  1852.) 

The  noi'd  wbiuh  came  to  Jecemiah  from  the  Lord,  Bojiag,  Arise, 
and  go  down  to  the  pDtbQr'e  housei  aud  there  will  I  cauflQ  theo 
to  hear  1117  irords.  Tbeu  1  went  down  to  the  potter's  boose,  aud, 
behold,  be  wronght  a  work  on  the  wheeU.  And  the  veeael  that 
ba  made  of  olu;  was  murred  in  the  hands  of  the  potter ;  ao  be 
made  it  again  another  vesael,  aa  it  seemed  good  to  the  potter  to 
make  it.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord  oame  to  me,  saying,  O 
hoiiBe  of  larael,  cannot  I  do  with  you  aa  this  potter  ?  saith  the 
Lord.  Behold,  as  the  ula;  is  in  the  potter's  band,  so  are  ;e  in 
mine  baud,  O  bouaa  of  leraeL. — Jebeuiah  xviii,  1-6. 


I  HATE  spoken  of  the  two  signa  by  which  Jeremiah 
was  instructed  In  the  gradn&L  and  certain  falfilment  of 
God'a  purposes,  and  in  the  woe  which  was  coming 
upon  his  people  from  the  North.  There  are  other 
signs  scattered  through  the  hook,  some  merely 
addressed  to  the  prophet  himself,  some  which  he  was 
to  shew  to  the  people  or  to  make  use  of  as  parables  for 
their  instruction.  A  girdle  which  he  hid  in  the  hole 
of  a  rock  tilt  it  was  marred  and  profitable  for  nothing, 
taught  him  Low  close  and  intimate  had  been  the  bond 
between  God  and  His  people,  and  how,  through  their 
own  act,  all  fellowship  between  Him  and  them  had 
been  destroyed. 
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In  each  of  tliese  cases, — in  the  last  eapeciallyj — 
mueli  pains  are  taken  to  impress  the  force  of  the  sign 
upon  the  prophet's  mind.  He  must  actually  wear  the 
girdle;  he  must  take  a  journey  to  the  Euphrates  to  hide 
it.  He  is  not  allowed  to  think  of  it.  as  a  fancy  which  has 
strnck  him  iind  which  he  may  let  go  or  exchange  for 
some  other.  He  must  exhaust  the  full  meaning'  of  it 
before  he  ha,3  done  with  it.  The  study  of  it  must  be  a 
serious  occupation,  snapended  perhaps  for  a  time,  but 
to  be  taken  up  again;  the  first  thought  suggested  being 
part  of  a  chain  to  which  the  last  is  linked.  I  apprehend 
this  was  a  very  wonderful  education  of  a  man's  spirit, 
one  which  may  supply  very  precious  hints  to  ourselves 
for  the  discipline  of  our  own.  What  we  want  in  every 
occupation  is  some  means  of  preserving  the  continuity 
of  our  thoughts,  some  resistance  to  the  influences  which 
are  continually  distracting  and  dissipating  them.  But 
it  is  especially  the  student  of  the  events  of  hia  own 
time,  of  the  laws  which  regulate  them,  of  the  issues 
which  are  to  proceed  from  them,  who  has  need  to  be 
reminded  that  he  is  not  studying  a  number  of  loose 
unconnected  phenomena,  but  is  tracing  a  principle 
under  different  aspects  and  through  different  manifes- 
tations. A  sensible  illustration,  if  we  would  condescend 
to  avail  ourselves  of  it,  would  often  save  na  from  much 
vagueness  and  unreality  as  well  as  from  hasty  and 
unsatisfactory  conclusions. 

Jeremiah's  studies  in  the  potter's  house  were  com- 
menced, like  those  of  which  I  have  spoken,  deliberately. 
He  felt  that  he  was  commanded  to  go  down  to  it.  He 
was  to  consider  the  whole  course  of  the  potter's  work 
as  one  which  contained  a  meaning  that  he  could  not 
dispense  with.     If  not  as  unsightly  an  image  as  the 
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reformed ;  -what  had  they  to  do  but  rejoice  thftt  such 
blessings  had  been  Touchsafedj  and  to  expect  all  the 
further  bleEsings  which  were  promised  to  a  faibhfal 
and  righteooB  nation  ? 

Now  began  the  special  work  of  Jeremiah,  that  one 
which  was  to  draw  upon  him  such  hatred  from  all  among 
whom  he  dwelt,  and  which  was  to  cause  him  a  secret 
angnish  of  which  they  knew  nothing.  He  had  to  say 
boldly,  Tour  faith  has  7iot  been  restored ;  your  land  ia 
not  reformed  ;  you  have  no  right  to  expect  the  blessings 
of  a  faithful  nation  j  for  your  nation  is  not  faithful : 
you  must  look  for  destruction;  yoo  have  brought  it 
and  are  bringing  it  on  yourselves.  So  mnch  he  might 
perhaps  have  said  and  have  been  pardoned.  General 
charges  against  a  nation  are  borne  without  much 
indignation.  They  may  not  be  believed,  they  may  be 
thought  troublesome  and  the  utterances  of  a  gloomy 
temper.  But  they  can  be  easily  evaded.  They  may 
even  impart  a  certain  pleasure  to  a  certain  class  and 
be  made  reasons  for  self-congratulation.  '  No  doubt 
what  you  say  is  sadly  true  about  the  mass  of  our 
countrymen  :  we,  the  religious  men,  the  prophets  and 
the  priests,  feel  it;  but  what  can  we  do?'  How 
comfortable  when  we  can  thus  sever  ourselves  from 
the  sins  of  the  world  around,  and  make  them  a  foil 
to  shew  off  our  own  excellence!  It  was  just  this 
unction  which  the  prophets  had  administered  to  their 
own  souls  and  to  the  aoula  of  their  admiring  hearers. 
It  was  just  this  which  Jeremiah  was  to  take  from  them. 
It  is  against  you,  he  said,  the  bright  exceptions,  yon 
the  religious  men,  the  priests,  the  prophets,  that  I  am 
to  testify.  You  are  making  the  land  corrupt ;  you 
are  doing  more  than  all  others  to  hasten  its  captivity. 


JEEBMIAH  TEMPTED   TO   BE   FALSE. 
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For  whence  come  tlie  outward  acta  of  unrighteoosness, 
but  from  the  tmrighteoaa  heart  and  will  ?  And  what 
is  an  uurighteous  heart  or  will  but  a  heart  or  will 
which  has  severed  itself  from  a  Righteous  Being  and 
ia  making  another  object  of  worship  for  itself  ?  Upon 
them  he  charges  the  adulteries,  robberies,  perjuries,  of 
the  land ;  upon  them  all  the  open  idolatries  in  groves 
and  high-places  which  the  people  had  practised  before 
Josiah's  purification,  and  into  which  they  would 
assuredly  relapse  the  moment  the  external  restraint  was 
removed.  The  distinction,  therefore,  which  seemed  to 
exist  between  the  different  classes  of  Israelites  was 
Btemly  bi'oken  down  by  the  prophet  j  or  rather  another 
distinction  was  set  up  instead  of  it.  The  great  moral 
offenders  were  declared  to  be  those  who  exalted  them- 
Belves  into  moral  teachers,  who  boasted  of  spiritual 
illumination. 

But  was  not  Jeremiah  in  the  like  danger?  What 
right  had  he  to  separate  himself  from  other  prophets, 
if  their  sin  consisted  so  especially  in  the  effort  which 
they  made  to  separate  themselves  from  other  men  ? 
Ton  must  read  and  meditate  on  his  book  to  hear  how 
great  his  danger  was,  and  how  he  was  delivered  from  it. 
You  will  find  him  recording  very  strange  experiences 
indeed,  and  uttering  very  strange  words.  Tou  will 
sometimes  exclaim,  '  If  I  had  not  met  with  that  expres- 
aion  in  the  Bible,  if  it  had  not  been  attributed  to  a 
great  prophet,  I  should  have  called  it  wild,  almost 
blasphemous.'  Tou  will  find  him  calling  the  Lord  of 
all  to  Witness,  "  I  have  not  hastened  from  being  a 
pastor  to  follow  Thee;  neither  have  I  desired  the 
woeful  day ;  Thou  knowest :  that  which  came  oat  of 
my  lips  was  right  before  Thee.     Be  not  a  terror  onto 
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'  me :  Thoa  art  my  hope  in  the  day  of  evil,"  He  had 
said  before,  "  Thy  words  were  fonnd,  and  I  did  eat 
them  ;  and  Thy  word  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejoicing" 
I  of  my  heart."  "  I  sat  alone  because  of  Thy  hand,  for 
I  Thoa  hast  filled  me  with  indignation.  Why  is  my 
pain  perpetual  and  my  wound  incurable  which  refuaeth 
to  be  healed  ?  Wilt  Thou  be  uuto  me  altogether  as  a 
liar  and  as  waters  that  fail  ?  "  These  last  words  do  not 
occur  only  iu  one  place.  "  0  Lord,"  he  says,  "  Thou 
hast  deceived  me  and  I  was  deceived."  And  again, 
"  Righteous  art  Thou,  O  Lonl,  when  I  plead  with  Thee. 
Yet  let  me  talk  with  Thee  of  thy  judgments.  Where- 
fore doth  the  way  of  the  wicked  prosper  ?  Wherefore 
are  all  they  happy  that  deal  very  treacherously  ? 
Thou  hast  planted  them,  yea,  they  have  taken  root ; 
they  grow,  yea,  they  bring  forth  fruit."  Brethreo  ! 
It  was  this  boldness  of  the  prophet, — this  divine  bold- 
ness,— in  laying  bare  the  actual  thoughts  of  his  heart, 
the  confusions  by  which  it  was  tormented,  that  kept 
him  true,  that  made  him  unlike  the  men  whom  he 
denounced  and  who  denounced  him.  He  looked  the 
facta  of  the  world  in  the  face.  He  coald.  not  interpret 
them.  No  man  could  interpret  them  to  him.  He  looked 
at  that  which  was  going  on  in  himself.  There  the  same 
puzzles  repeated  themselves  i  nay,  were  nob  the  puzzles 
of  the  outward  world  rather  the  echoes  and  repetitions 
of  those  which  he  discovered  within?  Must  not  the 
explanation  of  them  begin  there  ?  Mast  he  not  ask 
the  ruler  of  the  inner  world  to  set  that  right ;  to  purge 
the  eye  which  was  to  behold  and  judge  that  which  was 
passing  around  him  ?  Was  not  this  the  beginning  of 
reformation  1 

Do  I  mean  that  Jeremiah  was  taught  in  this  way 
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tho  doctrine  whicli  we  hear  often  announced  so  oraca-» 
Iftrty, — "  You  must  reform  yourself  before  you  try  to 
Tpforra  tihe  world  ?  "  No,  brethren.  I  believe,  on  tbe 
contniry,  that  Jeremiah  was  taught  in  this  way  that 
he  could  reform  himself  just  as  little  as  he  could  reform 
the  world.  I  believe  he  was  taught  that  his  evils  were 
thp  pvils  of  the  world,  and  that  both  needed  the  same 
kind  of  reformation,  which  must  be  carried  on  by  the 
BRUie  Person,  in  the  same  method.  I  believe  he  was 
taught  that  the  reformfition  which  his  individual  soul 
deiunuded  was  one  which  could  not  be  cSectual  for  it, 
if  it  were  not  available  for  his  nation  aud  mankind. 
And  this  was  the  lesson  which  would  answer  the 
questionings  that  God  had  awakened  in  his  heart ;  the 
one  which  he  was  to  gain  from  the  potter's  house. — 

"  Behold,  he  vrronght  a  work  on  the  wheels."  These 
wheels,  it  IB  said,  were  two  circular  stones  placed  one 
upon  uiother ;  the  lower  fixed,  the  upper  turning  on  an 
ftxis  and  moved  by  the  feet  of  the  workman.  The 
nature  of  the  machine,  however,  does  not  engage  the 
prophet's  principal  attention.  He  sees  a  man  engaged 
tu  a  tttsk  to  which  he  is  devoting  all  his  thoughts.  He 
desigoa  to  make  some  clay  into  a  vessel  of  a  c 
shape ;  the  form  or  pattern  is  pivsent  to  his  mind : 
is  fully  resolved  that  the  material  with  which  he  ■ 
working,  ^all  oome  forth  is  that  form  and  no  < 
Bnt  iqipMtntly  it  disappoints  him.  One  piece  of  e 
after  anothor  ia  Uftrrad  in  his  hands;  it  takes  a  si 
different  fmm  tliat  whkth  Im  would  gm  it ;  ke  k«>C 
break  his  wesel  ^*iii  sad  again ;  be  goea  cm  p 
ingly  till  be  Ub  done  tbe  tbii^  wbidi  be  inteoded  I 
d(t.  "  He  made  it  again  another  vessel,  •• 
good  (o  tbe  pottar  to  sake  iL"     As  Jeremiab  p 
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over  the  sight,  the  word  of  the  Lord  comes  to  him: 
'0  house  of  Israel,  cannot  I  do  with  you  as  this 
potter  7 '  saith  the  Lord.  '  Behold  as  the  clay  is  in 
the  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye  in  miue  hand,  0  house  of 
Israel.'"  Commentators  have  no  doubt  what  this 
must  signify.  The  potter  could  do  what  he  liked  with 
the  clay,  he  could  destroy  it  if  he  pleased.  So,  it  is 
said,  God  can  destroy  the  laraelitish  nation  or  any 
nation  whon  and  how  He  pleases.  Very  well.  But 
when  Jeremiah  was  sent  to  study  the  potter's  work, 

as  sent  to  ascertain,  not  what  the  potter  might  do 
if  he  liked,  but  what  he  liked.     He  desired  to  make  a 

il  of  a  certain  foi-m.  That  was  the  end  for  which 
he  laboured.  If  there  is  any  force  or  worth  in  the 
analogy  at  ail,  it  must  mean  that  there  is  a  form 
according  to  which  God  is  seeking  to  mould  men  and 
nations.  It  must  imply  that  He  is  not  doing  any  single 
act  arbitrarily  or  without  reference  to  a  purpose ;  it 
must  imply  that  He  is  patiently,  continually  working 
for  the  accomplishment    of   this   purpose.     All    such 

uage  would  be  absurd,  incredible,  contradictory, 
if  we  started  with  the  assumption  of  a.  dry  Omnipo- 
tence, which    is    merely   uttering    decrees    respecting 

an  beings  as  to  their  condition  now  or  hereafter.  It 
is  perfectly  consistent  with  itself  and  with  the  whole 
tenor  of  Scripture,  because  here  and  everywhere  men 
are  assumed  to  have  will,  upon  which  no  mere  blind 
mechanical  power  can  operate,  but  upon  which  God, 
.  hving  Person,  is  operating  by  gracious,  mysterious, 
orderly  processes,  that  He  may  make  them  in  His  own 
likeness.  And  if  they  do  not  submit  to  this  process,  if 
they  persist  in  not  taking  the  mould  which  he  would 
give  them,  then  the  clay  is  broken  that  it  may  be 
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reformed,  tint  Ae  original  intent  of  (lie  o 
d»y  tmj  itfll  be  cnried  oat. 

Here,  tben,  wu  the  mysterir  ^  *  people's  r 
sace.  If  tb^  adaxrwle^ed  this  VfiU  wfaicii  ' 
workiDf;  Dpon  tfa^o,  if  at  &iit  time  ibev  yielded  to  il 
ui'l  deaired  to  be  formed  by  it,  ibis  was  that  conversioii 
and  inward  cbange  which  He  was  seeking  to  prodnoe ; 
tbi>  was  tbe  conimencement  of  that  tme  and  radical 
reformation  which  would  certainly  aSect  in  dae  time 
tbe  whole  sarface  of  life  and  of  society,  "At  what 
tDHtant,"  Ko  Jeremiah  appli^  the  image,  "  I  shall  speak 
concerning  n  nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdom. to  pluck 
np,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy ; — if  that  nation, 
against  whom  I  liave  pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil, 
I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto 
them."  Marvellous!  that  persons  should  see  in  this 
symbol  nothing  but  an  assertion  of  the  sovereignty 
of  Ood,  of  His  right  to  do  what  He  likes  with  His 
oroatuFBH ;  while  the  whole  course  of  the  prophet's 
thought  under  the  divine  teaching  has  been  to  lead 
him  to  think  of  the  order  of  God's  proceedings  with 
men,  the  methods  which  He  uses  to  bring  them  to  a 
knowledge  of  Him  and  submission  to  Him,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  His  design,  when,  and  only  when,  He  haa 
produced  this  voluntary  obedience. 

But  there  are  two  points  in  tbe  prophet's  applica- 
tion of  tilin  Migri  which  especially  require  to  be  noticed. 
Tho  first  is  that  he  looks  upon  this  symbol  as  teaching 
him  tho  principle  of  God's  government  of  a  people. 
We  might  say,  '  All  this  is  very  true  no  doubt  about 
an  individual ;  God  tries  these  processes  certainly  to 
bi-ing  this  nnd  that  man  out  of  darkness  into  light, 
to  awaken  in  him  the  thought  of  his  evil,  to  make  him 
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1  oonacioiiB  of  a  deliverer.  But  what  has  it  to  do  with  a 
nation  ?  That  is  an  outward  body,  a  formal  corpora-  I 
tion,  of  which  no  spiritual  emotions  can  be  predicated, 
which  it  is  absurd  in  any  wise  to  connect  with  them.' 
Most  absurd  nndoubtedly,  if  that  is  the  meaning  and 
definition  of  a  nation,  which  we  have  chosen  to  invent 
when  we  depart  from  all  the  representations  of  Scrip- 
ture respecting  it,  from  all  that  the  conscience  of  men, 
when  it  is  most  alive,  testifies  their  own  nation  to  he. 
But  the  time  ia  come, — let  us  say  it  boldly, — when  the 
Bible  must  he  thrown  either  into  the  fire  as  an  old 
worn-ont  document,  or  when  a  nation  must  be  felt  to 
be  not  a  formal  corporation  but  a  spiritual  reality,  a 
society  of  which  we  can  predicate  spiritual  conditions 
and  spiritual  emotions,  which  can  repent  and  can  be 
reformed  as  truly  as  an  individual  can.  Nay,  1  appre- 
hend that  we  shall  learn  some  day,  that  the  call  to 
individual  repentance  and  the  promise  of  individual 
reformation,  has  been  feeble  at  one  time,  productive  of 
tnrbiiient,  violent,  transitory  effects  at  another,  because 
it  has  not  been  part  of  a  call  to  national  repentance, 
because  it  has  not  been  connected  with  a,  promise  of 
national  reformation.  We  may  appeal  to  meu  by  the 
terrors  of  a  future  state;  we  may  use  all  the  machinery 
of  revivalists  to  awaken  them  to  a  concern  for  their 
sonls ;  we  may  produce  in  that  way  ii  class  of  religious 
men  who  pursue  an  object  which  other  men  do  not 
pursue  (scarcely  a  less  selfish,  often  not  a  leas  outward 
object) ; — who  leave  the  world  to  take  its  own  course ; 
— who,  when  they  mingle  in  it,  as  in  time  they  must  do 
for  the  sake  of  business  and  gain,  adopt  again  its  own 
maxims,  and  become  leaa  righteous  than  otiier  men  in 
common  affairs,  because  they  consider  religion  too  fine 
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a  tiling  to  be  brough-t  from  the  clouds  to  the  earth, 
while  yet  they  do  not  recognise  a  lower  principle  aa 
binding  on  them.  But  we  muat  apeak  again  the 
ancient  language  that  God  has  made  a  covenant  with 
the  nation,  and  that  all  citizens  are  subjects  of  an 
unseen  and  righteous  King,  if  we  would  have  a  hearty, 
inward  repentance,  which  will  really  bring  us  back  to 
God ;  which  will  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the 
children  and  of  the  children  to  the  fathers ;  which  will 
go  down  to  the  rootg  of  our  life^  changing  it  from  a 
self-seeking  life  into  a  life  of  humility  and  love  and 
cheerful  obedience;  which  will  bear  fruit  upwards, 
giving  nobleness  to  our  policy  and  literature  and  art, 
to  the  daily  routine  of  what  we  shall  no  more  dare  to 
call  our  secular  existence. 

You  may  think  that,  at  all  events,  I  have  been 
betrayed  into  a  deviation  from  the  strict  language  of 
the  text  when  I  have  given  it  this  modern  application. 
Jeremiah,  you  will  say,  when  he  spoke  of  a  nation, 
meant  the  choneii  nation.  He  begins  with  an  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Israel.  Assuredly  he  does.  I  am  moat 
anxious  to  remember  it,  and  that  his  intention  was 
expressly  to  prepare  his  countrymen  for  a  change 
which  would  very  speedily  take  place  in  their  own 
condition.  But  the  second  point  to  which  I  alluded 
OS  so  important  in  this  passage  was  that  Jeremiah 
conld  not  bring  the  image  of  the  potter's  work  to  bear 
with  its  proper  force  upon  Israelites  at  that  moment, 
if  he  confined  the  purpose  of  God  within  the  limits 
which  they  had  fixed  for  it.  He  says,  "At  what 
instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a  nation,  and  concern- 
ing a  kingdom,  to  plack  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to 
destroy  it ; — if  that  nation  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will 
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repent  of  tlie  evil  which  I  thought  to  do  thein."  We 
do  not  want  the  instance  of  Nineveh,  which  we  coo- 
sidered  in  a  former  lecture,  or  the  language  of  Amoa 
respecting  Moab  and  Ammon,  to  know  how  literally  any 
honest  Israelite  must  have  interpreted  this  sentence. 
For  Jeremiah  goes  on,  "And  at  what  instant  I  shall 
speak  concerning  a  nation  and  a  kingdom,  to  build  and 
to  plant  it — if  it  do  evil  in  my  sight,  that  it  obey  not 
my  voice,  then  I  will  repent  of  the  good,  wherewith  I 
said  I  would  benefit  them."  Here  is  that  levelling  tone 
which  we  have  traced  through  all  the  prophets  ;  which 
never  becomes  so  emphatical  as  when  they  are  insisting 
upon  the  worth  of  the  divine  covenant  with  the 
children  of  Abraham  and  are  calling  upon  them  to 
confess  it.  The  prophets  uniformly  take  Israel  and  its 
polity  as  a  sample  of  God's  dealings  with  His  creatures, 
as  a  witness  to  them  all  of  what  He  is,  and  what  He 
is  doing  with  and  for  the  children  of  men.  This  was 
their  high  calling;  it  was  their  privilege  and  their 
glory  to  proclaim  by  their  words,  their  acts,  their  very 
existence,  the  God  who  executes  righteousness  and 
judgment  in  the  earth.  It  was  because  they  did  not 
understand  this  privilege  and  glory— because  at  one 
moment  they  made  themselves  like  the  people  round 
about,  stooping  to  all  their  grovelling,  dividing  idol- 
atries— at  the  next,  set  up  themselves  as  if  they  were 
unhke  all  other  people  and  might  despise  them — in 
both  cases  equally  denying  their  covenant  and  Him  who 
had  made  it  with  them  ;  that  Jeremiah  wept  in  secret 
places  over  their  pride,  that  be  wished  his  head  were 
waters  and  his  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears.  And  when 
Che  whole  truth  flashed  upon  him,  as  he  gazed  on  the 
potter,  and  saw  how  one  piece  of  clay  after  another 
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was  marred,  and  yet  how  the  thing  he  designed  was 
at  last  done ;  it  came  with  an  awful  vision  of  what 
was  preparing  for  his  land,  with  a  bright  vision  of 
what  must  ultimately  follow  from  every  jiadgment. 
The  clay  was  broken;  it  was  not  the  fitneaa  of  that 
particular  lump  to  receive  the  shape  intended  for  it 
which  determined  or  frustrated  the  will  of  the  artist. 
That  which  seemed  now  compact,  and  yet  which 
consisted  of  elements  that  were  always  ready  to 
separate  from  each  other,  might  split  into  fragmenta  : 
but  the  vessel  mast  be  made; — not  after  some  diSerent 
type,  but  after  the  original  and  perfect  type  which 
dwelt  not  in  the  dead  matter  but  in  the  living  mind  of 
Him  who  was  shaping  it.  A  particular  race  might  be 
cast  aside,  not  wilfully,  not  in  rage,  but  after  a  series 
of  gracious,  merciful  experiments  had  been  made  upon, 
it,  after  it  had  resolutely  refused  to  be  that  which  it 
was  meant  to  be  and  to  do  that  which  it  was  meant 
to  do.  In  every  case  the  cause  of  rniu  would  be  not 
some  weakness  or  flaw  in  the  constitution  of  this 
race,  not  some  adverse  circumstances,  but  pride;  a 
determination  to  exist  for  itself  and  by  itself;  a  deter- 
mination issuing  in  a  moral  incapacity  for  understand- 
ing the  grace  of  its  Ruler,  for  exhibiting  any  qualities 
but  those  which  are  most  opposed  to  His  grace,  most 
hateful  and  destructive.  And  so  the  divine  righteous- 
ness would  be  vindicated;  for  never  could  one  of  these 
racBS  be  dashed  in  pieces  by  the  divine  decree  till  all 
the  life  that  was  in  it  had  departed,  till  all  its  substance 
had  been  preserved  and  reclaimed  for  some  future  and 
higher  use,  till  its  existence  was  felt  to  be  a  curse  and 
a  plague  to  the  nations,  till  its  fall  would  call  forth  the 
shouts  and  pEeans  of  sufferers  proclaiming,  "  There  is 
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BTirely  a  God  that  judgeth  the  earth."  Thus  the 
destruction,  which  Jeremiah  had  foreseen  to  be  ap- 
proaching his  landj  justified  itself  to  his  conscience 
and  heart.  He  shrauk  from  it  through  the  tenderness 
of  his  nature,  through  the  patriotism  which  had 
become  keener  and  intenser  with  every  woe  he  had 
been  obliged  to  pronounce  upon  his  coantiy,  with 
every  insult  he  bad  endured  from  it.  But  beneath  all 
these  feelings  there  lay  an  inward  satisfaction  in  the 
triumph  of  that  which  was  right  and  true;  in  the 
certainty  that  the  divine  type  and  form  of  Humanity 
would  be  brought  forth  and  exhibited  in  some  way  or 
other  through  human  clay, — in  some  way  or  other 
through  his  own  race,  however  the  members  of  it 
might  try  to  resist  the  process,  however  oue  genera- 
tion or  another  might  have  to  be  broken  that  the  end 
might  be  accomplished. 

I  have  dwelt  on  this  particular  passage  not  only 
for  its  own  sake,  but  because  I  can  find  none  which 
throws  so  much  light  npon  the  whole  prophecy  and 
upon  the  mind  of  the  prophet.  What  reformation  is 
not,  ho  has  learnt  too  painfuliy  by  what  he  had  seen 
in  Jerusalem  and  in  the  whole  land.  The  sweeping 
away  of  abuses  and  abominations  only  revealed  the 
inward  corruption  which  had  produced  them.  The 
further  he  looked  into  the  state  of  his  people  the 
deeper  that  corruption  appeared.  The  springs  of  it 
were  in  the  very  fountains  whence  life  and  healing 
ought  to  have  issued.  What  a  bewildering  discovery ! 
And  this  in  the  choseu  land;  this  in  the  land  which 
was  to  declare  the  name  of  God  to  aU  lands !  And 
yet  he  has  not  reached  the  most  terrible  depth  of  all. 
In  himself, — the  witness  and  proteatant  against  the 
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evils  which  lie  saw  in  people,  prophets,  and  priests,-^ 
they  were  all  gathered  up.  Within  him  lay  the  anger,' 
bittemeBB,  turbulence,  pride,  which  were  spreadiogr 
curses  in  every  family,  which  were  making  the  houses 
of  Israel  a  desolation.  Were  these  evils  less  in  him 
than  in  those  in  whom  they  broke  out  into  open 
excesses  ?  Had  he  not  rather  to  meet  them  in  their 
first  essence,  in  their  inmost  malignity?  But  what 
were  they  in  him  or  in  others  ?  The  strife  of  the  clay 
with  the  Potter ;  the  struggles  of  men,  against  a  divine 
Artificer,  not  to  be  brought  into  their  true,  reasonable, 
healthy  condition ;  not  to  be  at  peace  with  each  other 
by  being  at  peace  with  Him  who  had  made  them  to 
bear  a  common  image,  to  be  partakers  of  a  common 
life.  And  here  was  the  power  which  could  reform 
individuals  and  reform  society.    Captivity,  destruction, 

I 'was  itself  a  method  of  reformation;  God  could  bring 
life  oat  of  death,  even  as  man  was  bringing  death  out 
'  of  life.  This  marring  of  the  clay  was  a  fearful  sight ; 
the  patience,  long-suffering,  final  victory  of  the  Potter 
a  glorious  one. 

And,  brethren,  if  we  would  meditate  on  the  past,  the 
present,  or  the  future, — if  the  study  of  all  these  is  not 
to  be  an  arid,  heartless,  distant  speculation,  or  else  one 
which  drives  us  mad, — we  must  read  them  by  thia 
light  J  we  must  be  willing  to  go  down  to  the  potter's 
bonse  and  consider  what  it  has  to  tell  us.  Oh,  how 
easily  some  persons  can  talk  about  the  course  of  the 
world,  the  disappearance  of  races,  the  downfall  of 
empires,  as  if  they  were  only  busy  with  a  geological 
record,  as  if  human  history  were  a  series  of  formations. 
How  pleasant  it  is  to  have  'ideas,'  as  people  call  them, 
about  these  changes  and   developments.     And  after 
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all,  they  were  beings  of  our  own  i 
Bubjects  of  them ;  the  successive  strata  were  men  and 
women  who  anffered,  rejoiced,  feared,  hoped,  had  their 
aspirations  after  all  good  and  temptations  to  all  evil, 
as  we  have.  And  the  relations  in  which  they  stood 
to  each  other  as  members  of  families  and  communities 
were  interwoven  with  all  their  personal  thoughts  and 
desires ;  the  last  became  utterly  dead  or  utterly  miser- 
able,— the  thoughts  of  a  prison-house  or  the  dreams  of 
delirium, — when  they  ceased  to  be  conscious  of  the 
first.  What  does  it  all  mean  ?  Are  these  chance 
scenes  from  a  drama  in  which  there  is  no  unity,  no 
centre,  no  catastrophe  ?  Take  this  simple  image 
with  you,  and  see  if  the  one  thought  of  a  living  and 
righteous  Being, — working  amidst  the  changes  of  times, 
working  upon  human  wills  for  a  loving  and  gracious 
purpose,  working  for  a  purpose  which  has  been  realised, 
— does  not  give  yon  a  power  of  understanding  facts 
which  you  were  content  to  leave  unexplained,  does  not 
enable  you  to  bear  your  ignorance  of  those  which  you 
cannot  explain.  I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be  so  if  yon 
are  not  convinced  that  the  perfect  ideal  of  Humanity 
has  been  brought  forth ;  that  a  man,  who  perfectly 
submitted  that  the  clay  which  He  bore  should  he 
moulded  according  to  the  will  of  an  Almighty  Father, 
is  the  centre  of  Human  life.  Society,  History.  But  1 
am  sure,  if  that  faith  is  fully  received  into  your  hearts, 
that  the  weary  maze  will  become  a  blessed  order; 
and  that  you  will  think  of  the  condition  of  your  race 
and  of  its  members  with  a  sympathy  and  a  hope 
which  no  theories  of  perfectibility  can  impart,  which 
only  the  God  of  Sympathy  and  Hope  and  Consolation 
can  bestow. 
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Am^vm,  tSttm  vn  aone  who,  beo^  si  the  finftat 
rmtftvf  trtjta  ifm  opioiooy  jet  ftAag  how  moA  we 
fNNMl  ruftmaittino,  hope  that  it  nasj  come  tfaroagh  Ae 
it0t«  of  eifii  nil«n.  There  are  some  who,  soomii^  all 
ninti  linlf),  W'juM  C17  out,  that  poweis,  now  withheld 
tr*nii  iiiitt  jiritwU  An'l  proplieta  of  the  land  for  removing 
th*t\r  iiwii  ^ri'ivnncc-ii,  Nliould  witli  all  speed  be  restored 
Ui  tliKtii.  Hi'titlirun,  we  may  take  up  with  any  of  these 
nfiti"!  lull 'tin  J  wo  miiy  exchange  one  for  another  very 
fi'rii|iit'iiUy,  wii  limy  at  luitt  acquiesce  in  the  opinion 
UiaIi  tlid  dliiirrti  ill  Uiin  land,  perhaps  in  all  lands,  is 
ili'Ni.lrifiil  t.ii  [ii'I'IhIi  liy  nIow  decay  or  suddtin  violence. 
Mil  wii  litdi'ii  111  fiuil  how  deeply  rooted  the  evil  is,  how 
(ilimnly  il<  tniU'lm*  the  vi tula  of  society,  bow  near  it  is 
till  mii'iHilvon,  Then  wo  ithall  gireover  hoping  anything 
rniiii  iiNNliuiliitiionii  to  foreigners,  wy  shall  think  that, 
vvi>it  whuii  lliu  original  iu  its  owu  region  is  innocent 
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and  laudable,  the  copy  ia  likely  to  be  insincere  and 
annatural ;  that  in  general,  when  we  set  out  with,  a 
purpose  o£  imitating,  we  shall  choose  what  ia  worst 
in  the  practices  of  others  and  omit  what  is  best ;  that 
the  hankering  after  novelties  ia  the  sign  of  a  disease 
within,  which  the  obtaining  of  them  certainly  would 
not  cure.  Then  we  shall  say,  'The  rough  work  which 
civil  ralera  can  do  in  cutting  up  weeds  may  be  inevit- 
able; but  it  will  be  done  blindly  and  ignorantly,  it 
will  probably  destroy  as  much  of  wheat  as  of  tares,  it 
will  certainly  not  destroy  any  of  the  corruptions  in 
the  soil  which  cause  the  tares  to  spring  up  and  the 
wheat  to  perish.'  Then  we  ahfiU  say,  '  We  churchmen 
shall  have  power  enough  when  we  know  how  to  use 
it.  But  may  God  give  ns  reformation  firat ;  legislative 
functions,  if  we  require  them,  afterwards.  May  He 
leave  us  not  to  the  miserable  delusion  that  we  can  set 
other  men  right  by  any  processes  which  shall  not 
strike  first  at  their  sins  in  ourselves,  or  that  these  can 
be  reached  till  we  submit  them  to  God's  discipline,  till 
we  believe  that  it  is  His  will  to  set  us  and  all  men 
right,  if  we  do  not  fancy  that  we  can  be  right  without 
Him.' 

And  so  we  are  brought  back  in  this  case  also  to  the 
potter's  house.  But  we  must  learn  there  that  other 
fearful  lesson  which  Jeremiah  learnt,  and  which  is  as 
true  for  us  as  it  was  for  the  house  of  Israel-  If  God's 
promise,  that  His  Son's  kingdom  shall  have  no  end, 
means  that  all  the  races  which  He  has  invited  to 
become  portions  of  that  kingdom,  shiiU  always  continue 
to  be  portions  of  it,  how  should  Jerusalem,  Constanti- 
nople, Alesnndria,  have  fallen  under  the  power  of  the 
Crescent  ?     Are  not  these  cities  proofs  that  the  clay  ia 
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marred  in  the  new,  as  it  was  in  the  old  time,  when  it  re- 
sists the  will  of  the  Artificer  ?  Why  should  Eomaniata 
or  Protestants  think  that  the  law  will  he  violated  in 
their  case  ?  What  is  there  in  the  clay  of  Italy,  Ger- 
many, France,  England,  to  give  it  a  special  exemption 
from  the  sentence  upon  that  which  is  profitable  for 
nothing  '(  Let  ua  not  be  high-minded,  but  fear.  lb  is 
written,  "  If  He  spared  not  the  natural  branches,  take 
heed  lest  He  spare  not  thee."  But  it  is  written  also, 
that  "  the  casting  away  of  them  was  the  riches  of  the 
world."  It  is  written  further  that  "  all  Israel  shall  be 
saved."  Even  after  the  clay  in  human  eyes  has  bean 
utterly  marred,  we  know  that  the  Potter  still  looks  after 
it,  still  seeks  to  bring  the  true  form  out  of  it.  No  ona 
word  of  his  can  fall  to  the  ground.  Surely  these 
words  cannot,  which  are  sealed  with  the  blood  of  the 
Son  of  God ;  "  He  willeth  that  all  men  should  be 
saved  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 

We  know,  that  whatever  happens  to  one  generation 
or  another,  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be 
established  above  the  hills,  and  that  all  the  nations 
shall  flow  unto  it.  We  know  that  the  regenerating 
Spirit  of  Him  who  has  ascended  on  high  that  He 
might  fill  all  things,  shall  cast  oat  all  evil  spirits,  and 
shall  claim  human  clay  and  all  natural  things  for  Him- 
self, We  know  tl^at  God  has  said.  He  will  write  upon 
human  hearts  His  own  name  and  the  name  of  the  new 
Jerusalem,  His  holy  city.  And  since  the  glory  of  the 
nniverse  implies  the  blessedness  of  the  individuals  who 
compose  it,  since  our  belief  in  the  immortality  of  God's 
kingdom  does  not  interfere  with  the  belief  in  a  personal 
immortality,  hnt  sustains  and  ratifies  it,  we  are  sui'e 
that  the  vision  in  the  potter's  house  will  be  fulfilled  in 
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another  very  literal  and  blessed  manner.  He  who 
has  given  each  of  us  a  tenement  of  clay,  may  subject 
it  to  much  hard  discipline,  may  suffer  it  at  last  to  be 
quite  marred  and  to  return  to  its  kindred  earth  again. 
"  But  if  the  Spirit  of  Him  who  raised  up  Christ  from 
the  dead  dwell  in  us,  He  will  also  quicken  our  mortal 
bodies.''  Only  that  which  hinders  the  shining  forth 
of  the  spiritual  body  in  the  human  form  will  perish. 
The  body  of  humihation  will  be  made  like  to  Christ's 
glorious  body  by  that  power  whereby  He  is  able  to 
subdue  all  things  to  Himself. 


SERMON  XXIV. 


THE   NEW  COVENANT, 


(i<nco!.i'«  Inn,  WkUaanday.-^May  30,  185S.) 

Bebolil,  the  dajt  come,  aaitli  the  Lord,  thnC  I  will  make  n  new  ra 

□anC  with  the  hoQse  of  larael  and  with  the  house  ut  Jad&h :  not  i| 
i«0(irc)!iig  to  the  uoceimtit  Chat  1  maHo  with  their  fathers  ii 
the  day  Uiat  1  took  them  bj  the  hand  to  bring  tham  oat  of  thi 
land  of  Egypt ;  which  my  ooreaaat  thej  brake,  alCboDgh  X  mi 
a  bnabaud  to  tbein,  uiith  the  Lardi  but  this  aball  be  the  cove- I 
nant  that  1  will  nAke  with  the  honae  o!  Israel :  After  tboaa  I 
dajR,  Baltb  tbe  Loi'd,  I  will  put  my  law  ia  their  inward  pnrti,  I 
and  write  it  in  their  hearts;  and  will  be  their  God,  and  tha^^fl 
■ball  be  my  people.    And  they  Bhall  teooh  no  more  every  man  ■ 
his  HBighbour,  aud  every  man  hia  brother,  flaying,  Know  ye  tbo  ] 
Lord !  tor  they  bIidU  all  koow  me,  From  the  lenat  of  them  nata  1 
tbe  Broatest  of  them,  anith  the  Lord ;  for  I  will  forgive  their  I 
iniquitv,  and  I  will  remember  their  sin  no  more. — JlttEMlAB  | 
itii.  31-3'J. 


Thb  later  chapters  of  Jeremiah,  which  do  not  follow  j 
eiicfi  other  iii  chronological  order,  and  in  which  there  I 
are  tnauy  repetitions,  connect  his  personal  history  J 
with  the  reigns  of  Jehoiakim  and  Zedekiah,  and  I 
with  the  anarchy  which  followed  the  murder  of  i 
Nebuchadneazar'fl  officer  Gedaliah. 

The  following  passage  from  the  twenty-second  I 
chapter  refers  to  Josiah  and  his  three  Bnccessora.J 
"  Weep  ye  not  for  the  dead,"  says  the  prophet, "  neither'! 
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1  him  :  but  weep  Bore  for  him  that  goeth  away, 
for  he  shall  return  no  more,  nor  see  his  native  country." 
He  who  waa  not  to  retui'n  is  called  in  the  next  Terse 
Shallum,  but  it  seems  clear  that  he  is  the  Jehoahaz  of 
the  Book  of  KingSj  and  that  the  place,  to  which  be 
was  led  captive  and  where  he  was  to  die,  was  the 
capital  of  Pharaoh.  The  following  passage,  beginning 
at  the  thirteenth  verse,  refers  to  Jehoiakim.  He  is 
contrasted  with  his  father,  "  who  judged  the  cause  of  the 
poor  and  the  needy,"  and  ao  proved  that  he  knew  the 
Lord  : — whereas  the  son  "  was  building  his  house  by 
unrighteousness,  and  his  chambers  by  wrong  :^h6  was 
using  his  neighbour's  services  without  wages  and  giving 
him  not  for  his  work : — he  was  ceiling  Lis  house  with 
cedar,  and  painting  it  with  vermilion  : — his  eyes  and 
his  heart  were  not  but  for  his  covetousness,  and  for 
to  shed  innocent  blood,  and  for  oppression,  and  for 
violence,  to  do  it."  He  was  imitating,  it  would  appear, 
the  tastes  and  habits  of  the  monarch  by  whose  favour 
he  reigned.  The  taxes,  which  he  was  obhged  to  levy 
upon  his  people  for  the  service  of  the  foreigner,  were 
made  more  intolerable  by  his  own  self-indulgence  and 
luxury.  There  was  in  him  that  stupid  security  which 
may  so  often  be  seen  in  men  who  have  already  suffered 
the  deepest  disgraces,  and  who  are  on  the  edge  of  utter 
downfall.  Therefore  he  is  told  that  "they  shall  not 
lament  for  him  saying,  'Ah,  my  brother'  or  'Ah,  lord,' 
or  'Ah,  his  glory;'  that  he  shall  be  buried  with  the 
burial  of  an  ass,  drawn  forth  and  cast  beyond  the 
gates  of  Jerusalem,"  The  more  terrible  judgment 
which  ia  to  follow  upon  the  young  king  and  the  • 
queen-mother,  as  well  as  the  whole  land,  is  announced  I 
in  the  following  verses.     "As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  J 
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thoDgh  Coniah  the  son  of  -Jetoiakiin  king  of  Jndah  I 
were  the  signet  upon  my  right  hand,  yet  -wonld  I  | 
plack  thee  thence.  And  I  will  give  thee  into  the 
hand  of  them  that  seek  thy  life,  and  into  the  hand  of 
them  whose  face  thon  fearest,  even  into  the  hand  ol 
Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon,  and  into  the  hand 
of  the  Chaldeans.  And  I  wiJl  cast  thee  ont,  and  thy 
mother  that  hare  thee,  into  another  country,  where  ye 
were  not  born;  and  there  shall  ye  die." 

In  Jeremiah's  time,  as  in  the  time  of  the  earlier  pro- 
phets, the  judgment  upon  Jndiea  was  really  a  judgment 
npon  all  the  nations.  Egypt,  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
the  kings  of  Tyrus,  the  kings  of  Sidon,  the  kings  of 
Arabia,  the  kings  of  the  mingled  people  that  dwelt  in 
the  desert,  were  all  forced  to  drink  of  a  wine-cnp  of 
fury  which  had  been  mingled  for  them.  It  was  a  time 
of  far-reaching  destruction  and  desolation.  The  great 
conqueror,  the  destroyer  of  boundaries,  had  gone  forth; 
God  had  given  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  into  his 
hands  for  a  certain  season;  no  strength  or  policy  would 
avert  or  delay  the  sentence.  The  prophet's  message 
was  a  very  comprehensive  one,  but  its  force  was  not 
to  be  lost  in  its  generality.  He  was  to  tell  "  all  the 
cities  of  Judah  who  came  to  worship  in  the  Lord's 
house,  diminishing  not  a  word,  '  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
If  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me,  to  walk  in  my  law 
which  I  have  set  before  you,  I  will  make  this  house 
like  Sbiloh,  and  will  make  this  city  a  curse  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth.'  "  The  priests  and  the  prophets  j 
insisted  that  the  foreteller  of  evil  should  be  put  to 
death;  the  princes  and  the  people  said,  "He  is  not 
worthy  to  die,  he  hath  spoken  to  us  in  the  Name  of  ' 
the  Lord."     The  elders  of  the  land  alleged  the  conduct 
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of  Hezekiali  to  Micah  in.  his  defence.  But  it  is  evident 
that  the  priestly  influence  would  have  prevailed  with 
Jehoiakim  in  hia  case,  as  it  did  iu  that  of  another 
prophet  who  is  refeiTed  to  in  the  same  place,  if  a 
powerful  courtier,  Ahikam  the  son  of  Shaphan,  had 
not  protected  him. 

He  seems  to  have  shut  up  Jeremiah  for  the  same 
reason  as  that  which  led  the  Elector  of  Saxony  to  shot 
up  Luther  after  the  Diet  of  Worms.  In  the  thirty- 
sixth  chapter  he  says  to  Baruch  (the  time  ia  assigned 
to  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim),  that  "he  cannot  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord,"  and  therefore  that  Baruch 
must  read  a  roll  which  he  had  written,  in  the  oars  of 
the  people,  in  the  Lord's  house,  upon  the  fasting-day. 
There  was  no  doubt  a  great  assembly  gathered  from  all 
the  cities  of  Judah.  They  were  told  of  woes  which 
would  surely  come  upon  Jerusalem  and  upon  the  whole 
land.  Michaiah  the  son  of  Gemariah  heard  the  words 
of  the  roll.  He  informed  the  princes  j  they  sent  for 
Baruch.  He  read  it  in  their  ears.  They  were  afraid 
both  one  and  the  other ;  they  said,  "  We  will  surely 
tell  the  king  all  these  words."  The  roll  was  brought 
before  Jehoiakim  as  he  was  sitting  iu  the  winter-house 
with  a  fire  on  the  hearth  burning  before  him ;  he  cut 
it  and  cast  it  into  the  fire  till  it  was  consumed. 
Jeremiah  was  bidden  to  signify  to  Jehoiakim  by  the 
month  of  Baruch,  that  the  roll  was  burnt,  but  that  the 
thing  written  in  the  roU  could  not  be  burnt.  "  The 
king  of  Babylon  would  certainly  come  and  destroy  the 
land,  and  would  cause  to  cease  from  it  man  and  beast." 
That  which  Jeremiah  had  been  told  when  ha  was 
but  a  child,  that  he  was  to  pul!  down  and  destroy,  was 
beginning  to  he  fulfilled.     Not  only  his  own  people 
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Anathotli,  but  the  kinga  and  priests   ia   Jerasalema 
regarded   him   as   a   dangerous    disturber.      He 
robbing  other  kingdoms  as  well  as  bis  own  of  j 
and  security,    He  could  not  pretend  that  his  words  diJJ 
not  nnsettle  the  minds  of  people  as  well  as  rulers.     Hej 
could  not  even  aay  that  the  words  were  nothing  excepi 
so  far  as  they  pointed  to  certain  events  which  woulcU 
either  correspond  with  them  or  confute  them.     Thsjij 
were  more  than  this.     They  went  down  to  the  i 
and   causes   oE  these   events ;   they   traced   them   toj 
principles  in    the  hearts  of  kings,   priests,  prophetSjJ 
and  people.     Was  not  this  pulling  up  and  plucki 
down  ?     Was  it  wonderful  that  Jeboiakim  should  bui 
the  roll,  and  desire  to  kill  him  who  had  dictated  it  F 

But  it  had  also  been  told  Jeremiah,  that  he  was  ttfl 
plant  and  to  build.  In  the  twenty-ninth  chapter  < 
the  prophecy,  we  hear  of  a  letter  which  the  prophefeB 
sent  to  those  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  had  carried  cap.'A 
tive  'after  that  Zecbariah,  and  the  queen,  and  theM 
eunuchs,  and  the  princes  of  Jadah  and  Jerusalem,  I 
were  departed  from  Jerusalem.'  Part  of  this  letterj 
contains  terrible  warnings  and  denunciations  againstM 
the  prophets  who  were  telling  the  captives  that  thejn 
should  speedily  return  to  their  own  land;  part  o£  itn 
is  full  of  hope  and  encouragement.  The  exi 
to  build  houses  and  dwell  in  them,  and  plant  gardengil 
and  eat  the  fruit  of  them,  and  take  wives  and  begefefl 
sons  and  daughters,  and  take  wives  for  their  aonB.W 
that  they  may  bear  sons  and  daughters,  that  they* 
may  be  increased  there  and  not  diminished."  YtOm 
these  aro  to  be  the  seed  of  a  nation.  "  Behold,"  saith.l 
the  Lord,  "  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity  of  Jacob'S'l 
tents,  and  have  loercy  on  his  dwelling-places.     And] 
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the  city  siall  be  bnilded  upon  her  own  heap,  and  the 
palace  shall  remain  after  the  manner  thereof.  And  out 
of  them  shall  proceed  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of 
tbem  that  make  merry.  And  1  will  multiply  them, 
and  they  shall  not  be  few,  I  will  also  glorify  them. 
I  will  punish  all  that  oppress  them.  And  their  noHea 
shall  be  of  themselves,  and  their  governor  shall  be  of 
the  midst  of  them.  And  I  will  be  the  God  of  all  the 
families  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  be  my  people." 

All  Jeremiah's  visions  respecting  these  exiles  are 
soothing  and  cheerful.  He  sees  much  evil  among 
them.  But  he  baa  such  bright  intimations  of  what 
their  future  shall  he,  that  bis  sleep  is  sweet  to  him. 
They  are  the  pledge  of  a  better  day,  which  lie  shall  not 
see,  indeed,  but  which  will  assuredly  come  to  the  land, 
and  which  will  gladden  him  though  the  places  which 
knew  him  then  should  know  him  no  more.  The  case 
is  altogether  different  when  he  turned  to  Jerusalem, 
where  Zedekiah  was  reigning.  The  prophet  sees  two 
baskets  of  figa  set  before  the  Temple  of  the  Lord,  one 
very  good,  like  those  that  are  first  ripe,  the  other  ao  bad 
that  they  cannot  be  eaten.  The  first  are  those  'whom 
the  Lord  has  sent  out  of  this  place  into  the  land  of  the 
Chaldeans;'  the  others  represent  Zedekiah  and  his 
princes  and  the  residue  of  Jerusalem  that  remain  in 
the  land,  and  them  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  Egypt. 
All  that  we  hear  of  the  later  history  helpa  ua  to  under- 
stand the  force  and  truth  of  this  sign.  The  reign  of 
Zedekiah  presents  us  with  the  most  vivid  picture  of  a 
king  and  people  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  into  an 
abyss,  ever  and  anon  making  wild  and  frantic  efforts  to 
rise  out  of  it,  impnting  their  evil  to  every  one  but 
—their  struggles  for  a    nominal   freedom 
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always  proving  them  to  be  both  slaves  and  tyrants 
at  heart.  Zedekiah  has  revolted  frooi  the  king  of 
Babylon  who  has  raised  him  to  the  throne.  Paahur, 
the  son  of  Immer  the  priest,  has  heard  that  Jeremiah 
has  prophesied  against  the  city.  He  smites  him  and 
puts  him  in  the  stocks  that  were  in  the  high  gate  of 
Benjamin,  which  was  by  the  house  of  the  Lord.  When 
Jeremiah  is  brought  forth  he  has  again  to  deulare  that 
Judah  shall  be  given  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of 
Babylon  and  be  earned  captive  and  be  slain,  by  the 
sword,  and  that  Pashur  shall  he  one  of  the  victims. 
Shortly  after  another  Paahur  is  sent  by  the  king  to  him 
with  a  humble  message,  "Enquire,  I  pray  thee,  of  the 
Lord  for  us,  forKebuchadnezzarking  of  Babylon  maketh 
war  against  us ;  if  so  be  that  the  Lord  will  deal  with  us 
according  to  all  His  wondrous  works."  The  Chaldean 
army  actually  besieges  the  city;  the  proud  revolters 
begin  to  shew  their  native  cowardice ;  those  that 
mocked  and  persecuted  the  prophet  think  that  they 
may  bribe  him  to  help  them.  But  the  answer  is  as 
before,  "  I  will  turn  back  the  weapons  of  war  that  are 
in  your  hands,  wherewith  ye  fight  against  the  king  of 
Babylon  and  the  Chaldeans,  which  besiege  you  with- 
out the  walls,  and  I  will  assemble  them  into  the  midst 
of  this  city.  And  I  myself  will  fight  against  you  with 
an  outstretched  arm.  And  I  will  smite  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  both  man  and  beast ;  they  shall  die  of  a 
great  pestilence.  He  that  abideth  in  the  city  shall  die 
by  the  sword  and  by  the  famine  and  by  the  pestilence ; 
but  he  that  goeth  out  and  falleth  to  the  Chaldeans, 
his  life  shall  be  unto  him  for  a  prey."  At  the 
time  he  tells  the  king  how  he  may  prove  a  better 
patriot  than  by  fighting  with  the  Chaldeans. — 
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"And  toaching  the  house  of  the  king  of  Judah,  aay, 
Hear  ye  the  word  of  the  Lord,  0  house  of  Da  rid  :  thus 
saith  the  Lord,  Execute  judgment  in  the  morning,  and 
deliver  him  that  is  spoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
oppressor,  lest  my  fury  go  out  like  fire,  and  barn  that 
none  can  quench  it,  because  of  the  evil  of  your  doings." 

Possibly  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  exhortation 
that  an  event  took  place  of  which  we  have  the  following 
remarkable  record : 

King  Zedekiah  made  a  covenant  with  all  the  people 
which  were  at  Jerusalem,  to  proclaim  liberty  unto 
them;  that  every  man  should  let  his  man-servant, 
and  every  man  his  maid-servant,  being  an  Hebrew  or 
an  Hebrewess,  go  free;  that  none  should  serve  himself 
of  them,  to  wit,  of  a  Jew  his  brother." 

This  act  of  simple  obedience  to  a  command,  this 
recognition  of  Jewish  citizenship  and  brotherhood,  was 
hailed  by  Jeremiah  as  the  most  blessed  of  all  tokens  of 
reformation.     But  this  was  the  ignominioas  conclusion : 

"But  afterwards  they  turned,  and  caused  the 
servants  and  the  handmaids,  whom  they  had  let  go 
free,  to  return,  and  brought  them  into  subjection  for 
BoiTants  and  for  handmaids." 

And  this  was  the  prophet's  word  respecting  it : 

"  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel :  I  made  a 
covenant  with  your  fathers  in  the  day  that  I  brought 
them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house 
of  bondmen,  saying.  At  the  end  of  seven  years  let  ye 
go  every  man  his  brother  an  Hebrew,  which  hath  been 
sold  unto  thee ;  and,  when  he  had  served  thee  six  years, 
then  shalt  let  him  go  free  from  thee :  but  your  fathers 
hearkened  not  unto  me,  neither  inclined  their  ear. 
And  ye  were  now  turned,  and  had  done  right  in  my 
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sight,  in  proclaiming  liberty  every  man  to  his  neigOT^ 
bour :  and  ye  had  made  a  covenant  before  me  in  the 
house  which  is  called  by  my  name  :  but  ye  turned,  and 
polluted  my  name,  and  caused  every  man  his  servant, 
and  every  man  his  handmaid,  whom  he  had  set  at 
liberty,  at  their  pleasure,  to  return,  and  brought  them 
into  subjection,  to  be  unto  you  for  servants  and  for 
handmaids.  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  have 
not  hearkened  unto  me,  in  proclaiming  liberty  every 
one  to  his  brother,  and  every  man  to  his  neighbour  : 
behold,  I  proclaim  a  liberty  for  you,  saith  the  Lord,  to 
the  aword,  to  the  pestilence,  and  to  the  famine  :  and  I 
will  make  you  to  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoma  of 
the  earth," 

We  are  not  told  the  motive  of  the  change,  but  by 
comparing  other  passages  in  the  prophecy  with  the 
one  in  which  Jeremiah  tells  the  Jewish  masters  what 
ruin  they  are  preparing  for  themselves,  we  may  form 
a  reasonable  conjecture.  Pharaoh  Nechoh,  ib  appears, 
resolved  upon  one  more  desperate  experiment  to 
regain  his  position.  He  sent  an  army  to  assist 
Zedebiah  against  the  besiegers.  The  Chaldeans  re- 
treated. The  king  and  the  people  were  of  coarse 
elated  with  joy.  There  was  no  longer  need  to  buy 
God's  favour  by  letting  the  oppressed  go  free.  The 
help  of  Egypt  was  all-sufficieat.  But  some  misgiving, 
it  seems,  then  led  the  king  to  desire  Jeremiah's  prayers 
that  the  deliverance  might  be  complete.  The  answer 
is,  "  Behold,  Pharaoh's  army  shall  return  to  Egypt,  to 
their  own  land,  and  the  Chaldeans  shall  come  again, 
and  fight  against  this  city  and  take  it  and  bum  it 
with  fire."  llien  the  prophet  "goes  out  of  Jerusalem 
into  the  land  of  Benjamiu,  to  separate  himself  thence 
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Q  the  midst  of  tbe  people."  TTie  most  pasBionate  of 
patriots  is  accused  of  being  a  traitor.  The  princes  are 
now  as  wroth  with  him  as  the  priests  j  he  is  thrown 
into  a  dungeon.  The  poor  feeble  king  perceives  that 
there  is  a  power  and  truth  in  the  prophet  which  he 
cannot  find  elsewhere.  Ho  sends  to  tho  prison  to  ask 
if  there  ia  any  word  from  the  Lord.  He  is  told  there 
is,  "  for  thou  shalfc  be  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the 
king  of  Babylon."  Thenceforth  Zedekiah  is  inclined 
to  favour  him.  He  is  brought  into  the  court  of  the 
prison  and  has  food  daily  furnished  to  him.  But  the 
princes  say  unto  the  king,  "Let  this  man  be  put  to 
death ;  for  the  man  seeketh  not  the  welfare  of  this 
people,  but  the  hurt."  Zedekiah  makes  tbe  confession 
so  characteristic  of  such  a  time,  "Behold,  he  is  in  your 
hand ;  for  the  king  is  not  he  who  can  do  anything 
against  you."  He  is  thrown  into  a  worse  dungeon 
where  there  was  no  water  but  mire :  a  merciful 
Ethiopian  interferes  to  save  him  from  death ;  the  king 
consults  him  once  more.  He  is  told  that  the  only 
safety  is  in  surrender  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  else  he 
will  be  taken  and  the  city  will  be  burnt  with  fire. 
The  princes  and  the  king  are  now  suspicious  of  each 
other :  Jeremiah  is  removed  again  to  the  court  of  the 
prison,  and  remains  there  till  Jerusalem  is  taken.  That 
event  occurred  in  the  eleventh  year  of  Zedekiah'a 
reign.  Zedekiah  escapes  by  night ;  he  is  bound  with 
chains  and  his  eyes  put  out :  the  city  is  set  on  fire, 

The  events  which  follow  are  recorded  in  the  last 
chapter  of  the  Second  Book  of  Kings. 

"  And  as  for  the  people  that  remained  in  the  land 
of  Judah,  whom  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  had 
Left,  even  over  them  he  made  Gedaliah  the   son  of 
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Aliitam,  the  boh  of  Shaplian,  ruler.  And  wlien  all 
the  captains  of  the  armies,  they  and  their  men,  heard 
that  the  king  of  Babylon  had  made  Gedaliab  governor, 
there  came  to  Gedaliab,  to  Mizpah,  even  Ishmael  the 
eon  of  Nethaniah,  and  Johanan  the  son  of  Careah,  and 
Seraiah  the  son  of  Tanhumeth  the  Netopbathite,  and 
Jaazaniah  the  son  of  a.  Maachathite,  they  and  their 
men.  And  Gedaliab  Bware  to  them,  and  to  their 
men,  and  said  unto  them.  Fear  not  to  be  the 
servants  of  the  Chaldees;  dwell  in  the  land,  and  serve 
the  ting  of  Babylon,  and  it  shall  be  well  with  you. 
But  it  came  to  pass,  in  the  seventh  month,  that 
Isbmael  the  son  of  Nethaniah,  the  son  of  Elishama, 
of  the  seed  royal,  came,  and  ten  men  with  bim,  and 
smote  Gedaliab,  that  he  died,  and  the  Jews  and  the 
Cbaldees  that  were  with  him  at  Mizpah.  And  all  the 
people,  both  small  and  great,  and  the  captains  of  the 
armies,  arose  and  came  to  Egypt ;  for  they  were  afraid 
of  the  Chaldees," 

Jeremiah  lived  on  in  the  land  to  see  the  misery  and 
anarchy  which  followed  the  murder  of  Gedahah;  to 
tell  the  Jews  who  were  flying  to  Egypt  that  if  they 
stayed  in  the  land  they  would  be  safe,  that  in  Egypt 
they  would  meet  with  destruction, — for  that  Egypt  bad 
been  given  up  to  the  king  of  Babylon  ; — finally,  to  sing 
the  future  ruin  of  Babylon  itself,  the  confusion  and 
breaking  in  pieces  of  her  idols,  tbe  deliverance  of  those 
in  whose  destruction  and  desolation  she  had  rejoiced. 
In  this  prophecy  many  of  tbe  phrases  of  Isaiah  recur. 
We  feel  the  same  assurance  when  we  read  each,  that 
tbe  words  point  to  an  actual  city,  to  a  present  op- 
pressor; and  that  they  point  also  with  imperishable 
truth  to  every  city  in  which  tbe  Babylonian  principle 
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has  become  triumpbaut,— to  every  power  which  has 
B  eve  red  itself  from  righteousness  aad  haa  become 
merely  destructive. 

W'hat  is  the  thread  which  binds  together  the  hopes 
and  the  fears  of  the  prophet,  hia  certainty  of  coming 
woe,  hia  certainty  of  ultimate  blessing?  A  covenant 
well  ordered  iu  all  things  and  sure,  a  covenarit  reat- 
ing  on  the  eternal  Name  of  God,  upon  His  truth  and 
righteousness.  This  covenant,  aa  we  have  seen,  was  no 
external  artificial  bond.  The  words,  "  I  am  a  husband 
to  you,"  donate  the  nature  of  it.  It  was  not  an  agree- 
ment for  80  much  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  God  if  so 
much  was  received  from  man.  It  was  a  union  of  Love; 
a  divine  Lord  seekiojj  His  human  bride,  binding  her  to 
Himself,  bidding  her  trust  in  Him  and  depend  upon 
Him  for  all  things.  That  suuh  a  covenant  should  exist 
was  wonderful ;  that  it  should  be  broken  by  the  party 
which  had  been  freely  taken  into  it  was  more  wonderful 
still.  Every  sign  that  was  presented  to  tie  prophet 
brought  the  marvel  more  strongly  before  him.  The 
adherence  of  the  heathen  to  their  traditions  struck  him, 
we  have  seen,  as  affording  the  strongest  contrast  to 
the  inconstancy  of  the  Israelite.  Another  fact,  which 
became  known  to  him  in  the  days  of  Jehoiakim,  iOns- 
trated  still  more  remarkably  the  subject  to  his  own 
mind  and  was  made  the  hint  of  a  discourse  to  the 
people,  Jonadab  the  son  of  Eechab  commanded  hia  sons 
to  dwell  in  tents  and  take  no  wine.  In  Tain  the  prophet 
set  flagons  before  them ;  the  precept  which  had  been 
transmitted  to  them  was  too  strong  and  binding  for 
any  temptation.  It  was  a  silken  invisible  chain  about 
their  necks,  the  chain  of  a  mere  human  command ;  yet 
they  did  not  break  it.      Was   it  impossible  for  hia 
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countrymen    to    understand    that    there  was  a  silki 
chain  too  about  their  necks, — a  divine  commaud,  a 
divine  covenant  ?     How  was  it  that  they  were  acting 
every  moment  as  if  none  each  existed  ? 

All  these  instances  and  reflectious  which  the  divine 
Teacher  brought  home  to  the  mind  of  the  seerj  m.adH 
bim  understand  more  profoundly  what  the  nature  of 
the  divine  governmeEt  was  and  how  it  was  exercised. 
He  perceived  more  and  more  that  they  were  indeed 
the  cords  of  a  man  by  which  God  was  holding  the 
nation  and  those  who  composed  it  to  Himself ;  that  the 
yoke  under  which  his  countrymen  were  living  was 
inward  spiritual  yoke,  not  a  material  or  merely  legal 
one;  and  that  the  penalty  of  breaking  it  was  the 
penalty  of  losing  freedom,  of  being  brought  under  a 
heavy  and  intolerable  bondage.  No  previous  prophet, 
I  think,  had  at  all  entered  into  this  truth  to  the  same 
degree  aa  Jeremiah  j  no  one  had  been  led  by  such 
course  of  individual  sufferings  to  understand  in  what 
consists  the  blessing  of  obedience,  the  curse  of  revolt. 
And,  as  we  saw  in  the  passage  respecting  the  potter's 
house,  no  one  had  entered  so  deeply  into  the  truth  that 
God  Himself  is  the  reformer, — that  all  real  reuovatiou 
must  come  from  Him. 

Hence  the  step  was  not  difficult  to  the  discovery, 
glorious  and  deep  as  it  is,  which  my  text  unfolds. 
He  had  heard  a  lament — Rachel,  the  mother  of  the 
Jewish  race,  weeping  for  her  children,  and  refusing  to 
be  comforted  because  they  wore  not.  He  had  heard 
the  voice  of  consolation  bidding  her  refrain  from 
weeping,  for  that  her  children  should  como  again  to 
their  own  border.  He  had  heard  that  the  seed,  which 
was  to  iucrease  and  multiply  in  the  land  of  strangers. 
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was  ftgain  to  possess  its  own.  He  had  aach  faitli  in 
the  promise,  that,  while  he  was  in  the  duugeon,  he 
concluded  a  coiitraet  for  the  purchase  of  land  in 
Anathoth  in  the  most  solemn  and  legal  manner, 
committing  the  evidences  of  the  purchase  to  Barucli 
that  they  might  be  kept  agninst  a  future  day.  But 
what  proof  was  there  that  the  future  inhabitants  of 
the  land  would  be  more  obedient  than  the  former 
had. been  ?  Would  they  not  he  creatures  of  the  same 
flesh  and  blood,  as  prone  to  unbelief  and  to  idolatry? 
If  anything  depended  on  the  diiference  of  character 
and  constitution  in  one  race  or  another,  if  human 
faith  and  obedience  were  the  moving  and  determining 
causes  of  the  divine  mercy,  there  seemed  no  hope  that 
the  time  to  come  would  be  better  than  the  time  past. 
But  such  a  shifting  sand  could  never  have  been  the 
ioundation  on  which  man  was  meant  to  build.  There 
must  be  more  in  the  covenant  than  the  mere  pledge,  "  I 
will  be  faithful  and  merciful  if  you  will  be  obedient." 
If  that  was  all  the  law  said,  there  must  be  something 
deeper  than  law.  If  this  was  all  that  circumcision 
signified,  there  must  be  something  mightier  than 
circumcision,  "  The  covenant  which  I  made  with  your 
fathers  when  I  took  you  by  the  haud  to  bring  you  out 
of  Egypt,"  must  give  place  to  another  more  perfect 
covenant;  and  this  must  be  the  tenor  of  it,  "I  will 
write  my  laws  in  your  hearts,  and  in  your  minds  will 
I  write  them."  I  will  not  ask  you  for  obedience,  and 
promise  blessings  outward  or  spiritual  as  the  fruits  of 
it.  But  I  will  give  you  power  to  obey  ;  I  will  put  that 
in  you  which  shail  be  the  living  source,  the  perpetual 
well-spring,  of  an  ever  fresh  obedience. 

"And   they   shall   teach   no  more  every  man  his 
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brother,  and  every  man  his  neighbour,  saying,  '  Know 
till!  Lord : '  for  all  ahali  know  me  from  the  least  to  the 
greateHt,"  It  shall  not  be  an  outward  teaching^,  such 
as  one  man  imparts  in  mere  pliriisea  and  formulas  to 
another.  There  shall  be  a  more  myaterious,  more 
wonderfnl  Teacherj  who  shall  interpret  all  that  is 
beard  from  without;  who  shall  Himself  be  present 
within  you,  to  bestow  each  hour  new  illumination  as 
well  as  new  life. 

"For  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  aad  I  will  re- 
member their  ain  no  more,"  Forgiveness,  reconcilia- 
tion,— granted,  accomplished, — shall  be  the  ground  of 
this  covenant.  But  a  forgiveness  and  reconciliation 
which,  though  accomplished,  are  fresh  and  vital  and 
germinant  for  every  person  who  enters  into  them  and 
claims  them.  Seeing  that  the  whole  covenant  stands 
ultimately  upon  this  assurance,  "I  will  be  their  God 
and  they  shall  be  my  people  ;  "  there  shall  be  a  com- 
munion between  me  and  them,  an  intercourse  which 
their  hardness  and  forgetfuiness  may  interrupt,  bnt 
which  ia  really  implied  in  the  eternal  relation  that 
subsists  between  us,  nay  in  all  the  relations  which. 
subsists  between  them  as  neighbours  and  brothers  c 
each  other. 

Such    a    covenant    Jeremiah    saw  there    must   1 
involved  in  the  law  which  had  been  given  to  his  fore»B 
fathers,  a  covenant    certainly  existing  in    the  dirini 
mind,  though  latent  and  still  only  dimly  seen  by  tl« 
sons   of   men.     To   see   it  at  all,  to  be  able   t 
confidently  '  this  must  be,'  to  have  a  divine  assuranci 
that  what  must  be,  is,  and  that  it  will  be  fully  mani'V 
fested  ; — this  was  comfort  immeasurable,  unspeakable!^ J 
making  dungeons  tolerable,  and   the   loss  of  hui 
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frienrlship  a  gracioas  sorrow,  the  ruiu  o£  a  city  and  a 
land  a  witness  for  good,  even  in  proportion  to  the 
bitter  present  misery  which  it  caused.  All  Jeremiah's 
dark  history  becomes  bright  when  thia  truth  dawns 
upon  him,  when  he  is  able  to  dwell   in   the   belief 


And  yet,  brethren,  it  did  bat  dawn  npon  him. 
And  Whitsunday  tells  ua  that  we  we  living  in  the 
very  blaze  of  it.  The  new  covenant  has  been  pro- 
claimed. It  is  that  very  one,  "  I  will  put  my  laws  in 
your  hearts,  and  in  your  minds  will  I  write  them." 
'  My  Spirit  shall  dwell  in  you  to  be  the  source  of  faith 
and  obedience,  to  resist  the  evil  which  will  always  be 
assaulting  you,  to  draw  you  to  the  good  which  is  always 
near  you,  to  bring  yon  out  of  darkness  into  God's 
light,  out  of  selfisli'jess  into  love,  out  of  division  into 
unity.  He  is  given,  that  yon  may  not  each  one  be 
holding  ont  to  his  neighbour  mere  hard  crusts  of 
doctrine,  dry  intellectual  propositions,  but  that  the 
humblest  peasant,  the  feeblest  child,  may  have  in  him 
that  which  responds  to  the  highest  truth  and  can 
embrace  it.  He  is  come  as  a  witness  and  pledge 
that  a  reconciliation  has  been  made  for  the  universe; 
that  man  is  at  peace  with  God  in  His  Son,  who  has 
ofEered  the  perfect  and  well-pleasing  sacrifice.  He  is 
come  to  assure  us  that  the  Father  has  made  all  things 
new, — grounding  them  on  the  revelation  of  Hia  own 
eternal  Name,  His  own  absolute  love.' 

This  ia  the  covenant  into  which  we  are  bom  by  our 
baptism.  But  oh,  brethren,  do  we  believe  that  it  is  so  ? 
Do  we  believe  that  God  has  said  to  us,  "  I  will  put  my 
laws  in  your  hearts,  and  in  your  minds  will  I  write 
them ;  I  will  be  to  you  a  Father,  and  ye  shall  be  to  me 
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sons  and  daoglttera"  ?  Do  we  believe  that  a  peace  a 
forgiveneas  has  beea  proclaimed  to  as  aad  to  maukiiu 
that  we  may  feed  apon  the  sacrifice  in  which  they  a 
gathered  ap,  that  we  may  have  commanion  with  t 
Love  that  has  bestowed  them  f  Do  we  think 
there  is  an  unction  within  as,  wherebj  we  and  i 
most  miserable  people  of  this  land  may  enter  into  t 
meaning  of  the  deepest  mysteries,  and  that  we  i 
not  merely  receive  them  with  onr  outward  eai^,  ] 
be  renewed  by  them  in  the  vety  spirit  of  onr 
Alas !  bretliren,  let  as  confess  itj  we  do  not  beliei 
this.  The  divine  truth  of  Whitsuntide  ia  flfjatiug  a 
from  us.  We  do  not  grasp  it,  we  do  not  live  upon 
And  therefore  we  sigh  in  vain  for  reformation,  Pol 
the  divine  power  which  is  to  bring  reformatioa  i 
hidden  from  us. 

Like  the  Jews,  we  think  we  are  delivered  over  tf6im 
the  evils  which  bitter  experience  shews  that  we  arefl 
prone  to  commit.  If  it  can  be  proved  that  our  fore- J 
fnthei'H  and  we  have  yielded  to  covetousness,  strife,! 
rivalries,  onr  wise  men  ask  triumphantly  whether  theas* 
are  not  established  principles  of  human  nature, — and>J 
treat  the  struggle  with  these  as  one  which  only  boyfltl 
or  fanatics  would  engage  in.  It  is  in  vain  to 
that  men  have  struggled  with  them  in  all  a{ 
that,  anlesa  some  victories  had  been  won  over  them,^ 
Society  would  have  ceased  to  exist.  It  is  in  vain  toA 
say  that  all  the  improvements,  moral,  intellectual,^ 
physical,  of  which  we  boast,  have  beeu  the  consequence*  1 
of  a  diviuely-formed  resolution  in  the  hearts  of  a  few'l 
men,  generally  scorned  by  their  contemporaries, 
overcome   what  had   been  reckoned  inevitable  evils^ 
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involved  in  the  constitution  of  things.  The  ready  and 
decisive  reply  that  all  such  changes  are  owing  to  the 
*'  Progress  of  Civilisation/^ — owing,  that  is  to  say,  to 
a  certain  formula  which  we  do  not  choose  to  translate 
into  the  facts  for  which  it  stands, — disposes  of  all  such 
arguments.  No  doubt  we  can  reverence  those  who 
have  fought  and  fallen  in  the  endeavour  to  break  some 
chain  of  custom  and  to  vindicate  some  eternal  law  of 
God,  when  they  are  removed  to  a  safe  distance.  We 
build  the  sepulchres  of  the  prophets  whom  our  fathers 
killed,  and  say  that  if  we  had  been  in  the  days  of  our 
fathers  we  would  not  have  partaken  of  their  sins.  But 
unless  we  fully  believe  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Prophets 
is  intended  for  us  and  can  work  in  us  as  He  worked 
in  them, — unless  we  believe  that  He  is  come  to  con- 
vince us  of  our  sins  and  of  a  righteousness  which  is 
stronger  than  our  sins,  and  of  a  judgment  which  shall 
put  down  the  one  and  give  the  other  a  complete 
victory, — we  had  better  have  left  the  sepulchres 
unbuilt :  we  had  better  not  pretend  to  honour  the 
memories  of  men  whom,  if  we  had  met  them  face  to 
face,  we  should  certainly  have  hated.  It  is  a  fearful 
thought  that  Israel  was  subjected  to  a  Babylonian 
captivity  of  seventy  years,  and  has  been  subjected  to  a 
worse  than  Babylonian  tyranny  for  eighteen  hundred 
years,  because  it  counted  the  Covenant  of  God  a  dead 
document  instead  of  a  living  power.  It  is  a  more 
appalling  question,  what  must  be  in  reserve  for  those 
nations  which  will  not  have  the  law  of  God  written  in 
their  hearts ;  which  choose  to  follow  their  own  lower 
instincts;  which  say  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  *  Depart 
from  us.' 
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But  as  there  was  a  light  in  that  thick  darkness^  so 
there  is  in  this.  The  covenant  of  God  cannot  fail;  the 
purpose  of  God  must  be  accomplished.  There  must 
come  a  day  when  God  shall  be  known  as  the  Father 
of  all  the  Families  of  the  Earth,  and  when  they  will 
not  refuse  to  be  His  children. 


SERMON  XXV. 

THE  HEAVENS  OPENED  TO  THE  EXILE. 

(Lineoln'§  Inn,  Trinity  SymdoA/. — June  6,  1852.) 

Now  it  came  to  pass  in  the  thirtieth  year,  in  the  foarth  month,  in 
the  fifth  day  of  the  month,  as  I  sat  among  the  captives  by  tho 
river  of  Chebar,  that  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  I  saw  visions 

of  God. — EZEKIEL  i.  1. 

The  Book  of  Lamentations  throws  mucli  light  upon 
the  time  to  which  it  refers,  and  upon  the  prophetical 
character.  I  have  no  wish  to  pass  it  over.  But  in  strict 
chronology  it  follows  the  earlier  chapters  of  Ezekiel, 
seeing  that  its  subject  is  the  destruction  of  the  city 
and  the  temple,  to  which  Ezekiel,  as  he  sat  among  the 
captives  by  the  river  Ohebar,  was  still  looking  for- 
ward. The  difference  even  of  a  few  years,  at  this  critical 
period  of  the  history,  may  afEect  the  meaning  of  a 
whole  book.  There  are  passages  in  the  later  chapters 
of  Ezekiel  which  may  illustrate  and  receive  illustration 
from  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah.  On  these  grounds 
I  believe  I  am  justified  in  postponing  the  consideration 
of  them,  even  if  I  had  not  the  additional  motive,  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  passage  in  the  Old  Testament  which 
seems  more  suitable  for  a  discourse  upon  Trinity 
Sunday,  than  the  one  I  have  just  read  to  yoiu 
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pamiog  1mm  mm  CavnjgB  joke  to  ■■ulliiii,  I 
ni'frtifrforods;  /eemmk  doaned  to  hopdhn  ■ 
in  tMffU/a.  H«  nniiit  htre  aned  whfa  iboae  n 
^ri«»l«  and  proph«U  who  rent  t^  heart  of  Jet 
ft*  WM  bhiweH  token  from  tbe  terncea  of  tbe  temple^  I 
wWi  »  troop  of  ricb  and  noble  prUoners ;  he  had  f 
to  nit  KfflOng  them,  Mtonished  at  their  levity  and  I 
jri'liffnrorico}  t«  wat^;li  their  alternations  of  cowardly! 
(|i>Mt">"<l"ncj'  nnd  idle  hope;  to  bear  the  prophets  J 
tiMt)rlii([  divinnlioiiN  an  vain  and  lying  as  those  which f 
tlitrj'  til.tHi'piJ  in  pnmpority;  to  find  himself  amidst  J 
•irttiiKofit  111"  imri  ooiintrymen  being  scarcely  less-f 
NtMKriit'"'"  til  all  that  wan  occupying  him  than  their  I 
o|i|ii'flNii(ii'i,  Til  tin  r«nioTed  frmn  the  city  which  God  J 
liHil  Kliiiiari  HR  tliP  witiioao  for  Ilini»elf ;  to  be  in  a  land  J 
lull  of  altiai'ii  ntiil  tumpltw  and  images,  given  op  to  idols  i 
ftiiil  ynti  fci'lll  111  pliant  over  tho  earth — what  did  it  mean  T  I 
will'  imulil  twll  him  J  The  captives  by  the  river  of  I 
(llirlmr  ooiilil  Ml  him  Qothing.  They  might 
Bt:ii)i(<ll<>il  liy  tlit>  oliAiigOi  the  Big^nifioation  of  it  i 
mIIwi'It  liitlih'ii  fiMin  thoiu. 


THE   WHIRLWISD   AND   FIRE. 


It  » 


a  while  he  safe  o 
:  God. 


;  these  captives  that  ha 
1  only  to  imply 


eaw  visions  of  ( 

that  he  was  dwelling  ordinarily  with  them;  v 
prevented  from  believing  that  he  was  alone,  out  of  the 
din  and  clatter  of  haman  tongttes,  when  he  saw  the 
"  whirlwind  coming  out  of  the  north,  a  great  cloud,  and 
a  fire  infolding  itself,  and  a  brightness  about  it,  and  out 
of  the  midst  thereof  as  the  coloar  of  amber,  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  fire."  Retirement  was  not  impossible 
even  for  a  captive ;  we  need  not  doubt  that  Ezekiel 
availed  himself  of  so  great  a  privilege.  But  we  ought 
to  recollect, — the  words  force  that  thought  upon  us, — 
that  Ezekiel  was  not  in  circumstances  favourable  to 
con tem  plat ioD,  that  he  was  not  assisted  by  familiar 
objects,  that  his  mind  had  not  been  kept  quiet  and  calm 
from  disturbing  inflnencea.  The  heavens  were  not 
opened  to  an  abstracted  philosopher  or  devotee,  any 
more  than  to  a  man  in  the  midst  of  the  comforts  of  a 
home,  reposing  in  an  undisputed  faith  ;  but  to  an  exile 
drawn  by  force,  not  choice,  out  of  his  land,  full  of  the 
darkest  thoughts  about  the  past  and  the  future,  tempted 
by  everything  he  heard  and  saw,  to  doubt  whether 
there  was  any  reality  in  the  things  which  he  coold  not 
Bse  and  hear. 

The  question  naturally  suggests  itself  to  a,  person 
who  reads  this  opening  chapter  of  Ezekiel  and  then  the 
after  parts  of  the  book,  what  have  they  to  do  with  each 
other  ?  Why  should  it  be  necessary  that  a  man  who 
had  to  announce  the  moral  maxima  which  form  bo  con- 
spicuous a  part  of  this  prophecy,  should  first  begin  with 
seeing  the  likeness  of  four  living  creatures,  and  wheels 
within  wheels,  and  a  chariot  bfted  from  the  earth,  and 
rings  so  high  that  they  were  dreadful,  and  a  firmament 
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over  the  head,  and  a  throne  with  the  likeness  of  a  ma 
How  should  this  be  a  preparatiou  for  telling  the  watcllj 
men  of  Israel,  that,  if  they  did  not  warn  the  sinner  e 
the  evil  of  hia  ways,  his  blood  woald  be  required  atthdi 
hands  ?     How  was  it  a  preparation  for  the  argumenj 
which  proved  that  a  son  was  not  to  die  for  the  iniquity 
of  his  fatJier,  that  the  proverb,  "  if  the  fathers  haTflj 
eaten  sour  grapes,  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on 
was  a  lyiog  proverb  ?     How  was  it  a  preparation  foj 
the  personal  sorrows  which  the  prophet  was  to  beari 
We  might  have  expected,  it  may  be  said,  some  higlj 
and    mystical    imaginations   to  have  mixed  with  thj 
simple  precepts ;  we  may  not  wonder  at  those  diffionltl 
passages  respecting  a  more  august  temple  than  th( 
one  Nebuzaradan  set  on  fire,  which  occur  at  the  em 
of  the  prophecy.    But  why  should  sucb  a  Tision  as  thi 
be  the  initiation  of  a  seer  who  was  to  concern 
with  the  coarsest  evils  and  miseries  of  the  actual  worti 
as  much  as  any  of  his  predecessors  ? 

If  you  reflect,  brethren,  on  the  position  and  datiel 
o£  a  Jewish  prophet  as  they  have  come  out  before  I 
in  former  lectures,  you  will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  th^ 
resolution  of  this  difficulty.     We  are  wont  to  say  tlu 
the  theology  of  the  Jew  was  simple,  that  of  the  heatht 
world,  complex  and  artificial.    We  speak  rightly.    Bai 
however  intricate  the  relations  of  the  gods  may  seedj 
to  us  in  the  Greek  pantheon,   however  interminably 
their   offices  and  attributes   in  the  pantheon  of  tlw 
Hindoo,  every  one  of  these  divinities  has  acquired  1 
place  and  recognition  from  some  natural  instinct  in  tl 
human  heart.    Priests  may  have  organised  the  worsluBB 
may  have  made  that  systemanc  which  wonld  have  bet 
incoherent.     But  some  sensual  perception,  aomi 
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ment  of  a  man's  nature  towards  an  object  whicli  iaspirod 
him  witi.  terror  or  hope,  some  tender  association  or 
local  sympathy,  the  struggle  of  some  inward  concoptiou 
to  find  a  suitable  expression  for  itself,  may  be  traced 
through  every  variation  of  a  people's  worship,  may  be 
discovered  in  the  production  of  every  freab  idol.  If, 
therefore,  by  simple  we  mean  easy,  natural,  that  whicii 
men  would  adopt  if  left  to  tbemselvos,  we  are  bound 
to  chango  our  mode  o£  speaking,  and  to  say  that 
polytheismismoresimple  than  the  belief  of  a  Oue  living 
God,  We  revolt  at  such  a  conclusion, — we  cannot  help 
revolting  at  it,— but  that  revolting  is  a  proof  that 
the  word  '  simple '  ia  not  synonymous  with  the  words 
'obvious'  or  '  natural,'  that  the  most  obvious  views  of 
the  Godhead  may  be  the  most  coarse  and  sensual  and 


Are  we  to  conclude,  then,  thata  belief  in  the  divine 
Unity  is  the  result  of  a  series  of  experiments  which 
show  how  a  number  of  different  forms  may  be  expressed 
under  one  general  name  ?  Are  we  to  say  that,  when 
nations  have  acquired  greater  powers  of  abstraction, 
they  arrive  at  this  belief?  Reason  will  tell  us,  ex- 
perience will  tell  UB,  if  we  do  not  listen  to  reason,  that 
a  god  who  is  abstracted  from  a  multitude  of  gods,  ia  not 
a  living  being  at  all;  but  a  mere  ca^ut  morluum.  Dear 
and  venerable  traditions,  whispers  of  the  conscience, 
longings  of  the  heai't,  prevent  men  from  saying,  'it 
is  nothing.'  They  invest  it  with  the  old  name,  they 
try  to  look  upon  it  as  the  highest  concentration  of  the 
life  which  they  see  moving  through  all  things.  But 
gradually  as  the  intellect  becomes  bolder  and  the 
affections  and  feara  which  have  sustained  it  are  dried 
up,  the  terrible  secret  is  first  whispered,  then  openly 
2  a 
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proclaimed :    '  This  abstract  divinity  is  nothing 
is  not  a,  Eubstance  but  a,  sbadow  of  our  miuds. 
who  created  it  can  destroy  it.' 

The  simpHcity  of  the  Jewish  prophet  arose  froa^ 
this ;  that  he  did  not  follow  bis  instincts  and  impulsei 
wbitliersoever  they  led  him ;  that  he  did  not  maki 
any  effort  to  reduce  the  things  which  he  saw  under  onftfl 
common  name  ;  that  he  asked  for  a  substance  beneath  f 
himself,  for  a  living  Beiug  deeper  than  all  the  thoaghtB  J 
which  were   in   him,   than   himself    to   whom    those  J 
thoughts  belonged, — for  One  who  had  made  him  ii|  I 
His  own  image.     He  believed  that  such  a  Being  h 
revealed  Himself  to  his  fathers,  was  revealing  Himself,! 
continually.    He  was  about  bis  path  and  about  his  bet 
spyiug  out  all  bis  ways.     To  know  Him  was  to  knoir.| 
Righteousness   and   Truth;  to  keep   His   law,  to 
conformed  to  His  mind,  was  to  be  righteous  and  true.  ] 

Hence  several  consequences  followed.     The  first  il 
that  be  uniformly  spoke  of  seeing  God,  of  having  i 
vision  of   God;    using  this    language    most   carefullyj 
when  he  was  protesting  with  the  greatest  vehemenc 
against    eveiy    sensible    representation    of    God. 
truly  as  the  summit  of  any  mountain  existed  thougb  I 
it  was  lost  in  mists,  ao  truly  did  God  live  though  none. I 
confessed  Him  ;  as  truly  as  the  summit  of  a  mountainl 
discovered  itself,  the  mists  gradually  rolling  away,  boA 
truly  did  God  unveil    Himself    to  the    man    himself,  , 
forcing  him  to  recognise  His  presence  and  to  feel  that* 
he  stood  in  the  most  wonderful  relation  to  Him.     This-J 
revelation  could  only  be  described  as  the  coming  fortbJ 
of  a  Light ;  it  was  not  the  light  of  an  outward  s 
must  be  the  Light  of  which  that  which  is  gathered  ap  1 
iu  outward  suns  is  the  image.     It  was  not  a  bodily  J 
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eye  which  received  this  light ;  but  it  loitf  an  eye ;  yoa 
coutd  give  it  no  other  name.  God  Himself  must  have 
opened  it  that  it  mi^iit  behold  Him;  in  Ria  light  it 
saw  light. 

Hence  it  followed  also  that  the  theology  of  the 
prophets  was  the  ground  of  all  their  human  morality. 
Every  perception  of  what  man  ia  and  what  he  ought 
to  do  mast  rest  upon  some  perception  of  what  God  ia 
and  of  what  He  does.  To  affirm  what  image  it  behoves 
a  man  to  shew  forth  without  referring  to  the  archetype  : 
to  lay  down  rules  how  a  man  should  govern  himself 
and  others  without  declaring  how  God  governs,  was  in 
their  minds  a  vanity,  nay,  an  impossibility.  It  seemed 
to  them  an  utterly  vain  thing  to  call  upon  men  to 
carry  out  aiy  right  conviction  or  to  turn  from  any  evil 
if  they  could  not  say  confidently,  authoritatively,  God 
Himself  is  bidding  you  take  this  course,  ia  bidding 
you  forsake  that.  He  is  near  you,  urging  you,  and 
therefore  enabling  you,  to  fulfil  His  commands,  to  cast 
away  all  fetters  which  hinder  you  from  fulfilling  them. 

These  principles  are  common  to  all  the  prophets,  and 
yet  I  think  you  will  see  why  they  were  sure  to  come 
forth  with  a  new  power  and  under  new  aspects  in  the 
mind  and  discourses  of  Ezekiel.  An  Israelite  in  the 
land  of  the  un  circumcised,  a  priest  banished  from  the 
temple,  ia  an  object  we  have  not  yet  been  invited  to 
contemplate.  At  first  the  sense  of  loss, — if  it  did  not 
give  way  to  that  hisensihUity ,  that  incapacity  of  feeling 
at  all,  which  the  best  men  often  experience  after 
Bome  heavy  calamity, — must  have  been  unspeakable. 
Had  not  God  utterly  forsaken  them  T  Could  He 
ba  in  that  place?  Then  out  of  this  loneliness  and 
despondency  would  come  the  certain  conviccion,  "  He 
2  fi  2 
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wfcfc  ili  f  iti  itir  ■  II 1 1  wfc  it  If  111 ,    liat  Mlirti  ■ 

tk»Wm^mAr 

bmm  i4  mmmI  Mm,  the  dife^  k^^  i 
tnUmtmim  mA  «l  «Ui^  the  Chiliiw  fawi  J 

«oa«  ioM^  of  dmne  power,  owh  of  wUA  &■ 

then  ■  mowcntod  idol,  wUd  moor  Tei^ile  e 
sni  object*  of  wonhip,  bat  the  SerapIuDi  md  CImtbIh 
Wbo  ery  Botj,  U'Aj,  H0I7,  to  the  Lord  <rf  the  wbi 
eertb;— wliftt  fomw  tmd  tjmhola   are  here,  wbai  j 
world  of  myttcriea  I  ftm   dwelling  in  I      Bat  thei 
entiunt  to   which  the   men  about  me  are  bowing 
down,  do  they  not  p'^tnt  npwards  to  Man  himself  1 
Id  there  not  stamped  upoo  them  all  a  likeness  1 
pTOphficj  of   faimt     It  seems    as   if   his    image  v 
(lontiimally  emiTginf^  oat  of  their  forma,  as  if  he  v 
the   object  anil   pattern   after  which   they   were  1 
Mplritiff.      Yet  they  preserve  their  distinct  natun 
their  novoral  functiona.     What  unites  them  togetherfl 
lluw  can  iiaturoB  eo  varioun,  ao  dissonant, 
piii'liiJiiii  of  the  Bttmo  universe  ?   I  must  go  deeper  3 
'I'luwii   orotituroH, — bo  what  do  they  owe  their  movt 
iiumtH,  thtiir  lifo  ?    That  englo  has  wings  which  lift  hinoj 
from  thu  riirth  and  suBtuin  him  as  he  rises  toward! 
Iho  HUH.     'II1U  Ohiililoan  seea  ia  him  the  mauifostatiod] 
ol  I  111!  liinliost,  most  coletstial  power.     But  he  looki 
uiniii  llio  lion,  the  ox,  aad  the  man,  aa  alao  mauifesta 
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tione  of  this  power.  He  would  clothe  them  too  with 
winga.  He  supposes  them  tied  to  earthj  bat  with 
a  capacity  of  ascending  above  it.  And  he  cannot  be 
wrong.  For  there  is  in  Man  a  epirit  which  gives  him 
wings,  which  carries  him  into  the  highest  and  most 
distant  worlds.  Is  he  not  meant  to  obey  this  spirit, 
to  ascend  by  its  power,  to  exalt  all  the  lower  creatures 
with  him  ?  Is  not  this  the  true  secret  of  the  order 
which  I  discern  in  the  midst  of  so  much  disorder  ? 
Is  there  not  a  spirit  which  gives  all  things  their  dis- 
tinctions, their  places,  their  kinds; — which  is  the 
spring  of  their  movements,  which  binds  them  together, 
wheel  within  wheel,  preserving  unity  amidst  infinite 
diversity  F 

I  do  not  pretend,  brethren,  to  thread  the  mazes  of 
this  wonderful  vision.  There  is  much  of  it  in  which  I 
cannot  the  least  see  my  way;  I  feel  how  dim  and  faint 
my  glimpses  are  of  those  portions  of  it  of  which  I 
have  any  apprehension.  But  I  do  not  think  I  can  be 
wrong  in  believing  that  the  prophet,  cast  into  the 
wide  world  and  feeling  himself  lost  in  it,  was  led  by 
the  divine  Teacher  into  a  region  of  thought  to  which 
the  Israelite  had  been  hitherto  comparatively  a  stranger. 
— was  led  to  see  how  each  part  of  the  universe,  which 
must  have  often  seemed  to  him  a  storehouse  of  divided 
material  idols,  was  pointing,  when  seen  by  the  divine 
Light,  to  a  spiritual  unity  as  its  explanation  and  its 
centre. 

— To  a  spiritiml  unity :  for  whatever  different  mean- 
ings the  vision  may  be  susceptible  of,  this  is  certainly 
implied  in  them  all, — that  it  is  Spirit  only  which 
distinguishes  and  unites,  which  brings  each  thing  forth 
in  its  clearness  and  fulness,  and  brings  all  into  har- 
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mony.     And   that  truth,  precious  as  it  ia,  would  still  ' 
be  a  maimed  and  imperfect  one,  a  vision  of  the  world, 
and  of    man  as   meant  to  rise  above  the  world  bat 
unable  to  distinguish  himself  from  it,  if   the  spirit  ■, 
which  is  in  the  living  creatures, — actuating  and  in-'l 
apiritig  them,  lifting  up  the  wheels  from  the  earth,  andfl 
working  in  the  midst  of  them, — wera  not  acknowledged! 
as  a  spirit  which  had  come  from  some  higher  regionj 
The  man  who  was  seen  among  the  animal  fonns,  theM 
man  who  rose  above  them,  is  still  not  humanity  in  itaJ 
highest  perfection,     Ezekiel  saw  a  throne,  and  there  J 
was  a  likeness,  aa  of  the  appearance  of  a  Man,  aboveJ 
upon  it.     There  is  One  human  and  divine,  from  whom  ■ 
this  spirit  has  proceeded,  in  whom  it  dwells  perfectly,:! 
Beneath  that  divine  form  is  a  glory,  too  awful  for  the.J 
prophet's  gaze.     He  fails  upon  hia  face  and  listeni 
while  a  voice  speaks  to  him, 

"  Is  it  then,"  some  one  will  ask,  "  in  very  deed  thssj 
mystery  of  this  day  wliich  the  prophet's  vision  iai 
bringing  before  us  ?  Does  not  such  a  notion  proceed  J 
from  the  eagerness  of  the  imagination  to  find  analogies  J 
where  they  do  not  existj  or  from  our  foolish  desire  toM 
establish  a  doctrine  which  is  above  comprehension,  notJ^ 
by  a  simple  appeal  to  faith,  but  by  hints  and  alluaionsB 
drawn  from  teachers  who  would  have  been  utterly^ 
pei'plexed  by  our  iuterpretation  of  their  thoughts  andJ 
language  V 

Brethren,  let  me  speak  plainly  o^i  this  point.  I  I 
do  not  say  that  you  will  find  the  doctrine  which  we  1 
have  been  proclaiming  to-day  in  this  chapter,  I  doj 
not  believe  that  you  can.  I  have  not  the  slightest  wish  J 
to  find  it  there  or  to  put  it  there.  It  would  be  aj 
shock  to  all  my  convictions  if  I  thought  that  EzekidS 
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was  enunciating  a  dogma  when  he  professed  to  be 
recording  a  vision ;  or  that  the  mystery,  which,  as  the 
Church  teaches  us  by  the  order  of  her  services,  could 
not  be  revealed  till  Christ  was  glorified  and  the  Spirit 
given,  was  already  made  known  to  the  prophet  as  he 
sat  among  the  captives  by  the  river  Chebar.  I  cannot 
say  how  much  mischief  seems  to  me  to  be  done,  when, 
instead  of  striving  to  follow  strictly  the  actual  state- 
ments of  the  Old  Testament  writers,  we  insist  upon 
wringing  out  of  texts  or  symbols,  which  we  have 
moulded  according  to  our  fancy,  the  proof  of  some 
New  Testament  revelation.  It  is  not  the  law  and  the 
prophets  only  which  suffer  from  such  violence.  The 
gospels  and  the  apostles  suffer  much  more.  The  truths 
which  they  set  forth  as  living  foundations  of  our 
existence,  social  and  personal,  shrivel  into  jejune 
formulas,  subjects  for  controversy  and  reviling,  prized 
mainly  as  tests  by  which  other  men  may  be  convicted 
of  error. 

But  just  because  this  course  seems  to  me  so  exceed- 
ingly dangerous,  so  carefully  and  religiously  to  be 
avoided,  I  would  try  to  learn  from  the  old  prophets 
what  they  knew,  and  how  they  became  possessed  of  their 
knowledge.  Bzekiel  had  been  taught  upon  his  mother's 
knees  the  words,  "  Hear,  0  Israel,  the  Lord  thy  Q-od  is 
one  Lord;''  he  had  been  trying  to  fulfil  the  command- 
ment which  is  joined  to  that  great  announcement, 
"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  all  thy  mind,  and  all  thy  strength."  He  had 
been  carried  into  a  land  where  everything  seemed  to 
contradict  this  faith.  What  he  saw  might  tempt  him 
to  worship  many  gods.  Or  it  might  tempt  him  to  case 
himself  in  his  Judaical  profession,  in  his  Levitical  lore* 
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He   might   say,  "I  tave   been  trained   to  a  < 
worship  and  I  will  adhere  to  it.     Let  tlie  Babjloniansa 
have  their  gods  if  they  will ;  I  shall  do  homage  to  ths'l 
One."     Such  a  resolution  would  have  a  look  of  stead-  n 
fastness  nnd  fidelity.    And  it  had  this  further  advantage. 
No  Babylonian  would  have  irterfered  with  it.     The 
Jew,    like    every    other    tributary,    was    expected    in 
general  to  follow  the  traditions  of  his  fathers;   they 
might   strike    the    conquerors    as    very    absurd  j    bat 
except  on  special  occasions,  or  when  the  tyrant  was  a 
fanatical  devotee,  they  would  be  respected  as  suitable 
to  the  person  who  bad  inherited  them.     But  Ezekiei 
cannot   follow   this  course.      He  cannot  live  upon  i 
tradition.     He  cannot  find  rest  in  merely  thinking  of  • 
the  difference  between  him  and  the  Chaldeans.     He  I 
is  not  faithful  to  his  traditions,  unless  he  believes  in  a  I 
God  who  is  as  living  for  him  as  for  bis  forefathers.  | 
He  cannot  worship  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  i 
worships  Him  as  the  God  of  the  Chaldeans  also.     It  J 
was  a  grand  thing,  no  doubt,  to  know  that  there  is  One  \ 
God,  a  blessitig  beyond  all  blessings.     But  merely  to   I 
deny  that  there  are  many  gods,  was  that  a  blessing?   j 
Merely  to  hold  a  dogma  that  was  contrary  to  other  J 
men's,  was  that  a  divine  gift  ?     The  Teacher  who  ia  J 
near  him,  who  is  preparing  him  for  a  work,  will  not  ' 
let  him  be  content  with  such  a  miserable  possession.   1 
He  draws  him  into  the  secret  of   unity.     He  shews  i 
him    bow  all  the  manifold  things  which  he  beholds 
imply  it,  demand  it,  cry  out  for  it.     He  leads  him  to 
a  unity  which  is  not  a  dead  negation  of  plurality.     He 
makes  him  feel  that  there  is  no  unity  in  matter,  that 
we  only  believe  in  unity  when  we  believe  in  a  Spirit. 
He  brings  him  to  think  of  man  as  the  interpreter  and    . 
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raler  of  all  the  tilings  to  which  he  has  clone  homage, 
as  the  pi-iest  who  is  inteodod  to  present  them  to  the 
Lord  of  All,  because  he  is  a  spiritual  being.  But 
Ezekiel  perceives  that  he  can  only  fulfil  this  kingly  and 
sacerdotal  function  when  he  is  under  the  government 
of  a  Spirit  which  ia  higher  than  his  own.  That  Spirit 
must  come  from  a  Man,  that  Man  must  be  the  Pnest 
of  priests,  the  King  of  kings.  Even  there  he  cannot 
atop.  There  must  be  a  deeper  mystery  still.  There 
must  be  One  of  whose  glory  this  Man  is  the  bnghtness, 
of  whose  person  he  is  the  express  image. 

So  much  I  believe  was  revealed  to  Ezekiel,  By 
slow  steps,  by  painful  experiences,  he  was  led  into  the 
heart  of  this  mystery.  It  was  his  deliverance  from 
idolatry.  It  was  his  deliverance  from  hard,  material, 
negative  Judaism.  It  was  the  ground  of  his  message 
to  his  own  people  and  to  all  nations. 

I  do  not  believe  that  this  mystery  is  the  myst-ery  of 
the  Trinity ;  because  Christ  says  that  the  time  would 
come  when  He  would  tell  His  disciples  plainly  of  the 
Father.  There  is  here  no  utterance  of  that  name. 
The  prophet  sank  down  in  awe  and  wonder  at  the 
presence  of  the  Man  on  the  throne.  Beyond  was  fire 
and  the  brightness  of  amber;  glorious  and  transcendent 
images,  no  doubt,  upon  which  a  man  may  gaze  and  in 
which  he  may  lose  himself,  but  which  he  is  glad  to 
leave  for  anything  that  recalls  him  to  a  home  and 
to  human  sympathies.  Till  a  Name  expressing  the 
deepest  awfulness  in  fellowship  with  such  sympathies 
could  be  uttered, — till  the  Man  on  the  throne  could  be 
declared  as  the  Son,  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father, 
till  that  Spirit  in  which  Ezekiel  saw  the  ground  of  all 
the  unity  of  human  beings  and  earthly  things  could 


•.    'f*^'  y.^^'.4^   ^  ,^>    i;   i»»:^5a!*'   ic:5tr  "iufc  dartre?"    hHiX 


^^^'^^^  .V'>^*     ^'^    *f !><**: ^     r*T^lt    «n/l    ■»U'    -fluff! J ai     — aaVT*. 

Tfr^Mf/^f^fM  Kjf,^^  t\itif.ftff,f,  htl//.;utfOn^  ifbitfA  of  tte  old  and 
Or/*  <r^/^  0OtU\,  MffA  tfiifrh  lr/7  rjft.ri/;  of  irhich  thoi^  who 
f*^/»  hfiptft^'*}  \uU,  i)ti%  Ufifft^  f/f  thh  F^inhftr  and  of  the 
rUiu  tfftft  fft  l,}ii^  \\h\ /  i'ihh^i  \rhf'/,nih  the  heraldij  of  a 
f'hHtftihti  Utt*  h,ftt\  ti.  f\ivttu%  kiu^/lorn  t<;  all  nations,  the 
^^H^^  r/lfi'  h  »»/♦♦«  fz/rl-li  tlM»  full  ri^ht^jouHness  and  love 
nt  0///!,  Mi^  hiiMi  upon  whic/li,  thorofore,  the  moral 
hnhi\\\]hh  ht  MMt.fl  will  hh  found  ultimately  to  depend. 
Mm),  ImmIImmm,  I  »MM  r»vt'  indnnd  from  Haying  that  any 
•t^M  mT  Hmi  Hill  I'll  ItMi  Olnin^h  hiiM  (uitorud  fully  into  the 
iMluMilMMfM  wIiImIi  (ImiI  Uiiti  fjfiv(ui  UH.  There  has  been 
•(  ^MHlHiinillnu  mI*  dm  I'lManuN  luul  a  dividing  of  the 
<^ui«M)iuhMt  Uy  Mr(li(MlM\  lutHi  um  >voU  as  by  heretics^ 
|U'»hm»M  w»*  \\\\\\A\  Uy  <Mu»  »^ii  tho  othor.  There  would 
\\^\\\\  W\^\  \\\\  f^{\\t\^n,  \\\\\\  o\M\trmliotiou!^^  and  heart- 
>M\nmH^\  \\  \\  \\k\\\  \\\A  Ihvu  j*\\  And  oh,  how  dare  I 
^\\\\s^\  \\\s\  \\\\  ^s\  {\\\yi  pv^Hv^L  ?^*\»  trulv  Hud  tHithfullT 
*s\'K*^\^\\U^Ui^s^o^  Uvs^  ii^^^vx    vvf  tho  otoru5^l    IVuucy.  and 
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Unity  ?  We  are  doing  it  perhaps  at  times.  We  may 
long  in  our  inmost  hearts  to  do  it  continually.  But 
we  must,  I  think,  one  and  all,  be  conscious  of  difficulties, 
far  more  serious  than  any  that  disturb  our  intellectual 
apprehension  of  the  doctrine,  which  interfere  with  this 
holy  and  blessed  service.  Everything  is  received 
according  to  the  character  and  capacity  of  the  receiver. 
How  should  a  set  of  quarrelsome  and  factious  men 
know  anything  about  the  unity  of  God? 

And  therefore  Ezekiel's  vision  contains  another 
lesson, — shall  I  call  it  a  prophecy  ? — for  us.  It  may 
be,  brethren,  that  we  shall  be  initiated  into  the  fulness 
of  this  truth  in  the  very  way  in  which  he  was  initiated 
into  the  part  of  it  which  he  could  know.  It  may  be 
that  only  when  all  the  signs  of  God's  presence  are 
withdrawn,  only  when  there  are  no  churches  or  con- 
fessions or  forms  of  worship  testifying  of  His  Name, 
only  when  we  are  surrounded  by  idolaters,  or  when 
pantheism, — the  complex  or  abstract  of  idolatries, — 
has  become  the  profession  of  all  cultivated  men,  or 
when  a  conscious  atheism  has  taken  place  of  an  uncon- 
■scious  one  among  statesmen  and  among  priests, — it 
may  be  that  then  only  shall  we  know  what  a  power 
was  lying  in  the  old  creed  of  Christendom  to  interpret 
the  mysteries  of  nature  as  well  as  those  of  our  own 
.minds  and  of  our  human  relations.  It  may  be  that 
the  physical  world,  which  seems  so  clear  to  us,  will 
itself  present  to  us  only  a  mass  of  confusions  and 
contradictions,  and  that,  in  order  to  recover  any  dis- 
tinct apprehension  of  its  laws,  we  shall  have  to  see 
how  they  are  connected  with  a  Spirit  who  is  higher 
than  themselves.  It  may  be  that  through  nature  we 
fihall  be  led,  not  as  our  fathers  of  the  last  century 
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fancied  that  they  were  led,  np  to  nature's  God, — ^l>fl^H 
proved  to  be  only  a  great  Demiurgus,  a  being  apar^H 
from  all  human  sympathies, — but  to  the  Man  in  thetH 
midst  of  the  throne,  who,  when  we  come  to  HiiaH 
weary  and  heavy-laden,  to  seek  that  lowliness  of  heart^| 
which  we  have  not  in  onrselves,  will  teach  ua  of  the^| 
Father,  And  so  we  may  become  little  children  again,^ 
and  recover  the  joy  which  oor  Pagan  forefathers  felt'1 
when  they  were  first  told  of  One  who  so  loved  tte  1 
world  that  He  gave  His  only -begotten  Son  for  i(*J 
of  a  Son  who  died  for  them,  of  a  Spirit  who  gaidetl^| 
into  all  truth.  ^M 

The  analogy  of  history, — still  more,  I  think,  th^H 
signs  of  this  time, — suggest  these  reflections  to  iu:« 
And  though  there  ia  bitterness  in  them,  there  is  alsofl 
consolation.  But  we  need  not  wait,  brethren,  till  the^ 
lesson  cornea  to  us  in  this  form.  If  we  do,  there  ivi 
fear  that  we  shall  never  learn  it.  Now,— while  Trinity  ■ 
Sundays,  and  Eucharists,  and  the  birth  of  every  child *■ 
into  the  fold  of  Christ  speaks  of  this  mystery, — nowfl 
we  may  ask  that,  through  whatever  symbols  of  nature  I 
or  art,  through  whatever  divine  ordinances,  the  sensefl 
and  dream  of  it  are  brought  to  our  hearts,  it  may  notr''fl 
be  a  dream  or  an  imagination  but  a  reality  there ;  onefl 
to  which  we  may  torn  in  hours  of  solitude  and  dark-  fl 
ness,  one  into  which  we  shall  enter  moat  when  we  arefl 
most  emptied  of  ourselves,  when  we  have  confessed  hoiT'n 
our  vanity  and  lusts  and  strifes  havo  hidden  it  from  as 
and  have  taken  from  us,  along  with  it,  the  consciouB- 
uesa  of  oar  humblest  duties  and  the  power  of  f  ul£llin^ 
them. 
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THE  VALLEY  OP  DEY  I 


(Lintoln'a  Inn,  \st  Sunday  after  Trinity.— Jrme  13,  1BB2.) 


B  hand  of  the  Loi'd  w 
at  the  Lord,  and  aet 
full  of  hODCi,  and  CI 
behold  there  were 


18  upon  Qie,  and  carried  me  out  in  the  epirit 
me  dotinmthe  midst  of  iheTallej  nhich  was 
naed  me  to  pasB  bj  them  roond  about.  And 
rerj  many  in  the  open  yallej,  and  lo,  they 
were  very  dry.  And  Ho  said  noto  me,  "  Son  of  Man,  can  thesa 
bones  live?"  Audi  anewcrBd,  "O  Lord  Qod,  Thoo  knoweac." 
EZEKiEL  xiirii.  1-3. 


Wb  are  natnrallj  curioua  to  know  whether  two  contem- 
porary prophets  CTer  conversed  with  each  other.  In 
Micah  we  found  such  evident  indications  of  sympathy 
with  the  mind  of  Isaiah  as  warranted  the  supposition 
that  he  was  his  pupO.  I  cannot  trace  any  signs  of  a 
similar  relation,  or  indeed  of  any  personal  relation, 
between  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  Though  they  were 
passing  through  the  same  crisis;  though  they  had 
both  to  witness  the  evils  which  were  destroying  their 
nation ;  both  to  share  its  miseries ;  though  the  false 
prophets  were  the  common  enemies  of  both  ;  yet  their 
circumstances,  their  character,  and  their  work  were 
entirely  distinct,  in  some  points  even  contrasted. 
Their  very  differences,  however,  shew  ua  that  they 
were  both  alike  prophets  and  priests. 


THE   BOOK   OF  LAMEHTATIONS. 


:« 


The  Book  of  Lamentations  extibits  the  spirit  of  the 
individual  man  Jeremiah  more  transparently  than  hia 
longer  book,  which  is  so  mixed  np  with  historical  de- 
tails, with  anticipations  of  a  rnin  not  yet  accomplished., 
with  hopes,  however  faint  and  soon  dispelled,  of  a 
national  repentance.  Most  of  those  whom  the  prophet' 
hud  deiiouoced  were  banished  or  dead.  Men  conld 
talk  no  more  about  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  could  hoaat 
no  more  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  with  them;  the 
vessel  which  the  potter  was  shaping  had  been  broken 
in  pieces.  The  sadness  of  the  prophet,  which  had 
been  checked  sometimes  by  indignation,  sometimes  by 
the  consciousueas  of  a  word  which  most  still  be  spoken, 
of  a  work  which  most  be  done,  became  complete  and 
absorbing.  Heretofore  his  intense  sympathy  with  hia 
country  might  seem  to  be  qualified  by  his  lively  appre- 
hension of  its  crimes ;  now  both  feelings  were  blended 
into  one.  ^Vhea  he  looked  npon  the  desolation  of  the 
city  there  sat  npon  his  soul  a  weight  of  sorrow  and 
evil,  as  if  he  were  representing  hia  whole  people,  as  if 
there  was  no  wrong  which  they  had  committed,  no 
evil  habit  which  they  had  contracted,  which  did  not 
cling  to  him,  for  which  he  was  not  responsible.  And 
this  was  no  imaginary  Gctitious  state  of  mind  into 
which  he  had  worked  himself.  God  had  made  htm 
inwardly  conscious  of  the  very  corruption  which  had 
destroyed  the  land.  If  he  had  made  any  fight  against 
them  ;  if  they  did  not  actually  overpower  him  and 
enslave  him,  this  was  God's  work  and  not  his,  the  pro- 
mise of  the  covenant  made  with  his  fathers,  which 
*  good  for  everyone  as  for  himself,  was  fulfilled 
to  him.  And  now  he  was  realising  the  full  effect  of 
this  discipline.    The  third  chapter  of  the  Lamentation^ 
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"heginmng,  "  1  am  the  roan  that  hath  seen  affliction  by 
the  rod  of  His  wrath,"  contains  the  climax  of  hia 
experience.  In  the  memorable  passages  which  follow, 
the  history  of  a  life  ia  gathered  np.  "I  said.  My 
strength  and  my  hope  is  perished  from  the  Lord; 
Temerabering  miue  affliction  and  my  misery,  the 
wormwood  and  the  gall.  My  aoul  hath  then:  still  in 
remembrance.  This  I  recall  to  mind,  therefore  have  I 
hope.  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  con- 
Gnmed.  They  are  new  every  morning;  great  is  thy 
faithfulness.  The  Lord  is  my  portion,  saith  my  soul ; 
therefore  I  will  hope  in  Him.  The  Lord  ia  good  unto 
them  that  wait  for  Him.  It  is  good  that  a  man  should 
both  hope  and  quietly  wait  for  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he  bear  the  yoke  ia 
hia  youth.  He  sitteth  alone  and  keepetb  silence, 
because  he  hath  borne  it  upon  him.  He  putteth  his 
mouth  in  the  dust  if  so  be  there  may  be  hope.  He 
givcth  his  cheek  to  him  that  smitethhim,  ho  is  filled 
full  with  reproach.  The  Lord  will  not  cast  off  for 
ever;  but  though  he  canse  grief,  yet  will  He  have  com- 
pulsion according  to  the  multitude  of  His  mercies. 
For  He  doth  not  afflict  willingly  nor  grieve  the 
children  of  men." 

Anything  more  individual  than  these  utterances  it  is 
impossible  to  conceive ;  and  yet  it  is  just  by  these  that 
oiii^  understands  the  sacerdotal  work  to  which  Jeremiah 
wab  called.  There  was  no  longer  any  temple.  The 
priests  as  well  as  the  princes  had  been  for  the  mosi 
part  carried  away  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  But  there  was 
a  man  walking  about  ia  the  deserted  city  to  which 
the  twelve  tribes  had  come  up — in  the  midst  of  the 
ruins  of  the  holy  place  into  which  the  sons  of  Aaroa 
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had  gone  with  the  memorial  of  their  names  on  their 
breastplates,  who  really  entered  into  the  menning  of 
that  function,  who  really  bore  the  iniquities  of  the 
children  of  Israel  before  the  Lord; — one  to  whom  it 
was  given  to  translate  the  ceremonies  and  services  of 
the  divine  house  into  life  and  reality.  He  had  been 
taught  more  perfectly,  perhaps,  than  any  one  who  had 
served  in  the  temple,  what  was  implied  in  its  worship 
and  sacrifices.  He  felt  the  burden  to  which  those 
sacrifices  pointed,  the  burden  of  individual  and  national 
sins.  Yet,  with  that  burden  resting  upon  him,  he  conld 
enter  into  the  presence  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  He 
3  there  was  a  deliverance  for  his  people  as  well 
as  for  himself ;  that  there  could  not  be  one  for  him  if 
there  was  not  also  one  for  them.  Thus  when  part  of 
his  work  was  over,  when  he  had  nothing  more  to  say 
in  the  ears  of  kings  or  priests  or  people,  this  office, — 
which  had  been  so  closely  connected  with  his  pro- 
phetical office,  and  which,  if  it  had  depended  upon 
outward  conditions,  must  have  been  more  entirely  at 
an  end  than  that, — still  remained  in  all  its  original 
power.  And  the  words  of  the  prophet  remain  to 
explain  to  all  generations  the  spiritual  character  and 
acts  of  the  priest. 

The  office  of  the  priest  must  have  seemed  to  be 
more  utterly  extinct  for  Ezekiel  than  even  for  Jeremiah, 
a  forcibly  removed  from  all  the  associations  of 
the  temple  while  it  was  yet  standing.  When  he  was 
called  to  be  a  prophet  to  the  captives  by  the  river 
Chebar,  he  might  have  supposed  that  the  earlier 
which  belonged  to  him  as  one  of  the 
Levitical  family,  had  been  extinguished  in  the  later 
one.     Yet  we  have  seen  how  he  was  instructed,  at  the 
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very  commencement  of  his  work  as  a  prophet,  that  the 
gloiy  of  Him  who  filled  the  temple  was  surrounding 
him  in  Mesopotamia  as  it  surrounded  him  when  he 
went  np  to  present  the  morning  or  the  evening  sacrifice 
in  Jerusalem.  Such  a  vision  was  given  him  of  that  glory 
as  he  had  never  beheld  in  the  holy  place.  He  found 
that  the  earth, — that  common,  profane,  Babylonian 
earth  upon  which  he  dwelt, — was  filled  with  it.  All 
the  powers  of  nature,  the  forms  of  animals,  man  as  the 
highest  of  the  animals,  the  motions  and  order  of  tho 
outward  world  and  of  human  society,  were  pointing 
towards  it.  And  the  central  object,  the  highest  object 
which  he  could  behold,  though  there  was  an  ineffable 
brightness  beyond,  was  a  Mau  upon  a  throne.  One 
who  could  command  him,  iu  whose  Name  ho  was  to  go 
forth,  whose  words  he  was  to  speak. 

This  was  no  isolated  revelation  or  dream.  The  very 
name  which  the  prophet  thenceforth  bore,  the  name 
by  which  he  was  to  know  himself,  depended  upon  it. 
"  Son  of  Man,  stand  upon  thy  feet  and  I  will  speak 
unto  thee,"  were  the  first  words  which  he  heard  after 
he  fell  upon  his  face.  That  great  title  is  bestowed 
upon  him  through  all  the  time  in  which  he  was 
prophesying.  It  was  in  mauy  ways  more  suitable  to 
him  than  to  those  who  had  gone  before  him.  There 
was  now  no  Hezekiah  or  Josiah  to  represent, — in  some 
measure  consciously  to  represent, — the  divine  king. 
The  witnesses  for  a  kingdom  seemed  to  be  at  an  end, 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  the  lord  of  the  earth.  At  such  a 
time  the  natural  position  of  the  Jewish  seer  became  a 
human  position.  The  Israelite's  glory  was  to  be  a 
'  Son  of  Man.' 

Tet  he  was  not  absolved  from  any  of  the  ohli- 


gatMfuof  the  (4der  prapbetB ;  InwisBol 

Bors  willmg  or  BttnttiTe  Mi&ppe  am 

tbui  ihej  had  fonnd  at  bc»e;  briax,  IIm 

with  him;  he  aiaBtdveO  amoi^  woi^iiaK 

tioDS  and  DooniBg  end  woe  fiQed  fai>  roD  aa  i 

that  which  Banic^  wrote  out  for  JeroB! 

tnasi  eu  thii  rofl ;  it  arnst  beeome  a  pwt  of  Ue  v 

Boal ;  its  worda  iBBSt  txime  forth  firing  aad  t 

oat  dhim^dL 

He  most  nadentand,  besides,  sS  the  feuM  n 
ubilitieB  of  the  prof^iei.  He  wu  to  speak  whett 
men  about  him  woold  hear  or  whetha*  they  i 
forbear.  There  were  times  when  his  tongue  i 
deave  to  the  roof  of  hia  mooth,  when  he  should  bed 
and  should  oot  be  to  them  a  reprorer.  Bot  whea  ( 
opened  his  lips,  the  blood  of  those  to  whom  he  i 
sent  wae  upon  him ;  it  woold  be  required  at  his  i 
if  they  died  in  their  iniquity  and  he  had  not  « 
them.  He  most  sabmit  to  do  all  sTmboUcal  i 
however  strange  and  fantastical  they  might  i 
tbemselTes,  which  might  bring  the  feeling  of  c 
JQdgment  home  to  a  sense-boimd  people.  He  mU 
act  s  mimic  siege,  be  must  eat  defiled  bread;  he  i 
cat  off  his  hair  and  weigh  it  in  balances,  if  eo  I 
people  could  be  made  to  understand, — in  spite  ot  ti 
blse  prophets  who  spoke  of  coming  peace  a 
their  signs,  which  of  course  involved  no  discomfort  ^ 
hnmHiatioii  to  themselves, — that  the  city  woald  r 
be  destroyed  and  the  sanctnary  laid  waste.  He  was  N 
persnade  his  brother-captives  that  they  were  a  remot 
in  which  the  nation  still  lived,  s  stock  ont  of  which  H 
should  hereafter  grow  and  flourish,  even  though  thev 
)  most  rebellious,  dreaming  of  good  things  which 
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would  never  come,  not  waiting  for  that  good  which 
God  had  designed  for  them.  There  was  to  be  the 
same  end  in  all  the  punishments  which  were  coming 
upon  the  land  and  in  all  its  deliverances.  God  was 
saying  in  all,  '  I  am  tHB  Lord.' 

This  sentence  recurs  again  and  again  in  the  pro- 
phecies of  Ezekiel.  It  is  the  thought  of  his  mind,  the 
one  which  gives  all  the  sublimity  and  all  the  practical 
worth  to  his  discourses, — that  the  knowledge  of  God 
is  the  supreme  good  of  man,  and  that  the  deeolatioti  of 
his  countrymen  has  come  from  theirnotliking  to  retain 
it.  He  is  transported  in  spirit  to  the  Temple.  There 
the  same  vision  of  the  glory  of  God  which  he  had 
seen  by  the  river  returns  to  him.  The  light  of  it 
shews  him,  portrayed  upon  the  wall  of  the  Temple 
round  about,  the  abominable  beasts  and  creeping 
things,  and  the  idols  of  the  House  of  Israel ;  what  the 
Ancients  of  the  House  of  Israel  did  in  the  dark,  every 
one  in  the  chambers  of  his  imagery ;  how  the  women 
were  weeping  for  Thammaz  ;  how  the  men  were  wor- 
shipping the  sun  towards  the  east.  Whether  such 
abominations  as  these  were  actnally  to  be  seen  in  the 
Temple,  or  whether  the  prophet's  eye  opened  by  the 
divine  spirit  saw  that  they  were  possessing  the  hearts 
of  those  who  seemed  to  others,  perhaps  to  themselves, 
to  be  worshipping  the  God  of  their  fathers,  it  is  clear 
that  the  mind  of  Eaekiel  was  led  back  to  the  place  in 
which  he  had  ministered,  that  he  might  be  taught  how 
little  the  sacred  building  coold  preserve  the  truth  which 
was  enshrined  in  it. 

What  Ezekiel  has  seen  in  the  Temple  enables  him 
to  answer  the  Elders  of  Israel  when  they  come  to  con- 
sult him  in  his  own  house.     Just  what  was  going  on 
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oo  io  tbe  heart*  of  tltoae  «ho  aooglit  kis 
Tlwjr  were  Mrttmg  up  idois  there.  Thfij' 
know  irlut  tiod  would  do  with  them  or  sgainst 
Uiej  did  not  waot  to  koow  Him.  And  t] 
Bzekifll  ftDDOilDCeB  to  them  &  great  and  eternal 
law,  one  of  Che  moat  varied  application 
answer  yoo  according  to  your  idols,"  The  trath 
ia  prcwmted  Ui  yon,  will  he  coloured,  distorted,  inv( 
by  tbu  eye  which  receives  it.  The  covetousness 
yoa  are  cheriabing  wilt  make  the  beet  and  divini 
word  yoa  hear,  a  roinieter  of  covetonsnesa.  Your 
and  yonr  Itint  will  make  it  a  minister  of  Inst  and 
No  bolder  or  more  awful  paradox  was  ever  enunciated 
than  thin,  nor  one  wlitch  the  conscience  of  every  one 
will  more  miruly  verify.  And  there  was  this  special 
profjf  of  courage  in  making  such  an  announcement, 
that  it  must  liiivo  deatroyed  Ezekiel'a  reputation  as  a 
|»r(*pbot.  The  Elders  came  in  terror,  feeling  that  they 
wanted  giiidiinoe  and  expecting  some  ready-made 
itiiHWur,  mucIl  as  the  regular  traders  in  prophecy  could 
iilwiiyM  fiu'iiiNli.  The  truly  inspired  man  answers,'! 
civn  toll  you  nothing, — nothing  at  least  that  will  not 
docoivo  you  and  become  a  lie  in  your  minds.  For  yon 
bring  liuH  with  you,  and  except  they  be  extirpated, 
llioy  muit  convert  whatever  is  added  to  them  from 
without,  to  their  own  quality.' 

Ksokiel  himself  illustrates  in  another  case  this 
great  principle.  No  commandment  had  established 
itnelf  more  completely  by  the  experience  of  the  people 
to  whom  it  wits  addressed,  than  the  second.  The 
idoUtritMi  of  the  land  had  accumulated  with  each 
(jIvuDvatiuu.     Kach  had  cause  to  complain  of  the  last  aa 
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bequeathing  it  a  stock  of  corrupt  habits  and  traditions  j 
the  sins  of  the  fathers  had  been  visited  upon  the 
children.  These  were  facts  not  to  be  gainsayed.  The 
captives  had  leisure  to  reflect  upon  them.  It  might 
have  been  a  most  profound  and  profitable  reflection. 

The  use  they  made  of  it  was  to  prove  they  were 
under  a  necessiiry  law  of  degeneracy.  How  could  they 
help  themselves  ?  The  fathers  had  eaten  sour  grapes, 
and  their  teeth  were  set  on  edge.  Who  dared  dispute 
it  ?  There  was  God's  own  word  for  it.  Had  he  not 
told  them  the  plan  and  method  of  His  own  govern- 
ment ?  Such  language  addressed  to  one  of  the  favourite 
preachers  or  prophets  of  the  people,  would  have  silenced 
him  altogether.  He  would  have  said, '  It  is  a  mystery, 
no  doubt;  we  must  take  the  words  of  the  command- 
ment though  we  cannot  understand  them.  God  is  a 
Sovereign ;  He  can  do  what  He  likes.  If  it  pleases 
Him  that  each  generation  should  be  more  corrupt  than 
the  last,  we  must  submit  and  not  dispute  His  wiD. 
Others  there  would  be  who  would  complain  boldly  and 
with  good  reason  of  a  will  thjit  compelled  to  evil,  but 
yet  would  lazily  submit  to  it,  supposing  it  to  beinevit- 
ahle,  though  feeling  the  absurdity  of  calling  it  divine, 
Ezekiel  boldly  stands  forth  to  dispute  and  deny  the 
whole  principle.  He  does  not  dispute  or  deny  the 
second  commandment, — that  was  probably  the  text  of 
his  discourse.  But  he  will  not  let  the  second  com- 
mandment or  any  other  words  in  the  world  be  pleaded 
against  the  character  of  God.  Righteousness  and 
equity  he  maintains  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  divine 
character  and  of  the  divine  acta.  He  will  tolerate 
no  resolution  of  them  into  a  heathenish  notion  of 
sovereignty  or  self- will.    "  The  ways  of  God  are  equal," 
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he  saya,  *'  and  yonr  ways  are  unequal,"  The  sina  c 
the  father  only  descend  upon  the  son,  they  are  c 
punished  in  the  son,  when  the  son  accepts  them,  entei 
tains  them,  makes  them  his  own.  At  any  time  3 
may  turn  round  and  repudiate  them  and  cleave  to  thi 
God  who  doth  not  will  the  death  of  the  sinner,  ' 
desires  that  he  should  return  and  live.  The  doctri 
of  this  celehrated  chapter  is  grounded  on  the  doctrim 
of  the  second  commandment  and  of  the  whole  lav^ 
that  a  man  is  righteous  so  long  as  he  cleaves  to  t 
righteous  God  who  has  made  a  covenant  with  him 
uai-ighteous  when  he  forsakes  that  covenant  and  a 
independently.  Therefore  the  notion  of  any  pei 
petuity  in  righteousness,  or  in  evil,  is  equ 
oft.  Every  man  has  the  capacity  of  righteousnea 
the  capacity  of  evil.  Let  him  be  ever  so  righteonfllj 
he  must  become  evil  the  moment  he  ceases  to  tn 
in  God  and  begins  to  trust  in  himself.  Let  him  I 
ever  so  evil,  he  must  become  righteous  the  momei 
he  begins  to  trust  in  God  and  ceases  to  trust  iA 
timself. 

The  enunciation  of  laws  or  principles  seems  more" 
especially  to  belong  to  Ezekie!,  as  the  experience  of 
personal  evil  and  the  sympathy  with  national  sorrow 
belong  more  to  the  tender  and  womanly  nature  of 
Jeremiah.  Nevertheless,  Ezekiel  was  to  be  a  priest  in 
this  sense  also,  as  well  as  in  that  higher  sense  of 
beholding  the  glory  of  God  and  proclaiming  His  Name. 
Suffering  was  not  the  destination  of  one  prophet ;  it 
was  the  badge  of  all  the  tribe.  Ezekiel's  life  was  to 
be  a  continual  parable,  illustrative  of  the  life  of  the 
nation.  A  man  scrupulously  careful  of  the  law,  was 
to  violate  the  precepts  of  it  respecting  food,  and  to  eat 
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what  was  loathsome.  A  man  sensitiva  probably  aa  to 
his  reputation,  and  with  that  kind  of  lofty  imaginatioa 
which  makes  attention  to  details  and  all  petty  acta 
unspeakably  painful,  must  submit,  for  the  s;tke  of  his 
countrymen,  to  such  aa  seemed  most  ignominious  to 
himself  and  perplexing  to  them.  Finally,  the  desire 
of  his  eyes  must  be  taken  from  him  with  a  stroke,  and 
he  must  not  mourn  or  weep.  Even  at  such  a  time  he 
must  be  a  sigD  to  the  people,  though  by  doing  ao  he 
should  seem  to  refuse  the  sympathy  that  he  moat 
wants,  and  should  only  lead  the  captives  to  say,  "  Wilt 
thou  not  tell  us  what  these  things  are  to  us  that  thou 
doest  BO  ?  " 

Apart  from  these  sufferings  which  concerned  him 
individually  and  domestically,  the  vision  of  the  desola- 
tion of  Israel  became  every  day  more  overwhelming  to 
him.  Nor  was  it  only  the  desolation  of  Israel.  He 
who  was  called  '  Son  of  Man,'  was  not  likely  to  speak 
less  of  Egypt  and  Tyrus  and  the  land  in  which  he  was 
himself  dwelling,  than  those  older  prophets  who  had 
BO  many  more  reasons  for  regarding  Judeea  as  the 
one  garden  of  the  Lord.  The  arms  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar had  been  turning  the  earth  upside  down  and 
making  it  waste.  Everything  must  have  seemed  to 
him  disjointed,  incoherent,  withered.  Could  it  ever 
be  renovated  ?  Was  it  possible  even  for  that  country 
which  God  had  blessed  above  all  others  and  man  had 
cursed  above  all  others,  to  breathe  and  hve  again  ? 

This  was  the  question  which  was  proposed  to  the 
prophet  on  that  day  when  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
npon  him,  and  he  was  carried  into  the  valley  which 
was  full  of  bones.  The  vision,  clear  as  it  is  in  itself, 
must   not   be  read   apart   from   the   context   of    the 
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dream  that  such  a  resurrection  was  possible.  And 
now  the  proceas  of  it  is  also  revealed  to  him.  The 
prophet  is  commanded  to  speak.  His  speech  seemo 
a  mere  sound  in  the  air.  But  there  is  a  noise  and  a 
shaking;  then  a  frightful  movement  of  the  bones 
towards  each  other,  each  claiming  its  fellow  to  which 
it  had  once  belonged.  This  strange  effort  at  a  union 
of  dead  things  betokens  a  power  that  has  not  yet 
declared  itself.  And  soon  the  sinews  and  the  flesh 
come  up  upon  them.  They  have  acquired  a  form, 
though  they  have  no  life.  "  Then  said  He  unto  me, 
'Prophesy  unto  the  wind;  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God: 
come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon 
these  slaiQ  that  they  may  live.'  So  I  prophesied  as 
He  commanded.  And  the  breath  came  iuto  them,  and 
they  lived,  and  stood  up  upon  their  feet,  an  exceeding 
great  army." 

"  Doth  he  not  speak  parables  ?  "  was  the  phrase  by 
which  the  Jews  of  the  captivity  expressed  their  dislike 
and  contempt  for  the  troublesome  and  mystical  prophet 
who  was  among  them.  "Doth  he  not  speak  parables?" 
is  a  question  which  men,  looking  round  with  weary 
hearts  upon  the  condition  of  Christ's  Church  in  various 
periods  of  its  existence,  have  asked  themselves,  with  a 
very  different  intention  and  spirit,  wheu  they  have 
read  this  vision  of  the  valley  of  dry  bones.  "Is  not 
this  written,"  they  have  said,  "for  the  ages  to  come? 
Is  not  this  one  of  the  parables  concerning  the  kingdom 
of  God  ? "  Yes,  brethren,  if  we  will  first  read  it 
fairly  and  honestly,  as  describing  what  Ezekiel  says  it 
described  to  him, — if  we  will  not  search  for  a  distant 
application  till  we  have  acknowledged  the  immediate 
one, — we  shall  find  that  here,  as  everywhere,  Ezekiel 
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is  exiibiting  facts  which  belong  to  other  timea  i 
well  as  his  own,  and  laws  and  methods  of  a  divi 
government  which  belong  to  all  times  as  well  as  i 
own. 

And  that  I  may  not  waste  your  time  in  enameratii^ 
different  crises  of  history  in  which  the  facts  may  1 
discerned,  and  by  which  the  law  and  the  method  m^ 
be  tested,  I  say  at  once,  they  are  all  for  us ;  the  v 
and  the  interpretation  are  of  this  day.     Do  yoa  i 
hear  men  on   all  sides  of   you  crying,  "The  Churc 
which  we  read  of  in  books  esists  only  in  them.     Ch] 
tendom  consists    of    Romanists,    Greeks,    Pr 
divided  from  each  other,  disputing  about  questions  ti 
which  nineteen -twentieths  of  those  who  belong  to  t 
communions  are  indifferent.     And  meantime  i 
becoming  of  the  countries  in  which  these  different  o 
fessions  are  established  ?    What  populations  are  g 
ing  up  in  them  ?     Does  the  present  generation  be 
that  which  its  fathers  believed  ?     Will  the  next  g 
ration  believe  anything  ?  "     Brethren,  you  hear  e 
words  as  these  spoken.     I  do  not  mean  to  inquire  h 
much  there  is  of  truth  in  them,  how  much  of  exaggt 
tion,  what  evidences  there  are  on  the  other  side  ? 
have  been  overlooked ;   what  signs  of  life  there  i 
anywhere  in  the  midst  of  apparent  death.     But  t 
must  say ;  Christians  in  general  are  far  too  eag( 
urge  special  exceptions  when  they  hear  these  chargt 
preferred ;  far  too  ready  to  make  out  a  case  for  t 
selves  while  they  admit  their  apphcation  to  others  ;  £ 
too  ready  to  think  that  the  cause  of  God  is  intereate 
in  the  suppression  of  facts.    The  prophets  should  L 
taught  us  a  different  lesson.     They  should  have  let 
to  feel  that  it  was  a  solemn  duty,  not  to  conceal,  h 
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to  bring  forward  all  the  evidence  which  proves,  not 
that  one  country  is  better  than  another,  or  one  portion 
of  the  Church  better  than  another,  but  that  there  is  a 
principle  of  decay,  a  tendency  to  apostacy  in  all,  and 
that  no  comfort  can  come  from  merely  balancing 
symptoms  of  good  here  against  symptoms  of  evil  there, 
no  comfort  from  considering  whether  we  are  a  little  less 
contentious,  a  little  less  idolatrous  than  our  neighbours. 
Alas,  for  this  church,  or  for  any  church,  if  its  existence 
now,  if  its  prospects  for  the  future,  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  such  calculations  as  these  !  No,  brethren, 
our  hope  has  a  deeper  foundation.  It  is  this;  that 
when  the  bones  have  become  most  dry,  when  they  are 
lying  most  scattered  and  separate  from  each  other, 
there  is  still  a  word  going  forth,  if  not  through  the  lips 
of  any  prophet  on  this  earth,  then  through  the  lips  of 
those  who  have  left  it, — yet  not  proceeding  from  them, 
but  from  Him  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever, — the  voice 
which  says,  "  These  bones  shall  rise.''  It  is  this ;  that 
every  shaking  among  the  bones,  everything  which 
seems  at  first  a  sign  of  terror, — men  leaving  the 
churches  in  which  they  have  been  bom,  forsaking  all 
the  affections  and  sympathies  and  traditions  of  their 
childhood, — infidel  questionings,  doubts  whether  the 
world  is  left  to  itself  or  whether  it  is  governed  by  an 
evil  spirit, — are  themselves  not  indeed  signs  of  life, 
but  at  least  movements  in  the  midst  of  death  which 
are  better  than  the  silence  of  the  charnel-house,  which 
foretell  the  approach  of  that  which  they  cannot  pro- 
duce. It  is  this ;  that  all  struggles  after  union,  though 
they  may  be  of  the  most  abortive  kind,  though  they 
may  produce  fresh  sects  and  fresh  divisions,  though 
they  must  do  so  as  long  as  they  rest  on  the  notion 
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that  unity  is  BOmetbiog  visible  and  m&tenal,  yet  indi- 
cate a  deep  and  divine  necessity  which  men  conid  not 
be  cotuctooj  of  in  their  dreams  if  they  were  not  begin- 
ning to  awake.  It  is  this ;  that  there  are  other  visions 
true  for  oa,  as  they  were  for  Ezekiel,  besides  the  vision 
of  dry  bones.  The  name  of  a  Father  has  not  ceased  to 
be  a  true  name  becaaHe  baptised  men  do  not  own  them- 
Kulves  B8  His  children.  The  name  of  the  Son  has  not 
ceiised  to  be  a  true  name  becansemen  are  setting  up  some 
earthly  ruler  in  place  of  Him,  or  are  thinking  that  they 
can  realise  a  humanfellowship  without  confessing  a  Man 
on  the  throne  above  the  firmament.  The  name  of  the 
Spirit  has  not  ceased  to  be  a  trne  name  because  we 
are  thinking  that  we  can  form  combinations  and  sects 
aud  churches  without  His  quickening  presence,  becanse 
we  deny  that  He  is  really  in  the  midst  of  us.  It  is 
this;  that  when  all  earthly  priests  have  been  banished 
or  have  lost  their  faith,  though  there  should  be  none 
to  mourn  over  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem,  or  to  feel  its 
sins  as  his  own,  yet  that  there  is  a  High  Priest,  the 
great  Sin-Bearer,  ever  presenting  his  perfect  and 
accepted  sacrifice  within  the  veil,  a  High  Priest  not  of 
a  nation,  but  of  humanity.  It  is  this ;  that  though 
all  earthly  temples,  in  which  God  has  been  pleased 
to  dwell,  should  become  desecrated  and  abominable, 
though  all  foul  worship  should  go  on  in  the  midst  of 
them,  and  though  what  is  portrayed  on  their  walls 
sliould  too  faithfully  represent  what  is  passing  in  the 
more  secret  chambers  of  imagery,  though  at  last  the 
liilirines  that  have  been  supposed  to  contain  the 
mystery  which  they  set  forth  should  be  utterly 
stroyed,  and  a  voice  should  be  heard  out  of  the  midst 
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them,  saying,  "  Let  us  depart/' — yet  that  this  will  not 
be  the  sign  that  the  Church  of  God  has  perished,  only 
the  sign  that  the  temple  of  God  has  been  opened  in 
Heaven,  and  that  from  thence  must  come  forth  the 
glory  that  is  to  fill  the  whole  earth. 


SEEMON    XXVII. 

THE  NEW  TEMPLE, 

(Linealn't  Inn,  2nd  Sunday  aftm-  Trinity.—Jtme  20,  1852.) 

Thoa  aoD  of  man,  shew  tho  house  to  the  hoase  ot  larael,  tlint  they 
mn;  be  ashamed  oF  their  iniquities  :  Bad  let  them  meOBOre  ths 
pattern.  And  if  the;  be  aahamed  of  all  that  thoy  have  doDe. 
ahen  them  the  form  ot  the  hoDse,  and  the  fashion  thereof,  and 
tbs  goings  ont  thereof,  and  tbe  cominga  in  thereof,  and  all  the 
EormB  thereof,  and  all  tie  ordiaaaoea  thereof,  aad  all  the  laws 
thereof:  and  write  it  io  their  sight,  that  the;  ma;  keep  the 
nholB  form  thereof,  and  all  the  ordioanoeB  thereof,  and  do  them. 
EzEKiEL  xliii.  10,  II. 

The  later  visions  in  the  book  of  Ezekiel  relate  to  a 
Temple,  the  form  and  proportions  of  whioh  ai^ 
very  minutely  described.  What  is  this  Temple  ?  The 
first  obvious  suggestion  is  that  Ezekiel  was  looking 
forward  to  tbe  times  of  Ezra ;  that  this  temple  is  an 
anticipation  of  that  of  which  Zerubbabel  brought  forth 
the  headstone.  Bat  the  building  which  rises  before 
the  eyes  of  the  seer  covers  an  area  which  the  second 
Temple  never  can  have  occupied.  The  scale  of  it 
appears  to  exceed  that  of  Solomon's,  which  struck  tho 
old  man,  who  had  seen  it  or  heard  of  it  from  his  father, 
as  so  much  grander  than  its  successor.  In  Ezekiel's 
vision,  moreover,  there  is  a  distinct  allusion  to  that 
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appearance  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  which  belonged, 
the  Jews  say,  exclusively  to  the  elder  building. 
Christian  writers  have  availed  themselves  of  these 
circumstancea  to  decide  peremptorily  that  the  vision  ia 
of  a  spiritual,  not  an  earthly  Temple.  The  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  such  an  opinion  are  very  great.  Accurate 
admeasurements  in  feet  and  cubits  seem  as  if  they  must 
relate  to  a  visible,  not  to  an  invisible  fabric.  There  are 
still  two  possible  opinions.  One  is  popular  among 
many  of  our  countrymen.  It  is  that  a  Temple  exactly 
answering  to  Ezekiel's  description  will  appear  hereafter 
in  Jerusalem.  The  other  you  will  at  once  identify  as 
foreign.  It  is  that  of  a  critic  of  great  learning  and 
acuteness,  often  of  much  sympathy  with  the  earnest 
patriotism  of  the  prophets.  He  thinks  that  Ezekiel 
carried  with  him  into  Chaldea  the  habits,  prejudices, 
and  formality  of  the  priestly  order  to  which  he  be- 
longed. Therefore,  though  he  had  high  moral  purposes 
and  divine  instincts,  he  could  not  but  regard  the 
reappearance  of  a  Temple  like  that  which  Nebuzaradan 
had  destroyed,  only  more  magnificent,  as  the  consum- 
mation of  an  Israelite's  dreams  and  hopes.  The  critic 
connects  this  explanation  of  the  later  chapters  of  the 
book  with  a  theory  respecting  the  whole  of  it.  Ezekiel 
is,inhia  judgment,  more  of  an  artist  than  of  a  prophet. 
The  elder  prophets,  he  thinks,  delivered  their  dis- 
coorses  before  the  people;  the  son  of  Buzi,  for  the 
most  part,  composed  his  in  his  chamber.  The  book 
therefore,  he  supposes,  while  it  wants  freshness,  has  a 
anity  of  purpose  which  we  do  not  find  elsewhere.  The 
Temple,  in  which  the  early  years  of  the  seer  were 
passed,  gives  it  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end. 
I  shaU  not  seek  to  get  rid  of  this  last  explanation  by 
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callidg  it  the  irreverent  offspring  of  a  modem  i 
foreign  school.     The  criticism,  which  was  fashionablj 
among  the  most  approved  interpreters  of  our  Church  ii 
the  last  century,  leaves  me  no  excuse  for  such  languagi 
They  seem  to  have  thought  that, — not  one,  bat,— 
the  prophets  were  busy,  in  the  most  solemn  momei 
of    their   own    lives    and    of    their    country's    histor] 
in   selecting  ingenious  and  striking  epithets    and 
enveloping  their  thoughts  with  a  grotesque  * 

lagery.   I  believe  the  more  recent  commentator  woo] 
shrinkfrom  such  language.  He  would  admit  thattheprt 
phets  were,  oue  and  all,  deep-minded  reasonable  menfl 
and  that  is  one  step  towards  the  belief  that  they  wet 
really  inspired  by  God.     Nor  would  it  hinder  any  o 
I  should  think,  iu  his  progress  towards  that  convictioi 
to  suppose  that,  as  each  prophet  exhibits  a  diSerenfl 
character,    temperament,  and    style,— the  signs  of  i 
distinct  work  ;  so  the  one  who  was  least  called  forth  I 
sudden  emergencies,  who  was  not  ia  the  midst  of  tin 
feara  and  hopes  of  a   siege  or  of  an  invasion,  shoo] 
have  contemplated  events  less  as  detached,  more  in  i 
series,  than   bis  predecessors.     Least   of  all  would  i 
detract  from  the  probability  of  a  divine  education,  i 
suppose  that  the  holy  function  of  the  priest  had  gtrei 
a  colour, — as  I  maintained  last  week  that  it  did,- 
Ezekiel's  thoughts,  and  that  in  it  we  may  discover  t 
key  to  their  order  and  connection. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  I  think,  every  thoughtf 
reader,  whatever  his  notions  about  Inspiration  may  b 
must  admit  that  if  there  was  anything  in  Ezekiel'S 
;ircum stances,  or  in  the  constitution  of  his  mind,  whiol 
disposed  him  to  look  upon  the  world  as  a  student  looa 
out  upon  it  from  his  closet,  no  one  had  that  tenden^ 
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I  more  repeatedly  and  painfully  counteracted.  Petty 
I  tirials  and  the  moat  serious  trials,  the  eating  of  loath- 
I  some  food,  the  death  of  his  wife  on  the  day  on  which 
P  he  had  spoken  to  the  people,  served  alike  to  rob  hira  of 
any  lofty  conceits,  to  bring  him  down  to  the  level  of 
the  most  unhappy  of  those  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated, to  teach  him  that  outward  events  were  linked 
and  fastened  to  the  inmost  fibres  of  his  being.  If  the 
captivity  withdrew  him  from  some  of  those  pohtical 
relations  in  which  he  would  have  been  involved  at 
Jerusalem,  it  brought  him  into  closer  and  more  per- 
sonal contact  with  the  heartleasneas  and  indifference,  as 
well  as  with  the  secret  idolatries,  of  his  countrymen. 
His  removal  from  the  Temple  and  the  temple- worship 
threw  him,  as  I  endeavoured  to  shew  you,  more  as  an 
outcast  upon  the  wide  and  profane  world,  and  compelled 
him  to  ask  whether  he  was  away  from  God,  because  he 
was  away  from  the  place  that  directly  testified  of  Him. 
Instead  of  being  more  surrounded  with  the  means  and 
appliances  which  tempt  a  man  into  artificial  faith,  he 
was  stripped  more  bare  of  them  than  any  prophet  had 
ever  been.     Whatever  value  he  might  have  set  upon 

tthe  Temple  in  other  days,  whatever  he  might  have  set 
upon  it  then,  he,  more  than  any  other  manj  had  to  learn 
that,  if  he  had  no  better  resting-place  for  his  spirit 
than  that,  it  must  be  dreary  and  homeless. 

His  earliest  visions  had  taught  him,  that  not  only  ihu 
Cherubim  in  the  temple  of  Solomon,  but  that  all  Baby- 
lonian symbols,  had  a  meaning;  that  they  betokened  a 
relation  between  the  lower  creatures  and  man,  between 
man  and  God ;  that  the  moat  terrific  powers  of  nature 
■  spoke  of  government  aud  order  and  harmony.  The 
I     later  vision  of  the  valley  of  the  dry  bones  had  taught 
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him  that  no  change  in  the  outward  condition  of 
couutrymen  could  lift  them  from  their  degradatioi 
make  them  a  nation  again,  till  a  quickening  and  uniting 
spirit  entered  into  them.  That  vision  had  also  taught 
him  that  the  spirit  does  not  breathe  upon  the  separate 
bones  for  the  sake  of  raising  them  to  a  separate  life ; 
that  when  they  stand  up  it  must  be  as  one  body,  aa  a 
great  army,  instinct  with  the  same  purpose,  directed 
by  ihe  same  bead.  If  Bzekiel  came  into  Mesopotamia 
with  the  prejudices  of  a  caste  about  him,  surely  there 
■  were  lessons  so  divinely  contrived  ae  these  to 
break  down  such  prejudices.  Whatever  of  formality, 
whatever  of  exclusiveness,  clung  to  him  in  virtue  of  hia 
birth  or  his  profession,  must  have  sustained  shocks 
which  the  ridicule  and  unbelief _of  all  the  heathens  round 
about  could  not  have  caused.  He  must  have  felt  that 
God  Himself  was  leading  him  through  the  strangest 
I  the  most  unfathomable  depths,  to  feel  after 
Him  and  find  Him. 

But  then  the  question  recurs ;  why  is  it  that  the 
prophet,  having  in  the  commencement  of  hia  work 
been  led  into  such  awful  visions  of  God,  not  as  he  stood 
in  the  holy  place,  but  as  he  dwelt  by  the  river  of  Chebar, 
— why  is  it  that  when  he  had  had  such  tremendous 
visions  of  the  corrupt  and  abominable  worship  which 
went  on  in  the  Temple  while  it  was  yet  standing,  such 
damning  proofs  that  it  bad  no  charm  to  expel  any 
horrible  idolatry  or  moral  infamy, — why  is  it  that  his 
latest  and  most  brilliant  hopes  refer,  as  it  would  seem 
they  do,  to  the  reappearance  of  some  fabric  with  material 
gates  and  walls,  and  that  he  should  look  in  such  a 
fabric  for  some  conspicuous  manifestation  of  the  di 
glory  J     We  cannot  honestly  shrink  from  this  C|ueBtioi 
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I-  In  striving  to  answer  it  for  myself,  I  have  found  lielp 

f  from  all  those  different  and  apparently  contradictory 

Bue'gestiona  of  which  I  spoke.     I  do  not  believe  that 

it   is  necessary  to  discard  any  of  them  ;   perhaps  we 

I   may  fiod  some  principle  which  reconciles  them. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  all  the 

Jewish  prophecies  which  we  have  considered,  certainly 

not  least  inconsistent  with  the  prophecies  of  Ezekiel,  to 

suppose  that  he  did  not  look  forward  to  a  reconstruction 

of   Jewish  society  after  a  definite  and  comparatively 

I  short  term  of  bondage.     Unpromising  as  the  eletnents 

I  around  him  were,  dry  as  were  the  bones  which  lay 

Mattered  in  the  valley,  he  still  believed  that  out  of 

these  a  nation  was  to  be  formed,  not  a  new  nation,  but 

one  in  which  would  survive  the  blessing  of  Abraham, 

the  law   of   Mosea,   the   covenant   with  David,      To 

ie  the  nation  appearing  again  without  a  temple 

I  for  its  centre,  would  have  been  difficult  to  him  before, 

was  actually  impossible  to  him  now.     While  he  served 

n  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house,  he  may  never 

have  known  or  deeply  reflected  what  its  relation  to 

I  the  Commonwealth  was.     He  went  through  his  duties, 

I    he  experienced    the    blessing  of    them ;    he  probably 

I    cont-emplated  the  removal  of  the  building  as  a  perfectly 

I   incredible  event.     But  the  general  law  will  have  been 

in  hia  case.     Till  the  gift  was  gone,  its  meaning 

will  in  great  part  have  been  hidden.     When  Ezekiel 

left  the  Temple,  or  when  it  was  burnt,  he  will  have 

known  that  that  collection  of  goodly  stones  expressed 

the  presence  of  a  one  living  Being;  that  it  denoted  the 

nity  of  the  tribes,  that  it  spoke  of  a  bond  of  fellowship 

for  all  nations,  that  it  declared  justice  and  order  to 

be  the  foundution  of  all  society.     These  discoveries, 
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dawning  opon  him  by  degrees, — not  looking  at  all  like 
discoveries,  but  as  undoubted  commonplaces  which  he 
had  admitted  always, — will  have  compelled  him  to  feel 
that,  if  his  land  should  be  again  what  God  affirmed  it 
waa  to  be,  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  mast  be 
again  the  citadel  of  its  strength,  the  common  object  of 
all  eyes  and  hearts. 

For  B  prophet  to  have  these  convictions  in  his  mind, 
and  not  to  expect  an  actual  building  to  appear  on  an 
actual  hill,  would  have  been  strange  and  contradictory. 
And  as  he  was  dealing  with  men  who  had  often  very 
lively  hopes  that  they  should  recover  their  lands  and 
their  houses, — who  were  told  by  their  prophets  that 
the  captivity  would  terminate  almost  immediately,  but 
who  understood  very  little  what  was  implied  in  the 
dissolution  of  a  nation's  existence,  what  waa  necessary 
to  the  restoration  of  it, — the  prophet  had  need  to  be 
very  definite  in  his  announcements  respecting  this  new 
building.  The  people  must  understand  clearly  that 
when  he  spoke  of  a  temple,  he  meant  a  temple, — that 
and  nothing  else.  Their  minds  were  gross  and  material, 
but  they  were  also  loose  and  vague.  They  had  a  strong 
sense  of  what  it  was  to  be  deprived  of  their  oliveyards 
and  their  vineyards ;  the  deprivation  of  freedom  and 
of  worship  was  altogether  visionary  and  fantastic.     It 

I  unspeakably  valuable  that  they  should  hear  of 
"  a  man  having  a  measuring- reed  in  his  hand,  of  six 
cubits  long  by  the  cubit  and  a  hand-breadth  ;  of  there 
being  chambers  of  the  gate  eastward,  three  on  thia 

)  and  three  on  that;  of  the  three  being  of  one 
measure;  of  the  posts  having  one  measure  on  this  side 
and  on  that,"  Apart  from  all  significance  that  might 
attach  to  the  forms  of  the  building,  this  precision  itself 
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reality  which  they  could  not  otherwise  have  had.  The 
thing  was  actually  to  be.  It  was  not  a  shadow  or 
dream  of  an  inventor  of  parables.  It  was  to  have  a 
shape ;  ordinary  earthly  measures  could  be  applied 
to  it. 

But  where  did  the  prophet  get  these  meaaurea  T 
To  what  did  they  correspond  ?  There  cannot  be  the 
slightest  doubt,  I  conceive,  that  the  general  form  and 
construction  of  the  building,  the  different  parts  of 
which  it  was  to  consist,  the  cherubim  and  palm-treea 
which  were  to  adorn  it,  were  suggested  to  him  by  that 
which  he  had  actually  seen  ;  that  the  house  which  had 
been  dear  to  him  above  all  others,  in  which  he  had 
grown  up,  in  which  he  had  presented  the  sacrifice,  was 
the  hint  and  type  to  him  of  any  new  one  w^hich  might 
be  raised  up  in  its  place.  It  would  be  quite  contrary  to 
the  analogy  of  prophecy  to  think  otherwise.  Only  the 
enchanter  or  magician  pretends  to  behold  in  the  future 
that  which  has  nothing  answering  to  it  in  the  present 
or  the  past.  The  true  prophet  affects  no  sach  gift,— 
rather,  vehemently  disclaims  it.  He  is  a  witness  for 
Him  who  is  and  was  and  is  to  come.  If  he  taught 
that  the  future  were  to  be  unlike  the  past,  that  there 
was  no  common  root  out  of  which  they  both  grew, 
he  would  be  faithless  to  his  vocation,  he  would  be 
forgetting  the  permanent  and  eternal  Being.  Solomon's 
Temple  bad  been  Eaekiel'a  primer  or  first  lesaon-book : 
he  was  not  to  forget  the  learning  which  he  had  received 
from  it,  when  other  learning  was  added  to  it. 

Neither  was  he  to  forget  that  other  lenrning.  Since 
he  had  been  brought  to  the  river  of  Chebar,  he  had 
been  instructed,  in  the  witness  which  God  had  borne  of 
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Himself  in  the  outward  world,  even  in  the  forma  wliid 
hfid  been  tamed  to  idolatrous  uses.  He  liad  seen  how 
the  false  lies  to  the  true,  what  need  there  is  that 
the  truth  should  be  recognised  in  its  length  and  breadth 
that  the  falsehood  may  be  cast  out,  what  need  there  is 
that  even  the  outward  expressions  of  a  truth  should  be 
order  that  they  may  not  be  made  into 
instruments  of  division,  that  they  may  not  be  turned 
against  Him  who  has  created  them  ; — but  may  be  the 
manifestation  of  sorae  aspect  of  Uis  own  nature.  What, 
therefore,  we  discern  in  Ezekiel's  vision  of  a  temple, 
however  imperfectly  we  may  be  able  to  follow  out  its 
different  details,  is  the  anticipation  of  one  which  should 
express,  far  inore  completely  and  expansively  than  the 
Temple  of  Solomon  had  done,  all  which  that  Temple 
had  been  designed  to  express;  which  should  declare 
in  the  fullest  sense  the  divine  unity  upon  which 
Ezekiel  had  been  led  to  meditate,  which  should 
embody  the  union  and  reconciliation  of  the  tribes 
broken  by  the  revolt  of  Israel  and  the  pride  of  Judah, 
and  which  should  be  at  the  same  time  what  Solomon 
had  certainly  once  supposed  that  his  might  be, — a 
house  of  worship  for  all  nations,  a  gathering  up  of  that 
which  was  dispersed  and  fragmentary  in  their  different 
national  forma  and  symbola. 

Now,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  second  temple, 
which  was  built  by  Zerubbabel,  did  not  correspond  to 
this  idea.  There  were  good  reasons  why  it  should  Dot, 
reasons  which,  on  some  future  occasion,  I  may  have  to 
consider  at  large.  I  speak  now  only  of  the  fact.  It 
was  not  a  house  even  for  the  twelve  tribes,  still  less 
bouse  for  all  nations.  The  Jews,  on  their 
return  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  found  themselves 
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obliged  to  be  more  exclusive  than  their  fathers  had 
ever  been.  Genealogies  were  studied  for  the  very 
purpose  of  resisting  the  attempts  of  any  settlers  of 
donbtfal  blood  to  work  with  them.  Those  priests  who 
had  married  foreign  women  were  even  forced  to  dismiss 
their  wives.  A  temple  which  was  suitable  to  a  people 
that  began  its  new  existence  with  these  acts  might 
realise  the  promise  made  to  Ezekiel,  that  the  dry  bones 
should  become  a  body  again  ;  it  could  not  resemble  the 
framework  which  he  had  seen  in  his  vision.  If  the 
Temples  had  exactly  answered  to  each  other,  one  of 
them  must  have  been  false  to  the  principle  which  it 
sought  to  embody. 

In  using  this  language,  I  have  anticipated  what  I 
have  to  say  to  those  who  maintain  that  Ezekiel  is 
giving  us  the  pattern  of  a  temple  made  of  living  stones, 
not  of  stones  hewn  out  of  an  earthly  quarry.  Let  those 
who  adopt  this  phraseology  be  sure  first  that  they 
understand  themselves ;  then  there  is  a  hope  that  they 
will  bring  others  to  a  good  understanding  with  them. 
By  a  spiritual  temple,  they  do  not,  I  trust,  mean  an 
unsubstantial  temple,  one  built  of  clouds  and  mists, 
one  erected  by  the  eye  which  sees  it.  They  believe, 
doubtless,  the  spiritual  temple  to  be  a  spiritual  society, 
possessing  a  real  unity  inhabited  by  the  divine 
Presence,  resting  on  the  divine  Name.  Well,  I  do  not 
doubt  that  Ezekiel  saw  more  or  less  clearly  the  pattern 
of  such  a  society  as  this ;  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  was 
instructed  to  present  this  pattern  in  earthly  forms. 
But  we  must  remember,  first,  not  to  confound  the 
pattern  with  the  earthly  forms  which  set  it  forth; 
secondly,  we  must  assure  ourselves  that  whatever  is 
spiritual  and  substantial  will  seek  to  find  some  ex- 
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preasioD  for  iteelf,  to  make  the  things  of  eartli  iaH 
mirrors  which  may  re8ect  at  least  a  portion  of  its  glory. 
It  is  not  a  proof  that  Ezekiet  carried  about  with  him 
the  narrowness  and  formality  of  a  priest,  that  he  longed 
to  see  an  outward  temple,  like  the  one  in  which  he  had 
ministered,  hnt  larger,  freer,  nobler.  It  is  not  a  proof 
that  he  carried  aboat  with  him  the  narrowness  and 
formality  of  a  priest,  that  he  believed  there  would  be 
such  a  building,  and  that  he  was  able  to  study  and 
represent  its  parts  and  proportions.  It  is  a  praof  that 
he  had  received  the  true  education  of  a  priest,  that  the 
law  of  his  fathers  had  not  been  a  dead  letter  to  him, 
that  he  had  entered  into  the  purpose  of  God  when  he 
said,  "  In  this  place  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  a  delight 
therein."  It  is  a  proof  that  he  had  got  beyond  the 
walla,  and  entered  into  that  which  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  earheard,  nor  the  heart  conceived,  that  he  supposed 
the  hard  and  stubborn  materials  which  earth  supplies, 
may  discourse  of  "Him  who  dwelleth  not  in  temples 
made  with  hands,  neither  is  worshipped  by  men's  hands 
as  though  He  needed  anything." 

I  believe  that  all  the  prophet's  previous  visions 
would  have  been  maimed  and  comparatively  unreal,  if 
they  had  wanted  this  climax.  And  I  say  so  for  this 
reason.  The  once  wealthy  captives  by  the  river  Chebar 
were  desiring  to  restore  a  society  in  which  they  should 
have  the  fall  swing  of  their  tastes  nad  appetites,  and 
plenty  of  slaves  to  minister  to  them.  And  the  false 
priests  and  the  false  prophets  were  ready  enough  to 
encourage  this  opinion.  They  would  have  the  fat  of 
their  sacrifices,  they  would  have  their  obedient  troop 
of  female  devotees  to  help  them  to  hunt  souls.  All 
should  come  back  again  just  as  it  was  before;  the  same 
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vanity,  insolence,  falsehood,  devilry.  That  would  be 
their  mode  of  reviving  a  divine  society.  But  Ezekiel 
tells  them  it  shall  not  be  so  at  all.  "Thus  aaith  the 
Lord  God"  (these  words  occur  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
ordiixinces  respecting  the  new  building),  "the  prince 
shall  not  take  of  the  people's  inheritance  by  possession, 
to  tl  rust  them  oat  of  their  possession.  But  he  shall 
give  his  sons  inheritance  ont  of  his  otcn  possession,  that 
my  people  be  not  scattered  every  one  from  his  posses- 
si  on."  Here  was  a  great  mora!  and  political  law  which 
was  a  necessary  and  natural  corollary  from  the  doctrine 
that  the  Temple  was  to  be  the  building  which  denoted 
the  restoration  of  the  national  society.  This  is  a  law 
■which  those  who  merely  talk  of  a  spiritual  temple 
without  believing  that  that  temple  is  to  make  its 
influence  felt  in  this  world,  would  never  dream  of 
promulgating.  This  is  a  law  which  it  was  most  strictly 
in  the  function  of  a  Jewish  prophet  to  assert,  not  as 
proceeding  from  him,  not  even  as  proceeding  from 
Moses,  but  as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord. 

This  last  remark  may  enable  us  to  understand  the 
words  of  my  text.  "  Thou  Son  of  Man,  shew  the  house 
to  the  House  of  Israel,  that  they  may  be  ashamed  of 
their  iniquities;  and  let  them  measure  the  pattern. 
And  if  they  be  ashamed  of  all  their  iniquities,  shew 
them  the  form  of  the  house."  I  cannot  wish  for  a 
better  commentary  than  this  upon  the  question  we 
have  just  been  considering,  nor  a  more  complete  answer 
to  the  question  which  remains  to  be  considered.  The 
Israelites  of  the  captivity  might  see  the  pattern  when 
they  had  repented  of  their  iniquities;  till  then  it  was 
impossible.  The  idea  of  a  spintnal  society  could  not 
unfold  itself  to   them   while    they   were  living  in  a 
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heartless,  divided,  self-righteoaa  atate.  They  mnst  be 
humbled  before  they  could  feel  the  possibility  of  such 
a  society  ;  still  more  before  they  could  confess  it  to  be 
real.  The  hindrance  to  the  discernment  of  it  was  not 
an  intellectual  one;  it  was  not  that  they  wanted  the 
intuition  and  the  foresight  of  tlie  prophet;  it  was 
wholly  moral.  It  was  their  baseness  and  selfishness 
which  made  their  eyea  dim  that  they  could  not  see, 
and  their  ears  heavy  that  they  could  not  hear.  It 
was  BO  then;  it  was  so  in  every  generation  afterwards. 
"Repent,"  said  John  the  Baptist,  "for  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  is  at  hand,"  The  pattern  of  the  honse  ia 
about  to  be  presented  to  yon.  The  spiritual  society, 
of  which  your  Temple  contained  the  imperfect  out- 
ward embodiment,  is  going  to  be  manifested.  The 
Head  of  it  is  among  you,  but  you  cannot  see  it,  you 
cannot  see  Him.  Repent,  turn  round  to  God,  that  He 
may  remove  the  film  from  your  eyes,  and  enable  you 
to  receive  the  revelation  which  He  ia  making  to  you. 
The  same  language  goes  through  the  Gospels.  "  Except 
ye  are  converted  a.nd  become  as  little  children,"  aaid 
our  Lord  to  His  disciples,  "ye  cannot  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven."  "Except  a  man  be  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  see  the  Kingdom  of 
God,"  He  said  to  the  ruler  of  the  Jews.  "  Repent/' 
said  St.  Peter  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  "  and  be  bap- 
tised, and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
For  the  promise  is  to  you  and  to  your  children  aud  to 
as  many  as  the  Lord  your  God  shall  call,"  All  these 
words  stand  in  direct  connection  with  the  discovery 
or  manifestation  of  a  divine  aud  spiritual  communion, 
All  the  blindness  which  is  ascribed  to  the  Jewish 
nation  is  mainly  this,  that  they  would  not  accept  it 
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as  the  manifestation  of  a  kingdom  for  human  beings, 
of  a  society  grounded  upon  the  Name  of  the  Son  of 
God  and  the  Son  of  Man ;  that  they  would  have  only 
■a  Jewish  society.  And  that  Jewish  society  proved 
itself  not  to  be  Jewish,  but  a  miserable  collection  of 
sects,  hating  each  other  and  contrary  to  all  men,  not 
claiming  to  be  children  of  God,  and  therefore  not  able 
to  assert  their  title  as  children  of  Abraham ;  essentially 
inhuman,  and  therefore  necessarily  given  up  to  the 
worship  of  af  alse  god, — of  Mammon  instead  of  Jehovah. 
Ezekiel  was  to  shew  his  countrymen  the  form  of 
the  house,  when  a  confession  of  their  iniquities  should 
-enable  them  to  discern  the  pattern  after  which  it  was 
to  be  built.  The  law  must  hold  good  for  all  times  to 
•come.  There  may  be  such  a  house  yet  built  in  Jeru- 
salem. God  grant  that  there  may  !  But  it  must  be 
built  by  a  people  who  are  capable  of  giving  the  out- 
ward expression  to  an  inward  truth  which  is  possessing 
them;  who  have  humbled  themselves  in  dust  and 
Ashes  before  God  for  their  selfishness,  their  exclusive- 
ness,  their  worship  of  gold ;  who  have  confessed  the 
Cross  to  be  the  highest  manifestation  of  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  God;  who  have  rejoiced  in  that  mani- 
festation because  it  is  universal,  because  the  Christ 
hath  said,  '^I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto 
Me;^^  who  have  perceived  that  the  Divine  Unity  is  not 
a  narrow  selfish  individuality,  but  the  unity  of  a  Father 
with  a  Son  in  one  Spirit.  Jews  possessed  with  these 
oonvictions  may  Be  destined,  in  some  very  wonderful 
manner,  to  instruct  all  nations  in  them,  not  by  letters 
only  and  speech,  but  by  polity  and  art,  by  a  restored 
-city  of  which  the  Son  of  David  is  the  acknowledged 
King,  by  a  restored  temple  which  He  will  again  claim 
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as  Hia  Fatlier's  house,  and  will  not  81 
of  raerciandise. 

But  these  considerations, brethren, must  liaverespet 
to  all  nations  as  well  as  to  this  one ;  they  bear  upon  t 
whole  history  of  Christendom.  Some  time  after  the 
Gospel  of  a  Kingdom  of  Heaven  had  been  preached  in 
all  parts  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  the  old  Temple 
that  stood  on  the  hill  over  Jerusalem  had  perished, 
there  began  to  be  a  feeling  that  every  portion  of  human 
life,  the  forms  of  society,  the  roughest  stone,  the  richest 
marble,  as  well  as  the  thoughts  and  feelings  which  had 
fashioned  them  into  shape  and  symmetry,  must  be 
devoted  to  the  expression  of  that  truth  which  had  come 
to  restore  and  regenerate  the  universe,  The  task  was 
commenced  aad  went  ou  bravely.  The  old  temples 
that  had  been  constructed  for  the  service  of  divided  and 
local  gods,  were  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  One  God. 
Every  form  and  symbol,  it  was  rightly  believed,  which 
belonged  to  the  old  world,  might  be  claimed  as  the 
spoil  and  the  heritage  of  that  which  had  succeeded  it 
The  sense  of  the  infinite  and  unfathomable  which  such 
edifices  could  scarcely  awaken,  found  out  a  new  kind  of 
temple  in  which  the  worshipper  could  lose  himself,  and 
confess  a  presence  real,  personal,  incomprehensible. 
But  one  and  another  form,  that  which  delighted  the 
Southern  worshipper,  that  wliich  kindled  without  satis- 
fying the  Northern,  could  as  little  resist  the  idolatrous 
tendencies  of  the  heart  as  Solomon's  Temple  had  done. 
All  have  been  degraded  into  means  of  feeding  the 
sensual  and  earth-born  tastes  which  they  boasted  that 
they  were  able  to  subdue  or  to  sanctify.  Then  the  notion 
grew  np  that  there  was  something  close  and  stifling 
in  the  atmosphere  of  snch  temples;  lliat  art  was  a 
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dangerous  ally  of  devotion ;  that  the  most  homely 
building  was  the  one  which  He  who  promised  to  dwell 
with  the  humble  and  contrite  was  the  most  likely  to 
inhabit ;  that  the  upright  heart  and  pure  is,  after  all, 
the  only  true  temple.  Promising  words  ! — pointing  to 
high  truths,  just  as  the  tower  or  steeple  pointed  to 
them  ;  but  just  as  little  able  as  they  were  to  reach  the 
truths  or  to  preserve  them.  Hardness,  excliisiveness, 
self-conceit,  self -worship  in  a  thousand  forms,  it  was 
found,  could  hide  itself  in  language  which  seemed  to 
the  utterers  of  it  the  protest  against  everypossible  false- 
hood, the  sure  protection  of  simplicity  and  humility. 
And  the  principle  which  was  so  loudly  proclaimed  was 
not  carried  out.  Heaven  was  to  be  divorced  from  earth. 
But  the  worst  habits  of  earth, — the  habits  of  the  money- 
changer,— introduced  themselves  into  the  sanctuary. 
Religious  men,  as  if  to  revenge  that  invasion,  pre- 
tended to  make  capture  of  Science  and  Art,  and  to 
force  them  into  the  service  of  Christianity.  In  fact, 
they  only  made  both  dishonest.  There  was  no  divorce  ; 
there  could  be  none ;  only  earth  could  become  fantastical 
and  Heaven  material,  in  the  struggle  to  effect  one. 
The  experience  of  such  consequences  from  the  Puritan 
doctrine  and  practice  has  produced,  in  our  day,  a 
vehement  reaction  in  favour  of  all  sensuous  helps  to 
devotion.  It  has  been  resisted  as  vehemently.  Was 
not  the  movement  justifiable,  when  it  seemed  as  if 
God's  beautiful  universe  were  to  be  given  up  to  the 
devil  as  his  rightful  possession  ?  Was  not  the  opposi- 
tion to  it  justifiable,  when  the  plea  put  forth  for  build- 
ings, pictures,  music,  was  that  the  heart  and  spirit  of 
human  beings  cannot  converse  with  the  invisible 
except  through  the  visible  ? 


DANQBBB   OF  BOTH. 
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Each  doctrine  is  equally  nnacripfcural,  equally  s 
versive  of  Christ's  redemption,  equaliy  fatal,  as  I 
experience  of   three  centuries  has  proved,  to  inwai 
morality  as  well  as  to  the  morality  of  common  1 
Each   shews   that  the   eyes  o£  the  members   of   i 
Christian  Church— whether  they  are  dazzled  with  t 
splendour  of  an  external  hierarchy,  o;-  have  becoi 
dim  from  poring  over  mere  letters,  or  are  blinded  by 
introversion^have  lost  the  capacity  of  beholding  that 
heaveuly  pattern,  which  every  building  on  this  earth 
must  strive,  in  its  measure  and  according  to  its  por-J 
pose,  to  embody.     While  that  ia  hidden  from  us,  Wfl^ 
may  talk  of  the  symbols  and  styles  of  architecture, 
may  mimic  our  fathers,  we  may  try  to  invent  sor 
thing  of  our  own  ;  the  new  as  little  as  the  old  \ 

iimunion    of    spiritual    creatures    witit^ 
id    with   each  other.     The    remedy   i 
all  cases,  lies  not  in  new  theorii 
more  acute  criticism,  in  greater  servility  to  old  niodelaJ 
or  a  more  scornful  independence  of  them,  but  i 
earnest  repentance.     When  W6  are   ashamed  of  ontj 
strifes,  of   our  indifference,  of  our  vainglory,  of  oni 
money-worship,  when  we  have  asked  God  to  put  thesol 
away  from  us,  to  give  ua  true  beai-ta,  and  to  write  I 
name  and  the  name  of  the  Holy  City  upon  us;  \ 
shall  understand  how  our  fathers  saw  some  letters  c 
that  name  in  every  part   of   the  universe ;  we   shal 
admire    the    diligence   and    delight   with    which    theyl 
strove  to  decipher  the  hieroglyphics  ;  we  shall  study  I 
their  methods  and  profit  fay  theii-  discoveries.     But  yt 
shall  believe,  not  because  of  their  word,  but  becauM 
we   have  seen   for  ourselves ;  because   we  have   < 
Kingdom  of  God  within  us ;  because  we  have  Ch] 


express   the   ( 
their  Father 
this   case,  as  i 
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Himself  to  interpret  the  parables  of  it — Clirist  Him- 
self to  give  us  the  power  of  proclaiming  it  to  all  nations^ 
that  they  may  walk  in  the  Light  of  it.  Then  we  shall 
find  that  the  brass^  the  stone^  the  iron^  and  the  gold^ 
are  stubborn  materials  only  because  we  have  allowed 
them  to  be  tyrannical  masters;  that  we  can  subdue 
the  powers  and  properties  of  nature  when  we  claim 
them  for  Him  who  gave  Himself  up  to  be  the  lowest, 
of  all ;  and  who  is  therefore  exalted  above  all. 


THE    END. 


F.   M.   EVANS   AND  CO.,   LIMITED,   PRINTERS,   CRYSTAL  PALACE,  8.E. 


A  Catalogue 


of 


Theological  Works 


published  by 


Macmillan  ^  Co.,  Ltd. 

St.   Martin's  Street 
London,  W.C. 


CONTENTS 


Thb  Bible — 

History  of  the  Bible 

Biblical  History     . 

The  Old  Testament 

The  New  Testament 


History  of  the  Christian  Church 
The  Church  of  England 


Devotional  Books    . 


PAGB 


The  Fathers 


Hymnology 


Religious  Teaching 


Sermons,  Lectures,  Addresses,   and  Theological 

ILSSAYS  .  .  •  •  .  • 


3 
3 


7 

13 
M 
i8 

20 
20 


21 


THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGUE 
^bc  Bible 

HISTORY   OF  THE   BIBLE 


BIBLICAL   HISTORY 

THE  HOLV  BIBLE.  (Everaley  Edilion.)  Arranged  in  P.rnEMphs, 
with  an  Introduction.  DyJ.  W.  Mackail,  M.A.  S  vols.  Globe 
Svo.     5s.  each. 

Vol.  I.  Genesis^  Numlxjrs.  H.  Deuteionomy — a  Samuel. 
III.  I  Kings— Esther.  IV.  Job— Song  of  Solomon.  V.  Iiakh 
— Lamentations.  VI.  Eiekiel — Malachi.  VH.  Matthew —John, 
VIII.  Acts— Revelation. 
THE  MODERN  READER'S  BIBLE.  A  Series  of  Book*  from  ihc 
Sacred  Scriptures  presented  in  Modem  Literary  Form.  The  Text 
ts  that  of  the  Revised  Veraion.  It  ii  used  by  special  peiniisslon 
of  the  University  Presses  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  Edited  by 
R.  G.  MouLTON,  M.A.     Pott  Svo.     as.  fid.  each  volume, 

THE  PROVERBS.      ECCLESIASTIC  US.      ECCLESIASTES— 
WISDOM  OF  SOLOMON.     THE  BOOK  OF  JOB. 

DEUTERONOMY.  GENESIS.  THEEXODUS.   THEJUDGES. 
■      BIBLICAL  IDVLLS— SOLOMON'S   SONG.  RUTH,  ESTHER, 
TOBIT.         THE  KINGS.         THE  CHRONICLES. 
ISAIAH.  JEREMIAH.  EZEKIEU  DANIEL. 

SELECT  MASTERPIECES  OF  BIBLICAL  LITERATURE. 

THE  PSALMS  AND  LAMENTATIONS.     3  Vols. 

ST.   MATTHEW   AND   ST.    MARK,    AND   THE   GENERAL 
EPISTLES. 

ST.   LUKE  AND  ST.   PAUL,     a  VoU. 

THEGOSPEL,  EPISTLES,  AND  REVELATION  OF  ST.  JOHN, 

BIBLE  STORIES  (Old  Testament). 

BIBLE  STORIES  (New  Tcslamcnl}. 

ST.  /AMES'S  GAZETTE.— "VUX^  the  lured  (en  hu  in  «.  My  been  UBUtRd 
'"'    ''«  LkhIu  ue  pzeienled  \a  dwdern  liLcaiy  furm  end  ere  fujnkhnl  wilh  Be  Inriv 
and  uoKet  ij  Frafcmr  Rii^hud  G  Mwlioo.    Tlie  ooih  an  fcholuir,  aud  it 

BIBLE  LESSONS.    By  Rev.  E.  A.  Abbott,  D.D.    Crown  8vo.    41.  6d. 
SIDE-LIGHTS  UPON  BIBLE  HISTORY.    By  Mrs.  Svdkbv  Boxtox. 

Iliusttaled.     Crown  Svo.      Ss. 
STORIES   FROM    THE    BIBLE.     By  Rev.  A.  J.   Chubch.     IUm- 

tiated.     Two  Series.     Crown  8*0.     31.  C>d.  eacb. 
BIBLICAL  QUOTATIONS  IN  OLD  ENGLISH  PROSE  WRITERS. 

By  Albciit  S.   Cook,  Ph.D.,   Rutgers  Professor  of  the  Eofliilt 

language  and  IJleralue  in  Yale  Universily.     Svo.  171.  Dd. 


i 


r4  MACMILUW  AND  CO.'S  ^^H 

Biblical  Bix^MTj—conimutd.  ^^H 

BIBLE    READINGS    SELECTED    FROM    THE    PENTATEUCS^H 
AND   THE   BOOK   OF   JOSHUA.      B;  Re*.  J.   A.  CUN^^H 

2ad  Edition.     Globe  Svo.     zs.  6d.  l^^l 

CHILDREN'S    TREASURY     OF    BIBLE      STORIES.     B7    l^^H 

H.  Gaskoin.    Pott  Svo.     IS.  «ch.     Part  I.  Old  Testament ;  ^^^| 

New  Testament ;  III.  Three  Apostles.  ~^H 

THE  NATIONS  AROUND  ISltAEL.   By  A.  Kearv.   Cr.  8to.   35.  6i 

VILLAGE  SERMONS.    By  Rev.  F.  J.  A.  Hort,  D.D.    Svo.    6s, 

This  Volume  contains  a  Series  of  Sermons  dealing  in  a  popular 
way  with  the  successive  Books  of  which  the  Bible  is  made  up. 
They  form  an  admirable  introduction  to  the  subject. 
HISTORY,  PROPHECY,  AND  THE  MONUMENTS,  ok,  ISRAEL 
AND  THE  NATIONS,  By  Prof.  J.  F.  M'Cuedy.  3  Vols. 
Svo.  (4s.  net  each.  Vol.  I.  To  the  Downfall  of  Samatia. 
Vol.11.  To  the  Fall  of  Nineveh.    Vol.  III.  Com plelLng  the  Work. 

AMERICAN  HISTORICAL  REVIEW.  — "'Sii  method  is  la  inltrwfaYe  the 
historio  of  the  connected  peoples  in  e4cli  period,  id  point  oul  Ibe  hislorical  prcmppai' 
itloiu  and  nonl  pnnci^ei  in  the  prophetic  writings  and  to  treat  the  »cul  conBtkuElon 
la  lepafate  lections.  This  melhod  hu  obvious  advaalages  in  the  bonds  of  a  eo^ieteni 
scholar  and  good  vHidt,  And  Is  employed  bj  Mr.  U  'Curdy  with  eiceUent  effect.  His 
pTUefltatian  of  the  mmteiia]  is  admirable  in  ■nangemcut ;  his  style,  thouEh  somewbal 
fornuil  and  Gibbonesqae,  is  clear  and  picturesque." 

TIMES.— "  K  learned  ttealise  cm  tiie  audent  bistaiy  of  the  Semitic  peDnles  as 
inleiineted  by  the  new  light  obtained  ^m  the  modern  study  of  ihetr  monumeDts. ' 

EXPOSITORY  rWiSi-.— ■■The  work  Ls  very  able  and  very  welcome.  .  .  .  Il  wiU 

A  CLASS.BOOK  OF  OLD  TESTAMENT  HISTORY.  By  Rev. 
Canon  Maci.eah.      With  Four  Maps.      Poll  Svo.      4s.  6d. 

A  CLASS-BOOK  OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  HISTORY.  Includ- 
ing ihe  connection  of  the  Old  and  New  Teslamenl.  By  the  same. 
PoU  Svo.     56.  6d. 

A  SHILLING  BOOK  OF  OLD  TESTAMENT  HISTORY.  By 
the  same.     Pott  Svo.     is. 

A  SHILLING  BOOK  OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  HISTORY.  By 
the  same.      Pott  Svo.      is. 

THE  BIBLE  FOR  HOME  READING.  Edited,  with  Commenls  and 
Reflections  for  the  use  of  Jewish  Parents  ami  Children,  by  C.  G. 
MONTKFioRE.  Part  I.  To  THE  Secowd  Visit  of  Nehbmiah  to 
Jerusalem,  znd  Edition.  Extra  Crown  Svo.  4s.  6d.  net. 
Part  II.  Containing  Selections  from  the  Wisdom  Literature,  the 
Prophets,  and  the  Psalter,  together  with  eittracts  from  the 
Apocrypha.  Extra  Crown  Svo.  5s.  6d.  net. 
JEWISH  CHRONICLE.— "-bYitix  remarlcable  woik  Mr.  Claude  Monlefiore  bu 

instructive,  and  alnon  "pinlul  Cr»'iise?w^"«^ll  long™a»  iTennob^ng 'lurk  ou 

•  new  era  may  dawn  in  the  ■mereil'So'mi  by  Jews  in  ihe°BIble.'  "°° 

THE   OLD  TESTAMENT 

SCRIPTURE    READINGS    FOR     SCHOOLS    AND    FAMILIES. 
C,  M.  VoNCiB.     Globe  Svo.     is,  6d.  each  ;  also  with  commeati. 
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3s.  6d.  each. — First  Series :  Genesis  to  Deuteronomy. — Second 

Series:  Joshua  to  Solomon. — Third  Series:  Kings  and  the 

Prophets. — Fourth  Series  :  The  Gospel  Times. — Fifth  Series  : 

Apostolic  Times. 

THE    DIVINE    LIBRARY    OF    THE  OLD    TESTAMENT.      Its 

Origin,  Preservation^  Inspiration,  and  Permanent  Value.     By  Rev. 

A,  F.  KiRKPATRiCK,  B.D.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  net. 

riMES. — "  An  eloquent  and  temperate  plea  for  the  critical  study  of  the  Scriptures." 
MANCHESTER  GtMJPi?/^^.—"  An  excellent  introduction  to  the  modern  view 
of  the  Old  Testament.  .  ^  .  The  learned  author  is  a  genuine  critic.  .  .  .  He  expounds 
clearly  what  has  been  recently  called  the  '  Analytic '  treatment  of  the  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  and  generally  adopts  its  results.  .  .  .  The  volume  is  admirably  suited  to 
fulfil  its  purpose  of  familiarising  the  minds  of  earnest  Bible  readers  with  the  work  which 
Biblical  criticism  is  now  doing. 

THE  DOCTRINE  OF  THE  PROPHETS.      Warburtonian  Lectures 

1 886- 1 890.     By  Rev.  A.  F.  Kirkpatrick,  B.D.     2nd  Edition. 

Crown  8vo.     6s. 

SCOTSMAN, — "  This  volume  gives  us  the  result  of  ripe  scholarship  and  competent 
learning  in  a  very  attractive  form.  It  is  written  simply,  clearly,  and  eloquently  ;  and  it 
invests  the  subject  of  which  it  treats  with  a  vivid  and  vital  interest  which  will  commend 
it  to  the  reader  of  general  intelligence,  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  more  especially 
occupied  with  such  studies." 

GLASGOW  HERALD,—"  Professor  Kirkpatrick's  book  will  be  found  of  great  value 
for  purposes  of  study.' 

BOOKMAN. — "As  a  summary  of  the  main  results  of  recent  investigation,  and  as  a 
thoughtful  appreciation  of  both  the  human  and  divine  sides  of  the  prophets'  work  and 
message,  it  is  worth  the  attention  of  all  Bible  students." 

THE     PATRIARCHS     AND     LAWGIVERS     OF      THE     OLD 
TESTAMENT.      By  Frederick  Denison  Maurice.      New 
•  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  PROPHETS  AND  KINGS  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 
By  the  same.     New  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  CANON  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT.  An  Essay  on  the 
Growth  and  Formation  of  the  Hebrew  Canon  of  Scripture.  By  The 
Right  Rev.  H.  E.  Ryle,  Bishop  of  Exeter.    2nd  Ed.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

This  edition  has  been  carefully  revised  throughout,  but  only  two  sub- 
stantial changes  have  been  found  necessary.  An  Appendix  has  been  added 
to  Chapter  IV.,  dealing  with  the  subject  of  the  Samaritan  version  of  the 
Pentateuch ;  and  Excursus  C  (dealing  with  the  Hebrew  Scriptures)  has  been 
completely  re-written  on  the  strength  of  valuable  material  kindly  supplied 
to  the  author  by  Dr.  Ginsburg. 

EXPOSITOR, — "  Scholars  are  indebted  to  Professor  Ryle  for  having  given  them  for 
the  first  time  a  complete  and  trustworthy  history  of  the  Old  Testament  Canon." 

EXPOSITORY  TIMES.— *' He  nghtly  claims  that  his  book  possesses  that  most 
Englbh  of  virtues — it  may  be  read  throughout.  .  .  .  An  extensive  and  minute  research 
lies  concealed  under  a  most  fresh  and  flexible  English  style." 

THE  MYTHS  OF  ISRAEL.  THE  ANCIENT  BOOK  OF  GENESIS. 
WITH  ANALYSIS  AND  EXPLANATION  OF  ITS  COM- 
POSITION. By  Amos  Kidder  Fiske,  Author  of  "  The  Jewish 
Scriptures,"  etc.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THE  EARLY  NARRATIVES  OF  GENESIS.  By  The  Right  Rev. 
H.  E.  Ryle,  Bishop  of  Exeter.     Cr.  8vo.     3s.  net 
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PIUL/J  AND  HOLY  SCRIPTURE,  OR  THE  QUOTATIONS  O^^H 

P1IILO  FKOH  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENG^H 

With  lotrad.  and  Hou«brBNbopH.E.RTU.  CcSmk    ioe.  Mt.  I 

la  the  piCKUt  •rsHi  the  Mteant  Iim  been  aide  id  taOco,  wiaagc  Is 

m4ci,  uid  far  (he  int  tioK  piiM  ■  Ml  alllhe  actaxl  oKUIiOK  fiow  ikc 

books  of  the  Old  TaUBOd  lo  be  load  b  FUIo'i  wnu^s.  aid  ■  fewol 

I 


.■pM*pbluc*.     For  the  potpnc  cf  pna^  «iaal  „ 

Di.  kjie  hM  added  fooutMa,  dca&ne  priacqallf  with  the  ten  of  na>^ 
qWUtioac  co^Hf  ed  rith  Ifaal  <if  (be  Scpuagint ;  and  in  the  inirodactkn 
nc  Iwa  endcaroarad  to  ei[dain  niflo's  aHitnde  towards  I^>^  Sct^iiiiii^ 
and  tbecbaiaclet  of  the  rariatiaas  of  hb  text  Iraii  that  of  the  SefNM^iBt. 

r/»rRS.——nm  book  «ia  tx  l«nd  Iv  sitdaa  u  be  a  v.  ->  b«£i1  ■■■■ylfm  ^ 
cowpaiHoa  (a  Iha  kamcd  Dr.  DttuUHnd  i  unpvluil  vork,  /*iiH  /iliMBl. 

Ike  Pantetendt — 

AN   HISTORICO-CKmCAL  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  ORIGIN 
AND   COMPOSITION   OF   THE   HEXATEL'CH   [PENTA- 
TEUCH AND  BOOK  OF  JOSHUA).     By  ProL  A.  Kuhwrn. 
Tranilated  bj  PhIijp  H.  WlcKSTtKD,  M.A     Svo.      14s. 
The  Pfffllffla — 

THE  PSALMS  CHRONO  LOGICALLY  ARRANGED.  An 
Amended  Veriion,  wilb  HiKorical  Introductiom  and  Explanatory 
Notei.     By  Four  Friends.     New  Edition.     Crown  8to.     55.  net. 

SJ'KCTATOS.^f' Ont  of  Ibl  moU  iiutructivE  and  Vllaable  books  thai  hu  beca 
publiiJxd  foi  miiny  yon.  U  ipvn  Ibe  FHlma  a  perfectly,  fixsh  KUini,  uld>  ■  new 
power  of  rilioB  ID  at  giudcil  poetrr  of  mlBre  ever  produced,  a  new  depth  of  1)riical 

fflbo>  ta  th«  poetry  of  national  Jor,  urrow^  hdJ  hope,  ajid  a  new  intecnt^  or  turjtttal 
It  IB  lilt  divine  mbjetl  of  ererjr  eJuoIiliDn  of  praise  and  every  irvocalion  tJ  want 
We  Kut*  given  but  iinpeifecl  iUuitnlioiu  of  ibe  new  beantj-  and  li^ht  which  lbs  tnns. 
lalorapflur  upon  ibe  moat  perfect  devotiDbal  p<rclry  of  any  day  ot  odtion,  and  whicblh^ 
puur  onlt  in  almoil  evei7  page,  by  the  Kholarbhifi  and  |>erfecE  laatc  with  which  ibeyhava 

GOLDEN    TREASURY     PSALTER.      The    Student's    Edidon. 

Being  an   Edition  with  briefer  Notes  of  "Tlie  Psalms  Cbrono- 

logiciilly  Attanged  by  Four  Friends."     Pott  Svo.     2s.  fid.  net. 
THE  PSALMS.     Willi  Introduclions  and  Critical  Notes.     By  A.  C. 

JEKNINOS,   M.A.,   and  W,   H.  LowE,  M.A.      In  a  vols,      and 

Edition.     Crown  Svo.      los.  6d.  each. 
THE  BOOIC  OK  PSALMS.     Edited  with  Comments  and  ReflcctioiB 

for  the  Use  of  Jewish  Patents  and  Cliildren.     By  C  G.  MOWTB- 

noiir.     Crown  Svo.     is,  net. 
laalah— 

ISAIAH   XI..— LXVI.      Willi  the  Shorter  Prophecies  alUcd  to  iL 

By  Matjhbw  Arnold.      Wilh  Notes.     Crown  Svo.      55. 
A  BIBLE- HEADING  YOK  SCHOOLS.     The  Great  Prophecy  of 

Israel's   Restoration   (Isaiah   xl.-lnvi.)      Arranged  and   Edited   for 

Voimg  Learners.     By  the  same.     4th  Edition.     Pott  Svo.      is. 
Zecharlah — 

THE    HEBREW    STUDENTS    COMMENTARY    ON    ZECH- 

AKlAH.HebtewuidLXX.   By  W.  H.  Lowe,  M.A.  Svo.  los.  6d. 
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THE  AKHMIM  FRAGMENT  OF  THE  APOCRYPHAL 
GOSPEL  OF  ST.  PETER.  By  H.  B.  Swete,  D.D.  8vo.  55.  net. 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  DOCTRINE  IN  THE  NEW  TESTA- 
MENT :  The  Bampton  Lectures,  1864.  By  Thomas  Dehany 
Bernard,  M.A.     Fifth  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

HANDBOOK  TO  THE  TEXTUAL  CRITICISM  OF  NEW 
TESTAMENT.  By  F.  G.  Ken  yon,  D.Litt,  Assistant  Keeper 
of  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum.     8vo.      los.  net. 

THE  RISE  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT.     By  David  Saville 

MuzzEY,  B.D.     Fcap.  8va     Ss. 
Immanuel  Kant. — "  The  Rise  of  the  Bible  as  the  people's  book  is  the  greatest 
blessing  that  the  human  race  has  ever  experienced." 

THE  SOTERIOLOGY  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT.     By  W. 

P.  Du  BOSE,  M.A.     Crown  8vo.     7s.  6d. 
THE  MESSAGES  OF  THE  BOOKS.     Being  Discourses  and  Notes 

on  the  Books  of  the  New  Testament    By  Dean  Farrar.   8vo.    14s. 
ON  A  FRESH  REVISION  OF  THE  ENGLISH  NEW  TESTA- 

MENT.    With  an  Appendix  on  the  last  Petition  of  the  Lord's 

Prayer.     By  Bishop  Lightfoot.    Crown  8vo.     7s.  6d. 
DISSERTATIONS  ON  THE  APOSTOLIC   AGE.      By  Bishop 

Lightfoot.     8vo.     14s. 
BIBLICAL  ESSAYS.    By  Bishop  Lightfoot.    8vo.     12s. 
THE  UNITY  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT.    By  F.  D.  Maurice. 

2nd  Edition.     2  vols.     Crown  8vo.     12s. 
A  GENERAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  CANON 

OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  DURING  THE  FIRST  FOUR 

CENTURIES.     By  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Westcott.     7th  Edition. 

Crown  8vo.     los.  6d. 
THE  STUDENTS  LIFE  OF  JESUS.     By  G.  H.  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 

Crown  8vo.     5s.  net. 
THE  STUDENT'S  LIFE  OF  PAUL.     By  G.  H.  Gilbert,  Ph.D. 

Crown  8vo.     5s.  net. 
THE  REVELATION  OF  JESUS  :  A  Study  of  the  Primary  Sources 

of  Christianity.    By  G.  H.  Gilbert,  Ph.D.    Crown  8vo.     5s.  net. 
THE  FIRST  INTERPRETERS  OF  JESUS.    By  G.  H.  Gilbert, 

Ph.D.     Crown  8vo.     5s.  net. 
NEW     TESTAMENT    HANDBOOKS.        Edited    by    Shailer 

Mathews,  Professor  of  New  Test.  Hist,  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 

A  HISTORY  OF  NEW  TESTAMENT  TIMES  IN  PALES- 
TINE (175  B.C.-70  A.D.).  By  Shailer  Mathews,  A.M. 
Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  TEXTUAL  CRITICISM  OF  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT.  By  Marvin  R.  Vincent,  D.D. 
Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  BIBLICAL  THEOLOGY  OF  THE  NEW  TESTA- 
MENT.    By  Ezra  P.  Gould,  D.D.     Crown  8vo.     3s,  6d. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  HIGHER  CRITICISM  OF  THE 
NEW  TESTAMENT.     By  Prof.  H.  S.  Nash.     3s.  6d. 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT.  By 
B.  W.  Bacon,  D.D.    Grown  8vo,    3s.  6d. 
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THE  TEACHINU  OF  JESUS.     By  G.  B.  Stevens,  D.D.    Ctown- 

Svo.  33.  6d. 
THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  IN  THE  ORiGIN.U.  GREEK.  The 
Text  revised  by  Bishop  Westcoit,  D.D.,  and  Prof,  F.  J.  A, 
HoRT,  D.D.  a  vols.  Crown  Svo.  los.  6d.  each.— VoL  I. 
Text ;  II.  Intioduction  and  Appendix. 

Library  Edition.    Svo.     ids.  neL      \Text  in  Macmillan  Greek  Type. 
School  Edition,     izmo,  cloth,  4s.  6d.  i  loao,  5a.  6d. ;  morocco, 
6s.  6d,  ;  India  Paper  Edition,  limp  calf,  75.  6<i.  net, 
GREEK-ENGLISH  LEXICON  TO  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 
By  \V.  J,  HtCKlE,  M.A.      Poll  Svo.      3s. 
ACADEMY— "^B  can  cordiAlly  ncommcnd   lliis  a  >  very  handy  lilUe  volunu 
CDmptied  on  Kound  principles-'' 

GRAMMAR   OF   NEW   TESTAMENT   GREEK.      By  Prof.   F. 

Blass,  UnivenilyorHalle.    Auth,  English  Trans.    Svo.     14s,  net. 

TIMES.—"  Will  probably  bMomc  the  Haodaid  book  of  reference  lor  IboH 

ivha  Enter  upon  minute  Enntmaucnl  aludy  of  ihelanguoEc  of  the  Mew  Tcsibzd' 

THE  GOSPELS- 
PHILOLOGY  OF  THE  GOSPELS.     By  Prof.  F.  Blass. 
Svo.     4B.  6d.  net. 
GUARDIAN.— "Oatiix  wbole,  Piafssor  Bl^'>  new  book  »ems  to  ni 

Mmj  of  thoujht  (n  My  serions  Etudm't" 

THE  SYRO-LATIN  TEXT  OF  THE  GOSPELS. 

Fkederic  Henrv  Chase,  D.D.     Sva     7s.  6d.  net. 
The  sequel  of  an  essay  by  Dr.  Chase  on  the  old  Syiiai;  element  ii 
lext  of  Codex  Beiae, 

r/ATfiJ'.—"  An  impoitiuit  and  acholaily  contrihmion  10  New  Testament  crilidim,' 
THE  COMMON  TRADITION  OF  THE  SYNOPTIC  GOSPELS, 
in  the  Text  of  the  Revised  Version.     By  Rev.  E,  A.  ABBOTT  and 
W.  G.  RtisHBBooKB,     Crown  Svo,     3s.  6d. 
SYNOPTICON  :  An  Exposition  of  the  Common  Matter  of  the  Synop- 
tic Gospek,    By  W.  G.  RusHBROOKE.     Printed  in  Colours,      4ta 
35s,  net.      Indispensable  to  a.  Theological  Student. 
A  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  GOSPELS  IN  GREEK  AFTER  THE 
WESTCOTT  AND  HOKT  TEXT.    By  Rev.  Arthur  Wrigut, 
M,A.     Demy  4to.     65.net. 
"  Every  iuch  effort  calli  Bltcntien  to  facti  wbicb  must  Dnt  be  aveiloaked,  but  yet  la 

invcEtigaiionapait  from  theories.  "—Picf.  A.  Robinson  SI  ChutchCanBrres3,6Fsd[onl,iagS. 

THE   COMPOSITION   OF   THE  FOUR  GOSPELa     By   Rev. 

Author  Weight,     Crown  8vo,     5s. 

CAMBRIDGE  A'£K/£tf'.— "The  wonderful  farce  and  fnahnea  which  we  find  on 

every  page  of  the  book.     There  \i  no  sign  of  hastineas.    All  seems  lo  he  the  outcome  of 

fan  of  icverent  thought,  Kpw  htougbl  to  light  in  the  cleeieji,  most  le llmE  way.  ,  .  . 
he  bonli  will  hardly  go  unchallenged  by  the  different  schools  of  thoUEhl,  but  all  will 

INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF  THE  FOUR  GOSPELS, 
By  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Westcott,     8th  Ed.     Or.  Svo.     iob.  64 

FOUR  LECTURES  ON  THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  THE 
GOSPELS,  By  the  Rev,  J.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.A.,  Rector  of 
Stock  Gaylard,  Dorset,     down  Svo.     35,  net. 
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THE  LEADING  IDEAS  OF  THE  GOSPELS.  By  W.  Alex- 
ander, D.D.  Oxon.,  LL.D.  Dublin,  D.C.L.  Oxon.,  Archbishop  of 
Armagh,  and  Lord  Primate  of  All  Ireland.  New  Edition,  Revised 
and  Enlarged.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

BRITISH  WEEKLY,— ""Rt^U  a  new  book.  It  sets  before  the  reader  with 
delicacy  of  thought  and  felicity  of  langnage  the  dbtinguishing  characteristics  of  the 
several  gospels.  It  is  delightful  reading.  .  .  .  Religious  literature  does  not  often 
furnish  a  book  which  mav  so  confidently  be  recommended." 

TWO  LECTURES  ON  THE  GOSPELS.  By  F.  Crawford 
BuRKiTT,  M.A.     Crown  8vo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Gk>8pel  of  St.  Matthew — 

THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  ST.  MATTHEW.  Greek  Text 
as  Revised  by  Bishop  Westcott  and  Dr.  Hort.  With  Intro- 
duction and  Notes  by  Rev.  A.  Sloman,  M.A.    Fcap.  8vo.    2s.  6d. 

MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN.—"  It  is  sound  and  helpful,  and  the  brief  introduc- 
tion on  Hellenistic  Greek  is  particularly  good." 

Gospel  of  St.  Maxk — 

THE   GREEK   TEXT.      With   Introduction,  Notes,  and   Indices. 
By  Rev.   H.    B.   Swete,   D.D.,    Regius   Professor   of  Divinity 
in  the  University  of  Cambridge.     8vo.      1 5s. 
TIMES. — "  A  learned  and  scholarly  performance,  up  to  date  with  the  most  recent 
advances  in  New  Testament  criticism." 

THE  EARLIEST  GOSPEL.  A  Historico-Critical  Commentary  on 
the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark,  with  Text,  Translation,  and  In- 
troduction. By  Allan  Menzies,  Professor  of  Divinity  and  Biblical 
Criticism,  St.  Mary's  College,  St.  Andrews.     8vo.     8s.  6d.  net. 

SCHOOL  READINGS  IN  THE  GREEK  TESTAMENT. 
Being  the  Outlines  of  the  Life  of  our  Lord  as  given  by  St.  Mark,  with 
additions  from  the  Text  of  the  other  Evangelists.  Edited,  with  Notes 
and  Vocabulary,  by  Rev.  A.  Calvert,  M.A.    Fcap.  Svo.    2s.  6d. 

Gospel  of  St.  Luke — 

THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  ST.  LUKE.     The  Greek  Text 

as  Revised  by  Bishop  Westcott  and  Dr.  Hort.  With  Introduction 

and  Notes  by  Rev.  J.  Bond,  M.A,     Fcap.  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

GLASGOW  HEX  A  L£>.— "The  notes  are  short  and  crisp— suggestive  rather  than 
exhaustive." 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN.  A  Course 
of  Lectures  on  the  Gospel  of  St  Luke.  By  F.  D.  Maurice, 
Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  GOSPEL  ACCORDING  TO  ST.  LUKE  IN  GREEK, 
AFTER  THE  WESTCOTT  AND  HORT  TEXT.  Edited, 
with  Parallels,  Illustrations,  Various  Readings,  and  Notes,  by  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Wright,  M.A.     Demy  4to.     7s.  6d.  net. 

ST.  LUKE  THE  PROPHET.  By  Edward  Carus  Selwyn,  D.D. 
Gospel  of  St.  John —  [Crown  Svo.     Ss.  6d.  net 

THE  CENTRAL  TEACHING  OF  CHRIST.  Being  a  Study  and 
Exposition  of  St.  John,  Chapters  XIIL  to  XVII.  By  Rev.  Canon 
Bernard,  M.A.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 
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Gospel  of  Sfe.  John. — si 

ZJ[PC^:T::R  T  r:JfSS.—  *  t:^mxB  .ajeuayehare  Tad  an  ^pimiBf  by  tea 
ouzxv  ail  uie  ^reoiesc  ^scposuor  imz^     3ar  Caxm  H«rnazd*s -vocK  is  scdl  die  work  diac 
«iil  •o^  aie  m-"-"^"  3Bas.  * 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  ST.  'C-KN.    3y F.  D.  Machiol  Cndms,   jsl 6iL 

THE  ACTS  GF  THB  AP06TLSSL       

ADDELESSES  ON  THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.  By 
the  'jai&  A2CHBX5HCP  Bsrfsoif.  Wicfi  an  Imzcxixictiaii  by 
Atkuns.  Z'tizsz^  of  Bkdfqrd.     Saner  Royal  Sva.     zis.  net 

THE  CREZCBIUTY  OF  THE  BOOK!  OF  *THE  ACTS  OF 
THE  APOSTLES.  Berng  ±e  Ffnfsrrn  Lectures  mr  igoo^i. 
By  ±B  Rev.  Dr.  Ch.^sb.  Presdeat  of  Qnerrr's  Coilegey  CamhrfffgR. 
Crawn  3vt3.      d&. 

THE  OLD  SYRIAC  FT  iTvnnrr  ES  THE  TEXT  OF  THE 
CODEX  BEZAE.     Bv  F.  H.  Chask.  3.D.     *ril     7s.  &L  ne!^ 

THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES  Di  GREEK  AXD  ENGLISH. 
With  Notes  by  Rer.  F.  B^sdajll^  M.A.     Cc.  Svo.     d& 
S^  I'L  tt.^^?"  StJiy LM.it^ .  — — **  ju^  SuBodBu  3as  ^vut  ss  x.  ^Ezy '— ^''  as  vol  as  & 

cU.  wiicei,  and.  die  scnceac  sblT  eacn  x  ^xxi  imi  tiuiu  sis  ooiHiiicimi.v.'* 

THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES^     By  F.  Dl  Maitmci.     Cc 

Sva.     3^  6d. 
THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.     Bejng  the  Gfcek  Test  s 

Eleviscd  by  Bisusp  ^hstodtt  and  Dt  Hqrx.     With  Ecplanatogy 

Notes  by  T.  E.  Paiik.  M-A.     F-cap.  Sva.     jsl  od. 
ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES.     T!ie  Amhonsed  V^xsxm^  witii  IntHv 

dizcnca   and   Ncces*   by  T.    E.    Pai^    M.A.,  and   Rer.  A.    S. 

W.i_i?aLK,  i'LA.     FdD.  3va.     2s.  wL 

5i7/r'JirJr"  .T~ZL£jr-l  ?'. — '*'  3fc.  Page  5  Xotes  m  sie  'Jreek  Text  at  the  Acts  are  'cry 
well  -cnown.  inri  are  ierrdetSy  schoiany  and  mdiTidnai.  .  .  .  Mr.  ?a^  has  wtiujea  on 
■ntramcrrt-'n  wnicx  is  irrel  scaojar-v.  xnu  siu^esdve. 

THE  CHXTRCH  of  THE  FIRST  DAYS.  Thx  QmracEL  of 
JaarSxtLXic.  Thx  Cht^ch  of  thh  Gsttetue.  Ths  Chitick 
OF  THX  WoanD.  Lecrares  on  the  Acs  at  tine  Apostles.  By 
VsTT  Rer.  C-  J.  VAr«THJL:c.     Crown  Sva.      rc&.  od^ 

THE  EPISTLES  of  SIl  Paixl — 

5T.  PAULS  EPISTLE  TO  THE  ROMANS.  T^e  Greek  Text, 
with  Ea^iisa  Ncr-s.  3y  Very  EIst.  C  J.  VArGHA^r.  Jth.  EiTitiotu 
Crown  Svo.      ^  cd. 

ST.   PAUL'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  ROMAN'S.      A  New  Transfa- 

-icu  by  Rer.  W.  G.  Rtthzrfc  eld.     Svc.      3s.  od.  net. 

PTLC  T.  — ■'  Small  as  the  Tcimne  is.  -t  bas  ▼err  Tmrri  'xs  ^ay.  icr  roly  tD  protessed 

iCiiienrs  31'  :he  Xe-w  T^scamenr.  ":nit  aiso  oo  die  Jirniini  y  rtiiier  jf  titc  3iute.  .  .  .  Tbe 

37— nan  -vhc  juys  :ae  beck.  ttuI  be  zrarsnii  aa  ane  -vtxa  beirs  b:ni  . :  ^eaiisc  diac  this  p<ar- 

jiexing  Episde  '  -ivas  sacs  x  piain  IfTrrr  .'.anLnaeti  wren  a  ratrme  voich  purni  ohsi  ongfir 

PROLEi^jMENA    TO    ST.    PAUL'S     Erl^TLES    TO    THE 

RC  iL\NS  ANHD  THE  EFHESLAN'S.     By  Rer.  F.  J.  A.  Horr. 

Cnwn  3vc     as. 

Dr.  ^A^cz:^^  Lens  in  die  S^mkmaau — '*  Anything  iam  dte  pen  of  C*r.  Hart »  ^nre  to 

be  infhraxaci've  and  ^oc^estrwE.  and  die  pic^cac  pnbilcatfon  bears  his  Tiark-  .  .  .    rTieie 

is  an  air  -sf  aiiginaiit?  abonc  the  wiioie  iiscasaun  :  die  ixfficaicfes  are  :3miiiilY  ^^-^X^  ami 


THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGUE  ii 

The  Epistles  of  St.  Paul — continued, 

TIMES, — "Will  be  welcomed  by  .all  theologians  as  'an  invaluable  contribution  to  the 
study  of  those  Epistles'  as  the  editor  of  the  volume  justly  calls  it. 

DAILY  CHRONICLE. — "The  lectures  arc  an  important  contribution  to  the  study 
of  the  famous  Epistles  of  which  they  treat." 

THE    EPISTLE    TO   THE   GALATIANS.       An   Essay   on   its 

Destination  and  Date.     By  E.  H.  Askwith,  M.A.     Crown  8vo. 

3s.  6d.  net. 
ST.   PAUL'S    EPISTLE   TO   THE   GALATIANS.     A   Revised 

Text,   with  Introduction,   Notes,  and  Dissertations.     By  Bishop 

LiGHTFOOT.     loth  Edition.     8vo.     12s. 
ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  EPHESIANS.     Greek  Text, 

with  Introduction  and  Notes.    By  Canon  J.  Armitage  Robinson. 

8vo.  [/« the  Press, 

ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS.     A   Revised 

Text,  with  Introduction,  Notes,  and  Dissertations.       By  Bishop 

LiGHTFOOT.     9th  Edition.     Svo.      12s. 
ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  PHILIPPIANS.     With  transla- 

tion.  Paraphrase,  and  Notes  for  English  Readers.     By  Very  Rev. 

C.  J.  Vaughan.     Crown  Svo.     5s. 
ST.    PAUL'S   EPISTLES   TO  THE  COLOSSIANS   AND    TO 

PHILEMON.      A  Revised  Text,   with  Introductions,  eta     By 

Bishop  LiGHTFOOT.     9th  Edition.     Svo.     12s. 
THE    EPISTLE    TO    THE    COLQSSIANS.     Analysis  and  Ex- 
amination Notes.    By  Rev.  G.  W.  Garrod.    Crown  Svo.     3s.  net, 
AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  THESSALONIAN  EPISTLES. 

By  E.  H.  Askwith,  B.D.,  Chaplain  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

Crown  Svo.     4s.  net. 
THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.     With 

Analysis  and  Notes  by  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Garrod,  B.A.     Crown 

Svo.     2s.  6d.  net. 
THE  SECOND  EPISTLE  TO  THE  THESSALONIANS.     With 

Analysis  and  Notes  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Garrod.    Cr,  Svo.    2s.  6d.  net. 
THE  EPISTLES  OF  ST.  PAUL  TO  THE  EPHESIANS,  THE 

COLOSSIANS,  AND  PHILEMON.     With  Introductions  and 

Notes.     By  Rev.  J.  Ll.  Davies.     2nd  Edition.     Svo.     7s.  6d. 
THE  EPISTLES  OF  ST.  PAUL.    For  English  Readers.   Part  I.  con- 

taining  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians.     By  Very  Rev.  C. 

J.  Vaughan.     2nd  Edition.     Svo.     Sewed,     is.  6d. 
NOTES  ON  EPISTLES  OF  ST.  PAUL  FROM  UNPUBLISHED 

COMMENTARIES.     By   the  late  J.    B.    Lightfoot,    D.D., 

D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham.     Svo.      12s. 
THE  LETTERS   OF    ST.    PAUL    TO    SEVEN   CHURCHES 

AND  THREE  FRIENDS.     Translated  by  Arthur  S.  Way, 

M.A.     Crown  Svo.     5s.  net. 

The  Epistles  of  St.  Peter— - 

THE  FIRST  EPISTLE  OF  ST.  PETER,  L  i  to  II.  1 7.  The  Greek 
Text,  with  Introductory  Lecture,  Commentary,  and  additional 
Notes.    By  the  late  F.  J.  A.  Hort,^  D.  D.  y  D.  C.  L. ,  LL.  D.  Svo.  6s.. 
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THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGUE  13 

The  Book  of  Revelations — 

THE  APOCALYPSE.  A  Study.  By  the  late  Archbishop  Ben- 
son.    8vo.     8s.  6d.  net. 

LECTURES    ON    THE    APOCALYPSE.      By    Rev.    Prof.     W. 

MiLLiGAN.     Crown  8vo.     5s. 
DISCUSSIONS  ON  THE  APOCALYPSE.  By  the  same.  Cr.  8vo.  55. 

SCOTSMAN. — "These  discussions  give  aui  interesting  and  valuable  account  and 
criticism  of  the  present  state  of  theologiou  opinion  and  research  in  connection  with  their 
subject." 

SCOTTISH  GUARDIAN.—''  The  great  merit  of  the  book  is  the  patient  and  skilful 
way  in  which  it  has  brought  the  whole  discussion  down  to  the  present  day.  .  .  .  The 
result  is  a  volume  which  many  will  value  highly,  and  which  will  not,  we  think,  soon  be 
superseded." 

LECTURES  ON  THE  REVELATION  OF  ST.  JOHN.  By  Very 
Rev.  C.  J.  Vaughan.     5th  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     los.  6d. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  PROPHETS  AND  THE  PROPHETIC 
APOCALYPSE.  By  Edward  Carus  Selwyn,  D.D.  Crown 
8vo.     6s.  net. 

THE  BIBLE  WORD-BOOK.  By  W.  Alois  Wright,  LittD., 
LL.D.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     7s.  6d. 


(tbriatlan  (tburcb,  Iblstori?  of  tbe 

dieetham  (Archdeacon).— A  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  DURING  THE  FIRST  SIX  CENTURIES.     Cr. 

8vo.      I  OS.  6d. 

TIMES. — "  A  brief  but  authoritative  stunmary  of  early  ecclesiastical  history." 
GLASCOIV  HERALD, — "  Particularly  clear  in  its  exposition,  systematic  in  its  dis- 

position  and  development,  and  as  light  and  attractive  in  style  as  could  reasonably  be 

expected  from  the  nature  of  the  subject." 

Gwatkin(H.M.)— SELECTIONS  FROM  EARLY  WRITERS 
Illustrative  of  Church  History  to  the  Time  of  Constantine.  2nd 
Edition.     Revised  and  Enlarged.     Cr.  8vo.     4s.  6d.  net. 

To  this  edition  have  been  prefixed  short  accounts  of  the  writers 
from  whom  the  passages  are  selected. 

Hardwick  (Archdeacon).— A  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH.  Middle  Age.  Ed.  by  Bishop  Stubbs.  Cr.  8vo.  los.  6d. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  DURING  THE 

REFORMATION.  Revised  by  Bishop  Stubbs.  Cr.  8vo.   los.  6d. 

Hort  (Dr.  F.  J.  A.)— TWO  DISSERTATIONS.  I.  On 
MONOFBNHS  GEOS  in  Scripture  and  Tradition.  II.  On  the 
'' Constantinopolitan "  Creed  and  other  Eastern  Creeds  of  the 
Fourth  Century.     8vo.     7s.  6d. 

JUDAISTIC  CHRISTIANITY.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  ECCLESIA.      A  Course  of  Lectures  on  the 

Early  History  and  Early  Conceptions  of  the  Ecclesia,  and  Four 

Sermons.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

C 


MACMILI.AN  AND  CO.'S 


By    Rev.    J.    C.    P.l 


Krilger    (Dr.     G.)  — HISTORY     OF     EARLY     CHRISTIA] 

LITERATURE  IN  THE  FIRST  THREE  CENTURIES.     ~ 

8to.     8s.  6d,  net 
Lowrie  (W.)— HANDBOOK  TO  THE   MONUMENTS   OF 

THE  EARLY  CHURCH,     Crown  8vq.      ios.  6d. 
Simpson  (W.)— AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.     Fcap.  Svo.     js.  6d. 
(Prof.)  — OUTLINES     OF     CHURCH     HISTORY. 

Translaled  by  Miss  Mav  SiMCLArR,      With  a  Preface  by  Prof.  H. 
M.  GWATKIN,  M.A.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
Afjtl^CNXSrEJl  GUARDfA!f.—"\t  fiilly  deswves  lh=  praise  civen  lo  it  by  Pro- 
raio!  Gwatl<in  (»ho  contrihuW!  o  ptebce  to  Ihi.  tianslaiioo)  rf being  ^  nei.htr  s  muen 

1  view  of  [he  whoLevut  field  of  eccleaa^tical  hiBlny." 

Tanglian  (Very  Rev.  C.  J.,  Dean  of  Llandaff).— THE  CHURCH 
OF  THE  FIRST  DAYS.  The  Chdrch  OF  Ji 
Church  of  the  Gentilbs.  The  Chdrck  op  th«  Woklb^ 
Crown  Svo.      los,  6d. 

^be  Cburcb  of  jenfilan& 

OatecMam  of — 

CATECHISM    AND    CONFIRMATION. 

Aldous.     PoH  Svo.      is.  nel. 
THOSE  HOLY  MYSTERIES.     By  Rev.  J.  C.  P.  Aldous. 

8vo.      ts.  net. 
A  CLASS-BOOK  OF  THE  CATECHISM  OF  THE  CHURCH"! 

OF  ENGLAND.     By  Rev.  Canon  Maclear. 
A    FIRST   CLASS-BOOK   OF    THE   CATECHISM   OF   THE 

CHURCH  OF   ENGL.'VND,   wilh   Scripture   Froofe  for  luoior 

Classes  and  Schools.      By  Ihe  same.      Poll  Svo.      6d. 
THE   ORDER   OF  CONFIRMATION,  vfith   Prayera  and  Devo- 

lEons.     By  the  Rev.  Canon  Macj.ear,     jamo.     6d. 
NOTES    FOR    LECTURES    ON    CONFIRMATION.      By   the 

Rev.  C.  J.  Vaughan,  D.D.     Polt  Svo.     is.  6d. 
THE   BAPTISMAL   OFFICE   AND   THE  ORDER   OF   CON. 

FIRMATION.     By  the  Rev.  T.  Procter  and  the  Rev.  Canon 

Maclear.     Polt  Svo.     6d. 
DiseBtabliBhrnent — 

DISESTABLISHMENT  AND  DISENDOWMENT.      What   ue 

they?    By  Ptof.  E.  A.  Freeman.    4ih  Edition.     Crown  Svo.    is. 
A  DEFENCE  OF  THE   CHURCH   OF  ENGLAND  AGAINST 

DISESTABLISHMENT.     By  Roundbll,  Earl  of  Seleornb. 

Crown  Svo.     as.  6d. 
ANCIENT  FACTS  &  FICTIONS  CONCERNING  CHURCHES 

AND  TITHES.   By  Ihc  same,   and  Edition,   Crovra  Svo.   7s.  6d. 
A  HANDBOOK  ON  WELSH  CHURCH  DEFENCE      By  the 

Bishop  or  St.  Asafu.     3rd  Edition.     Fcap.  Svo.     Sewed,  Gd, 


* 
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Dissent  in  its  Relation  to — 

DISSENT  IN  ITS  RELATION  TO  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENG- 
LAND.  By  Rev.  G.  H.  Curteis.  Bampton  Lectures  for  187 1. 
Crown  8vo.     7s.  6d. 

History  of— 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND.  Edited  by 
the  Dean  of  Winchester.     In  Seven  Volumes. 

Vol.  I.  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND 
PRIOR  TO  THE  NORMAN  CONQUEST.  By  the  Rev.  W. 
Hunt,  M.A.     Cr,  8vo.     7s.  6d.  [Ready, 

Vol.  IL  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  FROM  THE  NOR- 
MAN CONQUEST  TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  THIR- 
TEENTH CENTURY.  By  the  Dean  of  Winchester. 
Cr.  8vo.     7s.  6d.  [Ready. 

Vol.  III.  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  IN  THE  FOUR- 
TEENTfl  AND  FIFTEENTH  CENTURIES  (1372-1486). 
By  the  Rev.  Canon  Capes,  sometime  Reader  of  Ancient 
History  in  the  University  of  Oxford.     7s.  6d.  [Ready. 

Vol.  IV.  THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  IN  THE  SIX- 
TEENTH CENTURY,  FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF 
HENRY  VIII.  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  MARY.  By  James 
Gairdnbr,  C.B.,  LL.D.     7s.  6d.  [Ready, 

In  Preparation. 
Vol.  V.     THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  IN  THE  REIGNS  OF 
ELIZABETH  AND  JAMES  I.     By  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Frere. 
Vol.  VL     THE  ENGLISH  CHURCH  FROM  THE  ACCES- 
SION OF  CHARLES  L  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  ANNE. 
By  the   Rev.  W.  H.  HuTTON,  B.D.,  Fellow  of  St.  John's 
College,  Oxford. 
Vol.     VIL        THE     ENGLISH      CHURCH      IN     THE 
EIGHTEENTH    CENTURY.        By     the     Rev.     Canon 
Overton,  D.D. 
THE  STATE  AND   THE  CHURCH.      By  the  Hon.  Arthur 

Elliot.     New  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     2s.  6d. 
DOCUMENTS    ILLUSTRATIVE    OF    ENGLISH    CHURCH 
HISTORY.     Compiled  from  Original  Sources  by  Henry  Gee, 
B.D.,  F.S.A.,  and  W.  J.  Hardy,  F.S.A.     Cr.  8vo.      los.  6d. 

ENGLISH  HISTORICAL  REVIEW.-^''  Will  be  welcomed  alike  by  students  and 
fay  a  much  wider  circle  of  readers  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Church  of  England. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  latter  all  the  Latin  pieces  have  been  translated  into  English.  .  .  . 
It  fully  deserves  the  hearty  impriniatur  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  prefixed  to  it." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE.— ^*  Students  of  the  English  Constitution  as  well  as  students 
of  Church  History  will  find  this  volume  a  valuable  aid  to  their  researches." 

SCOTTISH  GUARDIAN. — "There  is  no  book  in  existence  that  contains  so  much 
original  material  likely  to  prove  valuable  to  those  who  wish  to  investigate  ritual  or 
historical  questions  affecting  the  English  Church." 

Holy  Commanion — 

THE  COMMUNION  SERVICE  FROM  THE  BOOK  OF 
COMMON  PRAYER,  with  Select  Readings  from  the  Writings 
of  the  Rev.  F.  D.  Maurice.  Edited  by  Bishop  Colenso.  6th 
Edition.      i6mo.     2s.  6d. 

FIRST  COMMUNION,  with  Prayers  and  Devotions  for  the  newly 
Confirmed.     By  Rev.  Canon  Maclear.     32mo.     6d. 


rMACMILLAN  AND  CO.'S  ^^^^^H 

Uoly  Commmaan—ironfiimf/i.  ^^^H 

A  MASL'AL  OF  INSTRUCTION  FOR  CONFIRMATION  AHj^^H 
FIRST  COMMUNION,  wlh  Prayers  and  DpvaCions.  By  I^^^H 
ntme.     33mi>.     25.  ^^^H 

Liturgy —  ^^H 

A  COMPANION  TO  THE  LECTIONAR\'.  By  Rev.  VI.  Benkai^I^B 
B.D.     Crown  Svo.     4^  6d.  ^^1 

»AN    INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   CREEDS.      By   Rev.   Canon 
Macucar.     PotI  8vo.     3s.  6d. 
CffUKCfTQUAR  TERLV  REVtEW.—"  llr.  Madeiri  leit-boolw  of  Bible  hiilgrj' 
IntrrdiKtilm  la  llu  Cnt^,  which  »c  dn  not  benlate  10  call  jdmiiahli!.     The  book 

Ehe  twelve  artid»  of  the  CTTcd  exUndirE  (o  page  T99,  An  BppeadlK  caniaining  the  l«xt« 
ofa  conskl«rBbl«  rmniber  of  CnecU,  and  lasd;r«  thne  indicQ  ivbic^,  u  ^  as  wc  have 

thai  Ihc  bool:  ba.-^  been  ttud  wllh  greal  HttwiEaKC  in  oidinary  pvochial  wdHe." 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  ARTICLES  OF  THE 
CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND.  By  Rev.  G.  F.  Maclear,  D.D.. 
and  Rev.  W.  W.  Williams.     Crown  Svo.      los.  fid. 

The  Bishop  op  SALISIITIT  al  ihe  Church  Coa^iss,  spdke  or  this  ai  "  a  boolc  which 
ST.yAME^s'(;AZBTTE.—''Thas\os<olaairnaa>Aaiiix^^na  find  thb  com- 

^"q^Asi^iyHERALDX^ K  va!i»W8%ddilion  10  the  well-koowB  suiei  of  Theo- 
CMURCH  75!i/£S-.— ■•^Ti(«^o  m'in  any  way  respondWe  fcr  Ihe  unininv  of 

■oth'll^^SadM''ofhi»™llS^lMr. 'milbn.s.hMj"uap*^hihed."    "'■"'■ 

NEW  HISTORY  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  COMMON  PRAYER. 
With  a  rationale  of  its  Offices  on  the  liasis  of  the  former  Worlt  by 
Francis  Procter,  M.A.  Revised  and  re-written  by  Walter 
Howard  Feere,  M.A.,  Priest  of  the  Community  of  Ihe  Resur- 
rection.    Crown  Svo.     us.  fid.  ^B 

AN  ELEMENTARY  INTROnUCTION  TO  THE  BOOK  On 
COMMON  PRAYER.  By  Rev.  F.  Procter  nnd  Rev.  Canc^ 
Maci.ear.     Pott  Svo.     as.  6d.  ■ 

THE  ELIZABETHAN  PRAYER-BOOK  AND  ORNAMENTa|l 
With   an   Appendix   of   Documents.       By   Henrv   Gee,   D.D.'l 

TWELVE  DISCOURSES  ON  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED  WITH  I 
THE  LITURGY  AND  WORSHIP  OF  THE  CHURCH  OO 
ENGLAND.  By  Very  Rev.  C.  J.  Vaughan.  4th  Eililirqfl 
Kcap.  Svo.     6s.  4 

Historical  and  Biographical —  ■ 

THE   ECCLESIASTICAL    EXPANSION    OF   ENGLAND    IMI 
THE    GROWTH    OF    THE    ANGLICAN    COMMUNION, 
Hulsean  Lectures,  1894-95.     %  Alfred  Barry,  D.D.,  D.C.L., 
formerly  Bishop  of  Sj'iney  and  Primale  of  Australia  arid  Tasmania. 
Crown  Svo.      6s- 
The  author's  preface  says;  "The  one  object  of  these  lectures— delivered 
on  Ihe  Hulsean  Foiindilion  in  1894-95— 's  to  make  some  slight  conlribu- 
lion  to  that  awakening  of  interest  in  the  extraordinary  religious  niisMoo  oF 
England  which  seems  nappily  characteristic  of  the  present  tj 
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Historical  and  Biographical — continued, 

DAIL  Y  NEWS. — "  These  lectures  are  particularly  interesting  as  containing  the  case 
for  the  Christian  missions  at  a  time  when  there  is  a  disposition  to  attack  them  in  some 
quarters." 

LIVES  OF  THE  ARCHBISHOPS  OF  CANTERBURY.  From 
St.  Augustine  to  Juxon.  By  the  Very  Rev.  Walter  Farquhar 
Hook,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Chichester.  Demy  8vo.  The  volumes  sold 
separately  as  follows: — VoL  I.,  15s.  ;  Vol.  II.,  15s.  ;  Vol.  V., 
15s.  ;  Vols.  VI.  and.VIL,  30s.  ;  Vol.  VIIL,  15s.  ;  Vol.  X., 
15s.  ;  Vol.  XI.,  15s.  ;  Vol.  XII.,  15s. 

A  THENMUM. — "The  most  impartial,  the  most  instructive,  and  the  most  interest* 
ing  of  histories." 

THE  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  THE  VERY  REV.  WALTER 
FARQUHAR  HOOK,  D.D.  By  the  Very  Rev.  W.  R.  W. 
Stephens,  F.S.A.,  Dean  of  Winchester.  Crown  8vo.  7th  Edi- 
tion.    With  Portrait.     6s. 

LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  ARCHBISHOP  BENSON.  By  his 
Son.     Two  Vols.     8vo.     36s.  net. 

Abridged  Edition.      In  one  Vol.     8s.  6d.  net. 

LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  AMBROSE  PHILLIPPS  DE  LISLE. 

By  E.  S.  PuRCELL.     Two  Vols.     Svo.     25s.  net. 
THE    OXFORD   MOVEMENT.      Twelve    Years,    1833.45.      By 

Dean  Church.     Globe  Svo.     5s. 
THE  LIFE  AND  LETTERS   OF  R.  W.  CHURCH,  late  Dean 

of  St.  Paul's.     Globe  Svo.     5s. 

JAMES  ERASER,  Second  Bishop  of  Manchester.  A  Memoir. 
1818-1885.   ByTHOMAS  Hughes,  Q.C.  2nd  Ed.  Crown  Svo.  6s. 

LIFE     AND    LETTERS    OF    FENTON    JOHN    ANTHONY 

HORT,  D.D.,  D.C.L,,  LL.D.,  sometime  Hulsean  Professor  and 

Lady  Margaret's  Reader  in  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

By  his  Son,  Arthur  Fenton  Hort,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 

Cambridge.    In  two  Vols.    With  Portrait.    Ex.  Cr.  Svo.     17s.net. 

EXPOSITOR.—**  It  is  only  just  to  publish  the  life  of  a  scholar  at  once  so  well  known 
and  so  little  known  as  Dr.  Hort  .  .  .  But  all  who  appreciate  his  work  wish  to  know  more, 
and  the  two  fascinating  volumes  edited  by  his  son  give  us  the  information  we  seek.  They 
reveal  to  us  a  man  the  very  antipodes  of  a  dry-as-dust  pedant,  a  man  with  many  interests 
and  enthusiasms,  a  lover  of  the  arts  and  of  nature,  an  athlete  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Alpine  Club,  a  man  of  restless  mind  but  always  at  leisure  for  the  demands  of  friendship, 
and  finding  his  truest  joy  in  his  own  home  and  family." 

THE  LIFE  OF  FREDERICK  DENISON  MAURICE.     Chiefly 

told  in  his  own  letters.    Edited  by  his  Son,  Frederick  Maurice. 

With  Portraits.     Two  Vols.     Crown  Svo.      16s. 

MEMORIALS  (PART  I.)  FAMILY  AND  PERSONAL,  1766- 
1865.  By  RouNDELL,  Earl  of  Selborne.  With  Portraits  and 
Illustrations.  Two  Vols.  Svo.  25s.net.  (PART  il.)  PERSONAL 
AND  POLITICAL,  1S65-1895.     Two  Vols.     25s.  net. 

LIFE  OF  ARCHIBALD  CAMPBELL  TAIT,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  By  Randall  Thomas,  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
and  William  Brnham,  B.D.,  Hon.  Canon  of  Canterbur)'.  With 
Portraits.     3rd  Edition.     Two  Vols.     Crown  Svo.      10s.  net. 
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Kingsley  (Charles) — continued, 

DAILY  THOUGHTS.  Selected  from  the  Writings  of  Charles 
Kingsley.     By  his  Wife.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

FROM  DEATH  TO  LIFE.  Fragments  of  Teaching  to  a  Village 
Congregation.  With  Letters  on  the  "Life  after  Death."  Ekiited 
by  his  Wife.     Fcap.  8vo.     2s.  6d. 

Bffaclear  (Rev.  Canon).— A    MANUAL   OF   INSTRUCTION 
FOR  CONFIRMATION  AND  FIRST  COMMUNION,  WITH 
PRAYERS  AND  DEVOTIONS.     32mo.    2s. 
THE  HOUR  OF  SORROW;  OR,  THE  OFFICE  FOR  THE 
BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD.     32mo.     2s. 

Maurice  (Frederick  Denison). — LESSONS  OF  HOPE.  Readings 
from  the  Works  of  F.  D.  Maurice.  Selected  by  Rev.  J.  Li« 
Davies,  M.A.    Crown  8vo.     5s. 

THE  COMMUNION  SERVICE.  From  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  with  select  readings  from  the  writings  of  the  Rev.  F.  D. 
Maurice,  M.A.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  John  William  Colenso, 
D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Natal.      i6mo.     2s.  6d. 

THE  WORSHIP  OF  GOD,  AND  FELLOWSHIP  AMONG  MEN. 
By  Frederick  Denison  Maurice  and  others.    Fcap.  8vo.  3s.  6d. 

RAYS  OF  SUNLIGHT  FOR  DARK  DAYS.  With  a  Preface  by 
Very  Rev.  C.  J.  Vaughan,  D.D.  New  Edition.    Pott  8vo.    3s.  6d. 

Welby-Gregory  (The  Hon.  Lady).— LINKS  AND  CLUE& 
2nd  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

Westcott  (Rt  Rev.  B.  F.,  Bishop  of  Durham).— THOUGHTS 
ON  REVELATION  AND  LIFE.  Selections  from  the  Writings 
of  Bishop  Westcott.  Edited  by  Rev.  S.  Phillips.  Crown  8vo.  6s. 


tCbe  jfatbcre 


INDEX  OF  NOTEWORTHY  WORDS  AND  PHRASES  FOUND 
IN  THE  CLEMENTINE  WRITINGS,  COMMONLY 
CALLED  THE  HOMILIES  OF  CLEMENT.     8vo.     5s. 

Benson  (Archbishop).— CYPRIAN  :  HIS  LIFE,  HIS  TIMES, 
HIS  WORK.  By  the  late  Edward  White  Benson,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury.     8vo.    21s.  net. 

TIMES.— ^'  In  all  essential  respects,  in  sobriety  of  judgment  and  temper^  in  sym- 
pathetic insight  into  character,  iri  firm  grasp^  of  historiod^  and  ecclesiastical  issues,  in 
scholarship  and  erudition,  the  finished  work  is  worthy  of  its  subject  and  worthy  of  its 
author.  ...  In  its  main  outlines  full  of  dramatic  insignt  and  force,  and  in  its  details  full 
of  the  fruits  of  ripe  learning,  sound  judgment,  a  lofty  Christian  temper,  and  a  mature 
ccclcsi3.stic<il  IVlSQOm 

SATURDAY  REVIEW.— *' On  the  whole,  and  with  all  reservations  which  can 
possibly  be  made,  this  weighty  volume  is  a  contribution  to  criticism  and  learning  on 
which  we  can  but  congratulate  the  Anglican  Church.  We  wish  more  of  her  bishops  were 
capable  or  desirous  of  descending  into  that  arena  of  pure  intellect  from  which  Dr.  Benson 
returns  with  these  posthumous  laurels." 

Gwatkin  (H.  M.)— SELECTIONS  FROM  EARLY  WRITERS 
ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  CHURCH  HISTORY  TO  THE  TIME 
OF  CONSTANTINE.    2nd  Edition.    Crown  8vo.    4s.  6d.  net. 
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Hort  (F.  J.  A.)— SIX  LECTURES  ON  THE  ANTE-NlCENEl 
FATllEKS.     Cms™  Svo.     3s.  6ii. 

TIMES.—-  'lliougll  ctnainly  iwpi.lai  in  form  and  Ireatmenl  ihe^  are  sa  ii 

'"nOTeT^On'cLEMENt'iNE^KECOGNITIONS.  '.Ctowti   Svtfc.J 

BOOKvil.  OKTHESTROMATEIS  OF  CLEMENS  ALEXAND-  ■" 
RINUS,     8vo.  [/«  Ihi  Prns. 

Kriiger.— HISTORY    OF    EARLY    CHRISTIAN     LITERA- 
TURE IN  THE  FIRST  THREE  CENTURIES.     Crown  Svo. 
Ss.  6d.  nei. 
Ltehtfoot  (Bishop).— THE  APOSTOLIC  FATHERS.     Part  I, 

St.   Clement  of  Rome.     Revised   Texts,    with    Intioductionsi   i 
Notes,  Disserlallans,  and  Translations,      x  vols.      8vo.      32s.  J 

THE  APOSTOLIC  FATHERS.  Part  H.  St.  iGNATms  loSr.  Polv-.I 
CARP.   Revised  Text?,  wilh  Introductions,  Notes,  DisseilalLons,  and 
Translatiotis.     3  vols.    2nd  Edition.     Dem;  Svo.     4SS. 
THE  APOSTOLIC  FATHERS.     Abridged  Edition.     With  Short 
Inlrodnctions,  Greek  Text,  and  English  Translation.     Bto.      16s. 
MANCHESTER  CUARDfAlf.—"  k  coiwjKclus  of  ihoe  eariy  and  intensely  in. 


•^ISk 

'.  K^^  all  lerio'^  itud^ls  if'chrislS 

OBSERI^ER.—"  From  Ihe  accdunt  of  iu  c 
ue  of  tills  luH  work  0(1  ereal  scholar,  lud  i 
minalion  nf  iSt  earliest  post- Apostolic  wril. 

of  Ewly  Christmi 
nfil.B^thec^ 

5 

Ighly  eipUnalory  of  ihe  hislarical  and  a 
jcliun  10  the  DIdachi.  and  the  IrsBslado 

of  the  Gm  of  English  bililiaT  criEici  d 

^ofth^^Chi', 
>oce.n>dmir 

Ib^mnolog^ 

Bernard  (T.  D.)— THE  SONGS  OF  THE  HOLY  NATIVITY.  I 
Being  Studies  of  Ihe  Benediotus,  Magnificat,  Gloria  in  Exnlsbi  J 
and  Nunc  Dimiltis.      CroH-n  Svo.      Js.  ' 

Brooke  (S.  A.)— CHRISTIAN  HYMNS.  Edited  and  arranged.  ' 
Fcap.  Svo.     23.  6d.  nel. 

Selbome  (Roundell,  Earl  of) — 

THE  BOOK  OF  PRAISE.     From  the  best  English  Hjinn  Wtil 

Pott  Svo.     2S.  6d.  net. 
A  HYMNAL.     Chiefly  from  Thi  Book  ef  Praist.     In  various  si 
B.Potl  Svo,  larger  type,   is.— C.  Same  Edition,  fine  paper,    is.  6t 
An  Edition  with  Music,   Selected,  Harmonised,  and  Composed  by  ] 
John  Huli.ah.      Polt  Svo,      3s.  6d.  ' 

Woods    (M.     A.)  — HYMNS     FOR    SCHOOL    WORSHIP. 
Compiled  l.y  M.  A.  Woods.     Potl  gvo.     is.  6d. 


IRelioious  ^eacbing 
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to  Lessons  on  the  Bible,  Early  Church  History,  Christian  Evidences, 
etc.  By  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Bell,  M.A.,  Master  of  Marlborough 
C(;llege.  2nd  Edition.  With  new  chapter  on  Christian  Ethic. 
Crown  8vo.      3s.  6d. 

GUARDIAN. — "  The  hints  and  suggestions  given  are  admirable,  and,  as  far  as  Bible 
teaching  or  instruction  in  '  Christian  Evidences'  is  concerned,  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 
Much  time  and  thought  has  evidently  been  devoted  by  the  writer  to  the  difficulties  which 
confront  the  teacher  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  volume  is  taken  up 
with  the  consideration  of  this  branch  of  his  subject." 

EDUCATIONAL  REVIEW.— ''Yox  those  teachers  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
existing  state  of  thin^,  and  who  are  striving  after  something  better,  this  little  handbook 
is  invaluable.  Its  aim  is  '  to  map  out  a  course  of  instruction  on  practical  lines,  and  to 
suggest  methods  and  books  wbicn  may  point  the  way  to  a  higher  standpoint  and  a  wider 
horuon.'  For  the  carrying  out  of  this,  and  also  for  his  criticism  of  prevailing  methods, 
all  teachers  owe  Mr.  Bell  a  debt  of  gratitude  ;  and  if  any  are  roused  to  a  due  sense  of 
their  responsibility  in  this  matter,  he  will  feel  that  his  book  has  not  been  written  in  vain." 

Gilbert  (Dr.  G.  H.)— A  PRIMER  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION.  Based  on  the  Teaching  of  Jesus,  its  Founder  and 
Living  Lord.     Crown  8vo.     4s.  6d.  net. 

Palmer  (Florence  U.)— ONE  YEAR  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
LESSONS  FOR  YOUNG  CHILDREN.  Adapted  for  use  in 
the  Youngest  Classes.     Pott  410.     4s.  6d. 


Sermons,  Xccturce,  Bbbrceece,  anb 
tCbcoIoaical  16008120 

{See  also  'Bible,'  *  Church  of  England,'  *  Fathers') 

Abbey  (Rev.   C.   J.)— THE   DIVINE   LOVE:   ITS    STERN- 
NESS, BREADTH,  AND  TENDERNESS.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

GUARDIAN.— ^'TtCxs  is  a  book  which,  in  our  opinion,  demands  the  most  serious 
and  earnest  attention." 

Abbott  (Rev.  E.  A.)— 

CAMBRIDGE  SERMONS.     8vo.     6s. 

OXFORD  SERMONS.     8vo.     7s.  6d. 

PHILOMYTHUS.  An  Antidote  against  Credulity.  A  discussion 
of  Cardinal  Newman's  Essay  on  Ecclesiastical  Miracles.  2nd 
Edition.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  SPIRIT  ON  THE  WATERS,  OR  DIVINE  EVOLU- 
TION AS  THE  BASIS  OF  CHRISTIAN  BELIEF.  Svo. 
I2S.  6d.  net. 

Abrahams ( I. )—Montefiore  (C.G.)— ASPECTS  OF  JUDAISM. 

Being  Sixteen  Sennons.     2nd  Edition.      Fcap.  Svo.      3s.  6d.  net. 

TIMES, — "There  is  a  great  deal  in  them  that  does  not  appeal  to  Jews  alone,  for, 
especially  in  Mr.  Montefiore's  addresses,  the  doctrines  advocated,  with  much  charm  of 
style,  are  often  not  by  any  means  exclusively  Jewish,  but  such  as  are  shared  and 
honoured  by  all  who  care  for  religion  and  morality  as  those  terms  are  commonly  under- 
stood  in  the  western  world." 

^  GLASGOW  HERALD.— ''^  Both  from  the  homiletic  and  what  may  be  called  the 
bis-^v'orld  point  of  view,  this  little  volume  is  one  of  considerable  Interest. 
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-SERMON^^H 
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Askwlth  (E.    H.)— THE  CHRISTIAN  CONCEPTION    OF 
HOLl^fESS.     Crown  8vo.     65. 
THE SFECTATOS.—"  fi.  w^ll-rtMuntd  and  rtally  nobis  view  of  ifcr  essenlial  put- 
poK  or  the  Quutiaii  revektiDD.  .  ,      We  bapc  that  Vii.  Askwith'i  iTDrk  mil  bfi  wide]; 

Battier  (Archdeacon) —ON  SOME  MINISTERIAL  DUTIESfl 

CATECHISING,  PREACHING,  etc.     Edited,  with  a  Pre" 
by  Very  Rev.  C.  J.  Vaugkan,  D.D.     Fcap.  Svo.     49.  6d. 
BeecMns  (Rev.  H.  C.)— INNS  OF  COURT  SERMONS. 

[Crown  Svo.     4S.  6 
Benson  (Archbishop) — 

BOY-LIFE:    its    Trial,    its    SlrenEth,    its    Fulness.      Sundays    i 

■Wellington  College,  1859-73.     4'''  EJ'li' 
CHRIST  AND  HIS  TIMES.     Addressed  to  the  Diocese  of  Canter 

bury  in  his  Second  Visitnlloo.     Crown  Svo. 
FISHERS  OF  MEN.     Addressed  la  the  Diocese  of  Canterbury  il 
hit  Third  Viaitalion.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
GVARprA!f.—"-lbtTca  plenty  of  plain  ^icakin;  in  the  addi«sa  1 
T-mES.—"^""^  ■— -  ■--■-*■  — '  -^^--°-°-"  -°^'  °--  ^-J^■-•— 


h  knn 


;  thty  will  ap^al  n 
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ARCHBISHOP  BENSON  IN  IRELAND. 
SetmoQS  and  Addresses.     Edited  by  J.  H 
8vo.     39.  6d. 
PALL  MALL  GAZETTE.— "Ho  worf"  of  mine  coulc 
10,  the  stauly  languago  ud  iDfty  IhooRliii  of  ihe  laie  I'nn 
every  Clmrchman.' 

Bernard  (Canon).— THE  SONGS  OF  THE    HOLY  NATIV-1 

ITV  CONSIDERED  (1)  AS  RECORDl^D  IN  SCRIPTURE.  1 

(2)  AS  IN  USE  IN  THE  CHURCH.     Crown  Svo. 

To  use  the  words  of  its  author,  this  book  is  offered  "  to  readers  ot  | 

Scripture  as  expository  of  a  dislinct  portion  of  the  Holy  Word ;  to  w 

shippers  in  the  congregation  as  a  devotional  commentary  on  the  hymnal 

Vfhich  ihey  use  ;  to  those  Iteeping  Christmas,  as  a  contribution  to  the  ever-J 

welcome  thoughts  of  that  blessed  Eeason ;  to  all  Christian  people  who,  ial 

the  midst  of  the  historical  elaboration  of  Christianity,  find  it  good  to  rOijfl 

enter  from  time  to  time  the  clear  atmosphere  of  its  origin,  and  are  fain  iOi^ 

the  heat  of  the  day  to  recover  some  feeling  of  the  freshness  of  dav 

CLASGOIf  HERALD.—"  He  conveyi  much  uicfal  infoiiiutioii  in  a  achoUrly  wo;.'* 

SCOTSMAfr.—"  Their  meanine  and  iheir  relalionships.  tfie  reajons  why  [he  Cliureh 

basodopied  them,  and  loaavccber  kindred  paints,  arc  louciied  upon  in  ihe  book  witbaa 

weUHSplalDcd  a  learDing  and  with  to  ouch  issiEhi  that  the  book  will  be  Ugbly  nlwid 
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Brgoke  (Rev.  Stopford  A.)— SHORT  SERMONS.    Cr.  8vo.    6a^l 
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Brooks  (Phillips,  late  Bishop  of  Massachusetts) — 

THE  CANDLE  OF  THE  LORD,  and  other  Sermons.  Crown  8vo. 
6s. 

SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  ENGLISH  CHURCHES.  Crown 
8vo.     6s. 

TWENTY  SERMONS.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  INIQUITY.      Crown  Svo.     6s. 

ESSAYS  AND  ADDRESSES,  RELIGIOUS,  LITERARY,  AND 
SOCIAL.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  John  Coiton  BrooIcs.  Crown 
Svo.     Ss.  6d.  net. 

NEW  STARTS  IN  LIFE,  AND  OTHER  SERMONS.  Crown 
Svo.     6s. 

WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE.—'' k\\  characterised  by  that  fervent  piety,  catho- 
licity of  spirit,  and  fine  command  of  language  for  which  the  Bishop  was  famous." 

THE  MORE  ABUNDANT  LIFE.  Lenten  Readings.  Royal 
i6mo.      5s. 

THE  LAW  OF  GROWTH,  and  other  Sermons.         [/«  the  Press, 

LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  PHILLIPS  BROOKS.  By  A.  V.  G. 
Allen.     3  vols.     Svo.     30s.  net. 

Bnrnton  (Sir  T.  Lauder).— THE   BIBLE  AND  SCIENCE. 
With  Illustrations.     Crown  Svo,     los.  6d. 

Campbell  (Dr.  John  M'Leod) — 

THE  NATURE  OF  THE  ATONEMENT.  6th  Ed.  Cr.  Svo.  6s. 

REMINISCENCES  AND  REFLECTIONS.  Edited  with  an 
Introductory  Narrative,  by  his  Son,  Donald  Campbell,  M.A. 
Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 

THOUGHTS  ON  REVELATION.     2nd  Edition.    Crown  Svo.     5s. 

RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  THE  GIFT  OF  ETERNAL  LIFE. 
Compiled  from  Sermons  preached  at  Row,  in  the  years  1829-31. 
Crown  Svo,     5s. 

Canterbury  (Frederick,  Archbishop  of) — 

SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  THE  CHAPEL  OF  RUGBY 
SCHOOL.     Extra  Fcap.  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

SECOND  SERIES.     3rd  Ed,     6s. 

THIRD  SERIES.     4th  Edition.     6s. 

THE  RELATIONS  BETWEEN  RELIGION  AND  SCIENCE. 
Bampton  Lectures,  1SS4.     7th  and  Cheaper  Ed.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 
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Canterbury  (Frederick,  Archbishop  oQ — continued. 

CllAKGE  DELIVERED  AT  HIS  FIRST  VISITATION. 


Carpenter  (W.  Boyd,  Bishop  of  Kipon) — 

TRUTH   IN  TALE.     Addresses,  chiefly  to  Children.     Crown 

THE    PERMANENT   ELEMENTS   OF    RELIGION 

lectures,  1S87,      znd  Edilion.      Crown  Bvo.      65. 
TWILIGHT  DREAMS.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 
LECTURES  ON  PREACHING.     Crown  Svo.     33.  6d. 


ATION.    ^^^1 
of  Conlea^b^^l 


These  Leihtra  on  Prtmkinr,  drlinatd  b  year  ago  in  Ihe  IHvunty 
'loirahle  ana^'Eiis  of  the  iatelJectual,  Flhical^  %|^taa^ 


Sehtml  31  Camhridgi,  ,  ,        ...^  .^ , 

itid  rhetorical  chaiacumlics  of  the  art  of  i^tcLtcbine.     !□  six  lectom  the  Bi^Qp  dmb 
luixeufuily  with  the  preacher  and  his  training,  with  the  Krmuii  and  ju  sinicture,  ^vith 

lu^oltve,  eminenUy  stuDulatiae,  and  often  doqucnC.  not  with  the  men  splendotLTU 
rhetoric,  bat  with  the  happy  &cuTty  of  ^ying  the  right  (hiDg  in  well^choKD  words." 

SOME   THOUGHTS   ON    CHRISTIAN   REUNION.      Being  a 
Charge  la  the  Clergy.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d.  nel. 

TIMES.—"  Dr.  Boyd  Carpenter  treats  this  very  diHicuIt  subjcizt  with  mwleruian 
and  good  Mnse,  and  with  ■  clcai-hcadcil  pctLepliun  of  the  limits  wliicli  ineiornhly  dr. 
sumacrilic  the  nslurcl  as^iratioPB  of  Christians  A  different  churches  and  nati^malities  Ibr 

' 'f£i!o!w/V^CyTlV-"  He  dlsoiMH  with  characteristic  vigour^ and  felicity  [he 


Svo.      Ss. 

Oliiircli  (Dean)— 

HUMAN  LIFE  AND  ITS  CONDITIONS,     Crown  Bvo.     6a. 
THE  GIFTS  OF  CIVILISATION,  and  other  Sermons  and  Lectures. 

2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 
DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHARACTER,  and  othei 

Sermons.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d.  "  J 

ADVENT  SERMONS.      1885.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d.  ■ 

VILLAGE  SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     65.  ^ 

VILLAGE  SERMONS,     Second  Series.     Crown  Sto.     6s. 
VILLAGE  SERMONS.     Third  Series,     Crown  Sto.     6s. 

TIMES.—"  In  these  sermons  we  see  how  a  singularly  gifted  and  cnltivalcd  mind  waa 
iti  thuiighls  oa  the  higher !.,-....-_■._■_... 
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Cliurcli  (Dean) — continued, 

CATHEDRAL  AND  UNIVERSITY  SERMONS.   Crown  8vo.  6s. 
PASCAL  AND  OTHER  SERMONS.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

TIMES. — '*  They  are  all  eminently  characteristic  of  one  of  the  most  saintly  of  modern 
divines,  and  one  of  the  most  scholarly  of  modem  men  of  letters." 

SPECTATOR. — "Dean  Church's  seem  to  us  the  finest  sermons  published  since 
Newman's,  even  Dr.  Liddon's  rich  and  eloquent  discourses  not  excepted, — and  they 
breathe  more  of  the  spirit  of  perfect  peace  than  even  Newman's.  They  cannot  be  called 
High  Church  or  Broad  Church,  much  less  Low  Church  sermons ;  they  are  simply  the 
sermons  of  a  good  scholar,  a  great  thinker,  and  a  firm  and  serene  Christian." 

CLERGYMAN'S  SELF-EXAMINATION  CONCERNING  THE 
APOSTLES'  CREED.     Extra  fcap.  8vo.      is.  6d. 

Congreve  (Rev.  John).— HIGH  HOPES  AND  PLEADINGS 
FOR  A  REASONABLE  FAITH,  NOBLER  THOUGHTS, 
LARGER  CHARITY.     Crown  Svo.     5s. 

Cooke  (Josiah  P.)— THE  CREDENTIALS  OF  SCIENCE, 
THE  WARRANT  OF  FAITH.     Svo.     8s.  6d.  net. 

Curteis  (Rev.  G.  H.)— THE  SCIENTIFIC  OBSTACLES  TO 
CHRISTIAN  BELIEF.  The  Boyle  Lectures,  1884.   Cr.  8vo.  6s. 

Davidson  (R.  T.,  Bishop  of  Winchester) — 

A  CHARGE  DELIVERED  TO  THE  CLERGY  OF  THE 
DIOCESE  OF  ROCHESTER,  October  29,  30,  31,  1894. 
Svo.      Sewed.     2s.  net. 

A  CHARGE  DELIVERED  TO  THE  CLERGY  OF  THE 
DIOCESE  OF  WINCHESTER,  Sept.  28,  30,  Oct.  2,  3,  4, 
and  5,  1899.     8vo.     Sewed.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Davies  (Rev.  J.  Llewelyn) — 

THE  GOSPEL  AND  MODERN  LIFE.  2nd  Edition,  to  which  is 
added  Morality  according  to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Extra  fcap.  8vo.     6s. 

SOCIAL  QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  POINT  OF  VIEW  OF 
CHRISTIAN  THEOLOGY.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

WARNINGS  AGAINST  SUPERSTITION.  Extra  fcap.  8vo.   2s.  6d. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CALLING.     Extra  fcap.  Svo.     6s. 

BAPTISM,  CONFIRMATION,  AND  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER, 
as  interpreted  by  their  Outward  Signs.  Three  Addresses.  New 
Edition.     Pott  8vo.      is. 

ORDER  AND  GROWTH  AS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  SPIRITUAL 
CONSTITUTION  OF  HUMAN  SOCIETY.  Crown  Svo.  3s.  6d. 
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DftVleB  (Rev.  J.  Llewelyn) — continuecL 

GLAS(. 
ofkbiliiy." 

MAyCffESTBR  GUARDIAH- 


SCOTSMAN—"  ThanghlfiU  and  inggciti™.- 
SPIRITUAL   APPREHENSION:   Sermc 


Dxties  (W.)  — THE  PILGRIM   OF    THE    INFINITE.      A 

Discouise  addressed  to  Aitvanced  Religioiu  Thinkers  on  Cbtistia]] 

Lines.     By  Wm.  Davies.      Fcap.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

CHRISTlAt/  WOfH-D.—'-Wii  hsil  Ihk  work  u  ddd  which  in  an  age  of  much 

mental  unreK  uundi  a  nota  of  fulh  which  appeals  confidenljy  ro  the  highut  inleJIeci^ 

of  thedcaitU  intuitiona  of  the  human  Bplric" 


English  Thaological  Library.  Edited  by  Rev.  Frederic 
Rklton,  With  General  Introduction  by  the  laic  Lord  Bishop  of 
Lomhon.  a  Series  of  Texts  Annotated  for  the  Use  of  Students, 
Candidates  for  Ordination,  etc     Svo. 


.  Canon  Ovntoo'i  1 
J," 
It.  .  .  .  All  tfau  it 


III,  WILSON'S  MAXIMS,  Edited  by  Rev,  F,  Relton,     5s.  6d.  m 
_  .■ARD/AN.—"Miia^ra.dtnwa\  feel  grateful  to  Mr.  Relton  for  thit  edition 
Bisho^jW"      '    '"  ""   "-■---'- 


ismaxiou.    Then  lie  m™  a 


IV.  THE  WORKS  OF  BISHOP  BUTLER,  Vol.  L  Sermons, 
CharEes,  Fragments,  and  Correspondence.  Vol.  II.  The  Analogy 
of  Religion,  and  two  brief  dissertations  :  I.  Of  Personal  Identity. 
II.  Of  the  Nature  of  Virtue.  Edited  by  J.  H.  BiiBNARD,  D,D, 
ys.  6d,  net  each. 

r/IE  PILOT.—"  One  could  hardly  d. 

Dr.  Bernard  has  given  us.  .  .  .  Sun  10  be 

TUS  SPECTATOR.— •'  Aa  eicelleot 


nZd'^tl^ 


ited'^H 

Ige 

J 
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Englisli  Theological  Library — continued, 

V.  THE  CONFERENCE  BETWEEN  WILLIAM  LAUD  AND 
MR.  FISHER,  THE  JESUIT.  Edited  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Simp- 
kin  son,  M.A.     Author  of  The  Life  of  Archbishop  Laud, 

[8s.  6d.  net. 
[Other  volumes  are  in  preparation,"] 

EVIL  AND  EVOLUTION.  An  attempt  to  turn  the  Light  of  Modem 
Science  on  to  the  Ancient  Mystery  of  Evil.  By  the  author  of 
The  Social  Horizon.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d.  net. 

EXPOSITORY  TIMES.—*'  The  book  is  well  worth  the  interest  it  b  almost  certain 
to  excite." 

CHURCH  TIMES. — "There  can  be  no  question  about  the  courage  or  the  keen 
logic  and  the  lucid  style  of  this  fascinating  treatment  of  a  problem  which  is  of  pathetic 
interest  to  all  of  us.  .  .  .  It  deserves  to  be  studied  by  all,  and  no  one  who  reads  it  can 
fail  to  be  struck  by  it." 

FAITH  AND  CONDUCT  :  An  Essay  on  Verifiable  Religion.  Crown 
Svo.     7s.  6d. 

Farrar  (Very  Rev.  F.  W.,  Dean  of  Canterbury) — 

THE  HISTORY  OF  INTERPRETATION.  Being  the  Bampton 
Lectures,  1885.     8vo.     1 6s. 

Collected  Edition  of  the  Sermons,  etc.   Cr.  8vo.    3s.  6d.  each. 

SEEKERS  AFTER  GOD. 

ETERNAL  HOPE.     Sermons  Preached  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

THE  FALL  OF  MAN,  and  other  Sermons. 

THE  WITNESS  OF  HISTORY  TO  CHRIST.     Hulsean  Lectures. 

THE  SILENCE  AND  VOICES  OF  GOD. 

IN  THE  DAYS  OF  THY  YOUTH.    Sermons  on  Practical  Subjects. 

SAINTLY  WORKERS.     Five  Lenten  Lectures. 

EPHPHATHA  :  or,  The  AmeHoration  of  the  World. 

MERCY  AND  JUDGMENT.  A  few  words  on  Christian  Eschatology. 

SERMONS  AND  ADDRESSES  delivered  in  America. 

Piske  (John).— MAN'S  DESTINY  VIEWED  IN  THE  LIGHT 
OF  HIS  ORIGIN.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
LIFE  EVERLASTING.     Globe  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

Foxell  (W.  J.)— .GOD'S  GARDEN  :   Sunday  Talks  with  Boys. 

With  an  Introduction  by  Dean  Farrar.     Globe  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

SPEAKER.— ""DeaXi  with  obvious  problems  of  faith  and  conduct  in  a  strain^  of 
vigorous  simplicity,  and  with  an  evident  knowled£[e  of  the  needs,  the  moods,  the  diffi- 
culties of  boy-life.  It  is  the  kind  of  book  which  instils  lessons  of  courage,  trust,  patience, 
and  forbearance ;  and  does  so  quite  as  much  by  example  as  by  precept." 

IN  A  PLAIN  PATH.     Addresses  to  Boys.     Globe  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

SPEAKER. — "  He  handles  with  admirable  vigour,  and  real  dbcenment  of  a  boy's 
difficulties,  such  high  themes  as  the  use  of  time,  noble  revenge,  the  true  gentleman,  the 
noblest  victory,  and  progress  through  failure.  Tnere  is  nothing  childish  in  the  method  of 
treatment,  and  yet  we  feel  sure  that  a  man  who  spoke  to  a  congregation  of  lads  in  this 
fashion  would  not  talk  over  the  head  of  the  youngest,  and  yet  find  his  way^  to  the  hearts 
of  those  who  are  just  passing  from  the  restramts  of  school  to  the  responsibilities  of  life." 

Fraser  (Bishop).  — UNIVERSITY  SERMONS.  Edited  by 
Rev.  John  W.  Diggle.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
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Furae  (Ardnleaom),— A  NATIONAL  CHURCH.     8vo.     6d. 

aoodflpeed{G.  S.)— ISRAEL'S  MESSIANIC  HOPE  TO  THE 

TIME  OF  JKSU.S;  A  Sludy  in  the  Hislorical  Development  of 

Ihe   Forcshad Divings  of  the   Christ   in   [lie   Old  Testanient  and 

beyond.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 
Qrane   (W.  L.)— THE   WORD    AND  THE  WAY;    or.   The 

Light  (if  the  Ages  on  the  Path  of  To-Day.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
HARD  SAVINGS  OF  JESUS  CHRIST.     A  Study  in   the  Mind 

and  Methoil  of  the  Master.     Second  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     5s. 
Green    (S.    G.)     THE    CHRISTIAN    CREED    AND    THE 

CREEDS    OF    CHRISTENDOM.       Seven    Lectures    delivered 
in  1898  at  Regent's  Park  College.      Crown  Svo.      6s. 

Harcourt  (Sir  W.  V.)— LAWLESSNESS  in  the  NATIONAL 
CHURCH.     Sva     Sewed.     19.  net. 

Hardwick  (Archdeacon). —  CHRIST  AND  OTHER  MAS- 
TERS,    6th  Edition.     Crown  Svo.      los.  6d. 

Hare  (Julius  Charles)~THE  MISSION  OF  THE  COM- 
FORTER. New  Edition.  Edited  by  Dean  Plumptre.  Crown 
Svo.     7S.  6d. 

HarriB  (Rev.  G.  C.)  — SERMONS.  With  a  Memoir  by 
Charlotte  M.  Yonge,  and  Portrait.     Extra  fcap.  Svo.     6s. 

HenBon  (Canon  H.  H.)— SERMON  ON  THE  DEATH  OF 
THE  QUEEN.     Svo,     Sewed,      is.  net. 

Hillia  (N.  D,)  — THE  INFLUENCE  OF  CHRIST  IN 
MODERN  LIFE.  A  Study  of  the  New  Problems  of  the  Church 
in  American  Society.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Hodgkina  (Louise  M.)— VIA  CHRISTI :  An  Iniroductlan  to  the 

Study  of  Missions.      Globe  Svo.      25.net.      Sewed.       13.  jd.  net. 

Hort  (F.   J.   A,)— THE  WAY,  THE  TRUTH,  THE   LIFE. 
Hnlaean  Lectures,  lS7r.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
C^  MBRIDGS  SEy/ElV.—"  Only  la  fow  is  il  given  to  scar  ihe  wide  feldi  of  Imih 

Hort  posseswd  this  power  [s&hawu  by  the  Huls 

lu  i>i  ibe  niiuL  wonderful  way  10  Ihe  very  cenC 

truth,  no  part  of  the  world,  sesms  to  be  left  out  ot  view  -,  woiir  m  every  [hkc  we  reeog- 

ntietne  gmhcrod  fruiu  of  a  rare  icholaiship  In  the  service  of  an  unwearying  Ihoughl." 

JUDAISTIC  CHRISTIANITY.     Crovm  Svo.    63. 
SCOTSJIfjiJir.—"ThrisniumtnioCDr.  Horts  lecluies  U  thai  iucfii.cilv  and  yet 


lu% 


GLA'scb»''//S/fALD.—"V/a\  receive  s  respectful  welcome  ai  Ihe  hands  of  all 
thai  it  will  take  n  high  place  in  the  literature  of  the 

VILLAGE  SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Selected  from  the  Sermons  preached  by  Professor  Hort  to  his 
village  congregation  at  St.  Ippolyt's,  and  including  3  series  o( 
Setiaons  dealing  in  a  broad  and  suggestive  way  wilh  ihe  succes.<:ive 
Iiooks  of  the  Bible,  from  Genesis  to  Revelations. 
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Hort  (F.  J.  A.) — continued, 

SERMONS  ON  THE  BOOKS  OF  THE  BIBLE  (selected  from 
Village  Sermons).     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

VILLAGE  SERMONS  IN  OUTLINE.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

Contents  :  I.  The  Praj-er  r.ook,  16  Sermons.     II.  Baptism, 

5  Sermons.     III.  Mutual  Subjectiun  the  Rule  of  Life  (Eph.  v.  21), 

6  Sermons.  IV.  The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  (St.  Matt.  v.  i  ;  vii. 
29),  1 1  Sermons.  V.  Advent,  4  Sermons.  VI.  The  Armour  of 
the  Cross.     VII.  The  Resurrection,  7  Sermons. 

CAMBRIDGE  AND  OTHER  SERMONS.    Crown  8vo.     6s. 
Hughes  (T.)— THE    MANLINESS   OF   CHRIST.     2nd  Ed. 
Fcap.  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

GLOBE.—"  The  Manliness  of  Christ  is  a  species  of  lay  sennon  such  as  Judge  Hughes 
is  well  qualified  to  deliver,  seeing  that  manliness  of  thought  and  feeling  has  been  the 
prevailing  characteristic  of  all  his  literary  products." 

BRITISH  WEEKL  K.— "  A  new  edition  of  a  strong  book." 

Hutton  (R.  H.)— 

ESSAYS  ON  SOME  OF  THE  MODERN  GUIDES  OF  ENG- 
LISH  THOUGHT  IN  MATTERS  OF  FAITH.  Globe  Svo.  5s. 

THEOLOGICAL  ESSAYS.     Globe  Svo.     5& 

ASPECTS  OF  RELIGIOUS  AND  SCIENTIFIC  THOUGHT. 
Selected  from  the  Spectator^  and  edited  by  E.  M.  RoscOE.  Globe 
Svo.     5s. 

Hyde  (W.  De  W.)— OUTLINES  OF  SOCIAL  THEOLOGY. 
Crown  Svo.  6s. 
Dr.  Hyde  thus  describes  the  object  of  his  book :  **  This  little  book  aims 
to  point  out  the  logical  relations  in  which  the  doctrines  of  theology  will 
stand  to  each  other  when  the  time  shall  come  again  for  seeing  Christian 
truth  in  the  light  of  reason  and  Christian  life  as  the  embodiment  of  love." 

PRACTICAL  IDEALISM.     Globe  Svo.     5s.  net. 

niingwortli   (Rev.   J.    R.)— SERMONS   PREACHED    IN    A 

COLLEGE  CHAPEL.     Crown  Svo.     5s. 
UNIVERSITY  AND  CATHEDRAL  SERMONS.    Crown  Svo.    5s. 
PERSONALITY,  DIVINE  AND  HUMAN.     Bampton  Lectures, 

1S94.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

TIMES.—**  Will  take  high  rank  among  the  rare  theolc^cal  masterpieces  produced  by 
that  celebrated  foundation." 

EXPOSITOR. — "  It  is  difficult  to  convey  an  adequate  impression  of  the^  freshness 
and  strength  of  the  whole  argument.  ...  It  is  a  book  which  no  one  can  be  satisfied  with 
reading  once ;  it  is  to  be  studied." 

DIVINE  IMMANENCE.     An  Essay  on  the  Spiritual  Significance 

of  Matter.     New  Edition.     Cr.  Svo.     6s. 

CHURCH  QUARTERLY  REVIEIV.—"Pl  very  valuable  book.  .  .  .  Divine 
Immanence  is  ukely  to  prove  of  great  service  to  Christian  truth.  It  combines,  to  a 
remarkable  extent,  profound  thought  and  clear  expression.     It  is  throughout  written 


GUARDIAN. — "Altogether,  we  have  rarely  read  a  book  of  such  philosophical 
earnestness  in  construing  the  Christian  view  of  existence  in  terms  of  the  thought  and 
knowledge  of  these  days,  nor  one  more  likely  to  bring  home  the  knowledge  of  a  Saviour 
to  the  modem  man." 
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:E,   and  o^^^l 


Jieob  (Rev.  J.  A.)— BUILDING    IN    SILENCE,  i 

SennoQi.     Extra  leap.  Svo.     6k. 
J«cob(Rev.J.T.).— CHRISTTHEINDWELLER-  Cr.Bvo.  : 
(Rey.     Herbert)— THE    COUNTRY    CLERGYMAN 
AND  H  IS  WORK,     down  8vo.     St 
XECOKD.— "The  »gtuiM  ii  one  .riiith  «>ool<l  le  i 

JajlW  (F.  J.,  BUbopof  Chester).— THE  VISITATION  OF  1 

KINGDOM  OF  GOD.     A  Charee  delivered  lo  ihe  Clctgy  of  d 
IJiocese  at  hii  third  Visitation,  October  xg,  l""' 
Jellett  (Rev.  Dr.)— 

THE  ELDER  -SON,  and  other  Sermons.     Cro 
Joc«liii8(E.)— THE  MOTHER'S  LEGACIE  TO  HER  1 

BORN  CHILD.     Cr.  i6mo.     4s.  6d. 
Johm  (Jenkin  Lloyd) — 

JESS:   BITS  OF  WAYSIDE  GOSPEL.     Crown  8vo. 

A  SEAl*CH  KOR  AN  INFIDEL:   BITS  OF  WAYSIDE  C 

PEL.      Second  Series.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

KeUogK  (Rev.  S.   a>— THE  LIGHT  OF  ASIA  AND  THE 

LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD.     Crown  Svo.     7».  6d. 

THE  GENESIS  AND  GROWTH  OF  RELIGION.    Cr.8vo.    6s. 

SCOTS^tAN.—"  Full  of  nutter  of  an  important  kind,  sd  forth  with  priisewoitliy 

mnclftciKH.  HDd  Ht  iht  Bme  lime  with  Bdminible  luciJiry.  ,  .  .  Dr.  KeUogg  ha«  done 

the  wnrk  Hllnftul  la  him  with  attsiX  t^Wty,  and  averywhere  manifetti  a  cam^IeiiL  ac- 

qukintanc*  wltb  (be  tulijoct  vriih  which  he  icalt." 

King  (Prof.  H.  C.)— RECONSTRUCTION  IN  THEOLOGY. 

Crown  Svo.     6s. 
Kinglle;  (Charles) — 

VILLAGE  AND  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  SERMONS.     Crown 

Svo.     3s.  6d. 
THE  WATER  OF  LIFE,  and  other  Sermons.     Crown  Sro.     3s.  6d. 
SERMONS  ON  NATIONAL  SUBJECTS,  AND  THE  KING  OF 

THE  EARTH.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d, 
SERMONS  FOR  THE  TIMES.     Crown  8vo.     34.  6d. 
GOOD  NEWS  OF  GOD.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  PENTATEUCH,  AND  DAVID. 

Svo.     3s.  6d. 
DISCM'LINE,  end  oilier  Sermons.     Crown  Svo.     35.  6d. 
WESTMINSTER  SERMONS,     Crown  Svo.     3a.  6d. 
ALL  SAINTS'  DAY,  and  other  Sermons.     Crown  Svo.     3s. 
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Kirkpatiick(Prof.  A  F.)— THE  DIVINE  LIBRARY  OF  THbI 

OLD  TESTAMENT.     Its  Otiein,  PresetvnlLon,  In.spiration.  ttmi    ■ 
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Knight  (W.  A.)— ASPECTS  OF  THEISM.     8vo.     8s.  6d. 

LETTERS  FROM  HELL.  Newly  translated  from  the  Danish.  With 
an  Introduction  by  Dr.  George  Macdonald.  Twenty-eighth 
Thousand.     Crown  Svo.     2s.  6d. 

Lightfoot  (Bishop) — 

THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY.     Reprinted  from  DissertaHons  on 

the  Apostolic  A^e,     Crown  Svo.     3s.  net. 
LEADERS  IN  THE  NORTHERN  CHURCH  :  Sermons  Preached 

in  the  Diocese  of  Durham.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
ORDINATION  ADDRESSES  AND  COUNSELS  TO  CLERGY. 

Crown  Svo.     6s. 
CAMBRIDGE  SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  ST.  PAUL'S  CATHEDRAL.    Crown 

Svo.     6s. 
SERMONS   PREACHED  ON  SPECIAL  OCCASIONS.     Crown 

Svo.     6s. 
A    CHARGE    DELIVERED    TO    THE    CLERGY    OF    THE 

DIOCESE  OF  DURHAM,  25th  Nov.  18S6.     Demy  Svo.     2s. 
ESSAYS    ON    THE    WORK    ENTITLED    "Supernatural    Reli- 
gion."    Svo.     I  OS.  6d. 
DISSERTATIONS  ON  THE  APOSTOLIC  AGE.     Svo.     14s. 
BIBLICAL  ESSAYS.     Svo.     12s. 

TIMES. — "  As  representing  all  that  is  now  available  of  the  Bishop's  profound  learning 
and  consummate  scholarship  for  the  Illustration  of  his  great  subject,  the  present  volume 
and  its  successor  will  be  warmly  welcomed  by  all  students  of  theology." 

Liliingston  (Frank,  M.A.)— THE  BRAMO  SAMAJ  AND 
ARYA  SAMAJ  IN  THEIR  BEARING  UPON  CHRIS- 
TIANITY.    A  Study  in  Indian  Theism.     Cr.  Svo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

Macmillan  (Rev.  Hugh) — 

BIBLE  TEACHINGS  IN  NATURE.     15th  Ed.     Globe  Svo.     6s. 
THE  TRUE  VINE  ;  OR,  THE  ANALOGIES  OF  OUR  LORD'S 

ALLEGORY.     5th  Edition.     Globe  Svo.     6s. 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  NATURE.     Sth  Edition.     Globe  Svo.    6s: 
THE  SABBATH  OF  THE  FIELDS.  6th  Edition.     Globe  Svo.  6s. 
THE  MARRIAGE  IN  CANA.     Globe  Svo.     6s. 
TWO  WORLDS  ARE  OURS.     3rd  Edition.     Globe  Sva     6s. 
THE  OLIVE  LEAF.     Globe  Svo.     6s. 
THE  GATE  BEAUTIFUL  AND  OTHER  BIBLE  TEACHINGS 

FOR  THE  YOUNG.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

SPEA  KER.--"  These  addresses  are,  in  fact,  models  of  their  kind — wise,  reverent,  and 
not  less  imaginative  than  practical ;  they  abound  in  choice  and  apposite  anecdotes  and 
illustrations,  and  possess  distinct  literary  merit." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE,— ''TcL^  poetic  touch  that  beautifies  all  Dr.  Macmillan's 
writing  is  fresh  in  every  one  of  these  charming  addresses.  The  volume  is  sure  to  meet 
with  cordial  appreciation  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  its  origin." 

GLEANINGS  IN  HOLY  FIELDS.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
THE  CORN  OF  HEAVEN.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

Mahaffy  (Rev.  Prof.)— THE  DECAY  OF  MODERN  PREACH- 
ING  :  AN  ESSAY.    Crown  Svo.    3s.  6d. 
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Rutgers)— INSTINCT    AND     REASON: 

ih  some  Special  Stody  of  the  Nature  of  Religion. 


Uatuice  (Frederick  Denison)^ — 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  CHRIST,    jcd  Ed.    a  Vols.    Cr.  Sto.    7s. 

THE  CONSCIENCE.  LecWres on  Casuistry.  3rdEd.  Cr.  Sto.  4s.  6d. 
DIALOGUES  ON  FAMILY  WORSHIP.  Crown  8vo.  4s.  6d, 
THE  DOCTRINE  OF   SACRIFICE   DEDUCED   FROM   THE 

SCRIPTURES,     and  Ediiion.     Crown  Svo.     6s, 
THE  RELIGIONS  OF  THE  WORLD.  6tli  Edition.  Cr.  Sto.  4s.  6d. 
ON   THE   SABBATH    DAY;    THE    CHARACTER   OF   THE 

WARRIOR;     AND    ON     THE     INTERPRETATION     OF 

HISTORY.     Fcap.  Svo.     is.  6d. 
LEARNING  AND  WORKING.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 
THE   LORD'S    PRAYER,    THE   CREED,    AND   THE    COM. 

MANDMENTS.     Pott  Svo.      is. 
Collected  Works.      Crown  Svo.     3s.  Gd.  each. 
SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  LINCOLN'S  INN  CHAPEL.   In  Six 

Volumes.      3J.  6d.  each. 
CHRISTMAS  DAY  AND  OTHER  SERMONS. 
THEOLOGICAL  ESSAYS. 
PROPHETS  AND  KINGS. 
PATRIARCHS  AND  LAWGIVERS. 
THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN. 
GOSPEL  OF  ST.  JOHN. 
EPISTLE  OF  ST.  JOHN. 
FRIENDSHIP  OF  BOOKS. 
PRAYER  BOOK  AND  LORD'S  PRAYER, 
THE  DOCTRINE  OF  SACRIFICE, 
THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 
CHURCH  T/A/ES.—"  Tilcrc 


rr  EadlTiduAl,  by  t«acbinE  EngUsh  Cburchmi 


SPEAKER.—" 

nMSS.—-'A-n 

tnilaena  ought  to  u 

SCOTSMAN.— 


Medley    (Rev.   W.)— CHRIST    THE    TRUTH. 
Angus  Lectures  for  the  year  1900.     Crown  Svo. 
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Milligan  (Rev.  Prof.  W.)— THE  RESURRECTION  OF  OUR 
LORD.     Fourth  Edition.     Crown  8vo.     5s. 

SPECTA  7X7^.— "The  areument  is  put  with  brevity  and  force  bv  Dr.  Milligan,  and 
every  page  bean  witness  that  he  has  mastered  the  literatore  of  the  subject,  and  has  made 
a  special  study  of  the  more  recent  discussions  on  this  aspect  of  the  question.  .  .  .  The 
remaining  lectures  are  more^  theological  They  abound  m  strikii^  views,  in  fresh  and 
vigorous  ez^esis,  and  inanifest  a  keen  apprehension  of  the  beanng  of  the  fact  of  the 
Resurrectioa  on  many  important  questions  of  theol<^y.  The  notes  are  able  and 
scholarly,  and  elucidate  the  teaching  of  the  text." 

THE    ASCENSION    AND    HEAVENLY    PRIESTHOOD    OF 
OUR  LORD.     Baird  Lectures,  1 891.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 

Moorhouse  Q.,  Bishop  of  Manchester) — 

JACOB  :  Three  Sermons.     Extra  fcap.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 

THE    TEACHING    OF    CHRIST.      Its  Conditions,  Secret,  and 
Results.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  net. 

CHURCH   WORK:   ITS    MEANS   AND   METHODS.     Crown 
Svo.     3s.  net. 

CHURCH  TIMES. — "  It  may  almost  be  said  to  mark  an  epoch,  and  to  inaugurate  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  Episcopsd  visitation." 

TIMES. — "A  series  of  diocesan  addresses,  foil  of  practical  counsel,  by  one  of  the 
most  active  and  sagacious  of  modem  prelates." 

GLOBE.—"  Throughout  the  volume  we  note  the  presence  of  the  wisdom  that  comes 
from  long  and  varied  experience,  from  sympathy,  and  firom  the  possession  of  a  fair  and 
tolerant  mind." 

MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN.—"  Full  of  interest  and  instrucuon  for  aU  who  take 
an  interest  in  social  and  moral,  to  say  nothing  of  ecclesiastical,  reforms,  knd  deserves  to 
find  careful  students  far  beyond  the  limits  of  those  to  whom  it  was  originally  addressed." 

Myers  (F.  W.  H.)— SCIENCE  AND  A  FUTURE  LIFE. 
Gl.  Svo.     5s. 

Nash  (H.  S.).— GENESIS  OF  THE  SOCIAL  CONSCIENCE. 
THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  CHRISTIANITY  IN  EUROPE  AND  THE  SOCIAL 
QUESTION.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

SCOTSMAN— "Thit  book  is  eloquently,  and  at  times  brilliantly,  written.  ...  But 
few  readers  could  go  throueh  it  without  being  inspired  by  its  clever  and  animated  hand- 
ling  of  philosophiou  ideas. 

MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN— " i^  interesting  and  suggestive  little  book." 

Pattison  (Mark). — SERMONS.     Crown  8va     6s. 

Peabody  (Prof.  F.  G.)— JESUS  CHRIST  AND  THE  SOCIAL 
QUESTION.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 

PHILOCHRISTUS.  Memoirs  ofa  Disciple  of  the  Lord.  3rd  Ed.  Svo.  12s. 

Pike  (G.  R.)— THE  DIVINE  DRAMA  THE  DIVINE 
MANIFESTATION  OF  GOD  IN  THE  UNIVERSE.  Crown 
Svo.     6s. 

Plumptre  (Dean).  —  MOVEMENTS  IN  RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT.     Fcap.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
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Ox  EiUf  arigioality  Ihu  cuts  a  new  KctioD 'through  Ibc  lifeaf  C^l  ai 
utiuE,  Ibe  nOiDUcily  at  utnuotal,  all  remind  lu  af'Pra&tai  Seeley's  c 

PurctaB  (Rev.    H.    T„    M.A.).     JOHANNINE    PROBLEMS 

AND  MODERN  NEEDS.     Crown  8vo.       3s.  net. 
Eaicliel(Bishop).— SERMONS.  With  a  Memoir.  Crown  Svo. 
RendaU  (Rev.  F.)— THE  THEOLOGY  OF  THE  HEBREW' 

CHRISTIANS.     Crown  " 
Bidding  (George,  Bishop  of  Southwell).— THE  REVEL  AND.; 
THE  BATTLE.     Crown  S> 
7V*£J.— "Singularly  well  worth  readii 
MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN.— "Vt 

Eohinson   (Prebendary   H.    G.)— MAN    IN  THE   IMAGE   OF 

GOD,  and  olher  Sermons.     Crown  Svo.      7s.  6(1. 
RobinBon  (Canon  J.  A.)— UNITY  IN  CHRIST  AND  OTHER 

SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
Eutharford  (W.  G.,  M.A.,  Heaiiraaster  of  Westminster). — THE 

KEY  OF  KNOWLEDGE.     Semon.i  preached  to  Weslminstct 

Boys  in  the  Abbey.      Crowe  Svo.      6s. 

Seeley  (Sir  J.  E.)— ECCE  HOMO  :  A  Survey  of  the  Life  and 

Work  of  Jesua  ChrisL      Globe  Svd.      Js 
NATURAL  RELIGION.     Globe  Svo.     5s. 
.<7'^£jV.«(/«.— "If  it  be  the  luBction  of  a  gcniui  to  interpret  Iho  age  to  itself,  this 

tx  ^"upltanly'^rpioblcrn'oTthesriitut'dayraDd  u  far  coatHbutis'tafu »ludf>a ;  a 
positive  nluUoD  it  icorcely  clainti  to  supply.  No  sucb  irnponaot  contribution  to  the 
quwion  of  the  time  has  been  published  in  England  since  the  appearance  in  iBfi6  tA  Eect 
Homo.  .  .  .  llie  author  is  a  teacher  whose  words  it  is  well  10  luten  to ;  his  words  are 

wi^  r^LsDD.  '  His  rei^n  mav  al^ieast  than°k  htm  for'the'inteflectual  illuuudatlon,  if  they 
cannot  owe  him  gralitiide  for  any  added  favour.   ...  A  book  which  we  assume  will  be 

MANCHESTER  GUARD/AN.— "Tbc  Prewn^t  i«u»  is  »  compast,  handy,  well- 

Selborne  (Roundell,  Earl  oQ-— LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON  ON 

RELIGION.     Globe  Svo.     3s.  6± 
THE  CATHOLIC  AND   APOSTOLIC  CHURCH.     Globe  Svo. 

3s.  6d. 
Service  (Rev.  John).— SERMONS.  With  Portrait  Crown  Svo.  6s. 
Stanley  (Dean)— 

THE    N.\TIONAL    THANKSGIVING.       Sermons   preached    in 

Westminster  Abbey.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     3s.  Gd. 
Stewart  (Prof  Balfour)  and  Tait  (Pro£  P.  G.)— THE  UNSEEN 

UNIVERSE;    OR,     PHYSICAL    SPECULATIONS    ON    A 

FUTURE   STATE,      isth  Edition.     Crown  Svo.      6fl. 
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Stnbbs  (Dean) —  . 

CHRISTUS  IMPERATOR.  A  Series  of  Lecture-Sermons  on  the 
Universal  Empire  of  Christianity.  Edited  by  Very  Rev.  C.  W. 
Stubbs,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Ely.     Croy^n  8vo.     6s. 

The  discourses  included  in  this  volume  were  delivered  in  1893  in  the 
Chapel  -  of  -  Ease  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Wavertree — at  that  time  the 
centre  of  much  excellent  social  work  done  by  Mr.  Stubbs,  who  had  not 
yet  been  promoted  to  the  Deanery  of  Ely.  The  following  are  the  subjects 
and  the  preachers : — The  Supremacy  of  Christ  in  all  Realms :  by  the  Very 
Rev.  Charles  Stubbs,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Ely. — Christ  in  the  Realm  of  History  : 
by  the  Very  Rev.  G.  W.  Kitchin,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Durham. — Christ  in  the 
Realm  of  Philosophy:  by  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Bartlett,  M.A.,  Bampton 
Lecturer  in  1888. — Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Law  :  by  the  Rev.  J.  B. 
Heard,  M.A.,  Hulsean  Lecturer  in  1893. — Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Art : 
by  the  Rev.  Canon  Rawnsley^  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Crosthwaite. — Christ  in  the 
Realm  of  Ethics  :  by  the  Rev.  J.  lAevf elyn  Davies,  D.D.,  Vicar  of  Kirkby 
Lonsdale,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Queen. — Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Politics : 
by  the  Rev.  and  Hon.  W.  H.  Freemantle,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Canterbury. — 
Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Science:  by  the  Rev.  Brooke  Lambert,  B.C.L., 
Vicar  of  Greenwich. — Christ  in  the  Realm  of  Sociology  :  by  the  Rev.  S.  A. 
Barnett,  M.A.,  Warden  of  Toynbee  Hall,  and  Canon  of  Bristol. — Christ 
in  the  Realm  of  Poetry :  by  the  Very  Rev.  Charles  Stubbs,  D.D.,  Dean 
of  Ely. 

SCOTSMAN. — "  Their  prelections  will  be  found  stimulating  and  instructive  in  a  high 
degree.  The  volume  deserves  recognition  as  a  courageous  attempt  to  give  to  Christianity 
its  rightful  place  and  power  in  the  lives  of  its  professors." 

Talbot  (Bishop).— A  CHARGE  DELIVERED  TO  THE 
CLERGY  OF  THE  DIOCESE  OF  ROCHESTER,  October 
24,  25,  and  26,  1899.     8vo.     Sewed.     2s.  net. 

Temple  (Archbishop).     See  Canterbury. 

Thackeray  (H.  St.  John).— THE  RELATION  OF  ST.  PAUL 
TO  CONTEMPORARY  JEWISH  THOUGHT.    Cr.  8vo.    6s. 

Trencli(Archbishop).— HULSEAN  LECTURES.    Svo.    7s.  6d. 

Van  Dyke  (Henry).— THE  GOSPEL  FOR  AN  AGE  OF 
DOUBT.  The  Yale  Lectures  on  Preaching,  1896.  Cr.  Svo. 
8s.  6d. 

SCOTSMAN, — "While  the  lectures  are  in  no  danger  of  being  challenged  as  hetero* 
dox,  the  last  charge  that  will  be  made  against  the  author  will  be  that  be  fails  to  discern 
the  spirit  of  the  age  or  the  attitude  of  mind,  and  the  outstanding  reasons  of  that  attitude, 
of  multitudes  of  thoughtful  and  reverent  people  towards  the  teaching  of  the  Churches." 

Vauglian  (C.  J.,  Dean  of  Llandaflf) — 

MEMORIALS  OF  HARROW  SUNDAYS.     5th  Edition.    Crown 
Svo.     los.  6d. 
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Vaiigtum  (C.  J.,  Dean  of  Llandaff) — continued. 

HEROES  OF  FAITH.     2nd  Edition.     Crown  8vo. 

LIFE'S     WORK    AND    GOD'S    DISCIPLINE.      3rd    EdiUoa   1 


E»tii  fcap.  i 


i.  6d, 


THE   WHOLESOME    WORDS    OF    JESUS    CHRIST. 

EdiLion.     Fcap.  Sva     3s.  6d. 
FOES  OF  FAITH,     and  EdUion.     Fcap.  Svo.     3s.  6d. 
COUNSELS  FOR  VOUNG  STUDENTS,      Fcap.  Svo.     2b,  6d.         I 
THE  TWO  GREAT  TEMPTATIONS.   2nd  Ed.   Fcap.  Svo.    33.  6d. 
ADDRESSES  FOR  YOUNG  CLERGYMEN.       Eitra  fcap.  8to 

"  MY  SON.  GIVE  ME  THINE  HEART."     Extra  fcap.  Svo,      55, 

TEMPLE  SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     iob.  6d. 

AUTHORISED  OR  REVISED?     Sermons  on  some  of  the  Text*  In 

which  ihe  Revised  Version  differs  iroto  the  Authorised.     Crown 

Svo.     7s.  6d. 
LESSONS  OF  THE  CROSS  AND  PASSION.     WORDS  FROM 

THE    CROSS.      THE   REIGN    OF    SIN.      THE    LORD'S 

PRAYER.  Four  Courses  of  Lent  Lectures.  Crown  Svo.  liia.  6d. 
UNIVERSITY  SERMONS.  NEW  AND  OLD.  Cr.  Svo.  los.  6cL 
NOTES   FOR   LECTURES  ON  CONFIRMATION.     Fcap.  Svo, 


DONCASTER  SERMONS.     Lessons  of  Lite  and  Godlioesa, 
Words  from  the  Gospels.     Cr.  Svo.      los.  6d. 

RESTFUL  THOUGHTS  IN  RESTLESS  TIMES.     Cr.  Svo. 

LAST  WORDS  IN  THE  TEMPLE  CHURCH.     Globe  Svo. 
SATURDAV  REVIEW.— "Tbex  discouiseiin  thoughl, 
Ly  aenoiu  man,  even  though  he  never  heaid  Dr.  Vaughan  apeak. 

UNIVERSITY  AND  OTHER  SERMONS.     Crown  Svo.     6s. 
oher  and  chulebed  tloqutncc,  yet  wiEhafl 


{ 


iia'a 


yet  wiEhal  brcjathing  Ihroughout  im  en 


:l(frised  the  pulpit  1 


Vaughan  (Rev.  D.  J.)— THE  PRESENT  TRIAL  OF  FAITH. 
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SCOTSMAN,— '"  They  form  an  altceether  admirable  collection  of  vigorous  and 
thoughtful  pronouncements  on  a  variety  of  social,  national,  and  religious  topics." 

GLASGOIV  HERALD.-^"  A  volume  such  as  this  is  the  best  reply  to  those  friends 
of  the  people  who  are  for  ever  complaining  that  the  clergy  waste  their  time  preaching 
antiquated  dog^ma  and  personal  salvation,  and  neglect  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law." 

MANCHESTER  GUARDIAN.—"  He  speaks  boldly  as  well  as  thoughtfully,  and 
what  he  has  to  say  is  always  worthy  of  attention. 

EXPOSITOR  Y  TIMES.—"  Most  of  them  are  social,  and  these  are  the  most  interest- 
ing. And  one  feature  of  peculiar  interest  is  that  in  those  sermons  which  were  preached 
twenty  years  ago  Canon  Vaughan  saw  the  questions  of  to-day,  and  suggested  the  remedies 
we  are  beginning  to  apply." 

Vaughan  (Rev.  E.  T.)— SOME  REASONS  OF  OUR  CHRIS- 
TIAN HOPE.    Hulsean  Lectures  for  1875.    Crown  8vo.    6s.  6d. 

Venn  (Rev.  John).— ON    SOME   CHARACTERISTICS  OF 
BELIEF,  SCIENTIFIC  AND  RELIGIOUS.     8vo.     6s.  6d. 

Ward    (W.)— WITNESSES     TO     THE     UNSEEN,     AND 
OTHER  ESSAYS.     8vo.     los.  6d. 

ST.  JAMES'S  GAZETTE.— "Mr.  Ward's  reputation  as  a  philosophical  thinker  at 
once  accurate,  candid,  and  refined,  and  as  the  master  of  a  literary  style  alike  vigorous, 
scholarly,  and  popular,  has  been  amply  established  by  his  previous  works.  That  it  is  well 
worthy  of  his  reputation,  is  enough  to  say  in  commendation  of  his  new  book." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE. — "His  whole  book  recalls  men  to  those  witnesses  for  the 
unseen,  which  laboratories  cannot  analyse,  yet  which  are  abundantly  rational." 

TIMES. — "Aseriesof  brilliant  and  suggestive  essays.  .  .  .  This  pregnant  and  sug- 
gestive view  of  the  larger  intellectual  tendencies  of  our  own  and  other  ages  is  enforced 
and  illustrated  by  Mr.  Ward  with  much  speculative  insight  and  great  literary  brilliancy.' 

WeUdon    (Bishop).— THE    SPIRITUAL    LIFE,    and    other 
Sermons.     Crown  8vo.    6s. 

SCOTTISH  LEADER. — "  In  a  strain  of  c|[uiet,  persuasive  eloquence,  Bishop  Welldon 
treats  impressively  of  various  aspects  of  the  higher  life.  His  discourses  cannot  fail  both 
to  enrich  the  heart  and  stimulate  the  mind  of  the  earnest  reader." 

GLASGOW  HERALD.—"  They  are  cultured,  reverent,  and  thoughtful  produc- 
tions." 

THE  REVELATION   OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT.     Crown  8vo. 

[In  the  Press, 

"I  LIVE,"  THE  LAW  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE.     Crown 

8vo.  \In  the  Press, 

Westcott  (B.  F.,  Bishop  of  Durham) — 

ON  THE   RELIGIOUS  OFFICE  OF    THE  UNIVERSITIES. 

Sermons.     Crown  8vo.     4s.  6d. 

GIFTS  FOR  MINISTRY.     Addresses  to  Candidates  for  Ordination. 
Crown  8vo.     is.  6d. 

THE  VICTORY  OF  THE  CROSS.     Sermons  preached  during  Holy 
Week,  1888,  in  Hereford  Cathedral.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

FROM    STRENGTH    TO    STRENGTH.      Three    Sermons    (In 
Memoriam  J.  B.  D.)     Crown  8vo.     2s. 

THE  REVELATION  OF  THE  RISEN  LORD.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 

THE  HISTORIC  FAITH.    3rd  Edition.     Crown  8va     6s. 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  RESURRECTION.  6th  Ed.   Cr.  8yo.   6s. 


MACMILLAN  AND  CCS 
WeStCOtt  (Bishop) — amtinued. 

THE  REVELATION  OF  THE  FATHER.     Ciowi 
CHRISTUS  CONSUMMATOR.     md  Edition.     Cio«ti  8vo 
SOME  THOUGHTS  FROM  THE  ORDINAL.     Cr.  Sva     is.  6d. 
SOCIAL  ASPECTS  OF  CHRISTIANITY.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 
ESSAYS  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  REUGIOUS  THOUGHT  IN 

THE  WEST.     Globe  «yo.     Ss. 
THE  GOSPEL  OF  LIFE.      Crown  Svo.      fe. 
THE  INCARNATION  AND  COMMON  LIFE.     Crown  Sto.    9s. 

of  Jicliulity,  reflKtJns,  u  tbcy  rrequemly  dOj  tne  Bubop't  weU-knovn  and  eager  inlercflt 
tn  fajcia]  problems  of  the  day, 

CHRISTIAN  ASPECTS  OF  LIFE.     Crown  8vo.     75.  6d. 

CHURCH  TIMES.— "Vie  heartily  coiiimeud  IhEl  YOlame  Id  Lhe  noliM  dT  out 
rcadert.  .  -  .  Tbe  Cbun:h  of  Euelajid  is  not  likely  to  lose  touch  with  the  people  of  thU 
CDiintr?  >o  long  ai  fhc  u  euidedT  by  Bi&bapi  w^  tbow  mcb  a  truly  lai^-heaxled 
ijinpBlhy  with  everything  huraao  ai  ii  here  tnasireited  by  lhe  j— " '  "^'"" 


ig  the  dioic 


tional  day  of  re 

□f  the  volume,  if  we  are  la  tingle  out  any  poniaai  from  a  wc 
otiecance." 

DAILY  KEWS.~-"1\iiavth  everypaEe  .  .  .  niiu  the  same  enlightened  syranalhi  I 
with  the  living  world.  One  fotgeitthe  BubQpin  the  Msd,  thcEccltsiasicin  iheCi^a,  I 
theChurchioaiiintlieChristian."  ■ 

THE  OBLIGATIONS  OF  EMPIRE.    Cr.  8vo.    Sewed. 
LESSONS  FROM  WORK.     Charges  AMd  Addresses.     Second 

Impression,     Ciown  Svo. 
ADDRESS  DELIVERED  TO  MINERS,  July  igoi.     Crown  Svo. 

Sewed.     6d. 
WORDS  OF  FAITH  AND  HOPE.     Crown  Svo.     4s.  6d. 

White   (A.    D.)— A    HISTORY    OF   THE   WARFARE   OF  I 
■  SCIENCE  WITH  THEOLOGY  IN  CHRISTENDOMS      " 
Two  Vols.     Svo.     zis.  net. 
TIMES.— "h  ceitaioty  one  of  the  mo«  cqmpreheiiHve,  aiid,  in  our  judgment,  on 
lhe  nuHt  valuable  hiatorical  work«  that  have  appeared  for  many  yeari.  .  .  .  He 
choien  a  larae  lubjecL,  but  ■[  ii  at  levt  one  whicn  has  dear  and  dehnite  limits,  an* 

hai  Iteued  it  very  fully  and  comprehenrively  ui  two  inodenue  volumes.  .  .  .  Hin  h 

appean  10  Da  to  be  ha^  on  touch  ori^nat  research,  on  an  enormous  amount  of  cajefiil, 


DAlZy  CHKONICLE.— "The  itary  at  ibt  stiu^lec 
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history  of  mankind.    That  slory  has  never  hi 


EGE     ^^ 


THEOLOGICAL  CATALOGUE  39 

Wilson  (J*  ^'i  Archdeacon  of  Manchester) — 

SERMONS  PREACHED  IN  CLIFTON  COLLEGE  CHAPEL 
Second  Series.     18S8-90.     Crovm  8va     6s. 

ESSAYS  AND  ADDRESSES.     Crown  8vo.     2s.  6d.  net. 

GUAXD/AN'.—^'We  heartily  welcome  a  new  edition  of  Archdeacon  Wilson's 
Essays  and  Addresses." 

SPEAKER, — "We  are  glad  to  welcome  a  new  edition  of  the  Archdeacon  of 
Manchester's  Essays  and  Addresses,  ,  ,  ,  These  addresses  are  manly,  straightforward, 
and  sagacious  ;  and  they  are,  moreover,  pervaded  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  and 
unfauling  enthusiasm." 

SOME  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  RELIGIOUS  THOUGHT 
OF  OUR  TIME.     Crown  8vo.     6s. 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  THE  ATONEMENT.  Being  the  Hulsean 
Lectures  for  1898.     Crown  8vo.     3s.  6d. 

SPEAKER, — "This  volume  deserves  a  cordial  welcome,  and  will  reward^  a  careful 
study.  It  is  marked  by  a  candour  and  courage,  a  sincerity  and  liberality  of  spirit,  which 
prove  very  attractive." 

OXFORD  MAGAZ/N'E.—"  They  contain  a  good  deal  of  strong  thought  and 
delicate  expression." 

SPECTA  TOR.—"  A  notable  pronouncement." 

TWO  SERMONS  ON  THE  MUTUAL  INFLUENCES  OF 
THEOLOGY  AND  THE  NATURAL  SCIENCES.  8vo. 
Sewed.     6d.  net. 

Wood(C.J.)— SURVIVALS  IN  CHRISTIANITY.  Cr.  8vo.   6s. 

MANCHESTER  Gl/ARD/AN.—"  Striking,  stimulating  and  suggestive  lectures. 
.  .  .  The  author  writes  with  the  boldness^  and  convif:tion  of  a  mystic ;  he  brings  wide 
reading  to  bear  upon  every  branch  of  his  subject,  and  his  book  is  impressive  and 
interesting  throughout." 


Prtntea  ^  R.  &  R.  Clark,  Limited,  Edtnimrgk, 
C5.5.02. 
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